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Abstract Some segments of modern American Christianity consider faith healing an acceptable and integral
part of their worship and religious practice. Faith healing, as a system, attempts to merge two fields: This
merging uses supernatural forces to produce a natural, physical result. This paper will examine modern
American faith healers. It will address the purposes of their actions, the sources of their knowledge, methods
of inquiry, institutions and structures, history, and argumentation. Scope and Purpose This paper addresses
Christian faith-healing in modern America. Many medical doctors report people with a religious faith
sometimes heal faster than those without. This is most often attributed to their attitude of hope and optimism.
Some segments of society reject any medical attention altogether and hope to be healed by their faith alone.
Belief in faith healing takes many forms. This paper will address a very specific variety: For them, healing is
not a process, but instantaneous. In this respect, they resemble Christian Science. These leaders travel the
nation, attracting hundreds, even thousands, to their revival-like events. People flock to these events seeking
healing and deliverance from their visible and invisible ailments. The denominational representation at these
events and among the leaders is diverse; it is a very inter-denominational movement. Sources and Criteria of
Valid Knowledge Looking at this instantaneous faith healing as a system, its primary source of knowledge is
the Christian New Testament. Several Gospel and Pauline passages referring to miracles of healing, performed
by Jesus and his disciples, as well as the event of Pentecost, serve as evidence and justification for these
practices. While the Bible is the most official source of knowledge, several secondary sources also exist. Each
of the popular evangelists, in addition to traveling the country healing people, also run major ministries that
market numerous books, resources, and complex web sites all designed to teach people how to heal and be
healed. The sages or prophets in this tradition are these popular faith-healing evangelists. These men have
celebrity-like status and are believed to possess special supernatural healing powers. Methods of Inquiry The
methods of inquiry in this system require two theological assumptions. The first is that God still performs
healing miracles today similar to those performed by Jesus and his disciples. This contradicts the views of
many other Christians who maintain a more dispensationalist theory of the gifts of the spirit. Illness, similarly,
is either the result of or consequence for iniquities and un-confessed sin. Given these assumptions, knowledge
is acquired in this system through two sources: A believer in this system who has an illness is convinced that
he or she has sinned against God. He then begins a process of introspection, searching his soul for their sin. If
they are healed, they rejoice. While the faith of the recipient is always required for a successful cure, the
special healing ministers are another important method through which this system operates. These healers are
said to have special gifts based on I Corinthians These healers lay their hands upon the sick, command them
to confess and believe, and command them to be healed. Once healed, they present the cured individual i. This
system does not even come close to meeting the standards of modern science. In fact, miraculous faith healing
defies science completely. The deaf can suddenly hear, the blind can see, and tumors simply disappear
according to this tradition. Without any medical treatment, bodies are transformed. The only proof is the
testimony of those healed, which is not really proof because it is based solely on a subjective experience.
Institutions and Professional Structure This system has a very loose organization. There is no central authority,
official form of accreditation, leadership hierarchy, means of recognition, standards, or control over
community of participants. Each sect of faith healers appears to be independent. Each healing evangelist
works independently; they run their own separate healing ministries. No common organization associates
them. These evangelists play a huge role in the system. Without their large-scale events and publicity efforts,
the system would certainly exist on a much smaller scale. The charismatic leaders of this movement have
established their own mega-ministries to ensure the transcendence of their mission. These ministries are an
attempt to add structure and organization to a very diverse and decentralized movement. Examples of
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web-sites of these ministries are available in Appendix A. The roots of the faith healing movement are clearly
biblical. Beyond the Bible stories, various churches throughout history have believed God would heal his sick
children. Even before the Protestant movement, faith healing was a common belief in the Roman Catholic
Church. While there is no clear originator of the modern faith-healing movement, E. Kenyon was the first
modern theologian to begin exploring doctrines of this nature in the early s. The concept that sickness is a
symptom of un-confessed sin or lack of faith began to gain popularity. However, this faith-healing system did
not become a defined and popular practice until the s. The evangelist Kenneth Hagin is often credited with the
exponential growth of the faith-healing movement. On an international level, groups in many of these other
countries that parallel faith-healing practices predate the influence of Christianity. While many of the
participants in this tradition could be categorized as evangelical Christians, it is interested that the main focus
and purpose of this ministries is healing. Granted, these individuals use their transformation testimonials to
legitimate and promote their faith, but the focus of the healing meetings is only to cure the afflicted believers.
Representative Examples of Argumentation: This system conflicts with numerous other systems. Medical
science discredits all the healing claims of this tradition. Other Christians say this system is characterized by
unorthodox theology and fraud. For example, theological problems occur when the faith-healers say that all
illness and strife are a result of un-confessed sin. Compared to the overall Christian tradition, faith healing is
an extreme, fringe movement. The beliefs and teachings of the faith healers are not considered mainstream.
