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Chapter 1 : A Short Sketch of European History From the Fall of the Roman Empire to the Reformation
Presents the broader movements of European history, emphasizing the main factors which have gone into the formation
and development of the various European states from the fall of the Roman Empire to the Reformation.

A mosaic showing Alexander the Great battling Darius III The Hellenic civilisation was a collection of
city-states or poleis with different governments and cultures that achieved notable developments in
government, philosophy, science, mathematics, politics, sports, theatre and music. Athens was a powerful
Hellenic city-state and governed itself with an early form of direct democracy invented by Cleisthenes ; the
citizens of Athens voted on legislation and executive bills themselves. Athens was the home of Socrates , [14]
Plato , and the Platonic Academy. By the late 6th century BC, all the Greek city states in Asia Minor had been
incorporated into the Persian Empire , while the latter had made territorial gains in the Balkans such as
Macedon , Thrace , Paeonia , etc. In the course of the 5th century BC, some of the Greek city states attempted
to overthrow Persian rule in the Ionian Revolt , which failed. This sparked the first Persian invasion of
mainland Greece. At some point during the ensuing Greco-Persian Wars , namely during the Second Persian
invasion of Greece , and precisely after the Battle of Thermopylae and the Battle of Artemisium , almost all of
Greece to the north of the Isthmus of Corinth had been overrun by the Persians, [15] but the Greek city states
reached a decisive victory at the Battle of Plataea. With the end of the Greco-Persian wars, the Persians were
eventually decisively forced to withdraw from their territories in Europe. The Greco-Persian Wars and the
victory of the Greek city states directly influenced the entire further course of European history and would set
its further tone. The Peloponnesian Wars ensued, and the Peloponnesian League was victorious. Subsequently,
discontent with Spartan hegemony led to the Corinthian War and the defeat of Sparta at the Battle of Leuctra.
Hellenic infighting left Greek city states vulnerable, and Philip II of Macedon united the Greek city states
under his control. The son of Philip II, known as Alexander the Great , invaded neighboring Persia , toppled
and incorporated its domains, as well as invading Egypt and going as far off as India , increasing contact with
people and cultures in these regions that marked the beginning of the Hellenistic period. After the death of
Alexander, his empire split into multiple kingdoms ruled by his generals, the Diadochi. The Diadochi fought
against each other only three major kingdoms remained: Ptolemaic Egypt , the Seleucid Empire and
Macedonia kingdom. These kingdoms spread Greek culture to regions as far away as Bactria. First governed
by kings , then as a senatorial republic the Roman Republic , Rome finally became an empire at the end of the
1st century BC, under Augustus and his authoritarian successors. The Roman Empire at its greatest extent in
AD, under the emperor Trajan The Roman Empire had its centre in the Mediterranean, controlling all the
countries on its shores; the northern border was marked by the Rhine and Danube rivers. In the 4th century,
the emperors Diocletian and Constantine were able to slow down the process of decline by splitting the empire
into a Western part with a capital in Rome and an Eastern part with the capital in Byzantium, or
Constantinople now Istanbul. Whereas Diocletian severely persecuted Christianity, Constantine declared an
official end to state-sponsored persecution of Christians in with the Edict of Milan , thus setting the stage for
the Church to become the state church of the Roman Empire in about Decline of the Roman Empire[ edit ]
Main articles: Gibbon said that the adoption of Christianity, meant belief in a better life after death, and
therefore made people lazy and indifferent to the present. Bowersock has remarked, [17] "we have been
obsessed with the fall: Some other notable dates are the Battle of Adrianople in , the death of Theodosius I in
the last time the Roman Empire was politically unified , the crossing of the Rhine in by Germanic tribes after
the withdrawal of the legions to defend Italy against Alaric I , the death of Stilicho in , followed by the
disintegration of the western legions, the death of Justinian I , the last Roman Emperor who tried to reconquer
the west, in , and the coming of Islam after Many scholars maintain that rather than a "fall", the changes can
more accurately be described as a complex transformation. Late Antiquity and Migration Period[ edit ] Main
articles: Late Antiquity and Migration Period A simplified map of migrations from the 2nd to the 5th century.
