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After decades of talk, we finally began to wean ourselves off foreign oil, and doubled our production of clean
energy. We brought more of our troops home to their families, and delivered justice to Osama bin Laden. We
put policies in place to help students with loans; protect consumers from fraud; and cut veteran homelessness
almost in half. And through countless acts of quiet courage, America learned that love has no limits, and
marriage equality is now a reality across the land. By so many measures, our country is stronger and more
prosperous than it was when we started. We need to keep making our streets safer and our criminal justice
system fairer; our homeland more secure, and our world more peaceful and sustainable for the next generation.
That work involves a big choice this November. Fair to say, this is not your typical election. This is a more
fundamental choice â€” about who we are as a people, and whether we stay true to this great American
experiment in self-government. What we heard was a deeply pessimistic vision of a country where we turn
against each other, and turn away from the rest of the world. There were no serious solutions to pressing
problems â€” just the fanning of resentment, and blame, and anger, and hate. And that is not the America I
know. The America I know is full of courage, and optimism, and ingenuity. The America I know is decent and
generous. Sure, we have real anxieties â€” about paying the bills, protecting our kids, caring for a sick parent.
We get frustrated with political gridlock, worry about racial divisions; are shocked and saddened by the
madness of Orlando or Nice. There are pockets of America that never recovered from factory closures; men
who took pride in hard work and providing for their families who now feel forgotten; parents who wonder
whether their kids will have the same opportunities we had. All that is real. I see people working hard and
starting businesses; people teaching kids and serving our country. I see engineers inventing stuff, and doctors
coming up with new cures. I see a younger generation full of energy and new ideas, not constrained by what
is, ready to seize what ought to be. Most of all, I see Americans of every party, every background, every faith
who believe that we are stronger together â€” black, white, Latino, Asian, Native American; young and old;
gay, straight, men, women, folks with disabilities, all pledging allegiance, under the same proud flag, to this
big, bold country that we love. Now, eight years ago, Hillary and I were rivals for the Democratic nomination.
We battled for a year and a half. Every time I thought I might have that race won, Hillary just came back
stronger. But after it was all over, I asked Hillary to join my team. She was a little surprised, but ultimately
said yes â€” because she knew that what was at stake was bigger than either of us. And for four years, I had a
front-row seat to her intelligence, her judgment, and her discipline. You know, nothing truly prepares you for
the demands of the Oval Office. Even in the middle of crisis, she listens to people, and keeps her cool, and
treats everybody with respect. And no matter how daunting the odds; no matter how much people try to knock
her down, she never, ever quits. And, by the way, in case you were wondering about her judgment, look at her
choice of running mate. Tim Kaine is as good a man, as humble and committed a public servant, as anyone I
know. Just like my dear friend and brother Joe Biden has made me a better President. Not really a facts guy,
either. If so, you should vote for him. If you want someone with a lifelong track record of fighting for higher
wages, better benefits, a fairer tax code, a bigger voice for workers, and stronger regulations on Wall Street,
then you should vote for Hillary Clinton. Hillary Clinton is respected around the world not just by leaders, but
by the people they serve. And she has the judgment, the experience, and the temperament to meet the threat
from terrorism. Our troops have pounded ISIL without mercy, taking out leaders, taking back territory. She is
fit to be the next Commander-in-Chief. Meanwhile, Donald Trump calls our military a disaster. He suggests
America is weak. He must not hear the billions of men, women, and children, from the Baltics to Burma, who
still look to America to be the light of freedom, dignity, and human rights. We meet our commitments.
America is already great. America is already strong. And I promise you, our strength, our greatness, does not
depend on Donald Trump. And that, in the end, may be the biggest difference in this election â€” the meaning
of our democracy. That is another bet that Donald Trump will lose. We are not a fragile or frightful people.
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Our power comes from those immortal declarations first put to paper right here in Philadelphia all those years
ago; We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal; that together, We, the People, can
form a more perfect union. She knows that this is a big, diverse country, and that most issues are rarely black
and white. She knows that for progress to happen, we have to listen to each other, see ourselves in each other,
fight for our principles but also fight to find common ground, no matter how elusive that may seem. Hillary
knows we can insist on a lawful and orderly immigration system while still seeing striving students and their
toiling parents as loving families, not criminals or rapists; families that came here for the same reasons our
forebears came â€” to work, and study, and make a better life, in a place where we can talk and worship and
love as we please. She knows their dream is quintessentially American, and the American Dream is something
no wall will ever contain. It can be frustrating, this business of democracy. Trust me, I know. When the other
side refuses to compromise, progress can stall. But I promise you, when we keep at it; when we change
enough minds; when we deliver enough votes, then progress does happen. Just ask the twenty million more
people who have health care today. Just ask the Marine who proudly serves his country without hiding the
husband he loves. Democracy works, but we gotta want it â€” not just during an election year, but all the days
in between. We all need to get out and vote for Democrats up and down the ticket, and then hold them
accountable until they get the job done. They came from the heartland; their ancestors began settling there
about years ago. They were Scotch-Irish mostly, farmers, teachers, ranch hands, pharmacists, oil rig workers.
