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Timon of Athens (The Life of Tymon of Athens) is a play by William Shakespeare, probably written in collaboration with
Thomas Middleton in about , which was published in the First Folio in

Discover More Stuff that Happens Stuff that happens in the play Four craftsmen from Athens a poet, a paint, a
jeweler, and a merchant observe the hangers-on attending the wealthy and generous Timon. I gave it freely.
Several Athenians send servants to collect debts owed to them by Timon. Flavius explains to Timon that he is
bankrupt. Timon is confident that his friends will treat him with the same generosity he gave them, and he
sends servants to ask for loans. Timon concocts a plan and tells his servant Flavius to invite his friends to a
feast. At the Senate, the soldier Alcibiades pleads on behalf of a friend on trial for manslaughter, arguing that
their service on the battlefield should more than pay their civic debt. The Senators banish Alcibiades and
sentence the man to death. Timon rejects them all and leaves Athens. Cursing, raging, hermitage, and civil
strife ensue. When was the play first peformed? Scholars generally believe that the play was written circa
Where was the play first performed? How is this play unlike other Shakespeare plays? That narrowness
appears in the exclusion of matters of gender no female characters of prime importance to the plot or love.
What do scholars think about this play? Are there any controversies surrounding the work? What characters
should I especially look out for? Timon, of course, with his degree turn from generous, smiling man of the
world to misanthropic, raging hermit. But also Apemantus, who appears as the scowling voice of reason
throughout the play, and Flavius, whose version of the faithful servant is particularly touching for its lack of
sentiment. What scene should I especially look for? The two banquet scenes. The first banquet shows us
Timon as he has lived, his celebration of friendship and society, and the company and flattery that his money
has purchased. The second banquet shows the reverse, with Timon parodying his previous dinner and turning
the tables to call out his fake friends in a spectacular way. What is the language like? Smooth and coiled as
flattery sometimes, rough and jagged as cursing others.
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Chapter 2 : Shakespeare Resource Center - Timon of Athens Synopsis
Timon of Athens is about debt, overspending, and finances. Timon lives the high life and loves to show it: he parties
hard, he gives his buddies jewels and horses as gifts, and he pays off everyone's debts.

The details are haunting: Hytner has staged Timon not just as an episode in the financial crisis: Until things
fall apart. For Timon of Athens is not primarily about money. Marx got it right when he wrote that the play
was about the "power of money". Money, for Timon, is the means of creating and lubricating a power
network. He springs Ventidius out of jail with five grand, secures a marriage for his servant with 20, responds
to a gift of greyhounds from a powerful contact with "fair reward". But, as with Lehman, this masks a deeper
collapse. Once Timon can no longer supply his social network with gallery openings, soft-porn ballet and
massive overpayments for menial services, his social value is zero. Shakespeare had grasped something about
the crisis of his time that some politicians and economists are still not prepared to confront about ours.
Barclays had narrowly escaped part-nationalisation in By , Barclays was leading the line for the industry to
negotiate Project Merlin: Barclays had been given the benefit of the doubt by politicians â€” re-admitted to the
fold. Then came the revelation that it had manipulated Libor â€” for the personal gain of traders between , and
for survival reasons in The slap-on-the-wrist deal it had agreed with regulators now unravelled in the face of
public anger. For a few panicked days, each part of the establishment was engaged in finger-pointing at the
rest. It was just the latest event in what has â€” since the summer of â€” become a "social meltdown", with the
contagion just as virulent as in the economic meltdown of late Police testimony at Leveson speaks of "a
network of corrupted individuals". Criminal charges have been laid against newspaper journalists and editors.