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When Emperor Constantine had reconquered Rome under the banner of the cross in , he soon afterwards
issued the Edict of Milan in preceded by the Edict of Serdica in , declaring the legality of Christianity in the
Roman Empire. In addition, Constantine officially shifted the capital of the Roman Empire from Rome to the
Greek town of Byzantium, which he renamed Nova Roma- it was later named Constantinople "City of
Constantine". In Theodosius I , who had made Christianity the official religion of the Roman Empire, would
be the last emperor to preside over a united Roman Empire. The empire was split into two halves: Migration
Period , and in finally the Western part fell to the Heruli chieftain Odoacer. Over time, feudalism and
manorialism arose, two interlocking institutions that provided for division of land and labor, as well as a broad
if uneven hierarchy of law and protection. These localised hierarchies were based on the bond of common
people to the land on which they worked, and to a lord, who would provide and administer both local law to
settle disputes among the peasants, as well as protection from outside invaders. Unlike under Roman rule, with
its standard laws and military across the empire and its great bureaucracy to administer them and collect taxes,
each lord although having obligations to a higher lord was largely sovereign in his domain. Tithes or rents
were paid to the lord, who in turn owed resources, and armed men in times of war, to his lord, perhaps a
regional prince. However, the levels of hierarchy were varied over time and place. The western provinces soon
were to be dominated by three great powers: These new powers of the west built upon the Roman traditions
until they evolved into a synthesis of Roman and Germanic cultures. Although these powers covered large
territories, they did not have the great resources and bureaucracy of the Roman empire to control regions and
localities. The ongoing invasions and boundary disputes usually meant a more risky and varying life than that
under the empire. This meant that in general more power and responsibilities were left to local lords. On the
other hand, it also meant more freedom, particularly in more remote areas. In Italy, Theodoric the Great began
the cultural romanization of the new world he had constructed. He made Ravenna a center of Romano-Greek
culture of art and his court fostered a flowering of literature and philosophy in Latin. In the feudal system, new
princes and kings arose, the most powerful of which was arguably the Frankish ruler Charlemagne. Outside
his borders, new forces were gathering. For the duration of the 6th century, the Eastern Roman Empire was
embroiled in a series of deadly conflicts, first with the Persian Sassanid Empire see Romanâ€”Persian Wars ,
followed by the onslaught of the arising Islamic Caliphate Rashidun and Umayyad. By , the provinces of
Egypt , Palestine and Syria were lost to the Muslim forces , followed by Hispania and southern Italy in the 7th
and 8th centuries see Muslim conquests. The Arab invasion from the east was stopped after the intervention of
the Bulgarian Empire see Tervel of Bulgaria. Middle Ages and Medieval demography The Middle Ages are
commonly dated from the fall of the Western Roman Empire or by some scholars, before that in the 5th
century to the beginning of the early modern period in the 16th century, marked by the rise of nation states ,
the division of Western Christianity in the Reformation , the rise of humanism in the Italian Renaissance , and
the beginnings of European overseas expansion which allowed for the Columbian Exchange.
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The Story of Europe: From the Fall of the Roman Empire to the Reformation by H. E. Marshall A wonderfully-written
masterpiece of storytelling, originally designed for younger readers but which became popular with all ages because of
its easy-to-read narrative, this book tells the story of the development of all the European nations from the.

Kingdom of Burgundy from to High Middle Ages[ edit ] Investiture controversy[ edit ] Kings often employed
bishops in administrative affairs and often determined who would be appointed to ecclesiastical offices.