Hardy, small town folks. Some were Democrats, but a lot of them were Republicans. Instead, they valued
traits like honesty and hard work. Humility; responsibility; helping each other out. The things we try to teach
our kids. These values could travel to Hawaii; even the other side of the world, where my mother would end
up working to help poor women get a better life. They knew these values were exactly what drew immigrants
here, and they believed that the children of those immigrants were just as American as their own, whether they
wore a cowboy hat or a yarmulke; a baseball cap or a hijab. America has changed over the years. They live on
in each of us. Those bonds of affection; that common creed. I hope, sometimes, I picked you up, too. Tonight,
I ask you to do for Hillary Clinton what you did for me. I ask you to carry her the same way you carried me.
Hope in the face of difficulty; hope in the face of uncertainty; the audacity of hope! America, you have
vindicated that hope these past eight years. Thank you for this incredible journey. God bless the United States
of America.
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My father was a foreign student, born and raised in a small village in Kenya. He grew up herding goats, went
to school in a tin-roof shack. His father, my grandfather, was a cook, a domestic servant. But my grandfather
had larger dreams for his son. Through hard work and perseverance my father got a scholarship to study in a
magical place: America, which stood as a beacon of freedom and opportunity to so many who had come
before. While studying here, my father met my mother. She was born in a town on the other side of the world,
in Kansas. Her father worked on oil rigs and farms through most of the Depression. Back home, my
grandmother raised their baby and went to work on a bomber assembly line. And they, too, had big dreams for
their daughter, a common dream, born of two continents. My parents shared not only an improbable love; they
shared an abiding faith in the possibilities of this nation. They are both passed away now. Yet, I know that, on
this night, they look down on me with pride. I stand here knowing that my story is part of the larger American
story, that I owe a debt to all of those who came before me, and that, in no other country on earth, is my story
even possible. Tonight, we gather to affirm the greatness of our nation, not because of the height of our
skyscrapers, or the power of our military, or the size of our economy. That they are endowed by their Creator
with certain inalienable rights. That among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. That we can
tuck in our children at night and know they are fed and clothed and safe from harm. That we can say what we
think, write what we think, without hearing a sudden knock on the door. That we can participate in the
political process without fear of retribution, and that our votes will he counted? This year, in this election, we
are called to reaffirm our values and commitments, to hold them against a hard reality and see how we are
measuring up, to the legacy of our forbearers, and the promise of future generations. I say to you tonight:
More to do for the young woman in East St. They know they have to work hard to get ahead and they want to.
But they sense, deep in their bones, that with just a change in priorities, we can make sure that every child in
America has a decent shot at life, and that the doors of opportunity remain open to all. They know we can do
better. And they want that choice. In this election, we offer that choice. Our party has chosen a man to lead us
who embodies the best this country has to offer. That man is John Kerry. From his heroic service in Vietnam
to his years as prosecutor and lieutenant governor, through two decades in the United States Senate, he has
devoted himself to this country. His values and his record affirm what is best in us. John Kerry believes in an
America where hard work is rewarded. John Kerry believes in an America where all Americans can afford the
same health coverage our politicians in Washington have for themselves. John Kerry believes in the
constitutional freedoms that have made our country the envy of the world, and he will never sacrifice our basic
liberties nor use faith as a wedge to divide us. And John Kerry believes that in a dangerous world, war must be
an option, but it should never he the first option. He was a good-looking kid, six-two or six-three, clear-eyed,
with an easy smile. But then I asked myself: Are we serving Shamus as well as he was serving us? I thought of
more than service men and women, sons and daughters, husbands and wives, friends and neighbors, who will
not be returning to their hometowns. Now let me be clear. We have real enemies in the world. These enemies
must be found. They must be pursued and they must be defeated. John Kerry knows this. And just as
Lieutenant Kerry did not hesitate to risk his life to protect the men who served with him in Vietnam, President
Kerry will not hesitate one moment to use our military might to keep America safe and secure. John Kerry
believes in America. A belief that we are connected as one people. Yet even as we speak, there are those who
are preparing to divide us, the spin masters and negative ad peddlers who embrace the politics of anything
goes. There are patriots who opposed the war in Iraq and patriots who supported it. We are one people, all of
us pledging allegiance to the stars and stripes, all of us defending the United States of America. Do we
participate in a politics of cynicism or a politics of hope? John Kerry calls on us to hope. John Edwards calls
on us to hope. The audacity of hope! I believe we can give our middle class relief and provide working
families with a road to opportunity. I believe we can provide jobs to the jobless, homes to the homeless, and
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reclaim young people in cities across America from violence and despair. I believe that as we stand on the
crossroads of history, we can make the right choices, and meet the challenges that face us. Tonight, if you feel
the same energy I do, the same urgency I do, the same passion I do, the same hopefulness I do? Thank you and
God bless you. Visited times, 1 visits today.