Companies charged with security at the Olympics have failed to deliver; companies charged with getting the
workless into work likewise. In the end, this leader conquers the city, is absorbed into the ruling group and,
with Timon dead, society is healed. He urges the men to "mince" the children of Athens and the whores
among them to "infect" Athenian men. They, in turn, reply frankly: But what characterised the revolts that
have kicked off since is their hostility to leadership, and the willingness to abandon an action should it lead in
the direction of hierarchy, power-games or engagement with mainstream structures. Likewise, the English
riots of They were multifaceted, non-ideological and largely leaderless. The contrast between this and the real
modern crowd â€” armed with Blackberries and Flickr streams â€” is telling. What it means for the modern
elite in crisis is that there is no ready supply of untarnished men and women from outside the mainstream to
come and save the situtation. Timon is â€” as everybody who has read the pass notes understands â€” a
"difficult" play". The play is a product of a disrupted time: Elizabeth dead, James crowned, the die cast for 50
years of religious and social conflict, London suddenly swarmed with alien Scottish capitalists on the make. It
was a society that felt, for different reasons, as fragile as ours. It feared breakdown â€” not yet because of
cohesive mass unrest: The fragility of Jacobean England lay in the fear that the elite was doomed, fragmented,
at odds with culture and society. It is in this that Timon of Athens loses its "difficulty" and becomes a parable
for the crisis of the modern business elite. Last year, Ewald Engelen and a team of economists based at
Manchester University proposed a third explanation: This they define as a non-reversible, major, complex
event that feels more like a catastrophic military defeat. For Engelen it is not bankers but the politicians,
regulators and their world view that are the focus of criticism. Their trademark has been hubris: But the play
becomes an elite debacle only once the Athenian ruling caste abandons Timon. They enforce the laws of
commerce against the unwritten obligations of the power network. He, in turn, serves them covered plates of
"filth", hurls it into their faces, and as they flee into the troubled streets the mob joins in, showering the rich
with faeces. But these are gone. For four years, the central bankers, regulators and politicians have risen to the
post-Lehman crisis collectively: They enforced the principle of collectivity that Timon himself appeals to in
the play: From now on, the politicians will run as fast from the tainted bankers as they do from the newspaper
editors who formerly showered them with good headlines. And there may be more to come: But the elite
debacle is the only show in town. The New Global Revolutions is published by Verso. The opening quote
originally read: This article contains affiliate links, which means we may earn a small commission if a reader
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clicks through and makes a purchase. All our journalism is independent and is in no way influenced by any
advertiser or commercial initiative. The links are powered by Skimlinks. By clicking on an affiliate link, you
accept that Skimlinks cookies will be set.
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Impressed at this show of pity, Timon realizes Flavius was the one honest man he came in contact with in Athens, and
he is the one man who is able to escape his enthusiastic cursing of humanity. Timon gives him gold and orders him to
leave.

If our betters play at that game, we must not dare To imitate them; faults that are rich are fair. Pray, sit; more
welcome are ye to my fortunes Than my fortunes to me. Apemantus, you are welcome. You shall not make me
welcome: I come to have thee thrust me out of doors. They say, my lords, Ira furor brevis est; But yond man is
ever angry. Go, let him have a table by himself; For he does neither affect company, Nor is he fit for it, indeed.
Let me stay at thine apperil, Timon: I myself would have no power; prithee; let my meat make thee silent. I
wonder men dare trust themselves with men: Methinks they should invite them without knives; Good for their
meat, and safer for their lives. Great men should drink with harness on their throats. My lord, in heart; and let
the health go round. Let it flow this way, my good lord. Those healths will make thee and thy state look ill,
Timon. Feasts are too proud to give thanks to the gods. Immortal gods, I crave no pelf; I pray for no man but
myself. Rich men sin, and I eat root. My heart is ever at your service, my lord. You had rather be at a breakfast
of enemies than a dinner of friends. I could wish my best friend at such a feast. Might we but have that
happiness, my lord, that you would once use our hearts, whereby we might express some part of our zeals, we
should think ourselves for ever perfect. O, no doubt, my good friends, but the gods themselves have provided
that I shall have much help from you: I have told more of you to myself than you can with modesty speak in
your own behalf; and thus far I confirm you. Why, I have often wished myself poorer that I might come nearer
to you. We are born to do benefits; and what better or properer can we call our own than the riches of our
friends? Mine eyes cannot hold out water, methinks: Thou weepest to make them drink, Timon. Joy had the
like conception in our eyes, And, at that instant like a babe, sprung up. I laugh to think that babe a bastard.
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The Life of Timon of Athens Themes Friendship Good friends might be worth their weight in gold, but in Timon of
Athens, our hero's friends are only interested in the gold.