Meanwhile, the German princes had elected another king, Rudolf of Swabia. After his death, his second son,
Henry V , reached an agreement with the Pope and the bishops in the Concordat of Worms. The Pope and the
German princes had surfaced as major players in the political system of the empire. Imperial and directly held
Hohenstaufen lands in the Empire are shown in bright yellow. This led to over a century of strife between the
two houses. Conrad ousted the Welfs from their possessions, but after his death in , his nephew Frederick I
"Barbarossa" succeeded him and made peace with the Welfs, restoring his cousin Henry the Lion to his â€”
albeit diminished â€” possessions. The Hohenstaufen rulers increasingly lent land to ministerialia, formerly
non-free servicemen, who Frederick hoped would be more reliable than dukes. Initially used mainly for war
services, this new class of people would form the basis for the later knights , another basis of imperial power.
A further important constitutional move at Roncaglia was the establishment of a new peace mechanism for the
entire empire, the Landfrieden , with the first imperial one being issued in under Henry IV at Mainz. Another
new concept of the time was the systematic foundation of new cities by the Emperor and by the local dukes.
These were partly caused by the explosion in population, and they also concentrated economic power at
strategic locations. Before this, cities had only existed in the form of old Roman foundations or older
bishoprics. Cities that were founded in the 12th century include Freiburg , possibly the economic model for
many later cities, and Munich. Frederick I , also called Frederick Barbarossa, was crowned Emperor in He
emphasized the "Romanness" of the empire, partly in an attempt to justify the power of the Emperor
independent of the now strengthened Pope. Imperial rights had been referred to as regalia since the Investiture
Controversy but were enumerated for the first time at Roncaglia. This comprehensive list included public
roads, tariffs, coining, collecting punitive fees, and the investiture or seating and unseating of office holders.
These rights were now explicitly rooted in Roman Law, a far-reaching constitutional act. He also embroiled
himself in another conflict with the Papacy by supporting a candidate elected by a minority against Pope
Alexander III â€” Frederick supported a succession of antipopes before finally making peace with Alexander
in After returning to Germany, an embittered Frederick opened proceedings against the Duke, resulting in a
public ban and the confiscation of all his territories. German speaking farmers, traders, and craftsmen from the
western part of the Empire, both Christians and Jews, moved into these areas. The gradual Germanization of
these lands was a complex phenomenon that should not be interpreted in the biased terms of 19th-century
nationalism. The eastward settlement expanded the influence of the empire to include Pomerania and Silesia ,
as did the intermarriage of the local, still mostly Slavic, rulers with German spouses. The monastic state of the
Teutonic Order German: Deutschordensstaat and its later German successor state of Prussia were, however,
never part of the Holy Roman Empire. Henry added the Norman kingdom of Sicily to his domains, held
English king Richard the Lionheart captive, and aimed to establish a hereditary monarchy when he died in
Otto prevailed for a while after Philip was murdered in a private squabble in until he began to also claim
Sicily. The Reichssturmfahne , a military banner during the 13th and early 14th centuries. After his victory,
Frederick did not act upon his promise to keep the two realms separate. Though he had made his son Henry
king of Sicily before marching on Germany, he still reserved real political power for himself. This continued
after Frederick was crowned Emperor in Another point of contention was the crusade, which Frederick had
promised but repeatedly postponed. Now, although excommunicated, Frederick led the Sixth Crusade in ,
which ended in negotiations and a temporary restoration of the Kingdom of Jerusalem. In the Confoederatio
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cum principibus ecclesiasticis , Frederick gave up a number of regalia in favour of the bishops, among them
tariffs, coining, and fortification. The Statutum in favorem principum mostly extended these privileges to
secular territories. Although many of these privileges had existed earlier, they were now granted globally, and
once and for all, to allow the German princes to maintain order north of the Alps while Frederick concentrated
on Italy. In , King Ottokar I bearing the title "king" since extracted a Golden Bull of Sicily a formal edict from
the emperor Frederick II , confirming the royal title for Ottokar and his descendants and the Duchy of
Bohemia was raised to a kingdom. Bohemian kings would be exempt from all future obligations to the Holy
Roman Empire except for participation in the imperial councils. After , the crown was contested between
Richard of Cornwall , who was supported by the Guelph party , and Alfonso X of Castile , who was
recognized by the Hohenstaufen party but never set foot on German soil. Changes in political structure[ edit ]
This section does not cite any sources. Please help improve this section by adding citations to reliable sources.