The response of the faith healers to all these criticism is almost always the same, and comes in the form of a
personal attack on the criticizer. They say that if you disagree with the believers in this system, it simply
means you do not have enough faith. If you really believed you would see things differently. Unless you are an
insider and have experienced the gifts of the Holy Spirit, you cannot understand. They also maintain, against
medical criticisms, that these cures are physical and real. Suggested Position in Comparative Scales: The
following is an analysis of the faith healing tradition on a variety of scales. The range is numeric, from
Relative emphasis on traditional authorityor the testimony of experience X On this scale faith healing is given
a 9. The testimony of experience is the primary emphasis. Healers are given credibility in this tradition by
their success rate and testimonials, not by traditional means of church endorsement or ordination. These
groups do not follow traditional ecclesiastical structure or doctrine, but are more based on practice and
feelings. Authority in this system is result driven. And while it is linked to traditional Biblical healing and the
miracles of the first followers of Christ, the legitimacy of leaders are not checked by such biblical standards,
but by the healing powers they claim and demonstrate. Thus modern and current experiences, not traditions,
receive emphasis. Relative centralization of authorityor decentralization X Instantaneous faith healing is given
a It is a highly decentralized system. While there are several different churches and evangelists who practice
this healing, they are not linked in any official way. Only common beliefs link them together; there is not
organizational structure or common authority. The only forms of accountability are their results and
popularity. Each individual charismatic group or evangelist does things its own way. Relative emphasis on
invisible realitiesor material earthly ones X On this scale faith healing is given a 7. While the emphasis is
predominantly material: The physical act is the primary focus, and it is material. But the process that causes
the healing, the transforming through the power of the Holy Spirit, is a spiritual infusion process that is
unobservable and immaterial. Mainly spiritual or moral objectivesor pragmatic aims X The aims and
objectives of healing are pragmatic. Cures of ailments are the primary purpose. Moral and spiritual elements,
namely faith, are seen as the end goal of such practices. While this system strongly emphasizes faith, a
spiritual attribute, it is not an objective. Faith is the means, not the end, of this system. Most power or agency
reserved for a divine beingor realizable in individuals X On this scale, Christian faith healing must rest in the
center with a score of 5. No healer claims to be performing miracles by their own power, the result is always
attributed to the glory of God.
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Seek and ye shall find. Knock and it shall be opened unto you.. Will not the Heavenly Father give the Holy
Spirit to those who ask him? One received all there was when one became converted. Speaking in tongues was
thought of as emotionalism. What if there IS a baptism of the Holy Spirit? It was forecast to be one of those
bitter Minnesota winter nights which make houses creak and pop with the cold. The morning weather forecast
had said it would be 20 degrees below zero Fahrenheit that night. Just as my husband was leaving for work,
our furnace ran out of oil. We were in desperate financial straits. He was working full time at a print shop as
well as putting in long hours trying to save our failing gas station business. We barely had enough money to
put a little food on the table. There was nothing left over for anything else. On Friday night when he got his
paycheck from the print shop, my husband would buy two five gallon cans of fuel oil for our furnace, and that
would have to last for the week. This particular week, we could afford only one. Now on Tuesday morning, it
was all gone. We would have to put oil in the tank and bleed the air out of the line before it would start again.
We seemed destined to be left to the mercy of the weather that night. I knew that within a few hours it would
be getting quite chilly in the house. How would I protect my children? Maybe you could make it not get so
cold, or you could give us tough hides to see us through this. I will not ask for charity! My help is in You.
Jesus, you promised that you would never leave us comfortless. You promised that when you went away you
would send us another comforter. Little did I know what I was asking for. None of my religious upbringing
prepared me for what happened next. I felt a surge of powerful energy flowing in through the top of my head,
down my body through my feet, and back up again and out through my head. With my toes tingling, I felt
myself being lifted to my feet by unseen hands as words in a language I have never heard flowed from my
mouth. With hands held high I began dancing around the house praising the Lord and singing songs I knew,
and making up new songs of praise as I went. I tried to remember the few words I had spoken in that strange
language. It dawned on me that maybe this was what those crazy Pentecostals were experiencing. I knew
without one trace of doubt that Jesus would not leave me comfortless, that He would not let His little children
suffer. I continued through the day singing and praising God, I was so filled with praise and thanksgiving that
I had to let it out. I think that my children must have thought I was going nuts, doing my housework singing
and dancing and praising the Lord. You will not leave me comfortless. I put the children to bed with their
snowsuits on, and I piled on all the blankets I could find. It never occurred to me to worry that the water pipes
in the basement could freeze up. I was just so filled up with the presence of the Lord. I was reveling in it. My
husband came home after closing up the gas station late that night, crawled into bed with me and promptly fell
into an exhausted sleep. There was nothing else we could do about the heat. The little electric space heater
would have to do, because that was all we had. I got up to turn it off, since it would be senseless to let cold air
blow about the house. I pushed the thermostat lever all the way down as far as it would go, but the furnace
kept running since the house was already colder than the lowest setting. Next I went into the kitchen and
placed my hand over the hot air vent. To my utter amazement, warm air was coming out of the vent. I knew
that maybe You could moderate the weather, but to make an empty furnace run â€” that was a miracle greater
than anything I have ever heard of. There was warm air coming out of the vents. Sure enough, it read empty,
just as I knew it would. I tapped on the tank from the top on down to the bottom. It was hollow all the way.
There was no oil in the tank! Warm air was circulating all through my house. No one in his right mind would
ask God for something so outrageous. I asked for the Comforter, and I got Him although I did not fully
understand, because I had never been taught , and I also got the fire of God in my furnace. If I would have
asked for fire in my furnace, I am sure I would not have gotten it. I asked for the Comforter, and I got both
Him and physical comfort. I sat on the floor by the warm air vent next to the patio door and looked out at the
stars shining brightly in the cold winter night and continued praising and thanking the Lord. The next morning
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we set the thermostat to a more comfortable 72 degrees. The furnace continued to run without fuel until Friday
when we had money to buy oil again. God will take care of you too.

Page 4

DOWNLOAD PDF THE MIRACLE OF CHRISTIAN FAITH
Chapter 3 : 12 Absolutely Amazing Miracles - Beliefnet
The miracle displayed in the video below is the traditional mark of authenticity of any splinter of wood which people
might claim to be a segment of the true Holy Wood. The video shows a monk from Mount Athos placing the splinter of
the Holy Wood in a glass of water. Initially, the splinter.

