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The Man Who Killed the Deer is one of those rare novels that engage both the mind and the heart. It contains some
fascinating insights into Pueblo Indian life while telling a compelling story. While the book is not long as novels go, don't
expect to finish it in a few hours.

In college history classes, I have used his novel of Pueblo Indian life as a literary example for the internal
conflict people have when born and reared in the center of conflicting cultures. This excerpt I have is not
about cultural conflict or diffusion, but about the web of all living things as Silence spoke about the Pueblo
Indian, Martiniano, killing a deer out of season and failure to give proper respect. The Pueblo council of elders
contemplates: Nothing is simple and alone. We are not separate and alone. The breathing mountains, the living
stones, each blade of grass, the clouds, the rain, each star, the beasts, the birds and the invisible spirits of the
air â€” we are all one, indivisible. Nothing that any of us does but affects us all. So I would have you look
upon this thing not as a separate simple thing, but as a stone which is a star in the firmament of earth, as a
ripple in a pool, as a kernel of corn. I would have you consider how it fits into the pattern of the whole. How
far its influence may spread. What it may grow into. So there is something else to consider. In the old days we
all remember, we did not go out on a hunt lightly. We know that we are both children of the same Great True
Ones. We know that we are all one life on the same Mother Earth, beneath the same plains of the sky. But we
also know that one life must sometimes give way to another so that the one great life of all may continue
unbroken. So we ask your permission, we obtain your consent to this killing. And when we killed the deer we
laid his head toward the East, and sprinkled him with meal and pollen. And we dropped drops of his blood and
bits of his flesh on the ground for Our Mother Earth. It was proper so. For then when we too built its flesh into
our flesh, when we walked in the moccasins of its skin, when we danced in its robe and antlers, we knew that
the life of the deer was continued in our life, as it in turn was continued in the one life all around us, below us
and above us. We knew the deer knew this and was satisfied. What have we done to this deer, our brother?
What have we done to ourselves? For we are all bound together, and our touch upon one travels through all to
return to us again. Let us not forget the deer. William Lattrell of Wild Ramblings Blog has written of the
respect that is needed for the kill. When I sent twenty-seven Angus calves to market, I sent them with words to
the effect that they hopefully would become the essential nutrition for scientist that would discover a cure for
cancer or a person that would perform a great act and get the Nobel Peace prize. Chris Clarke of Coyote
Crossing Blog has written post after post and started pressure groups to slow down the terrible effects upon the
tortoise and wildlife in the Mojave Desert with the construction of the huge solar complex. Hundreds of others
in the blogosphere write similar pieces and attest to the preciousness of all living things. For those of us that
buy at the supermarket, the first step toward keeping connections vibrant is to realize that we do not obtain our
food from the supermarket. The earth provides food, not H. B or Central Market. Thinking that in all its
ramifications will have us doing good things to ourselves and others. Frank Waters was nominated for a Nobel
Prize during his lifetime.
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Martiniano, a troubled young Pueblo Indian who has been sent away to the white man's school, shoots a deer on
government land exactly two days after the hunting season has closed.