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Prior to , the annual message was delivered at the end of the calendar year, in December. The ratification of
the 20th Amendment on January 23, , changed the opening of Congress from early March to early January,
affecting the delivery of the annual message. Since , the message or address has been delivered to Congress in
January or February. The Twentieth Amendment also established January 20 as the beginning of the
presidential term. In years when a new president is inaugurated, the outgoing president may deliver a final
State of the Union message, but none has done so since Jimmy Carter sent a written message in In and ,
Congress received both a written State of the Union message from the outgoing president and a separate State
of the Union speech by the incoming president. Since , in recognition that the responsibility of reporting the
State of the Union formally belongs to the president who held office during the past year, newly inaugurated
Presidents have not officially called their first speech before Congress a "State of the Union" message. In ,
President Roosevelt set a precedent when he delivered the address at night. Only once beforeâ€”when
Woodrow Wilson asked Congress to order the U. Delivered by Lyndon B. Johnson , this address was followed
by extensive televised commentary by, among others, Daniel Patrick Moynihan and Milton Friedman. The
President may invite up to 24 guests with the First Lady in her box. Seating for Congress on the main floor is
by a first-in, first-served basis with no reservations. Protocol of entry into House chamber[ edit ] By
approximately 8: After continuing applause from the attendees has diminished, the Speaker introduces the
President to the Representatives and Senators, stating: The Sergeants at Arms guides the President out of the
Chamber. Some politicians stay to shake hands with and congratulate the President on his way out. Designated
survivor and other logistics[ edit ] Customarily, one cabinet member the designated survivor does not attend
the speech, in order to provide continuity in the line of succession in the event that a catastrophe disables the
President, the Vice President, and other succeeding officers gathered in the House chamber. Additionally,
since the September 11 attacks in , a few members of Congress have been asked to relocate to undisclosed
locations for the duration of the speech to form a rump Congress in the event of a disaster. Bush with Senate
President U. If either is unavailable, the next highest-ranking member of the respective house substitutes. The
President then delivers the speech from the podium at the front of the House Chamber. As non-political
officeholders, members of the Supreme Court or the Joint Chiefs of Staff rarely applaud in order to retain the
appearance of political impartiality. In recent years, the presiding officers of the House and the Senate, the
Speaker and the Vice President, respectively, have departed from the neutrality expected of presiding officers
of deliberative bodies, as they, too, stand and applaud in response to the remarks of the President with which
they agree. For the address , Senator Mark Udall of Colorado proposed a break in tradition wherein all
members of Congress sit together regardless of party, as well as the avoiding of standing; [29] this was in
response to the Tucson Shooting in which Representative Gabrielle Giffords was shot and wounded in an
assassination attempt. This practice was also repeated during the address and every address after. The response
is typically broadcast from a studio with no audience. The response is not always produced in a studio; in , the
Republicans for the first time delivered the response in front of high school students. It is one of the few
instances when all three branches of the US government are assembled under one roof: In addition, the
military is represented by the Joint Chiefs of Staff , while foreign governments are represented by the Dean of
the Diplomatic Corps. The address has also been used as an opportunity to honor the achievements of some
ordinary Americans, who are typically invited by the President to sit with the First Lady. For most of them, it
is called the State of the State address. The mayor of Washington, D. American Samoa has a State of the
Territory address given by the governor. Puerto Rico has a State Address given by the governor. Some
university presidents give a State of the University address at the beginning of every academic term. This
section does not cite any sources. Please help improve this section by adding citations to reliable sources.
