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This opinion is by no means probable. The Vandals and the Goths equally belonged to the great division of the
Suevi, but the two tribes were very different. Those who have treated on this part of history, appear to me to
have neglected to remark that the ancients almost always gave the name of the dominant and conquering
people to all the weaker and conquered races. So Pliny calls Vindeli, Vandals, all the people of the north-east
of Europe, because at that epoch the Vandals were doubtless the conquering tribe. Caesar, on the contrary,
ranges under the name of Suevi, many of the tribes whom Pliny reckons as Vandals, because the Suevi,
properly so called, were then the most powerful tribe in Germany. When the Goths, become in their turn
conquerors, had subjugated the nations whom they encountered on their way, these nations lost their name
with their liberty, and became of Gothic origin. A common origin was thus attributed to tribes who had only
been united by the conquests of some dominant nation, and this confusion has given rise to a number of
historical errors. Martin has a learned note to Le Beau, v. The difficulty appears to be in rejecting the close
analogy of the name with the Vend or Wendish race, who were of Sclavonian, not of Suevian or German,
origin. Martin supposes that the different races spread from the head of the Adriatic to the Baltic, and even the
Veneti, on the shores of the Adriatic, the Vindelici, the tribes which gave their name to Vindobena,
Vindoduna, Vindonissa, were branches of the same stock with the Sclavonian Venedi, who at one time gave
their name to the Baltic; that they all spoke dialects of the Wendish language, which still prevails in Carinthia,
Carniola, part of Bohemia, and Lusatia, and is hardly extinct in Mecklenburgh and Pomerania. The Vandal
race, once so fearfully celebrated in the annals of mankind, has so utterly perished from the face of the earth,
that we are not aware that any vestiges of their language can be traced, so as to throw light on the disputed
question of their German, their Sclavonian, or independent origin. The weight of ancient authority seems
against M. Compare, on the Vandals, Malte Brun. About the reign of Alexander Severus, the Roman province
of Dacia had already experienced their proximity by frequent and destructive inroads. Either a pestilence or a
famine, a victory or a defeat, an oracle of the gods or the eloquence of a daring leader, were sufficient to impel
the Gothic arms on the milder climates of the south. Besides the influence of a martial religion, the numbers
and spirit of the Goths were equal to the most dangerous adventures. See a fragment of Peter Patricius in the
Excerpta Legationum and with regard to its probable date, see Tillemont, Hist, des Empereurs, tom. Omnium
harum gentium insigne, rotunda scuta, breves gladii, et erga rages obsequium. The Goths probably acquired
their iron by the commerce of amber. They followed the unknown course of the river, confident in their valor,
and careless of whatever power might oppose their progress. The Bastarnae and the Venedi were the first who
presented themselves ; and the flower of their youth, either from choice or compulsion, increased the Gothic
army. The Bastarnae dwelt on the northern side of the Carpathian Mountains: If we inquire into the
characteristic marks of the people of Germany and of Sarmatia, we shall discover that those two great portions
of human kind were principally distinguished by fixed huts or movable tents, by a close dress or flowing
garments, by the marriage of one or of several wives, by a military force, consisting, for the most part, either
of infantry or cavalry; and above all, by the use of the Teutonic, or of the Sclavonian language; the last of
which has been diffused by conquest, from the confines of Italy to the neighborhood of Japan. The Heruli, and
the Uregundi or Burgundi, are particularly mentioned. A passage in the Augustan History, p. The
Marcomannic war was partly occasioned by the pressure of barbarous tribes, who fled before the arms of more
northern barbarians. The Bastarnae cannot be considered original inhabitants of Germany Strabo and Tacitus
appear to doubt it; Pliny alone calls them Germans: Ptolemy and Dion treat them as Scythians, a vague
appellation at this period of history; Livy, Plutarch, and Diodorus Siculus, call them Gauls, and this is the most
probable opinion. They descended from the Gauls who entered Germany under Signoesus. The names of their
chiefs or princes, Chlonix, Chlondicus. Deldon, are not German names. Those who were settled in the island
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of Peuce in the Danube, took the name of Peucini. The Carpi appear in as a Suevian tribe who had made an
irruption into Maesia. Afterwards they reappear under the Ostrogoths, with whom they were probably blended.