Natty, or Deerslayer, is on his "first warpath," as the novel is subtitled, because he has not yet been in combat
with another man nor been forced to kill a human being; in this novel, he will be forced to kill. Hurry Harry,
hoping to marry Judith, is treated coldly by her when the two men locate the ark, but Deerslayer is greeted
warmly. Hetty is equally friendly to Deerslayer and to Hurry Harry. Suspicious at first of Deerslayer, Tom
Hutter, or Floating Tom, realizes that the newcomer will be a valuable ally in case of Indian attack. As the ark
is maneuvered away from shore to the open lake, some Mingos try to board the vessel; but Deerslayer proves
his worth by repulsing the invasion. The three men decide to reclaim the canoes hidden by Tom Hutter along
the shores of Glimmerglass. Having succeeded in this mission for their protection and defense, Tom Hutter
and Hurry Harry scheme to land in the dark, attack the sleeping Mingo women and children, and get scalps for
the bounties. Although Deerslayer refuses to join this expedition, he waits offshore in a canoe for the return of
Hurry Harry and Floating Tom. The Mingos are not so easily deceived, and the two white men are captured.
Unable to help the prisoners, Deerslayer determines to secure the canoes first and to return to the ark where
the girls are waiting. One canoe drifts to the shore, and Deerslayer, trying to recover the boat, is met by a
Mingo who also claims the canoe. Thinking that he has persuaded the Indian of the true ownership of the boat,
Deerslayer turns away. In time, Deerslayer sees the Mingo preparing to shoot, and he fatally wounds the
attacking Indian. Deerslayer, having experienced his "first warpath," treats his dying opponent honorably by
not taking his scalp and by arranging him comfortably. The Mingos, recognizing in Natty Bumppo a great
warrior, call him by a new nickname â€” Hawkeye. At the ark, Deerslayer prepares to meet his friend
Chingachgook, a chief of the Delaware nation. The rendezvous is perilous because the Mingos are pursuing
Chingachgook. He jumps aboard the ark and barely escapes. While the friends rejoice in their reunion, Hetty
surprises everyone by her decision to leave alone in a canoe, go to the Indians and try to convince the savages
to release the two prisoners. Although Deerslayer tries to block her path with another canoe, Hetty eludes him
and refuses to listen to his warnings. Hetty, stumbling through the woods, meets Hist, who has been abducted
by a renegade Delaware and brought to the Mingo camp. Hist is in love with Chingachgook and explains to
Hetty that the Delaware chief and Deerslayer have met at Glimmerglass to rescue her. The three exiles on the
ark, intent on their investigation of the chest, are startled by the appearance of a Mingo who serves as a guide
for the returning Hetty. Deerslayer shows some ivory chess pieces to the Indian who eagerly goes back to the
Mingo camp with this news of a possible exchange of the pawns for the prisoners. After hard bargaining,
Rivenoak, the Mingo chief who has approached the ark, accepts the ivory rooks, and Tom Hutter and Hurry
Harry are set free. Learning nothing from their close call with death, the two men plot another raid for scalps
on the Indian camp. They discover, however, that the Indians have moved camp, spoiling their plans. Setting
out to rescue Hist, Deerslayer and Chingachgook are dismayed to find that the new Mingo camp is at the place
where the Indian girl told Hetty she would be waiting. Despite the increased danger, Deerslayer and
Chingachgook plot to save Hist. In the ensuing action, Deerslayer is able to shove the canoe with
Chingachgook and Hist beyond range of the Mingos, but he is pursued by the Indians and captured. Hetty is
sent by Judith to the Mingos, but they refuse to bargain for such an important prisoner. A shot fired by Hurry
Harry from the ark accidentally kills an Indian maiden who was meeting her lover on the shore. On the ark,
the four refugees Tom Hutter, Hurry Harry, Chingachgook, and Hist go to Muskrat Castle where the white
men, ignoring the warnings of their two Indian companions about a possible ambush, enter fearlessly. The
Mingos at first pursue the ark in a canoe, but they see a better target: Judith and Hetty in another canoe. After
a chase which the Mingos almost win, one of the Indians breaks a paddle and they give up the pursuit. When
the two girls go to Muskrat Castle, they find that Tom Hutter, scalped by the Mingos, is close to death.
Deerslayer, released temporarily by the Mingos, appears and announces the terms of surrender from the
Indians: Chingachgook is to leave in safety, the three girls are to live with the tribe. Hurry Harry, rejected for
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the last time by Judith, is taken ashore by Deerslayer with the plea that he should try to reach the garrison of
soldiers nearby. Deerslayer bids farewell on the following morning to his friends Chingachgook, Hist, Judith,
and Hetty and gives them his final counsel. The Mingos are surprised by his honorable return to his sentence
of condemnation. Rivenoak, the chief, asks Deerslayer to join the tribe, but is refused. Deerslayer also refuses
to marry the widow of the Mingo he killed on his "first warpath. Recaptured by the Mingos because the
current brought his canoe back to shore, Deerslayer is now tortured by rifle shots fired close to him at the stake
and by a fire built at his feet. Chingachgook and Hist appear individually to challenge the Mingos, but they
likewise fail. With all their enemies in hand, the Mingos are triumphant until soldiers from the garrison,
guided by Hurry Harry and the shots fired by Deerslayer and Chingachgook on the ark, surprise the Indians
and kill most of them. Hetty has been mortally wounded, and her death saddens all the survivors. After a last
plea to Deerslayer to marry her, Judith goes back to the garrison with the soldiers. Deerslayer, Chingachgook,
and Hist return to the Delaware territory.
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The story of Martiniano, the man who killed the deer, is a timeless story of Pueblo Indian sin and redemption, and of the
conflict between Indian and white laws; written with a poetically charged beauty of style, a purity of conception, and a
thorough understanding of Indian values.
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Summary The Man Who Killed the Deer tells the story of Martiniano's return to his tribe after being away at a white
man's school. He shot a deer on government land after the hunting season closed.
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Over the weekend, I read The Man Who Killed the Deer by Frank Waters. At its heart, the story is about a young man
who returns to his pueblo after years of going to boarding school.
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Waters' masterpiece, The Man Who Killed the Deer, was published in In , Waters was awarded the Taos Artists Award
for Notable Achievement in the Art of Writing. Waters also held positions as information consultant for Los Alamos
Scientific Laboratory, New Mexico.

Chapter 7 : Frank Waters - Wikipedia
Note: Citations are based on reference standards. However, formatting rules can vary widely between applications and
fields of interest or study. The specific requirements or preferences of your reviewing publisher, classroom teacher,
institution or organization should be applied.

Chapter 8 : The Man Who Killed the Deer Summary and Analysis (like SparkNotes) | Free Book Notes
THE MAN WHO KILLED THE DEER by Frank Waters () The power of this novel lies in the information it delivers about
the Pueblo culture, while at the same time telling a fascinating story. The protagonist is Martiniano, a Pueblo Indian who
has just returned from years of education in white boarding schools.
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1 The Man Who Killed the Deer by Frank Waters About the Author Frank Waters was born in in Colorado Springs,
Colorado. His life course would take him far and wide and through a variety of occupations.
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