Unsourced material may be challenged and removed. August Learn how and when to remove this template
message An illustration from Schedelsche Weltchronik depicting the structure of the Reich: The Holy Roman
Emperor is sitting; on his right are three ecclesiastics; on his left are four secular electors. During the 13th
century, a general structural change in how land was administered prepared the shift of political power
towards the rising bourgeoisie at the expense of aristocratic feudalism that would characterize the Late Middle
Ages. Instead of personal duties, money increasingly became the common means to represent economic value
in agriculture. Peasants were increasingly required to pay tribute to their lands. The concept of "property"
began to replace more ancient forms of jurisdiction, although they were still very much tied together. In the
territories not at the level of the Empire , power became increasingly bundled: Whoever owned the land had
jurisdiction, from which other powers derived. It is important to note, however, that jurisdiction at this time
did not include legislation, which virtually did not exist until well into the 15th century. Court practice heavily
relied on traditional customs or rules described as customary. During this time territories began to transform
into the predecessors of modern states. The process varied greatly among the various lands and was most
advanced in those territories that were almost identical to the lands of the old Germanic tribes, e. It was slower
in those scattered territories that were founded through imperial privileges. Late Middle Ages[ edit ] Further
information: This development probably best symbolizes the emerging duality between emperor and realm
Kaiser und Reich , which were no longer considered identical. The emperor now was to be elected by a
majority rather than by consent of all seven electors. For electors the title became hereditary, and they were
given the right to mint coins and to exercise jurisdiction. Also their sons were to know the imperial languages
â€” German , Latin , Italian , and Czech. Instead, the Reichsgut was increasingly pawned to local dukes,
sometimes to raise money for the Empire, but more frequently to reward faithful duty or as an attempt to
establish control over the dukes. The direct governance of the Reichsgut no longer matched the needs of either
the king or the dukes. The kings beginning with Rudolf I of Germany increasingly relied on the lands of their
respective dynasties to support their power. In contrast with the Reichsgut, which was mostly scattered and
difficult to administer, these territories were relatively compact and thus easier to control. In , Rudolf I thus
lent Austria and Styria to his own sons. After him all kings and emperors relied on the lands of their own
family Hausmacht: Vehmic court The Holy Roman Empire in The "constitution" of the Empire still remained
largely unsettled at the beginning of the 15th century. Although some procedures and institutions had been
fixed, for example by the Golden Bull of , the rules of how the king, the electors, and the other dukes should
cooperate in the Empire much depended on the personality of the respective king. It therefore proved
somewhat damaging that Sigismund of Luxemburg king , emperor â€” and Frederick III of Habsburg king ,
emperor â€” neglected the old core lands of the empire and mostly resided in their own lands. The Imperial
Diet as a legislative organ of the Empire did not exist at that time. The dukes often conducted feuds against
each other â€” feuds that, more often than not, escalated into local wars. Simultaneously, the Catholic Church
experienced crises of its own, with wide-reaching effects in the Empire. The conflict between several papal
claimants two anti-popes and the "legitimate" Pope ended only with the Council of Constance â€” ; after the
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Papacy directed much of its energy to suppress the Hussites. The medieval idea of unifying all Christendom
into a single political entity, with the Church and the Empire as its leading institutions, began to decline. With
these drastic changes, much discussion emerged in the 15th century about the Empire itself. Rules from the
past no longer adequately described the structure of the time, and a reinforcement of earlier Landfrieden was
urgently needed. During this time, the concept of "reform" emerged, in the original sense of the Latin verb
re-formare â€” to regain an earlier shape that had been lost. When Frederick III needed the dukes to finance a
war against Hungary in , and at the same time had his son later Maximilian I elected king, he faced a demand
from the united dukes for their participation in an Imperial Court. For the first time, the assembly of the