By Wayne Jackson In discussing the theme of biblical miracles, several important areas of consideration must
be surveyed. First, exactly what is a miracle? People use that term rather looselyâ€”frequently, not at all in a
scriptural sense. And what are those tell-tale traits that identify the miracle and distinguish it from a natural
phenomenon? If folks only knew what to look for in certifying the miraculous, they surely would be aware
that supernatural deeds are not being performed in this age. Further, does the Bible itself contain any
information as to whether miraculous displays would be perpetual, i. These are questions which we propose to
answer in this study. Definition and Classification of Miracles How does one define a miracle? A miracle is an
event which the forces of natureâ€”including the natural powers of manâ€”cannot of themselves produce, and
which must, therefore, be referred to a supernatural agency Fisher , 9. A miracle is a divine operation that
transcends what is normally perceived as natural law; it cannot be explained upon any natural basis. The
miracles recorded in the Bible fall into several categories. The following examples are illustrative, though
certainly not exhaustive: First, there are supernatural acts of creation. Certain creation activities were
accomplished by the word of God Hebrews Second, there were miracles which involved a temporary and
localized suspension of laws regulating nature. Jesus calmed a ferocious storm on the Sea of Galilee Matthew
8: The blind were made to see John 9: Fourth, there were signs demonstrating divine power over death.
Lazarus, dead four days, was raised John Fifth, some of the wonders of the New Testament age had to do with
the expulsion of demons that had entered into human bodies Matthew Sixth, the exhibition of divine authority
was seen in the manipulation of certain material things. Christ turned water into wine John 2: Seventh,
miraculous power was demonstrated in both the plant and animal kingdoms. In this study, we will limit
ourselves mostly to a consideration of miracles recorded in the New Testament record. Characteristics of a
Genuine Miracle What are the traits of a genuine miracle, as opposed to feigned signs? Consider the following
facts. A supernatural display of divine power is not an arguable proposition; it is a dramatic, demonstrable
fact. No where in the New Testament is there a record of a divine spokesman arguing for the validity of
miracles. No logical scheme is needed to establish such a case. When Jesus performed signs, even his enemies
did not deny the effect of such; they merely attempted to attribute his power to some other source e. Is
anything being done today of such compelling nature as to elicit this type of reaction? In biblical times,
miracles always had a worthy motive. Signs were not done for the purpose of personal aggrandizement. When
Peter encountered the lame man of Acts 3, he had no money v. As a general rule, the miracles of the Bible era
were done in the presence of a multitude of credible witnessesâ€”even hostile observers. When the Lord
multiplied the loaves and fishes, possibly some ten thousand or more people were present cf. Genuine miracles
were not slow, progressive processes; rather, they produced instantaneous effects. In the New Testament, one
never reads such statements as this: True miracles must be subject to sense perception. The water that Jesus
turned into wine could be tasted John 2: The wonders of the Bible were objective demonstrations, not
subjective speculations! Actual signs must be independent of secondary causes. By this we mean there must
be no possible way to explain the miracle in a natural fashion. One is reminded of the boy whose cat gave
birth to kittens. When the lad noticed the kittens were blind, he prayed for them. Sure enough, in about nine
days they all could see! Can the miracles of Christ be explained in any natural fashion? For instance it cannot
be argued that the blind man of John 9: How can a perfectly restored ear, that had been amputated, be
explained by current processes Luke A genuine miracle will generate more than a superficial and temporary
interest. It will have an abiding effect. The miracles of Christ were never denied during the apostolic age, nor
even in the immediate ages beyond. We submit, therefore, that so-called modern miracles do not meet the
criteria suggested above. They thus must be rejected and explained upon some other basis. Their Purpose and
Method of Reception What was the purpose of miracles in the ministry of Christ, or in the apostolic age? As
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noted above, their design must be consistent with the lofty theme of redemption. Of the early disciples who
were endowed with spiritual gifts, Mark declares: And they went forth, and preached everywhere, the Lord
working with them, and confirming the word by the signs that followed Mark The function of the signs was to
confirm the revelatory process, i. The writer of Hebrews argues similarly. The word denotes evidence that
establishes the validity of the divinely-given word Brown , The supernatural gifts of the primitive age,
therefore, had as their design the establishment of the credibility of Christ and his spokesmen, and so
ultimately, the validation of their message, namely, that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, the Savior of the
world! Now observe this very important point. If it can be established that those early miracles do corroborate
the testimony of Christ, and those commissioned by him; and further, that the recording of these events in the
New Testament was designed to perpetually accomplish that function, then it stands as demonstrated that the
repetition of such signs is not needed today. The fact is, that is exactly what is affirmed by the apostle John.
Even those who claim that God is working miracles today, when asked if they believe that the recorded
miracles of Christ in the New Testament are sufficient to establish faith in him, will answer affirmatively. It
ought to be abundantly clear, therefore, that since the miracles of the Bible continue to accomplish their
original purpose, there is no need for a repetition of them today. They are not being replicated in this age!
Next, one should explore the method of gift reception, as that concept is set forth in the New Testament.