POET You see this confluence, this great flood of visitors. I have, in this rough work, shaped out a man,
Whom this beneath world doth embrace and hug With amplest entertainment: POET Look at this huge crowd
of flooding visitors. I have in this draft of my poem drawn the outline of a man beloved and embraced by the
earthly world. I do not mean to represent particular people, but work in generalities as if my tablet were an
entire sea of wax. Personal grudges do not affect even the smallest details of my writing. My creative process
flies forth, strong as an eagle in flight, and leaves no trace of its earthly inspirations. POET I will unbolt to
you. You see how all conditions, how all minds, As well of glib and slippery creatures as Of grave and austere
quality, tender down Their services to Lord Timon: POET I will unlock the meaning for you. Notice how
people of all types and temperaments, whether smooth-talking and self-interested or serious and truthful, offer
their services to Lord Timon. His immense wealth and his kind and gracious nature overwhelm people, and
buy him the approval of all sorts of people eager to love and attend him, from the flatterer whose face mirrors
the wishes of his counterpart, to Apemantus, who loves nothing more than hating himself. POET [Speaking of
the content of his poem] I have written down here that the goddess Fortune is sitting high atop her throne on a
beautiful hill. The base of the mountain is surrounded by men of all stations, all dispositions, all trying their
hardest to get richer while on earth. Among all of these men, who watch Fortune attentively, I have one meant
to represent Lord Timon, whom Fortune beckons to her, instantly transforming all of the other men, his rivals,
into servants and slaves. This throne, this depiction of Fortune, and this hillâ€”with one man beckoned from
the rest below, bowing his head before the great mountain on which Fortune sits, the source of his
happinessâ€”perfectly captures the human condition. POET Nay, sir, but hear me on. All those which were his
fellows but of late, Some better than his value, on the moment Follow his strides, his lobbies fill with
tendance, Rain sacrificial whisperings in his ear, Make sacred even his stirrup, and through him Drink the free
air. POET Sir, listen to some more of the poem. All of those men who were his equals, some of an even better
rank, immediately follow him, so that his rooms are suddenly filled with attendants who shower his ears with
whispers of their sacrificial devotion to him, and make sacred even his mounting of a horse, as if it were only
because of him that they could breathe. POET The moment Fortune changes her mind and spurns this newly
chosen man, all of those who depended on him and who helped him on their hands and knees to reach the
mountain top, they let him slip without even trying to save him. Yet you do well To show Lord Timon that
mean eyes have seen The foot above the head. Your honourable letter he desires To those have shut him up;
which failing, Periods his comfort. Well; I am not of that feather to shake off My friend when he must need
me. I do know him A gentleman that well deserves a help: Which he shall have: Well, I am not the type of
man to neglect a friend in need. I know that he is a gentleman that deserves assistance, which he will get. I will
send his ransom; And being enfranchised, bid him come to me. I will send his ransom and when he is free I
will ask him to come to me. It is not enough simply to help the weak stand. One must also support them after
helping them up.
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The Life of Timon of Athens and millions of other books are available for Amazon Kindle. Learn more Enter your mobile
number or email address below and we'll send you a link to download the free Kindle App.

Captain of a military brigade and good friend to Timon. Apemantus , sometimes spelled Apermantus, a
philosopher and churl. Jeweller and Merchant appear briefly The Senators of Athens. The Fool is briefly a
companion to Apemantus. Three Strangers, one named Hostilius; friends to Lucius. The Old Athenian is the
father of the woman Lucilius loves. False friends of Timon. Isidore and Varro are also creditors but only their
servants appear. Synopsis[ edit ] In the beginning, Timon is a wealthy and generous Athenian gentleman. He
hosts a large banquet, attended by nearly all the main characters. Timon gives away money wastefully, and
everyone wants to please him to get more, except for Apemantus, a churlish philosopher whose cynicism
Timon cannot yet appreciate. He accepts art from Poet and Painter, and a jewel from the Jeweller, but by the
end of Act 1 he has given that away to another friend. Timon gives a speech on the value of friendship. The
guests are entertained by a masque, followed by dancing. As the party winds down, Timon continues to give
things away to his friends: Now Timon has given away all his wealth. Shadowing Timon is another guest at
the banquet: He was the only guest not angling for money or possessions from Timon. Timon cannot pay, and
sends out his servants to make requests for help from those friends he considers closest. The senators disagree,
and, when Alcibiades persists, banish him forever. He vows revenge, with the support of his troops. The act
finishes with Timon discussing with his servants the revenge he will carry out at his next banquet. Timon
hosts a smaller party, intended only for those he feels have betrayed him. The serving trays are brought in, but
under them the friends find rocks and lukewarm water. Timon sprays them with the water, throws the dishes at
them, and flees his home. The loyal Flavius vows to find him. Timon renounces society engraving for
Shakespeare, Timon of Athens, Act IV, Scene 1 Cursing the city walls, Timon goes into the wilderness and
makes his crude home in a cave, sustaining himself on roots. Here he discovers an underground trove of gold.
