DOWNLOAD PDF THE POVERTY OF PREACHING IN THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH

Chapter 1 : 'That was a black church sermon': Rev. Michael Curry brings passion to the Church of England
I believe that preaching in the Episcopal Church is generally poor By that I mean simply that there is a general failure to
preach the gospel of the good news of God in Christ. A former dean of King's College, Cambridge, put it this way in
commenting on preaching in the Episcopal Church in the.

A discerning inquirer just happens to be reading Isaiah when Philip walks by. There is conversion, there is
baptism. A disciple follows the unlikely leading of the Spirit and eureka, conversion of a foreign dignitary!
And, frankly, its hard to believe is true. There are, after all, certain conditions of plausibility that we western
moderns believe stories are supposed to meet. The man is a eunuch. For all intents and purposes, that means
he has not hope of progeny. The man is a court officialâ€” a treasurerâ€” for the Queen of Ethiopia. So he has
some power and presumably some loyalty to his country of origin. Yet he is a proselyte, a convert to Judaism,
and therefore likely on the periphery of the culture which he serves. His national identity is muddled, at home
neither in one nor the other. He is a proselyte, who has gone up to Jerusalem for worship. But a castrated
proselyte, who, at least according to Deuteronomic law, is therefore disallowed from participating in the
assembly. After all, what good is a seedless man to a family-based people. There must have been a certain
amount of disappointment in his trip to Jerusalem. It is fitting that Philip meets him on the road in between
Jerusalem and Ethiopia, because it is that liminal place that the eunuch inhabits. Neither fully one nor the
other. The eunuch was a committed student of Torah. As anyone who has tried desperately to prove they
belong can attest, being a good student of the subject is crucial. Rather, I imagine these were well-worn words
for the eunuch. A passage he turned to often in life. For they are words that describe another man, humiliated,
from whom justice was denied, without hope of future generations, a man whose life was taken away. No
doubt he read something of himself when he read those words. When Philip comes upon the eunuch, this is the
man he meets. A man despairing in his loneliness, for whom the rise to power in Ethiopia has not salved all
wounds, a man who fears he will die alone and be forgotten. A man who is savoring in the rare occasion when
he finds himself in scripture, but is not comforted by what he reads. From the mouth of a fellow observer of
Torah, the eunuch hears a gospel of embrace. He hears that he belongs fully among the people of Jesus. That
the life, death, resurrection, and ascension of this Messiah have meant something for him and for the whole
world. That the way of Jesus speaks against the ways in which blood and border define people. That anyone
who is baptized dies and is risen into new life with Jesus. Whatever Philip said, the eunuch gets it. And he
wants to be baptized. So they get down off the chariot, wade into a nearby stream, and the eunuch is baptized.
Perhaps in the most mundane detail of the whole narrative, Luke makes the ridiculous, mythical claim that a
man unable to produce heirs, a man without a family, with a little water now has siblings, spouses, and
children. Thankfully the alleluias still ring out each week, but I wonder if you, like me, have already forgotten
the absurd and bizarre things we proclaimed at the Easter vigil about our baptism. Confess the faith of Christ
crucified, proclaim his resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood. In our vows and in renewing
our baptismal covenant, we proclaimed what we believe God in baptism makes of usâ€” siblings, parents,
children of humans that our other communities tell us we have no business with. We belong to each other and
to all people in the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic church. Especially in a time when cultural storytellers are
doing there best to criminalize poverty, in a time when cultural storytellers demonize black lives and justify
the murders of black Americans, in a time when cultural storytellers denigrate the lives of migrants, we,
members of a majority white church, must be reminded that those storytellers are criminalizing our family, our
siblings. Now I know that, after a while, talking about baptismal identity can start to sound like abstract
nonsense. The eunuch goes home, to Ethiopia. And so must we. He goes home, but no longer as one who
follows the standards set for him in Ethiopia. He goes home but with a willingness to risk transgression, to
cross boundaries of belonging, to find himself where he is not supposed to beâ€” an official of his rank, living
in a house in a neighborhood that does not reflect his income. He goes home, but with a willingness to be
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misunderstood by all, mistrusted by most, and deemed crazy. In short, he goes home to the same place but
unsettles it. He brings the good news he has heard from Philip and establishes a new community, the church in
Ethiopia. And lest we romantically or naively think that is an easy task, let us be assured that is an act of
resistance. It demands a willingness to sacrifice deep-seated loves just for the sake of showing someone they
are welcome. It is inherently difficult. But it is the life and the joy to which the Spirit called the eunuch and
equally calls us. And that may not be all bad. Home is the community of resistance in which God makes new
families. Here in this place and out in your world, this is what baptism teaches us about home and belonging.
Talk about a crazy story.
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Chapter 2 : Sermons at Grace & Holy Trinity Church â€“ Grace & Holy Trinity Episcopal Church
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry is the honorary chairman of the Episcopal Preaching Foundation, which A. Gary Shilling
started 30 years ago to improve preaching in the Episcopal Church.