electors and other dukes was now called the Imperial Diet German Reichstag to be joined by the Imperial Free
Cities later. Here, the king and the dukes agreed on four bills, commonly referred to as the Reichsreform
Imperial Reform: For example, this act produced the Imperial Circle Estates and the Reichskammergericht
Imperial Chamber Court , institutions that would â€” to a degree â€” persist until the end of the Empire in
However, it took a few more decades for the new regulation to gain universal acceptance and for the new court
to begin to function effectively; only in would the Imperial Circles be finalized. The King also made sure that
his own court, the Reichshofrat, continued to operate in parallel to the Reichskammergericht. Reformation and
Renaissance[ edit ] See also: This ensured for the first time that all the realms of what is now Spain would be
united by one monarch under one nascent Spanish crown. The founding territories retained their separate
governance codes and laws. The balance and imbalance between these separate inheritances would be defining
elements of his reign and would ensure that personal union between the Spanish and German crowns would be
short-lived. In addition to conflicts between his Spanish and German inheritances, conflicts of religion would
be another source of tension during the reign of Charles V. At this time, many local dukes saw it as a chance
to oppose the hegemony of Emperor Charles V. The empire then became fatally divided along religious lines,
with the north, the east, and many of the major cities â€” Strasbourg , Frankfurt , and Nuremberg â€”
becoming Protestant while the southern and western regions largely remained Catholic.
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The Story of Europe from the Fall of the Roman.

All southern Europe bowed beneath the conquering sword of the Romans. Africa and Asia, too, owned their
sway. For the Mediterranean, the great trade route of the then known world, was theirs, and the countries
bordering upon it became mere provinces of Rome. From the Rhine and the Danube in the north, to the desert
of Sahara in the south, from the borders of Wales in the west, to the Euphrates and the Tigris in the east, the
empire stretched. Of this wide empire Rome was the capital. Secure upon her seven hills she sat, mistress of
the world, a city without rival, until in A. Constantine called his new city New Rome. It is difficult to-day to
remember that Constantinople was founded by a Christian, and was at one time the bulwark of Christianity
against the Turk. The Romans called themselves lords of the world. And so it seemed they were. All the trade
and skill, all the art and learning of the known world, were theirs. Beyond the borders of the Roman Empire
the world was given over to wild barbarians, who were skilled neither in the arts of war nor of peace. That the
civilization of Rome should go down before their ignorance seemed impossible. Yet the barbarian triumphed,
Rome fell, and the mighty empire crumbled into dust. The fall was gradual, and came both from without and
from within. It came because there was tyranny in Rome, and no state can long be held by tyranny and the
power of the sword alone. They laid heavy and unjust taxes upon the middle classes. The backbone of the
nation was gone. So when wild barbarian hordes poured over the borders of the empire Rome fell. When the
Emperor Theodosius died, about sixty years after the founding of Constantinople, he left two sons, both mere
boys. They divided the empire between them, Arcadius, the elder, taking Constantinople for his capital, ruled
over the Eastern Empire, and Honorius, a child of eleven, became ruler of the Western Empire, with Rome as
his capital. It was upon Rome and the Western Empire that the full force of the barbarian onslaught fell. These
were Teutons or Germans, and were divided into two tribes, the Visigoths or west Goths, and the Ostrogoths
or east Goths. They were tall and strong, their eyes were blue, their hair long and fair. They were lawless,
greedy, and treacherous. They came at first fleeing from the Huns, a far more barbarous foe, seeking shelter
beneath the still all-powerful sceptre of Rome. They found the protection they desired, but ere long they turned
their swords against the men who had provided it. The March of Alaric Under their young king Alaric, the
Visigoths attacked the empire again and again. Twice Alaric laid siege to Rome. Twice he spared the imperial
city. Still a third time he came, and this time he sacked and plundered it without mercy. Then, laden with rich
booty, driving a long train of captives before him, he turned southward. The proudest city in the world lay at
his feet, and flushed with victory, he marched to invade Africa. But an even greater captain than the conqueror