The knowledge of his discovery spreads. Alcibiades, Apemantus, and three bandits are able to find Timon
before Flavius does. Accompanying Alcibiades are two prostitutes, Phrynia and Timandra, who trade barbs
with the bitter Timon on the subject of venereal disease. Timon offers most of the gold to the rebel Alcibiades
to subsidise his assault on the city, which he now wants to see destroyed, as his experiences have reduced him
to misanthropy. He gives the rest to his whores to spread disease, and much of the remainder to Poet and
Painter, who arrive soon after, leaving little for the senators who visit him. When Apemantus appears and
accuses Timon of copying his pessimistic style there is a mutually misanthropic exchange of invective. He
wants the money as well, but he also wants Timon to come back into society. Timon acknowledges that he has
had one true friend in Flavius, a shining example of an otherwise diseased and impure race, but laments that
this man is a mere servant. He invites the last envoys from Athens, who hoped Timon might placate
Alcibiades, to go hang themselves, and then dies in the wilderness. Alcibiades, marching on Athens, then
throws down his glove, and ends the play reading the bitter epitaph Timon wrote for himself, part of which
was composed by Callimachus: Seek not my name: It has been proposed that Shakespeare himself took the
role of the Poet, who has the fifth-largest line count in the play. Assuming the play is a collaboration between
Shakespeare and Middleton, its date has been placed in the period â€”, most likely In his edition for the
Oxford Shakespeare, John Jowett argues the lack of act divisions in the Folio text is an important factor in
determining a date. Timon is notoriously difficult to divide into acts, suggesting to Jowett that it was written at
a time when act divisions were of no concern to the writer, hence it must have been written prior to August In
the context of the play, the line is referring to religious zeal, but some scholars feel it is a subtle reference to
the events of November. Chambers believes Shakespeare began the play, but abandoned it due to a mental
breakdown, never returning to finish it. Today, many scholars believe that other dramatist was Thomas
Middleton. Complete Works and the individual Oxford Shakespeare edition, believes Middleton worked with
Shakespeare in an understudy capacity and wrote scenes 2 1. Soellner believed the play is unusual because it
was written to be performed at the Inns of Court , where it would have found a niche audience with young
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lawyers. It contains numerous words, phrases, and punctuation choices that are characteristic of the work of
Middleton but rare in Shakespeare. An anonymous play, Timon, also survives. He also has a mistress. Soellner
argues that the play is equal parts tragedy and satire, but that neither term can adequately be used as an
adjective, for it is first and foremost a tragedy, and it does not satirise tragedy; rather, it satirises its subjects in
the manner of Juvenalian satire while simultaneously being a tragedy. Through the mouths of the dark
characters of Hamlet, Timon, Lear, and Iago, he craftily says, or sometimes insinuates the things, which we
feel to be so terrifically true, that it were all but madness for any good man, in his own proper character, to
utter, or even hint of them. This suggests a Timon who lives in the world but not of it. The Arkangel
Shakespeare audio recording featuring Alan Howard with Rodway reprising his television role also takes this
route: Act IV, Scene iii. Major motifs in Timon include dogs,[ clarification needed ] breath,[ clarification
needed ] gold from Act IV on , and "use" in the sense of usury. Banquets and feasting in Shakespeare are
dramatically significant; besides sometimes being of central and structural importance, they often present
dramatic spectacles in themselves. All the citizens are welcome to the banquet, as in accordance with the
democratic principles of Athens. The second banquet functions as a parody of the first, as Timon uses it to
exact revenge on his false friends, before abandoning feasting and the city completely by exiling himself. The
senses are absent from this feast: Timon mocks the insatiable appetite of his guests as he uncovers dishes of
smoke and water. Timon is misled by facades of friendship, and so inflicts apropos revenge: The earliest
known performance of the straight Shakespearean text was at Smock Alley Theatre in Dublin in It has played
once on Broadway, in , with Brian Bedford in the title role. The Chicago Shakespeare Theater first staged the
play in In April , C. The play was given a new ending by director, Barbara Gaines. As a departure from
several other modern dress productions, director Jon Ciccarelli set the action in the " Roaring 20s " with
corrupt politicians, mobsters and making the characters of Alcibiades, Timon of Athens and Flavius veterans
of World War I. The play was directed by Nicholas Hytner. Film adaptations[ edit ] I, Timon was released in
[40] premiered at the Hoboken International Film Festival where it was nominated for "Best Director" and
"Best Cinematography". The Noah brothers cinematic treatment of this long neglected Shakespeare
masterwork also features a soundtrack based on the musical score Hexachordum Apollinis by Johann
Pachelbel. Shadwell added two women to the plot: His cast was primarily young, and Apemantus was
Algerian. More famously, the revival had new music by Henry Purcell, most of it appearing in the masque that
ended Act Two. Stephen Oliver , who wrote the incidental music for the BBC television version, composed a
two-act opera, Timon of Athens, which was first performed at the Coliseum, London, on 17 May Second
Series in an essay entitled "Gifts. It is the visible divinity â€” the transformation of all human and natural
properties into their contraries, the universal confounding and distorting of things: It is the common whore, the
common procurer of people and nations. Herman Melville references Timon repeatedly in his novel The
Confidence-Man , when referring to confidence as a preferable trait in all circumstances to misanthropy.