Christ, of course, was empowered directly by God to work miracles. So far as New Testament information
goes, there were only two ways by which others received spiritual gifts in the apostolic era. The first was by
means of Holy Spirit baptism, i. Let us consider the biblical facts regarding these two matters. Holy Spirit
baptism was demonstrated in only two New Testament situations. It was given to the apostles of Christ Acts 1:
Then, as a very special case, it was received by the household of Cornelius Acts Is Holy Spirit baptism
available today? We can show that it is not by the following logical argument. First, when Paul wrote to the
Ephesians ca. It is generally conceded that this baptism must be either Holy Spirit baptism or water baptism. If
it can be established that the one baptism of Ephesians 4: That water baptism is age-lasting is demonstrated by
the fact that it is the baptism of the great commission cf. Whatever the baptism of this passage is, therefore, it
continues in force until the end. This baptism, however, must be water baptism, as evidenced by the fact that it
is administered by human beings: It must be concluded, therefore, that the one baptism of Ephesians 4: Such
being the case, spiritual gifts are not received via Holy Spirit baptism today. Other than by Holy Spirit
baptism, miraculous gifts could be conveyed only by an apostle of Christ. Philip, the evangelist not an apostle
, could perform miracles, but he could not pass that gift along to others. Accordingly, apostles, namely Peter
and John, were sent to Samaria, where Philip had been preaching, so that the church there might be furnished
with certain divine gifts cf. He wanted to purchase that privilege for himself, but he was informed that he had
neither part nor lot in that matter, i. Such, however, was a very illogical position, for that church possessed
spiritual gifts 1 Corinthians , and they had received them from none other than Paul. If to others I am not an
apostle, yet at least I am to you; for the seal of mine apostleship are ye in the Lord 1 Corinthians 9: Some
argue that 1 Timothy 4: However, the passage does not suggest that. This verse asserts that Timothy had
received a spiritual gift on the same general occasion when elders had laid hands upon the
evangelistâ€”doubtless to appoint him to some special mission. It does not affirm that the elders themselves
imparted miracle-working ability to Timothy. Since, therefore, there is no Holy Spirit baptism today; and
further, since there are no apostles or successors to them in this age, it should be quite clear that men are not in
possession of supernatural gifts of the Spirit in this post-apostolic era of the Christian dispensation. Two
Contexts Considered Were miraculous gifts to abide with the church until the end of time, or, due to their
specific design, were they only a temporary phenomena? This matter is discussed rather comprehensively in
two New Testament contexts.
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Here the term miracle refers to common The Essential Truths of the Christian Faith devotional is excerpted from
Essential Truths of the Christian Faith.

It is an occurrence at once above nature and above man. It shows the intervention of a power that is not limited
by the laws either of matter or of mind, a power interrupting the fixed laws which govern their movements, a
supernatural power. One force counteracts another: When a man raises a weight from the ground, the law of
gravity is neither suspended nor violated, but counteracted by a stronger force. The same is true as to the
walking of Christ on the water and the swimming of iron at the command of the prophet. The simple and
grand truth that the universe is not under the exclusive control of physical forces, but that everywhere and
always there is above, separate from and superior to all else, an infinite personal will, not superceding, but
directing and controlling all physical causes, acting with or without them. In the New Testament these four
Greek words are principally used to designate miracles: Purpose Miracles are seals of a divine mission. The
sacred writers appealed to them as proofs that they were messengers of God. Our Lord also appealed to
miracles as a conclusive proof of his divine mission John 5: Thus, being out of the common course of nature
and beyond the power of man, they are fitted to convey the impression of the presence and power of God.
Where miracles are there certainly God is. The teacher points to these credentials, and they are a proof that he
speaks with the authority of God. The witnesses were competent, and their testimony is trustworthy.
Unbelievers, following Hume, deny that any testimony can prove a miracle, because they say miracles are
impossible. We have shown that miracles are possible, and surely they can be borne witness to. Surely they are
credible when we have abundant and trustworthy evidence of their occurrence. They are credible just as any
facts of history well authenticated are credible. Miracles, it is said, are contrary to experience. Of course they
are contrary to our experience, but that does not prove that they were contrary to the experience of those who
witnessed them. We believe a thousand facts, both of history and of science, that are contrary to our
experience, but we believe them on the ground of competent testimony. An atheist or a pantheist must, as a
matter of course, deny the possibility of miracles; but to one who believes in a personal God , who in his
wisdom may see fit to interfere with the ordinary processes of nature, miracles are not impossible, nor are they
incredible.
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Being a Christian is a much deeper life than simply asking Jesus to come into your heart and believing in the
forgiveness of sins. It's a life of development and growth in the things of Christ.

Expand Collapse Can you think of one miracle you have performed? Think back over your entire life, and see
if you can remember one occasion when you performed something supernatural. In fact, I know I have never
performed a miracle. And I am guessing you have reached the same conclusion regarding yourself. We have
the natural tendency, even as Christians, to assume that our spiritual life is primarily the result of our own
efforts, contributions, and personal power. But nothing could be further from the truth. The Christian life itself
is a miracle. And it is very different than what a person gets when man is the source of his religious
experience. Human beings can choose to be religious, but only God can produce the Christian life. It begins
when a person repents of his sin and believes the good news that Jesus died on the cross to pay for our sins.
No one becomes a Christian apart from the miracle of conversion. That is to say, a new believer immediately
begins to live for the Lord. The temptation is to assume: Jesus saved me, and now I am the one who must
produce righteous fruit in my heart and life. But that is not how it works. In fact, such a plan will backfire. The
correct way to understand Christianity is to recognize that the miracle of the Christian life can only be
produced by God. After all, you and I are not capable of performing even one miracle by our own power. We
have already established that fact, right? And so we need God just as much in our life of discipleship as we did
when we first came to know Christ. And thankfully, God is more than willing to provide just what is needed at
every point along the way. Scripture reveals the power source of the Christian life. Jesus said, "Remain in me,
and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear
fruit unless you remain in me. I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will
bear much fruit. You and I do not possess that kind of power. Therefore, it must be given to us if we are going
to walk in it and experience it on a daily basis. Our natural tendency, even as believers, is to assume: I am wise
enough and strong enough to handle this life of discipleship. In reality, you and I are not wise enough or
strong enough to do it. We need God to do it in us and through us. Remember, we are merely the branches.
You and I are not the vine. The apostle Paul described his life of discipleship this way: He has made us
competent as ministers of a new covenant â€” not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the
Spirit gives life. We are powerless to pull it off. And so the Holy Spirit came at Pentecost to empower the
apostles to boldly proclaim the Gospel and to live for Christ. Pentecost was just as much of a miracle as
Calvary. The other "clothed" Christians with "power.
