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Some are more useful for their pictorial information than their cultural information. Most of the books that
interest me are those that deal with growing conditions in Alberta and particularly the region from Edmonton
north, however many books that deal with a broader range of growing conditions are also useful to me. This is
a very comprehensive work that covers just about everything you need to know about growing plants. It
started out as a true home course with individual booklets that were mailed out to course participants. These
were later bound together and sold as one book. A useful book with coloured pictures and cultural information
dealing with perennials. Another in the Prairie Gardening series of books. This book is a good reference
source. The climate zones shown in the book are not the same as our Canadian zones but nevertheless, there is
still lots of good information about most of the plants that will grow on our northern prairies. This book
contains quite a bit of information on growing wildflowers along with drawings and some coloured photos.
Ortho Books publish a number of interesting books: This is one book in a series and I have found it to be quite
useful for identifying those interesting but often mysteriously nameless plants one finds in plant nurseries.
Other books in the series that I have purchased are: A lovely little book that lists a large number of climbing
plants. An interesting softcover book that covers not only a fairly wide variety of plants but also culinary uses
for many of them. A very comprehensive book with colour photos and some cultural information for a large
variety of plants, bulbs, trees and shrubs. This is one of the quintessential books for anyone seriously
interested in learning this interesting art. John Naka has written a follow-up to this book, Bonsai Techniques
II, but I have been told that this is an excellent book to start with and I quite agree. Bonsai seems to transcend
boundaries as all sorts of plants, trees and shrubs can be used, locally available and native plant material as
well as the more exotic. Recommended to me as a great reference book for anyone starting out water
gardening.
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Utterly alone, they quickly learn that in order to survive, they must work together and trust each other. As they
begin their journey by raft to find help, they encounter a strange, mysterious, and learned man who will teach
them not only how to survive in the jungle, but how to face their fears and eventually risk everything to get
home. This exciting adventure story of trust, courage, and friendship will appeal to the explorer in every
young reader. After reading the first two chapters, what do you know about Fred, Con, Lila, and Max? Cite
examples from the text that help to inform your understanding of them. Discuss what the author means by the
following description of Fred: Fred observes Con as such: And there are outfits that suggest of their own
accord that their owner should sit still and smile nicely. How can certain clothes project an image? Give
examples from your life that support your ideas. The children attempt to talk Fred into turning over the watch
his father gave him as a tool to make a fire. The children are successful in making fire. How does she grow
over the course of the text? How does the distance from his father both geographically and emotionally
motivate him to succeed in the Amazon and ultimately grow as a person? What risks does Fred take
throughout the text to help the group? Do you think that his actions are always motivated by the interests of
the group? For example, despite the risk of piranhas and the protests of the other children, Fred jumps into the
water to investigate a silvery object. Do you think he was a positive role model to the others? Fred shares the
following thoughts with the others: I liked that it might be all right to believe in large and wild things. Are
there elements of the world that interest you? Name some things that scientists and researchers continue to
study for more information, such as life on other planets. The author uses color imagery to paint vivid
descriptions of the Amazon rain forest. It was a thousand different colors: Lila and the sloth become fast
companions. Fred notices her intense connection to the animal and decides to give Lila space with the
creature. How can one be bludgeoned by passions or intense attachment? Why do you think the author chose
Lila to take care of the sloth? What character traits does she have that make her a good caretaker? Fred is
fascinated by the stories of Amazon explorers; he says he needs to know what it was like to be an explorer.