The Venedi, the Slavi, and the Antes, were the three great tribes of the same people. They formed the great
Sclavonian nation. Tacitus most assuredly deserves that title, and even his cautious suspense is a proof of his
diligent inquiries. Reineggs supposed that he had found, in the mountains of Caucasus, some descendants of
the Alani. The Tartars call them Edeki-Alan: According to Klaproth, they are the Ossetes of the present day in
Mount Caucasus and were the same with the Albanians of antiquity. The Goths were now in possession of the
Ukraine, a country of considerable extent and uncommon fertility, intersected with navigable rivers, which,
from either side, discharge themselves into the Borysthenes; and interspersed with large and leafy forests of
oaks. The plenty of game and fish, the innumerable bee-hives deposited in the hollow of old trees, and in the
cavities of rocks, and forming , even in that rude age, a valuable branch of commerce, the size of the cattle, the
temperature of the air, the aptness of the soil for every species of gain, and the luxuriancy of the vegetation, all
displayed the liberality of Nature, and tempted the industry of man. Genealogical History of the Tartars, p. The
modern face of the country is a just representation of the ancient, since, in the hands of the Cossacks, it still
remains in a state of nature. But the prospect of the Roman territories was far more alluring; and the fields of
Dacia were covered with rich harvests, sown by the hands of an industrious, and exposed to be gathered by
those of a warlike, people. It is probable that the conquests of Trajan, maintained by his successors, less for
any real advantage than for ideal dignity, had contributed to weaken the empire on that side. The new and
unsettled province of Dacia was neither strong enough to resist, nor rich enough to satiate , the rapaciousness
of the barbarians. As long as the remote banks of the Niester were considered as the boundary of the Roman
power, the fortifications of the Lower Danube were more carelessly guarded, and the inhabitants of Maesia
lived in supine security, fondly conceiving themselves at an inaccessible distance from any barbarian invaders.
The irruptions of the Goths, under the reign of Philip, fatally convinced them of their mistake. The king, or
leader, of that fierce nation, traversed with contempt the province of Dacia, and passed both the Niester and
the Danube without encountering any opposition capable of retarding his progress. The relaxed discipline of
the Roman troops betrayed the most important posts, where they were stationed, and the fear of deserved
punishment induced great numbers of them to enlist under the Gothic standard. The various multitude of
barbarians appeared, at length, under the walls of Marcianopolis, a city built by Trajan in honor of his sister,
and at that time the capital of the second Maesia. Intelligence was soon transmitted to the emperor Decius, that
Cniva, king of the Goths, had passed the Danube a second time, with more considerable forces; that his
numerous detachments scattered devastation over the province of Maesia, whilst the main body of the army,
consisting of seventy thousand Germans and Sarmatians, a force equal to the most daring achievements,
required the presence of the Roman monarch, and the exertion of his military power. In the sixteenth chapter
of Jornandes, instead of secundo Maesiam we may venture to substitute secundam, the second Maesia, of
which Marcianopolis was certainly the capital. See Hierocles de Provinciis, and Wesseling ad locum, p. It is
surprising how this palpable error of the scribe should escape the judicious correction of Grotius. Luden has
observed that Jornandes mentions two passages over the Danube; this relates to the second irruption into
Maesia. Geschichte des T V. The camp of the Romans was surprised and pillaged, and, for the first time, their
emperor fled in disorder before a troop of half-armed barbarians. After a long resistance, Philoppopolis,
destitute of succor, was taken by storm. A hundred thousand persons are reported to have been massacred in
the sack of that great city. Encouraged by the return of fortune, he anxiously waited for an opportunity to
retrieve, by a great and decisive blow, his own glory, and that of the Roman arms. The place is still called
Nicop. The little stream, on whose banks it stood, falls into the Danube. Zonaras, by an odd mistake, ascribes
the foundation of Philippopolis to the immediate predecessor of Decius. Now Philippopolis or Philiba; its
situation among the hills caused it to be also called Trimontium. Victorioe Carpicoe, on some medals of
Decius, insinuate these advantages. Claudius who afterwards reigned with so much glory was posted in the
pass of Thermopylae with Dardanians, heavy and light horse, 60 Cretan archers, and well-armed recruits. See
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an original letter from the emperor to his officer, in the Augustan History, p. In the general account of this