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Faith healing by Fernando Suarez , Philippines Regarded as a Christian belief that God heals people through
the power of the Holy Spirit , faith healing often involves the laying on of hands. It is also called supernatural
healing, divine healing, and miracle healing, among other things. Healing in the Bible is often associated with
the ministry of specific individuals including Elijah , Jesus and Paul. Cherry views faith healing as a pathway
of healing in which God uses both the natural and the supernatural to heal. When you are healed rests entirely
on what the sovereign purposes of the Healer are. Proponents of faith healing say it may come later, and it
may not come in this life. Please help improve this article by adding references to reliable secondary sources ,
with multiple points of view. September Learn how and when to remove this template message Parts of the
four gospels in the New Testament say that Jesus cured physical ailments well outside the capacity of
first-century medicine. One example is the case of "a woman who had had a discharge of blood for twelve
years, and who had suffered much under many physicians, and had spent all that she had, and was not better
but rather grew worse. Be cured from your illness. Jesus endorsed the use of the medical assistance of the time
medicines of oil and wine when he told the parable of the Good Samaritan Luke Jesus then told the doubting
teacher of the law who had elicited this parable by his self-justifying question, "And who is my neighbor?
Jesus also told his followers to "cure sick people, raise up dead persons, make lepers clean, expel demons. You
received free, give free". Jesus used miracles to convince people that he was inaugurating the Messianic Age.
At the beginning of the 20th century, the new Pentecostal movement drew participants from the Holiness
movement and other movements in America that already believed in divine healing. By the s, several faith
healers drew large crowds and established worldwide followings. The first Pentecostals in the modern sense
appeared in Topeka, Kansas , in a Bible school conducted by Charles Fox Parham , a holiness teacher and
former Methodist pastor. A former English plumber turned evangelist who lived simply and read nothing but
the Bible from the time his wife taught him to read, Wigglesworth traveled around the world preaching about
Jesus and performing faith healings. Branham has been credited as the initiater of the post-World War II
healing revivals. Because of this, Branham has been recognized as the "father of modern faith healers. My
parents believed very strongly in medical science and we have a doctor who takes care of our children when
they get sick. I cannot heal anyone â€” God does that. Also in this era, Jack Coe [33] [34] and A. Allen [35]
were faith healers who traveled with large tents for large open-air crusades. His former pilot, Kenneth
Copeland , started a healing ministry. Pat Robertson , Benny Hinn , and Peter Popoff became well-known
televangelists who claimed to heal the sick. Kuhlman influenced Benny Hinn, who adopted some of her
techniques and wrote a book about her. Intercession of saints The Roman Catholic Church recognizes two "not
mutually exclusive" kinds of healing, [38] I,3 [39] nn2â€”3 one justified by science and one justified by faith:
Catholic magazine, "Even in this skeptical, postmodern, scientific ageâ€”miracles really are possible. Pope
Francis tightened the rules on money and miracles in the canonization process. While the popular conception
of a miracle can be wide-ranging, the Catholic Church has a specific definition for the kind of miracle
formally recognized in a canonization process. Vermeersch identifies ambiguity and equivocal nature of the
miraculous cures as a key feature of miraculous events. Please help improve this article by adding citations to
reliable sources. Unsourced material may be challenged and removed. Christian Scientists believe that healing
through prayer is possible insofar as it succeeds in correcting the distortion. The chapter "Prayer" in Science
and Health with Key to the Scriptures gives a full account of healing through prayer, while the testimonies at
the end of the book are written by people who believe they have been healed through spiritual understanding
gained from reading the book. Latter-day Saints believe that the Priesthood of God, held by prophets such as
Moses and worthy disciples of the Savior, was restored via heavenly messengers to the first prophet of this
dispensation, Joseph Smith. Brigham Young stated this effectively, while also noting that the ultimate
outcome is still dependent on the will of God. It appears consistent to me to apply every remedy that comes
within the range of my knowledge, and to ask my Father in Heaven, in the name of Jesus Christ, to sanctify
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that application to the healing of my body. According to my faith, ask the Lord Almighty to â€¦ heal the sick.
This is our privilege, when so situated that we cannot get anything to help ourselves. Then the Lord and his
servants can do all. But it is my duty to do, when I have it in my power. Relevant discussion may be found on
Talk: Please help to ensure that disputed statements are reliably sourced. April Konkhogin Haokip has claimed
some Muslims believe that the Quran was sent not only as a revelation, but as a medicine, and that they
believe the Quran heals any physical and spiritual ailments through such practices as Reciting the Quran over
water or olive oil and drinking, bathing or anointing oneself with it. Placing the right hand on a place that is in
pain, or placing the right hand on the forehead and reciting Sura Al-Fatiha. These methods are referred to as
ruqyah. Ron Hubbard in Dianetics: The Modern Science of Mental Health and other writings. Studies on
intercessory prayer Nearly all [a] scientists dismiss faith healing as pseudoscience. I have also visited
Epidaurus in Greece and Pergamum in Turkey, healing shrines of the pagan god Asklepios. The miraculous
healings recorded in both places were remarkably the same. There are, for example, many crutches hanging in
the grotto of Lourdes, mute witness to those who arrived lame and left whole. There are, however, no
prosthetic limbs among them, no witnesses to paraplegics whose lost limbs were restored. These patients
would have improved just as well even had they done nothing. The second is the placebo effect, through
which a person may experience genuine pain relief and other symptomatic alleviation. In this case, the patient
genuinely has been helped by the faith healer or faith-based remedy, not through any mysterious or numinous
function, but by the power of their own belief that they would be healed. According to the American Cancer
Society: One review published in looked at cases of deaths among children treated by faith healing instead of
conventional methods. These researchers estimated that if conventional treatment had been given, the survival
rate for most of these children would have been more than 90 percent, with the remainder of the children also
having a good chance of survival. A more recent study found that more than children had died of treatable
illnesses in the United States over the past thirty years because their parents relied on spiritual healing rather
than conventional medical treatment. The American Medical Association considers that prayer as therapy
should not be a medically reimbursable or deductible expense. The first is widely termed the
"open-but-cautious" view of the miraculous in the church today. This term is deliberately used by Robert L.