Unsourced material may be challenged and removed. It became a defining moment in the foreign policy of the
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United States and one of its longest-standing tenets, and would be invoked by many U. Kennedy , and Ronald
Reagan. The Four Freedoms were goals first articulated by Franklin D. Roosevelt on January 6, In an address
known as the Four Freedoms speech, he proposed four fundamental freedoms that people "everywhere in the
world" ought to enjoy: Johnson introduced legislation that would come to be known as the " War on Poverty ".
This legislation was proposed by Johnson in response to a national poverty rate of around nineteen percent.
Ford very bluntly stated that "the state of the Union is not good: Millions of Americans are out of work We
depend on others for essential energy. The American people want action, and it will take both the Congress
and the President to give them what they want. Progress and solutions can be achieved, and they will be
achieved. He said, "States like these and their terrorist allies constitute an axis of evil , arming to threaten the
peace of the world". In this speech, he would outline the objectives for the War on Terror. Television ratings
for recent State of the Union Addresses were:
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address, the president spoke directly to the nation's children and youth about persisting and succeeding in school. The
president challenged students to work hard, set.

For more than years, our tradition of welcoming immigrants from around the world has given us a tremendous
advantage over other nations. It has shaped our character as a people with limitless possibilities â€”- people
not trapped by our past, but able to remake ourselves as we choose. But today, our immigration system is
broken -- and everybody knows it. Families who enter our country the right way and play by the rules watch
others flout the rules. Business owners who offer their workers good wages and benefits see the competition
exploit undocumented immigrants by paying them far less. All of us take offense to anyone who reaps the
rewards of living in America without taking on the responsibilities of living in America. And undocumented
immigrants who desperately want to embrace those responsibilities see little option but to remain in the
shadows, or risk their families being torn apart. When I took office, I committed to fixing this broken
immigration system. And I began by doing what I could to secure our borders. Today, we have more agents
and technology deployed to secure our southern border than at any time in our history. And over the past six
years, illegal border crossings have been cut by more than half. Overall, the number of people trying to cross
our border illegally is at its lowest level since the s. Those are the facts. Meanwhile, I worked with Congress
on a comprehensive fix, and last year, 68 Democrats, Republicans, and independents came together to pass a
bipartisan bill in the Senate. It was a compromise. But it reflected common sense. It would have doubled the
number of border patrol agents while giving undocumented immigrants a pathway to citizenship if they paid a
fine, started paying their taxes, and went to the back of the line. And independent experts said that it would
help grow our economy and shrink our deficits. Had the House of Representatives allowed that kind of bill a
simple yes-or-no vote, it would have passed with support from both parties, and today it would be the law. But
for a year and a half now, Republican leaders in the House have refused to allow that simple vote. Now, I
continue to believe that the best way to solve this problem is by working together to pass that kind of common
sense law. But until that happens, there are actions I have the legal authority to take as President â€”- the same
kinds of actions taken by Democratic and Republican presidents before me -â€” that will help make our
immigration system more fair and more just. Tonight, I am announcing those actions. I want to say more about
this third issue, because it generates the most passion and controversy. Undocumented workers broke our
immigration laws, and I believe that they must be held accountable -â€” especially those who may be
dangerous. But even as we focus on deporting criminals, the fact is, millions of immigrants in every state, of
every race and nationality still live here illegally. After all, most of these immigrants have been here a long
time. They work hard, often in tough, low-paying jobs. They support their families. They worship at our
churches. Many of their kids are American-born or spent most of their lives here, and their hopes, dreams, and
patriotism are just like ours. As my predecessor, President Bush, once put it: We expect people who live in
this country to play by the rules. We expect that those who cut the line will not be unfairly rewarded. You can
come out of the shadows and get right with the law. This deal does not apply to anyone who has come to this
country recently. It does not apply to anyone who might come to America illegally in the future. It does not
grant citizenship, or the right to stay here permanently, or offer the same benefits that citizens receive -â€”
only Congress can do that. I know some of the critics of this action call it amnesty. Amnesty is the
immigration system we have today -â€” millions of people who live here without paying their taxes or playing
by the rules while politicians use the issue to scare people and whip up votes at election time. Mass amnesty
would be unfair. Mass deportation would be both impossible and contrary to our character. If you meet the
criteria, you can come out of the shadows and get right with the law. If you plan to enter the U. And to those
members of Congress who question my authority to make our immigration system work better, or question the
wisdom of me acting where Congress has failed, I have one answer: I want to work with both parties to pass a
more permanent legislative solution. And the day I sign that bill into law, the actions I take will no longer be
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necessary. Americans are tired of gridlock. What our country needs from us right now is a common purpose