of Rome met him on the way. Death laid his hand upon the victorious Goth, and all his triumphs were blotted
out. He turned aside from Africa, forsook the wasted plains of Italy, and marching his war-worn followers into
southern Gaul and northern Spain, settled there. Meanwhile other barbarian hosts attacked the outposts of the
empire. For in a vain endeavour to guard Italy and Rome itself the last legions had been called back even from
Britain, and the northern boundaries of the empire were left a prey to the barbarians. The Franks settled in
Gaul, and made it [4] Frankland. The Vandals settled in Spain, of which a province is still named Andalusia
Vandalusia. The Lombards, or Longbeards, overran northern Italy, and to-day the central province of northern
Italy is still named Lombardy. Angles and Saxons left their homes on the Weser and the Elbe, sailed across the
sea, and taking possession of southern Britain, changed its name to England. Every one of those barbarian
tribes which thus rent the Roman empire to pieces was of German or Teutonic origin. And from the ashes of
fallen Rome a new Teutonic empire was to arise. But meanwhile a foe far more fierce and terrible than any
German tribe, was sweeping onward ready to grind to dust the already crumbling empire. This foe was the
Hun. Attila and the Huns The Huns were a warrior race coming from out the wastes of Asia. They were small
and swarthy, their eyes were dark and piercing, their noses squat, and their hairless, hideous faces were
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covered with frightful gashes and scars which made them more hideous still. They spent their lives on
horseback, and rode so well that they almost seemed part of their sturdy little ponies. With much riding,
indeed, their legs were so bowed that they could scarcely walk. They had no houses, and few possessions.
They neither ploughed nor reaped, but lived on raw flesh and clothed themselves in skins. They were fierce,
blood-thirsty, vile, and all men fled before them with a shuddering dread. These were the people who, now led
on by their mighty king, Attila, made Europe tremble. Of all the Huns Attila was the most terrible. Though
small of stature, his shoulders were of great breadth, and there was something [5] of kingly authority in his
piercing, evil eye and loathsome, scowling face. Where he passed he left desolation behind him, and gloried in
it. Town after town was given to the flames, and the fair fields were laid waste. Then, at length, forgetting
their old quarrels, Roman and Goth joined to crush the common foe. Franks and Burgundians, too, joined the
army, and upon a plain near Chalons a great battle was fought between the allies and the Hun. The struggle
was long and fierce. Theodoric, king of the Visigoths, was slain, but in the end the Huns were defeated.
Defeated they were, but not crushed. Like a wounded animal behind the rampart of his baggage wagons, Atilla
crouched, growling and watchful. So dangerous he seemed that the allies dared no more attack him, and
content with their victory, they marched homeward. This fight has been called the battle of the Nations. And
although the victory was not a decisive one, a great question was settled upon the field of Chalons. There it
was made plain that Europe was to be the heritage of the Christian Teutons and Romans, and not of the pagan
Mongols. Attila was too crippled to renew the fight, and sullenly he recrossed the Rhine. But the following
year, having gathered another army, he marched through Italy, leaving, as was his wont, a trail of ruined cities
and devasted plains in his wake. Rome was his goal, but ere he reached it his course was once more stayed.
For, accompanied by certain nobles, the pope, Leo I, came out to meet the savage conqueror. Upon the one
side there was religion and knowledge and everything that stood for civilization, discipline, and lofty aims.
Upon the other there was ignorance, licence, and base lust of blood. Leo came unarmed to meet the foe before
whom all Europe cowered. His solemn words of pleading and warning pierced the heart of the fierce heathen.
Perhaps, too, the gold which he brought in his hand as a bribe from the feeble emperor aided not a little the
eloquence of his words. However that may be, Attila yielded. For "the Huns were stricken by the blows of
heaven," famine and pestilence thinned their ranks. So, taking the gold which was offered to him, their leader
returned, perhaps not unwillingly, to his own borders. He hoped doubtless to come again at another time to
wreak his will upon Rome. But the following year he died. His empire fell to pieces, and the Hun vanished
from Europe.
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