Saucy in the book Are Miraculous Gifts for Today?. The most common form of abuse is the view that since all
illness is directly or indirectly attributable to the devil and his works, and since Christ by his cross has
defeated the devil, and by his Spirit has given us the power to overcome him, healing is the inheritance right of
all true Christians who call upon the Lord with genuine faith. Commonly referred to as cessationism , its
adherents either claim that faith healing will not happen today at all, or may happen today, but it would be
unusual. In his book Perspectives on Pentecost [89] Gaffin states of healing and related gifts that "the
conclusion to be drawn is that as listed in 1 Corinthians 12 vv. Park [78] and doctor and consumer advocate
Stephen Barrett [3] have called into question the ethics of some exorbitant fees. Miracles for sale[ edit ] TV
personality Derren Brown produced a show on faith healing entitled "Miracles for sale" which arguably
exposed the art of faith healing as a scam. In this show, Derren trained a scuba diver trainer picked from the
general public to be a faith healer and took him to Texas to successfully deliver a faith healing session to a
congregation. For example, in at a Jack Coe revival service in Miami, Florida , Coe told the parents of a
three-year-old boy that he healed their son who had polio. Lewis , Coe was arrested and charged on February
6, with practicing medicine without a license, a felony in the state of Florida. Except with respect to the
withholding of medically indicated treatments from disabled infants with life threatening conditions, case by
case determinations concerning the exercise of the authority of this subsection shall be within the sole
discretion of the State. Thirty-one states have child-abuse religious exemptions. Of these, Idaho is the only
state accused of having a large number of deaths due to the legislation in recent times.

Page 10

DOWNLOAD PDF THE MIRACLE OF CHRISTIAN FAITH
Chapter 7 : Can God do miracles today? Does He hear my prayers for healing?
The lifelong process of sanctification is just as miraculous as the moment you were converted through faith in Christ. It's
just that the first miracle was on the front end of your relationship with God, while the miracle of the Christian life is an
ongoing reality in the heart of everyone who is born again.

Definitions[ edit ] The word "miracle" is usually used to describe any beneficial event that is physically
impossible or impossible to confirm by nature. Criteria for classifying an event as a miracle vary. Often a
religious text , such as the Bible or Quran , states that a miracle occurred, and believers may accept this as a
fact. Law of truly large numbers[ edit ] Main articles: For instance, when three classmates accidentally meet in
a different country decades after having left school, they may consider this as "miraculous". However, a
colossal number of events happen every moment on earth; thus extremely unlikely coincidences also happen
every moment. Events that are considered "impossible" are therefore not impossible at all â€” they are just
increasingly rare and dependent on the number of individual events. Littlewood suggested that individuals
should statistically expect one-in-a-million events "miracles" to happen to them at the rate of about one per
month. Philosophical explanations[ edit ] Aristotelian and Neo-Aristotelian[ edit ] The Aristotelian view of
God has God as pure actuality [7] and considers him as the prime mover doing only what a perfect being can
do, think. Directly or indirectly, their views are still prevalent in much of the religious Jewish community.
Epistemic theory of miracles In his Tractatus Theologico-Politicus Spinoza claims [10] that miracles are
merely lawlike events whose causes we are ignorant of. We should not treat them as having no cause or of
having a cause immediately available. Rather the miracle is for combating the ignorance it entails, like a
political project. Of Miracles According to the philosopher David Hume , a miracle is "a transgression of a law
of nature by a particular volition of the Deity, or by the interposition of some invisible agent". As miracles are
single events, the evidence for them is always limited and we experience them rarely. On the basis of
experience and evidence, the probability that miracle occurred is always less than the probability that it did not
occur. As it is rational to believe what is more probable, we are not supposed to have a good reason to believe
that a miracle occurred. According to a poll by the Pew Research Center, more than 90 percent of evangelical
Christians believe miracles still take place as well. However, officials in his court opposed him. Ichadon
schemed with the king, convincing him to make a proclamation granting Buddhism official state sanction
using the royal seal. Ichadon told the king to deny having made such a proclamation when the opposing
officials received it and demanded an explanation. Instead, Ichadon would confess and accept the punishment
of execution, for what would quickly be seen as a forgery. When Ichadon was executed on the 15th day of the
9th month in , his prophecy was fulfilled; the earth shook, the sun was darkened, beautiful flowers rained from
the sky, his severed head flew to the sacred Geumgang mountains, and milk instead of blood sprayed feet in
the air from his beheaded corpse. Thus, Somawathie Stupa in Sri Lanka is an increasingly popular site of
pilgrimage and tourist destination thanks to multiple reports about miraculous rays of light, apparitions and
modern legends , which often have been fixed in photographs and movies. Miracles of Jesus and Gift of
miracles The gospels record three sorts of miracles performed by Jesus: Jesus explains in the New Testament
that miracles are performed by faith in God. After Jesus returned to heaven, the book of Acts records the
disciples of Jesus praying to God to grant that miracles be done in his name, for the purpose of convincing
onlookers that he is alive. Other passages mention false prophets who will be able to perform miracles to
deceive "if possible, even the elect of Christ" Matthew Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan
with all power and signs and lying wonders, and with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that
perish; because they received not the love of the Truth, that they might be saved. These both were cast alive
into a lake of fire burning with brimstone. These miracles not committed by God are labeled as false pseudo
miracles though which could mean that they are deceptive in nature and are not the same as the true miracles
committed by God. The success of the Apostles according to the church historian Eusebius of Caesarea lay in
their miracles: Since the Age of Enlightenment , miracles have often needed to be rationalized: Lewis ,
Norman Geisler , William Lane Craig , and other 20th-century Christians have argued that miracles are
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reasonable and plausible. For example, Lewis said that a miracle is something that comes totally out of the
blue. If for thousands of years a woman can become pregnant only by sexual intercourse with a man, then if
she were to become pregnant without a man, it would be a miracle. Miracle reports are especially prevalent in
Roman Catholicism and Pentecostal or Charismatic churches. Marian apparition , Eucharistic Miracle ,
Stigmata , Weeping statue , Moving statues , Visions of Jesus and Mary , Incorruptibility , and Perceptions of
religious imagery in natural phenomena The Catholic Church believes miracles are works of God , either
directly, or through the prayers and intercessions of a specific saint or saints. There is usually a specific
purpose connected to a miracle, e. The Church says that it tries to be very cautious to approve the validity of
putative miracles. Before a person can be accepted as a saint, they must be confirmed as having performed two
miracles posthumously. Velankanni Mary can be traced to the midth century and is attributed to three
miracles: Only after all other possible explanations have been asserted to be inadequate will the Church
assume divine intervention and declare the miracle worthy of veneration by their followers. The Church does
not, however, enjoin belief in any extra-Scriptural miracle as an article of faith or as necessary for salvation.