â€”- a higher purpose. But I understand the disagreements held by many of you at home. Millions of us,
myself included, go back generations in this country, with ancestors who put in the painstaking work to
become citizens. I hear these concerns. Our history and the facts show that immigrants are a net plus for our
economy and our society. Because for all the back and forth of Washington, we have to remember that this
debate is about something bigger. Are we a nation that tolerates the hypocrisy of a system where workers who
pick our fruit and make our beds never have a chance to get right with the law? Or are we a nation that gives
them a chance to make amends, take responsibility, and give their kids a better future? Or are we a nation that
values families, and works together to keep them together? Or are we a nation that encourages them to stay
and create jobs here, create businesses here, create industries right here in America? We need more than
politics as usual when it comes to immigration. We need reasoned, thoughtful, compassionate debate that
focuses on our hopes, not our fears. I know the politics of this issue are tough. But let me tell you why I have
come to feel so strongly about it. Over the past few years, I have seen the determination of immigrant fathers
who worked two or three jobs without taking a dime from the government, and at risk any moment of losing it
all, just to build a better life for their kids. These people â€”- our neighbors, our classmates, our friends â€”they did not come here in search of a free ride or an easy life. Astrid was brought to America when she was
four years old. Her only possessions were a cross, her doll, and the frilly dress she had on. She caught up to
other kids by reading newspapers and watching PBS, and she became a good student. Her father worked in
landscaping. It was around that time she decided to begin advocating for herself and others like her, and today,
Astrid Silva is a college student working on her third degree. Are we a nation that kicks out a striving, hopeful
immigrant like Astrid, or are we a nation that finds a way to welcome her in? Scripture tells us that we shall
not oppress a stranger, for we know the heart of a stranger â€”- we were strangers once, too. My fellow
Americans, we are and always will be a nation of immigrants. We were strangers once, too. And whether our
forebears were strangers who crossed the Atlantic, or the Pacific, or the Rio Grande, we are here only because
this country welcomed them in, and taught them that to be an American is about something more than what we
look like, or what our last names are, or how we worship. What makes us Americans is our shared
commitment to an ideal -â€” that all of us are created equal, and all of us have the chance to make of our lives
what we will. And God bless this country we love.
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I have come here tonight not only to address the distinguished men and women in this great chamber, but to
speak frankly and directly to the men and women who sent us here. I know that for many Americans watching
right now, the state of our economy is a concern that rises above all others. The impact of this recession is real,
and it is everywhere. But while our economy may be weakened and our confidence shaken, though we are
living through difficult and uncertain times, tonight I want every American to know this: We will rebuild, we
will recover, and the United States of America will emerge stronger than before. The weight of this crisis will
not determine the destiny of this nation. They exist in our laboratories and our universities; in our fields and
our factories; in the imaginations of our entrepreneurs and the pride of the hardest-working people on Earth.
Those qualities that have made America the greatest force of progress and prosperity in human history we still
possess in ample measure. What is required now is for this country to pull together, confront boldly the
challenges we face, and take responsibility for our future once more. The fact is our economy did not fall into
decline overnight. Nor did all of our problems begin when the housing market collapsed or the stock market
sank. We have known for decades that our survival depends on finding new sources of energy. Yet we import
more oil today than ever before. The cost of health care eats up more and more of our savings each year, yet
we keep delaying reform. Our children will compete for jobs in a global economy that too many of our schools
do not prepare them for. And though all these challenges went unsolved, we still managed to spend more
money and pile up more debt, both as individuals and through our government, than ever before. In other
words, we have lived through an era where too often short-term gains were prized over long-term prosperity;
where we failed to look beyond the next payment, the next quarter, or the next election. A surplus became an
excuse to transfer wealth to the wealthy instead of an opportunity to invest in our future. Regulations were
gutted for the sake of a quick profit at the expense of a healthy market. And all the while, critical debates and
difficult decisions were put off for some other time on some other day. Well that day of reckoning has arrived,
and the time to take charge of our future is here. Now is the time to act boldly and wisely -- to not only revive
this economy, but to build a new foundation for lasting prosperity. Now is the time to jumpstart job creation,
re-start lending, and invest in areas like energy, health care, and education that will grow our economy, even
as we make hard choices to bring our deficit down. I called for action because the failure to do so would have
cost more jobs and caused more hardship. In fact, a failure to act would have worsened our long-term deficit
by assuring weak economic growth for years. And tonight, I am grateful that this Congress delivered, and
pleased to say that the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act is now law. Over the next two years, this
plan will save or create 3. More than 90 percent of these jobs will be in the private sector -- jobs rebuilding our
roads and bridges; constructing wind turbines and solar panels; laying broadband and expanding mass transit.