war, it is easy to discover the opposite prejudices of the Gothic and the Grecian writer. In carelessness alone
they are alike. He soon discovered that it was impossible to replace that greatness on a permanent basis,
without restoring public virtue , ancient principles and manners, and the oppressed majesty of the laws. By
their unanimous votes, or rather acclamations, Valerian, who was afterwards emperor, and who then served
with distinction in the army of Decius, was declared the most worthy of that exalted honor. As soon as the
decree of the senate was transmitted to the emperor, he assembled a great council in his camp, and before the
investiture of the censor elect, he apprised him of the difficulty and importance of his great office. Accept the
censorship of mankind; and judge of our manners. You will select those who deserve to continue members of
the senate; you will restore the equestrian order to its ancient splendor; you will improve the revenue, yet
moderate the public burdens. You will distinguish into regular classes the various and infinite multitude of
citizens, and accurately view the military strength, the wealth, the virtue , and the resources of Rome. Your
decisions shall obtain the force of laws. The army, the palace, the ministers of justice, and the great officers of
the empire, are all subject to your tribunal. Even these few, who may not dread the severity, will anxiously
solicit the esteem, of the Roman censor. Montesquieu, Grandeur et Decadence des Romains, c. He illustrates
the nature and use of the censorship with his usual ingenuity, and with uncommon precision. Vespasian and
Titus were the last censors, Pliny, Hist. Censorinus de Die Natali. The modesty of Trajan refused an honor
which he deserved, and his example became a law to the Antonines. Yet in spite of his exemption, Pompey
appeared before that tribunal during his consulship. The occasion, indeed, was equally singular and honorable.
See the original speech in the Augustan Hist. He modestly argued the alarming greatness of the trust, his own
insufficiency, and the incurable corruption of the times. He artfully insinuated, that the office of censor was
inseparable from the Imperial dignity, and that the feeble hands of a subject were unequal to the support of
such an immense weight of cares and of power. A censor may maintain, he can never restore, the morals of a
state. It is impossible for such a magistrate to exert his authority with benefit, or even with effect , unless he is
supported by a quick sense of honor and virtue in the minds of the people, by a decent reverence for the public
opinion, and by a train of useful prejudices combating on the side of national manners. In a period when these
principles are annihilated, the censorial jurisdiction must either sink into empty pageantry, or be converted
into a partial instrument of vexatious oppression. This transaction might deceive Zonaras, who supposes that
Valerian was actually declared the colleague of Decius, l. Such as the attempts of Augustus towards a
reformation of manness. The flower of their troops had perished in the long siege of Philippopolis, and the
exhausted country could no longer afford subsistence for the remaining multitude of licentious barbarians.
Reduced to this extremity, the Goths would gladly have purchased, by the surrender of all their booty and
prisoners, the permission of an undisturbed retreat. But the emperor, confident of victory, and resolving, by
the chastisement of these invaders, to strike a salutary terror into the nations of the North, refused to listen to
any terms of accommodation. The high-spirited barbarians preferred death to slavery.
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The Fame of Arthur. Map of Europe in ad. Triumphal Archway at Rheims. Mausoleum of Theodoric, at
Ravenna. Interior of the Church of the Holy Spirit, Ravenna. Their victorious hordes had spread from the
Volga to the Danube; but the public force was exhausted by the discord of independent chieftains; their valour
was idly consumed in obscure and predatory excursions; and they often degraded their national dignity by
condescending, for the hopes of spoil, to enlist under the banners of their fugitive enemies. In the reign of
Attila, 1 the Huns again became the terror of the world; and I shall now describe the character and actions of
that formidable Barbarian, who Edition: In the tide of emigration which impetuously rolled from the confines
of China to those of Germany, the most powerful and populous tribes may commonly be found on the verge of
the Roman provinces. The accumulated weight was sustained for a while by artificial barriers; and the easy
condescension of the emperors invited, without satisfying, the insolent demands of the Barbarians, who had
acquired an eager appetite for the luxuries of civilised life. The Hungarians, who ambitiously insert the name