Thomas Aquinas , a prominent Doctor of the Church , divided miracles into three types in his Summa contra
Gentiles: These works that are done by God outside the usual order assigned to things are wont to be called
miracles: And since at times one and the same cause is known to some and unknown to others, it happens that
of several who see an effect, some are astonished and some not: Wherefore it is wonderful to the latter but not
to the former. Accordingly a thing is wonderful simply, when its cause is hidden simply: Now God is the
cause which is hidden to every man simply: Therefore properly speaking miracles are works done by God
outside the order usually observed in things. Of these miracles there are various degrees and orders. The
highest degree in miracles comprises those works wherein something is done by God, that nature can never
do: Among these there is a certain order: The second degree in miracles belongs to those whereby God does
something that nature can do, but not in the same order: Among these miracles also, there are degrees,
according as the thing done is further removed from the faculty of nature. The third degree of miracles is when
God does what is wont to be done by the operation of nature, but without the operation of the natural
principles: This is a typical situation in Hindu mythology wherein "wondrous acts are performed for the
purpose of bringing spiritual liberation to those who witness or read about them. The scientific explanation for
the incident, attested by Indian academics, was that the material was wicked from the offering bowls by
capillary action.
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Chapter 8 : Miracle - Wikipedia
The Miracle Season is the story of the West High Girls volleyball team from Iowa City, Iowa. Coming off winning the
state championship the year before, the girls were set to have a fantastic season yet again â€” until their team captain
and star player, Caroline Found was killed in an accident just days before starting her senior year.

Its late at night where I am, and I have to go to work tomorrow, but I want to briefly write about something
which I hope will be of benefit to others in the future. I want to speak about the miracle of multiplication. Its
interesting that God always seems to start small. He only made two humans at the beginning, and during the
Great Flood, he arranged for just two animals of each kind to come into the ark, so that the earth would be
repopulated. What a small beginning for the Son of God! The church was born with a few men and women
gathered in an upper room, praying. It has grown since that time, through multiplication. At times we are faced
with tremendous needs and challenges. If we were to merely ADD solutions to the problems faced, we would
never be able to overcome them all. The needs are vast, but God is greater than all these things. Yet God has
chosen to work through the kind of fruit which contains in itself the seeds of further multiplication. In the
story of the feeding of the five thousand, we see God at work through Jesus to meet the needs of an assembled
audience. Today when we have large conferences we send people off to the local restaurants in order to cater
to their need for food, but when Jesus ministered out in the remote places there were no nearby restaurants.
You can read the story in Matthew Jesus and his disciples fed the multitude using 5 loaves and 2 fishes. It is
worthy of note that Jesus started with something that the people already had. You could say that what they had
was not much for so many people. You could say that God could have just created food out of nothing. But the
story unfolds in a way that shows how God works â€” it reveals something of the ways of God. Its interesting
that the pattern in this story is repeated several times in the New Testament. One of these times is at the Last
Supper. To meet a great need, God always starts with what we have. Its easy to despise the small resources
that we have many times when we start on a project for God, but God usually begins with such small things.
The key is to surrender what he have into the hands of the Lord. The boy who brought the five loaves and two
fishes to Jesus had more than enough for himself, but not enough for the needs of the multitude. So it is many
times with us. I look at my own situation, and the scope of vision that I have received from the Lord and the
sense of call that I have in my heart. Perhaps you feel the same way also about your own call. You know that
what you are called to do requires far more than what you currently have in your hands. But really, this is no
obstacle to God. What God is looking for is people who will take the first step, and surrender what they have
to Him. The boy in the story had to be willing to give up his lunch, and put it in the hands of Jesus. I suppose
he might have kept in for himself, but then he never would have been involved in the miracle. God has a plan
for your life to make you a blessing to multitudes. To fulfil that plan, the first thing you need to do is to
surrender yourself to God. Surrendering to God goes against our carnal nature. Something in our very nature
rebels against the idea of fully trusting God. But really, such a thought is not logical. If God was evil, He
could easily force us to give Him our wills and mock us. But He never does that. He made us with the capacity
to give ourselves to Him, but He never obliges us to do so by force. There is an unfolding of the goodness of
God that is only known by those who give what they have, including their own lives, to God. What does God
do with our lives once we give them to Him? He does the same as He did with those five loaves and two fish.