Because of this plan, there are teachers who can now keep their jobs and educate our kids. Health care
professionals can continue caring for our sick. There are 57 police officers who are still on the streets of
Minneapolis tonight because this plan prevented the layoffs their department was about to make. Because of
this plan, 95 percent of working households in America will receive a tax cut -- a tax cut that you will see in
your paychecks beginning on April 1st. And Americans -- applause -- and Americans who have lost their jobs
in this recession will be able to receive extended unemployment benefits and continued health care coverage
to help them weather this storm. Now, I know there are some in this chamber and watching at home who are
skeptical of whether this plan will work. And I understand that skepticism. And with a plan of this scale comes
enormous responsibility to get it right. I have told each of my Cabinet, as well as mayors and governors across
the country, that they will be held accountable by me and the American people for every dollar they spend.
And we have created a new website called recovery. So the recovery plan we passed is the first step in getting
our economy back on track. But it is just the first step. Because even if we manage this plan flawlessly, there
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will be no real recovery unless we clean up the credit crisis that has severely weakened our financial system.
The concern is that if we do not restart lending in this country, our recovery will be choked off before it even
begins. You see -- applause -- you see, the flow of credit is the lifeblood of our economy. The ability to get a
loan is how you finance the purchase of everything from a home to a car to a college education, how stores
stock their shelves, farms buy equipment, and businesses make payroll. But credit has stopped flowing the
way it should. Too many bad loans from the housing crisis have made their way onto the books of too many
banks. And with so much debt and so little confidence, these banks are now fearful of lending out any more
money to households, to businesses, or even to each other. So businesses are forced to make layoffs. Our
economy suffers even more, and credit dries up even further. That is why this administration is moving swiftly
and aggressively to break this destructive cycle, to restore confidence, and restart lending. And we will do so
in several ways. First, we are creating a new lending fund that represents the largest effort ever to help provide
auto loans, college loans, and small business loans to the consumers and entrepreneurs who keep this economy
running. Second -- second, we have launched a housing plan that will help responsible families facing the
threat of foreclosure lower their monthly payments and refinance their mortgages. Third, we will act with the
full force of the federal government to ensure that the major banks that Americans depend on have enough
confidence and enough money to lend even in more difficult times. And when we learn that a major bank has
serious problems, we will hold accountable those responsible, force the necessary adjustments, provide the
support to clean up their balance sheets, and assure the continuity of a strong, viable institution that can serve
our people and our economy. I understand that on any given day, Wall Street may be more comforted by an
approach that gives bank bailouts with no strings attached, and that holds nobody accountable for their
reckless decisions. And our goal is to quicken the day when we restart lending to the American people and
American business, and end this crisis once and for all. And I intend to hold these banks fully accountable for
the assistance they receive, and this time, they will have to clearly demonstrate how taxpayer dollars result in
more lending for the American taxpayer. Those days are over. But while the cost of action will be great, I can
assure you that the cost of inaction will be far greater, for it could result in an economy that sputters along for
not months or years, but perhaps a decade. That would be worse for our deficit, worse for business, worse for
you, and worse for the next generation. And I refuse to let that happen. Now, I understand that when the last
administration asked this Congress to provide assistance for struggling banks, Democrats and Republicans
alike were infuriated by the mismanagement and the results that followed. So were the American taxpayers.
So I know how unpopular it is to be seen as helping banks right now, especially when everyone is suffering in
part from their bad decisions. I promise you -- I get it. But I also know that in a time of crisis, we cannot
afford to govern out of anger, or yield to the politics of the moment. My job -- our job -- is to solve the
problem. Our job is to govern with a sense of responsibility. Because when credit is available again, that
young family can finally buy a new home. And then some company will hire workers to build it. And then
those workers will have money to spend. Investors will return to the market, and American families will see
their retirement secured once more. Slowly, but surely, confidence will return, and our economy will recover.