of Attila among their native kings, may affirm with truth that the hordes which were subject to his uncle Roas,
or Rugilas, had formed their encampments within the limits of modern Hungary, 2 in a fertile country which
liberally supplied the wants of a nation of hunters and shepherds. In this advantageous situation, Rugilas and
his valiant brothers, who continually added to their power and reputation, commanded the alternative of peace
or war with the two empires. His alliance with the Romans of the West was cemented by his personal
friendship for the great Aetius; who was always secure of finding in the Barbarian camp a hospitable reception
and a powerful support. At his solicitation, in the name of John the usurper, sixty thousand Huns advanced to
the confines of Italy; their march and their retreat were alike expensive to the state; and the grateful policy of
Aetius abandoned the possession of Pannonia to his faithful confederates. The Romans of the East were not
less apprehensive of the arms of Rugilas, which threatened the provinces, or even the Edition: Some
ecclesiastical historians have destroyed the Barbarians with lightning and pestilence; 3 but Theodosius was
reduced to the more humble expedient of stipulating an annual payment of three hundred and fifty pounds of
gold, and of disguising this dishonourable tribute by the title of general, which the king of the Huns
condescended to accept. The public tranquillity was frequently interrupted by the fierce impatience of the
Barbarians and the perfidious intrigues of the Byzantine court. Four dependent nations, among whom we may
distinguish the Bavarians, disclaimed the sovereignty of the Huns; and their revolt was encouraged and
protected by a Roman alliance; till the just claims and formidable power of Rugilas were effectually urged by
the voice of Eslaw, his ambassador. The death of Rugilas suspended the progress of the treaty. The kings of
the Huns assumed the solid benefits, as well as the vain honours, of the negotiation. They dictated the
conditions of peace, and each condition was an insult on the majesty of the empire. Besides the freedom of a
safe and plentiful market on the banks of the Danube, they required that the annual contribution should be
augmented from three hundred and fifty to seven hundred Edition: This justice was rigorously inflicted on
some unfortunate youths of a royal race. They were crucified on the territories of the empire, by the command
of Attila: His features, according to the observation of a Gothic historian, bore the stamp of his national origin;
and the portrait of Attila exhibits the genuine deformity of a modern Calmuck: The haughty step and
demeanour of the king of the Huns expressed the consciousness of his superiority above the rest of mankind;
and he had a custom of fiercely rolling his eyes, as if he wished to enjoy the terror Edition: Yet this savage
hero was not inaccessible to pity: He delighted in war; but, after he had ascended the throne in a mature age,
his head, rather than his hand, achieved the conquest of the North; and the fame of an adventurous soldier was
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usefully exchanged for that of a prudent and successful general. The effects of personal valour are so
inconsiderable, except in poetry or romance, that victory, even among Barbarians, must depend on the degree
of skill with which the passions of the multitude are combined and guided for the service of a single man. The
Scythian conquerors, Attila and Zingis, surpassed their rude countrymen in art rather than in courage; and it
may be observed that the monarchies, both of the Huns and of the Moguls, were erected by their founders on
the basis of popular superstition. The miraculous conception, which fraud and credulity ascribed to the
virgin-mother of Zingis, raised him above the level of human nature; and the naked prophet, who, in the name
of the Deity, invested him with the empire of the earth, pointed the valour of the Moguls with irresistible
enthusiasm. It was natural enough that the Scythians should adore, with peculiar devotion, the god of war; but,
as they were incapable of forming either an abstract idea or a corporeal representation, they worshipped their
tutelar deity under the symbol of an iron cimeter. That magnanimous, or rather that artful, prince accepted,
with pious gratitude, this celestial favour; and, as the rightful possessor of the sword of Mars, asserted his
divine and indefeasible claim to the dominion of the earth. Yet even this cruel act was attributed to a
supernatural impulse; and the vigour with which Attila wielded the sword of Mars convinced the world that it
had been reserved alone for his invincible arm. If a line of separation were drawn between the civilised and the
savage climates of the globe; between the inhabitants of cities, who cultivated the earth, and the hunters and
shepherds, who dwelt in tents; Attila might aspire to the title of supreme and sole monarch of the Barbarians.