Discuss how terror, possibility, and hope can all exist at once. Con shared feelings about her aunt and the
expectations placed upon her as a girl. How is this a turning point for Con? The man the children refer to as
the explorer enters midway through the story. Discuss your first impressions of him after reading the chapter,
The Ruined City. Discuss the following description of the explorer: What does he mean when he tells the
children: Discuss how the children cope with their constant fears. Discuss specific scenes that reveal how they
fight through their fears, such as choosing to travel by raft or climbing the great cliff. Get to know what fear
feels like. Get to know how to maneuver around it. Do you agree with the explorer? Who do you think he was
addressing in the last sentence? At the start of the text, Fred and Con are adversaries. Discuss how their
relationship moves from suspicion and competition to friendship. Cite specific examples from the text, such as
the following passage: Fred looked at her, surprisedâ€”but he moved his shoe half an inch, so that their feet
touched. Why is Fred so intent on convincing the explorer to share this ruined city with the world? Do you
think Fred is being selfish when he refuses to ask the explorer for help, even though the other children beg him
to? Why does Fred eventually promise not to tell anyone in the outside world about the ruined city? Discuss
what Fred means by his admission to the explorer: Leave enough that the tree can replenish itself. The greatest
threat to living things is man, which is not a thought to make one proud. Spend some time discussing other
appropriate mottos that would align with the text. The explorer teaches the children extraordinary things and
shares his wisdom with them as they spend more time together. A secret can be at once selfish and necessary.
Truth is as thorny and various as the jungle itself. It will change the way you feel. Attention and love are so
closely allied as to be almost indistinguishable. Consider everything the explorer has taught the children and
their experiences in the Amazon throughout the book. Can the four children also be considered explorers?
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What kind of qualities are found in an explorer? The first line of The Explorer contains the literary device
known as a simile: Throughout the text, the author employs vivid similes, metaphors, personification, and
other literary devices. As students read, have them keep track of these devices in a journal. At the conclusion
of the text, have students choose one example to illustrate each. Fred, Con, Lila, and Max all play an important
part in their journey to get home. Throughout the text, the children interact with a variety of Amazon rain
forest plants, some beneficial and some harmful. Have students work in groups to conduct a research project
on the types of plants found in the Amazon. After research is concluded, give students time to present their
findings. Research can also focus on insects, animals, or fish. Early in the story, the children need to find
water and are faced with choosing a direction in which to walk. Conduct a lesson on directionality,
map-reading, compass use, and orienteering. Place students in pairs and have them create a map of a section of
the school or neighborhood. Secrets, risk-taking, hope, fear, ingenuity, curiosity, trust, and friendship are the
major themes in The Explorer. Assign sections of the book to small groups to reread. As they read, have them
record examples of the themes in a list. Next, using magazine clippings, meaningful words, phrases and
descriptions from the text, and original artwork, have groups work together to create a theme collage. Choose
a strong central image for the piece, and add layers of images and text around the center. Each group should
present their finished work to the class. Guide written by Colleen Carroll, literacy specialist, education
consultant, and author of the twelve-volume series, How Artists See Abbeville Press. It may be reproduced in
its entirety or excerpted for these purposes. More Books From This Author.
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History[ edit ] The earliest evidence of grape vine cultivation and winemaking dates back 7, years. Evidence
suggests that some of the earliest domestication of Vitis vinifera occurred in the area of the modern countries
Georgia and Armenia. Evidence of ancient viticulture is provided by cuneiform sources ancient writing on
clay tablets , plant remains, historical geography, and archaeological excavations. With the ability to pollinate
itself, over time the hermaphroditic vines were able to sire offspring that were consistently hermaphroditic.
During this period, grape cultivation developed from an aspect of local consumption to an important
component of international economies and trade. Around BC, the Carthaginian writer Mago recorded such
practices in a two-volume work that was one of the few artifacts to survive the Roman destruction of Carthage
during the Third Punic War. The Roman statesman Cato the Elder was influenced by these texts, and around
BC he wrote De Agricultura , which expounded on Roman viticulture and agriculture. Columella advocated
the use of stakes versus the previously accepted practice of training vines to grow up along tree trunks. The
benefits of using stakes over trees was largely to minimize the dangers associated with climbing trees, which
was necessary to prune the dense foliage in order to give the vines sunlight, and later to harvest them. Roman
viticulturists were among the first to identify steep hillsides as one of the better locations to plant vines,
because cool air runs downhill and gathers at the bottom of valleys. While some cool air is beneficial, too
much can rob the vine of the heat it needs for photosynthesis , and in winter it increases the risk of frost.