So I ask this Congress to join me in doing whatever proves necessary. Because we cannot consign our nation
to an open-ended recession. And to ensure that a crisis of this magnitude never happens again, I ask Congress
to move quickly on legislation that will finally reform our outdated regulatory system. It is time -- it is time to
put in place tough, new common-sense rules of the road so that our financial market rewards drive and
innovation, and punishes short-cuts and abuse. That is our responsibility. In the next few days, I will submit a
budget to Congress. I see this document differently. I see it as a vision for America -- as a blueprint for our
future. My budget does not attempt to solve every problem or address every issue. Given these realities,
everyone in this chamber -- Democrats and Republicans -- will have to sacrifice some worthy priorities for
which there are no dollars. And that includes me. But that does not mean we can afford to ignore our
long-term challenges. I reject the view that says our problems will simply take care of themselves; that says
government has no role in laying the foundation for our common prosperity. For history tells a different story.
History reminds us that at every moment of economic upheaval and transformation, this nation has responded
with bold action and big ideas. In the midst of civil war, we laid railroad tracks from one coast to another that
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spurred commerce and industry. From the turmoil of the Industrial Revolution came a system of public high
schools that prepared our citizens for a new age. In the wake of war and depression, the GI Bill sent a
generation to college and created the largest middle class in history. And a twilight struggle for freedom led to
a nation of highways, an American on the moon, and an explosion of technology that still shapes our world. It
created the conditions for thousands of entrepreneurs and new businesses to adapt and to thrive. We are a
nation that has seen promise amid peril, and claimed opportunity from ordeal. Now we must be that nation
again. It begins with energy. We know the country that harnesses the power of clean, renewable energy will
lead the 21st century. And yet, it is China that has launched the largest effort in history to make their economy
energy-efficient.
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Chapter 6 : How to watch President Obama's farewell speech - CBS News
After the sergeant-at-arms announces his entrance, the president makes his speech, with the top members of
Congressâ€”the Vice President and the Speaker of the Houseâ€”seated behind him.

Vice President, members of Congress, and fellow Americans: Tonight we meet at an urgent time for our
country. What will it mean for Congress? How will it affect their polls, and the next election? They have
real-life concerns. Many have spent months looking for work. Others are doing their best just to scrape by -giving up nights out with the family to save on gas or make the mortgage; postponing retirement to send a kid
to college. These men and women grew up with faith in an America where hard work and responsibility paid
off. They believed in a country where everyone gets a fair shake and does their fair share -- where if you
stepped up, did your job, and were loyal to your company, that loyalty would be rewarded with a decent salary
and good benefits; maybe a raise once in a while. If you did the right thing, you could make it. Anybody could
make it in America. For decades now, Americans have watched that compact erode. They have seen the decks
too often stacked against them. And they know that Washington has not always put their interests first. The
people of this country work hard to meet their responsibilities. The question is whether, in the face of an
ongoing national crisis, we can stop the political circus and actually do something to help the economy. The
question is -- the question is whether we can restore some of the fairness and security that has defined this
nation since our beginning. Ultimately, our recovery will be driven not by Washington, but by our businesses
and our workers. But we can help. We can make a difference. I am sending this Congress a plan that you
should pass right away. There should be nothing controversial about this piece of legislation. And everything
in this bill will be paid for. The purpose of the American Jobs Act is simple: It will create more jobs for
construction workers, more jobs for teachers, more jobs for veterans, and more jobs for long-term
unemployed. It will provide -- it will provide a tax break for companies who hire new workers, and it will cut
payroll taxes in half for every working American and every small business. It will provide a jolt to an
economy that has stalled, and give companies confidence that if they invest and if they hire, there will be
customers for their products and services. You should pass this jobs plan right away. Everyone here knows
that small businesses are where most new jobs begin. Pass this jobs bill, and all small business owners will
also see their payroll taxes cut in half next year. And all businesses will be able to continue writing off the
investments they make in You should pass it right away. Pass this jobs bill, and we can put people to work
rebuilding America. Everyone here knows we have badly decaying roads and bridges all over the country. Our
highways are clogged with traffic. Our skies are the most congested in the world. Building a world-class
transportation system is part of what made us a economic superpower. At a time when millions of unemployed
construction workers could build them right here in America? There are private construction companies all
across America just waiting to get to work. A public transit project in Houston that will help clear up one of
the worst areas of traffic in the country. And there are schools throughout this country that desperately need
renovating. How can we expect our kids to do their best in places that are literally falling apart? Every child
deserves a great school -- and we can give it to them, if we act now. The American Jobs Act will repair and
modernize at least 35, schools. It will put people to work right now fixing roofs and windows, installing
science labs and high-speed Internet in classrooms all across this country. It will rehabilitate homes and
businesses in communities hit hardest by foreclosures. It will jumpstart thousands of transportation projects all
across the country. No more bridges to nowhere. This idea came from a bill written by a Texas Republican and
a Massachusetts Democrat. Pass this jobs bill, and thousands of teachers in every state will go back to work.