Charles Dickens alludes to Timon in Great Expectations when Wopsle moves to London to pursue a life in the
theatre. It tells about a Hamlet-like figure, called Timon of Assens [ sic ], who comes from the Danish town of
Assens. A copy of Timon of Athens features variously in the plot of Pale Fire and, at one point, the quotation
above is amusingly mistranslated from the fictional language of Zemblan, a trademark prank of the polyglot
Nabokov. The Life of Timon of Athens. The Arden Shakespeare, Third Series. Alexander 16 July The
Modern Language Review. The Shakespeare Book of Lists: He attributes the list of roles played by
Shakespeare to a professor at Brandeis University. A Study of Facts and Problems. A Study of Facts and
Problems, Vol. Archived from the original on 26 October Retrieved 26 October The Review of English
Studies. Retrieved 27 October University of Pittsburgh Press. The New Cambridge Shakespeare. The
Complete Works 2nd ed. Reprint Services Corporation ,
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I recently read through the complete works of Shakespeare and Timon of Athens was my surprise favorite. I figured it
would be one of the less rewarding plays since I rarely hear it referenced, but it turned out to be a delightful premise full
of the best Shakespearean insults in the canon.

His semblable, yea, himself, Timon disdains: Earth, yield me roots! In the case of twin brothers, who were
identically conceived, housed, and born out of the same womb into a world with different fortunes, it is the
one with more who scorns the one with less. Human nature is subject to many evils, and cannot bear great
riches without reserving contempt for those without such luxuries. I will become a beggar and restrain the lord
within me, for the senator will be scorned, the beggar honored. Whether or not one is wealthy is only a matter
of luck: After all, if one man is a flatterer, so is everyone, because every level in a hierarchy is flattered by the
one below it. Smart men bow to rich fools. Everything is ridiculous, because we have nothing rational within
our nature, just straight villainy. Thus I hate all feasts, society, and groups of people! Timon hates anything
that resemblesâ€”or isâ€”himself. All men go to hell! Earth, where are your roots? Digging He begins to dig
into the ground. No, gods, I am no idle votarist: Thus much of this will make black white, foul fair, Wrong
right, base noble, old young, coward valiant. This yellow slave Will knit and break religions, bless the
accursed, Make the hoar leprosy adored, place thieves And give them title, knee and approbation With
senators on the bench: What do we have here? Why this little thing? What is it, even? This yellow fiend will
make and break religions, bless the lowly, and even make the leper liked, the thief as great as a senator! This
little thing makes a widow get married a second time, and rejuvenates a woman so ugly that even the grossest
men plagued with sores would have rejected her. March afar off A marching drum sounds off the stage. Nay,
stay thou out for earnest. Actually, no, stay out here for leverage. Keeping some gold He keeps some of the
gold. The canker gnaw thy heart,For showing me again the eyes of man! Damn you for showing me again the
eyes of a human! Is man so hateful to thee,That art thyself a man? Has mankind been so awful to you? You are
a man, after all. For thy part, I do wish thou wert a dog,That I might love thee something. I wish you were a
dog, for your good as well as mine. Then I could love you at least a little. Religious canons, civil laws are
cruel; Then what should war be? This fell whore of thine Hath in her more destruction than thy sword, For all
her cherubim look. Go follow your drum and paint the ground with the red, red, red blood of men.
Chapter 7 : The Life of Timon of Athens - William Shakespeare, Thomas Middleton - Google Books
Timon of Athens is a bitterly intriguing study of a fabulously rich man who wastes his wealth on his friends, and, when he
is finally impoverished, learns to despise humanity with a hatred that drives him to his grave. The play's plot structure is
schematically clear, and the poetry of Timon's rage.

Chapter 8 : Timon of Athens - Wikipedia
Timon of Athens is a play by William Shakespeare that was first performed in

Chapter 9 : SparkNotes: Timon of Athens
VENTIDIUS, one of Timon's false Friends. APEMANTUS, a churlish Philosopher. ALCIBIADES, an Athenian Captain.
FLAVIUS, Steward to Timon. 1 Act I. SCENE I.â€”Athens. A Hall in TIMON'S House SCENE II.â€” The Same. A room of
state in TIMON'S House. 2 Act II. SCENE I. Athens. A Room in a.
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