Around this time, an early system of Metayage emerged in France with laborers Prendeur working the
vineyards under contractual agreements with the landowners Bailleur. In most cases, the prendeurs were given
flexibility in selecting their crop and developing their own vineyard practice. Most vineyards grew white
varieties of grape, which are more resistant to the damp and cold climates. Additional illustrations depict grape
vines being harvested, with each vine being cut to three spurs around knee height. Varietals were studied more
intently to see which vines were the most suitable for a particular area. Around this time, an early concept of
terroir emerged as wines from particular places began to develop a reputation for uniqueness. The concept of
pruning for quality over quantity emerged, mainly through Cistercian labors, though it would create conflict
between the rich landowners who wanted higher quality wines and the peasant laborers whose livelihood
depended on the quantity of wine they could sell. In Count John IV. Bacchus â€” son of Zeus â€” invented the
grapevine and the winepress. When his closest satyr friend died trying to bring him the vine that Dionysus
thought was important, Dionysus forced the vine to bear fruit and he later invented wine. His fame spread and
he finally became a God. The grape vine[ edit ] See also: The presence of large bodies of water and mountain
ranges can have positive effects on the climate and vines. Nearby lakes and rivers can serve as protection for
drastic temperature drops at night by releasing the heat that the water has stored during the day to warm the
vines. The grape[ edit ] The grape is classified as a berry. On the vine, grapes are organized through systems
known as clusters. Grape clusters can vary in compactness which can result in long clusters resulting in the
grapes spreading out or short clusters resulting in grapes packed together. Each grape berry contains a pedicel
which attaches to the rachis. The main function of the rachis is to allow the grapes receive their water and
nutrients. When fertilization does not occur, seedless grapes are formed, which are sought after for the
production of raisins. Regardless of pollination and fertilization, most plants will produce around to grapes.
Because climates vary from country to country, selecting the best strain is an important decision in grape
cultivation. In addition, because climatic factors such as temperature and rain can be unpredictable and
uncontrollable, each year will produce unique qualities and yields of grapes. In ideal circumstances, the vine
will receive most of the rainfall during the winter and spring months: The optimum weather during the
growing season is a long, warm summer that allows the grapes the opportunity to ripen fully and to develop a
balance between the levels of acids and sugars in the grape. Cooler climates have a frost-free growing season
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of around â€” days. Cooler seasons force the grapes to ripen earlier which produces a fresher and more acidic
harvest. Temperature and sunshine are the most important factors in ripening. Spring and fall are critical
seasons for grape development, because the plants are susceptible to frost damage, which can injure the
fruiting buds. To prevent mildew, some farms introduce devices such as heaters or large fans in vineyards.
However, such solutions can be costly. Slope[ edit ] Hillsides and slopes are preferred over flatter terrain: In
flatter terrain, the intensity of the sunlight is diluted as it spreads out across a wider surface area. Small slopes
that are elevated above surrounding ground are the best and safest places for crops, because these small
elevations are less prone to frost. In cooler regions of the northern hemisphere, south-facing slopes receive
more hours of sunlight and are preferred; in warmer climes , north-facing slopes are preferred. In the southern
hemisphere, these orientations are reversed. Different grape species prefer various soil conditions, although
there are general quality factors. Manual grape gathering See also: List of grape diseases There are many
hazards that a viticulturist needs to be aware of when growing vines. These hazards can have an adverse effect
on the wine produced from the grape or kill the vine itself. When the vine is flowering it is very susceptible to
weather hazards such as strong winds and hail. Cold temperatures during this period can also bring the onset
of millerandage which produces clusters with no seeds and varying sizes. Too much heat can have the
opposite reaction and produce Coulure that causes grape clusters to either drop to the ground or not fully
develop. A powdery mildew which can attack all green parts of the vine. If left untreated, odium can be
terminal for the plant. It thrives in cooler temperatures and in the shade. Also known as peronospora, thrives in
high temperatures and humidity and produces stains on leaves. Peronospora can be treated by spraying plants
with copper sulphate. Most American vines are resistant, excluding Vitis vinifera. There is no cure for the
plant, and the best action to take is to remove the infected plants and allow remaining roots in the soil to rot.
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Ornamental climbing plants The newest entry in the "Nature Guide Series", this comprehensive, fully-illustrated book
presents everything the gardener needs to know about identifying, selecting, and growing for more than varieties of
climbing plants. full-color photos and illustrations.
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