These are the men and women charged with preparing our children for a world where the competition has
never been tougher. It undermines their future and ours. And it has to stop. Pass this bill, and put our teachers
back in the classroom where they belong. We ask these men and women to leave their careers, leave their
families, risk their lives to fight for our country. The last thing they should have to do is fight for a job when
they come home. Pass this bill, and hundreds of thousands of disadvantaged young people will have the hope
and the dignity of a summer job next year. And their parents -- applause -- their parents, low-income
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Americans who desperately want to work, will have more ladders out of poverty. We have to do more to help
the long-term unemployed in their search for work. This jobs plan builds on a program in Georgia that several
Republican leaders have highlighted, where people who collect unemployment insurance participate in
temporary work as a way to build their skills while they look for a permanent job. The plan also extends
unemployment insurance for another year. If the millions of unemployed Americans stopped getting this
insurance, and stopped using that money for basic necessities, it would be a devastating blow to this economy.
Democrats and Republicans in this chamber have supported unemployment insurance plenty of times in the
past. And in this time of prolonged hardship, you should pass it again -- right away. Fifteen hundred dollars
that would have been taken out of your pocket will go into your pocket. This expands on the tax cut that
Democrats and Republicans already passed for this year. If we allow that tax cut to expire -- if we refuse to act
-- middle-class families will get hit with a tax increase at the worst possible time. I know that some of you
have sworn oaths to never raise any taxes on anyone for as long as you live. Now is not the time to carve out
an exception and raise middle-class taxes, which is why you should pass this bill right away. This is the
American Jobs Act. It will lead to new jobs for construction workers, for teachers, for veterans, for first
responders, young people and the long-term unemployed. It will provide tax credits to companies that hire
new workers, tax relief to small business owners, and tax cuts for the middle class. The American Jobs Act
will not add to the deficit. It will be paid for. Tonight, I am asking you to increase that amount so that it covers
the full cost of the American Jobs Act. Millions of Americans rely on Medicare in their retirement. And
millions more will do so in the future. They pay for this benefit during their working years. But with an aging
population and rising health care costs, we are spending too fast to sustain the program. We have to reform
Medicare to strengthen it. But here is what every American knows: While most people in this country struggle
to make ends meet, a few of the most affluent citizens and most profitable corporations enjoy tax breaks and
loopholes that nobody else gets. Right now, Warren Buffett pays a lower tax rate than his secretary -- an
outrage he has asked us to fix. We need a tax code where everyone gets a fair shake and where everybody
pays their fair share. And by the way, I believe the vast majority of wealthy Americans and CEOs are willing
to do just that if it helps the economy grow and gets our fiscal house in order. By eliminating pages of
loopholes and deductions, we can lower one of the highest corporate tax rates in the world. Our tax code
should not give an advantage to companies that can afford the best-connected lobbyists. It should give an
advantage to companies that invest and create jobs right here in the United States of America. So we can
reduce this deficit, pay down our debt, and pay for this jobs plan in the process. But in order to do this, we
have to decide what our priorities are. Or should we use that money to give small business owners a tax credit
when they hire new workers? Should we keep tax breaks for millionaires and billionaires? Or should we put
teachers back to work so our kids can graduate ready for college and good jobs? This is simple math. These
are real choices. Now, the American Jobs Act answers the urgent need to create jobs right away. We now live
in a world where technology has made it possible for companies to take their business anywhere. If we want
them to start here and stay here and hire here, we have to be able to out-build and out-educate and
out-innovate every other country on Earth. For government and for private companies.
Chapter 7 : The Presidentâ€™s Annual State of the Union Address, Explained - HISTORY
A CNN correspondent called it "one of the best speeches of his presidency"â€”and there was much here to warm the
Catholic heart. On his first trip to Central Europe as leader of the free world.

Chapter 8 : How to Write a High School President Speech (with Sample Speeches)
President Obama's speech electrified the crowd in Philadelphia on July 28, leaving some with chills and others in tears.
(Alice Li,Jenny Starrs/The Washington Post) A lot's happened over the years.

Chapter 9 : President Trump Makes a Powerful (and Very Catholic) Speech in Poland
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