Episcopal News Service The line of hungry students begins to form about 8: A California native, Winona had
no prior religious affiliation but said she was drawn to the Episcopal campus ministry after meeting the Rev.
News and World Report. At public institutions, the increases are even higher, rising more than percent for
out-of-state students and percent for in-state students, according to the report. All are welcome, and the sense
of community and camaraderie has deepened. Instead, of the 17 million undergraduate students in the U. From
New York to California and elsewhere, Libby and other Episcopal campus ministers say they have adapted to
the changing needs of such students. Some students are veterans returning from active duty, others are
LGBTQ students seeking a safe space. Some have even created gardens to offer fresh food for cooking a
community meal together. The rising costs of school are really impacting how they are able to live outside of
school hours. Once a week, the veterans meet and make casseroles for their families. They cook meals for five
days to take home. Sometimes, these are the only hot meals their families have all week. Student homeless
shelter in San Jose The Rev. So far, about 20 students have lived there at various times in the past two years.
She also helps them find work to become self-sustaining. Students are bombarded with pressures to perform,
study, attend classes, finish assignments, and all the other things going on within yourself in that age group.
And, all the questions â€” Who am I? A Canterbury alum from the University of Kansas, James said the
ministry today is very different than the one she remembers. This is about feeding people with dignity and
respect. James, who helps run the Ulster pantry, said there are 37 active food pantries in the State University
of New York system. The average age of students in on the Ulster campus was She also has counseled
students on the brink of homelessness.
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Chapter 3 : Sermons â€“ St. James Episcopal Church
The sermon draws together the life of the parish community, the life of the preacher, and the lives of those who hear the
sermon. Preaching is to reflect God's presence, love, and guidance in a particular moment of the church's life.

American Bishop Michael Curry addresses royal wedding U. It seems like the whole planet tuned in to watch
the royal wedding. It was a beautiful occasion on a beautiful day, and Harry and Meghan looked just the part.
Young and in love. The wedding had it all: Then there was the sermon. Many people are saying the preacher
stole the show. The reactions among media and on Twitter were amazing. When has Buzzfeed ever posted a
sermon?! TV network commentators were gobsmacked. Let love sweep into your life and change you. Meet
people who, like Bishop Curry, are serious about love. If you found that message powerful, then go to church.
Before you get to church, you should know a few things first. What you will find in church is better than all
that, however. The gospel of Jesus Christ begins in imperfection. You and I are broken. But the love of God in
Jesus Christ can make us whole. Churches are communities of people looking for wholeness, and then sharing
that healing love with a world in need. In church, week in and week out, we hear that violence, poverty, and
hatred do not have the last word. We hear the Gospel, that love, hope, justice, and mercy have the final word.
We saw glimpses of this at the royal wedding. We pray ancient, lovely prayers. We hear and preach the word
of God. We receive the sacraments. And we engage the real problems of the world with the boldness and truth
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. In most countries of the world, there are Anglican or Episcopal churches that
would love to welcome you tomorrow. As Bishop Curry said, Because when love is the way, we actually treat
each other, well, like we are actually family. When love is the way, we know that God is the source of us all
and we are brothers and sisters, children of God. When the church is at its best, love is the way. Come
experience that love, and join the effort to share that love with the whole world. Scott Gunn is an Episcopal
priest and serves as executive director of Forward Movement. He is co-author of Faithful Questions:
Exploring the Way with Jesus. You can follow him on Twitter scottagunn or read his blog at www.
Chapter 4 : John Claypool: Episcopal Preacher | The Archives of the Episcopal Church
The head of the Episcopal Church spoke about poverty, hunger, and war during Prince Harry and Meghan Markle's
nuptials. eliminating poverty was a big theme during Curry's sermon on.

Chapter 5 : Sermons about Poverty - calendrierdelascience.com
Prince Harry and Meghan Markle listen to a sermon by Presiding Bishop Michael Curry, primate of the Episcopal
Church, in St. George's Chapel at Windsor Castle during their wedding service on May

Chapter 6 : Journals of General Convention | The Archives of the Episcopal Church
"From the music, the preaching, to the content of the message â€” not just the style," said Tyler, "that was a black
church sermon." Barbara Dianne Savage, a professor of American social thought at the University of Pennsylvania,
wrote in an email: "It was the 'black Episcopal church' that was on display.".

Chapter 7 : Episcopal Diocese of Mississippi | Diocese of Mississippi
Episcopal Church Presiding Bishop and Primate Michael Curry preached at the royal wedding of Prince Harry and
Meghan Markle. Worldwide headlines heralded the May 19 wedding of the Prince Henry Charles Albert David of Wales member of the English royal family and sixth in line for the throne - and Rachel Meghan Markle, an American actress.
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Chapter 8 : Sermons | Grace Episcopal Church
All church communities will need to address what the impact of poverty. A friend of mine, The Rev. J. D. Clarke, a
married father of two and an ordained deacon in the Episcopal Church, runs a soup kitchen and shelter at an Episcopal
Church on Park Avenue.

Chapter 9 : St. James Episcopal Church
We're raising the bar on preaching in the Episcopal Church According to a survey that was conducted in , only 23% of
the American population attends church on a regular basis. While less than a quater of the population attend worship
regulary, over 52% of the population seldomly or never attend religious services.
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