When you give your life to God, He will bless your life. Whether it be in healing, or deliverance, or in
restoration of relationships, or in some other way, God will definitely bless your life. And whatever you give
to God from a pure heart, God will bless. Sometimes we give God so little of what we have, and yet look at
the amazing things God is able to do with what He receives from our hands! Hopefully we can be encouraged
by this to more fully trust God. There is a lot on this site about how to receive blessings from God, and its an
important topic. However, God has much more in mind for your life than for you to be blessed. No matter how
blessed those 5 loaves and 2 fish were, they were not going to be a blessing until the next phase of the process
was complete. And this is the part of the process that for us is often the most painful. Until the loaves and fish
were broken, they were never going to multiply under the hands of Jesus. In the same way, God will lead us
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into situations and places where our own self will is going to be broken. We have to learn to be obedient to
God, to do His will, to be shaped and molded and conformed to His nature, which is the nature of Christ. The
Bible says that we are predestined to be conformed to the nature of Jesus Christ. Think about Jesus, how He
was and is. He so much gave Himself for others. But His ultimate giving of Himself could not happen until
His own body was broken on the cross. The real life of Jesus could not come to us until the blood of the Son
of God was spilled in our place. Until there was a payment for sin, mankind would always be divided from
God by a terrible wall of condemnation, hostility and alienation. Only God could break through that wall, and
He did so by the spilling of His own blood, and the breaking of His own body. Nothing less than that would
suffice. Nothing less than that could enable the impartation of the Life of God to the soul and spirit of man.
Just as Jesus went through this process for us, so we will go through it that we might be conformed to the
image of Jesus, and become a blessing for others. The breaking phase in our lives can occur on multiple
occasions, and it happens usually through suffering. It is through pain and suffering that we learn obedience to
God. But it transforms us from being selfish shallow people interested merely in our own gratification, to
mature, caring people who are a blessing for others. We have enough people in this world who are simply
concerned with their own physical, sexual and social gratification. The world is full of people who are looking
for sexual fulfillment and a sense of importance, and little else. Such people can easily be seduced into evil,
because there is no stronger principle at work in their lives than what tends to the gratification of these things,
even though it may be at the cost of others. People commit adultery, murder, reject truth, use lies and steal
because they are not filled with the Love of God. God has to break us, even as Christians, before we are really
able to reflect His glory fully. Its a painful thing, but very necessary. God does not do it to hurt us, neither is
He indifferent to us. But He has a plan for us which is bigger than what we are probably personally
comfortable with. To make us into the kind of people we need to be, we have to go through crisis and
suffering at certain seasons in our lives. After the breaking, comes the giving. The bread and fish that was
broken was given out to meet the needs of the people, and kept multiplying. And I believe that for us, our
highest fulfillment comes in being like God, being like Jesus, and being given out for the needs of others. It is
great that God wants to elevate us to such a high place. He wants to put something of his own noble character
in us. And faithful is He who called us, who also will do it. To be continued â€¦.
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There is no alleged miracle being performed today by Pentecostals, or those of a similar "Christian" persuasion, that
cannot be duplicated by various cults and non-Christian sects. Those who practice Christian Science, Mormonism,
Catholicism, Transcendental Meditation, Yoga, Psychic Healing, Scientology, New Age Crystal Healing, etc., claim.

If you have any questions, please review our Privacy Policy or email us at privacy biblegateway. This plan
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Log In Miracles Sometimes when I play golf with friends at my course which is marked by a high number of
water hazards , I will hit a poor shot that heads for a lake and then skips across the surface to land safely on the
other side. Nor does it require a miracle to skip a golf ball over water. As long as the ball has the proper spin
and trajectory, it is a simple matter. The term miracle tends to be used loosely today. A touchdown pass, a
narrow escape, or the beauty of a sunset are routinely called miracles. But the word miracle can be used in
three distinct ways. The first describes common, but nevertheless impressive, events. We speak of the birth of
a baby, for instance, as a miracle. In so doing, we honor God for the intricacy and beauty of His creation. We
stand in awe of the majesty of the cosmos as God works through the secondary means of natural laws, which
are themselves creations of God. Here the term miracle refers to common things that point to an uncommon
cause in the power of God. A second way in which we use the term miracle is similar to the first. The star of
Bethlehem, for instance, perhaps had a natural, scientific cause. The extraordinary alignment of a group of
stars, or a supernova may explain its brightness. To concede this possibility, however, makes the event no less
a miracle. It pointed the magi to Bethlehem. The star is then a miracle of timing and placement. Such a
miracle honors God as He weaves the tapestry of history in such a way that the event occurred in a miraculous
way. Thirdly, miracles refer to acts of God against nature. This is the more technical usage of the term. There
can be no natural explanation for these events. They serve to validate Christ as the divine Son of God. The
Bible uses several words to capture the concept contained in the single word miracle. The Bible speaks of
signs, wonders, and powers. In its narrowest sense, we link miracle to the biblical word for sign. Miracles are
called signs because like all signs they point beyond themselves to something more significant. God used
miracles to prove or attest His agents of divine revelation Hebrews 2: God gave Moses the power to perform
miracles in order to demonstrate that He had sent Moses. So also the Father authenticated the Son through the
signs that He performed. Today there are three distinct views of miracles. The first is the skeptical view that
denies that miracles can ever happen. The second view argues that miracles happened in Bible times and
continue to happen today. The third view is that true miracles happened in the Bible, but God ceased
performing miracles once His revelation was established in Scripture. This view holds that God still works in
the world in a supernatural way but no longer grants miracle-working power to human beings. The Bible
speaks of signs, powers, and wonders. The Bible records different types of miracles. All miracles are
supernatural events, but not all supernatural events are miracles.
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