Thuringia, which stretched beyond its actual limits as far as the Danube, was in the number of his provinces;
he interposed, with the weight of a powerful neighbour, in the domestic affairs of the Franks; and one of his
lieutenants chastised, and almost exterminated, the Burgundians of the Rhine. He subdued the islands of the
ocean, the kingdoms of Scandinavia, encompassed and divided by the waters of the Baltic; and the Huns
might derive a tribute of furs from that Northern region which has been protected from all other conquerors by
the severity of the climate and the courage of the natives. Towards the east, it is difficult to circumscribe the
dominion of Edition: The crowd of vulgar kings, the leaders of so many martial tribes, who served under the
standard of Attila, were ranged in the submissive order of guards and domestics, round the person of their
master. They watched his nod; they trembled at his frown; and, at the first signal of his will, they executed,
without murmur or hesitation, his stern and absolute commands. In time of peace, the dependent princes, with
their national troops, attended the royal camp in regular succession; but, when Attila collected his military
force, he was able to bring into the field an army of five, or according to another account of seven, hundred
thousand Barbarians. In the reign of his father Arcadius, a band of adventurous Huns had ravaged the
provinces of the East; from whence they brought away rich spoils and innumerable captives. Egypt trembled at
their approach; and the monks and pilgrims of the Holy Land prepared to escape their fury by a speedy
embarkation. The memory of this invasion was still recent in the minds of the Orientals. The subjects of Attila
might execute, with superior forces, the design which these adventurers had so boldly attempted; and it soon
became the subject of anxious conjecture, whether the tempest would fall on the dominions of Rome or of
Persia. Some of the great vassals of the king of the Huns, who were themselves in the rank of powerful
princes, had been sent to ratify an alliance Edition: They related, during their residence at Rome, the
circumstances of an expedition which they had lately made into the East. But the Huns were obliged to retire,
before the numbers of the enemy. Their laborious retreat was effected by a different road; they lost the greatest
part of their booty; and at length returned to the royal camp, with some knowledge of the country, and an
impatient desire of revenge. In the free conversation of the Imperial ambassadors, who discussed, at the court
of Attila, the character and designs of their formidable enemy, the ministers of Constantinople expressed their
hope that his strength might be diverted and employed in a long and doubtful contest with the princes of the
house of Sassan. The more sagacious Italians admonished their Eastern brethren of the folly and danger of
such a hope, and convinced them that the Medes and Persians were incapable of resisting the arms of the
Huns, and that the easy and important acquisition would exalt the pride, as well as power, of the conqueror.
Instead of contenting himself with a moderate contribution, and a military title which equalled him only to the
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generals of Theodosius, Attila would proceed to impose a disgraceful and intolerable yoke on the necks of the
prostrate and captive Romans, who would then be encompassed, on all sides, by the empire of the Huns. An
enterprise had been concerted between the courts of Ravenna and Constantinople, for the recovery of that
valuable province; and the ports of Sicily were already filled with the military and naval forces of Theodosius.
But the subtle Genseric, who spread his negotiations round the world, prevented their designs by exciting the
king of the Huns to invade the Eastern empire; and a trifling incident soon became the motive, or pretence, of
a destructive war. A troop of Barbarians violated the commercial security, killed, or dispersed, the
unsuspecting traders, and levelled the fortress with the ground. The Huns justified this outrage as an act of
reprisal; alleged that the bishop of Margus had entered their territories, to discover and steal a secret treasure
of their kings; and sternly demanded the guilty prelate, the sacrilegious spoil, and the fugitive subjects, who
had escaped from the justice of Attila. But they were soon intimidated by the destruction of Viminacium and
the adjacent towns; and the people were persuaded to adopt the convenient maxim that a private citizen,
however innocent Edition: The bishop of Margus, who did not possess the spirit of a martyr, resolved to
prevent the designs which he suspected. He boldly treated with the princes of the Huns; secured, by solemn
oaths, his pardon and reward; posted a numerous detachment of Barbarians, in silent ambush, on the banks of
the Danube; and at the appointed hour opened, with his own hand, the gates of his episcopal city. This
advantage, which had been obtained by treachery, served as a prelude to more honourable and decisive
victories. The Illyrian frontier was covered by a line of castles and fortresses; and, though the greatest part of
them consisted only of a single tower, with a small garrison, they were commonly sufficient to repel, or to
intercept, the inroads of an enemy who was ignorant of the art, and impatient of the delay, of a regular siege.
But these slight obstacles were instantly swept away by the inundation of the Huns. The whole breadth of
Europe, as it extends above five hundred miles from the Euxine to the Hadriatic, was at once invaded, and
occupied, and desolated by the myriads of Barbarians whom Attila led into the field. The public danger and
distress could not, however, provoke Theodosius to interrupt his amusements and devotion, or to appear in
person at the head of the Roman legions. But the troops which had been sent against Genseric were hastily
recalled from Sicily; the garrisons on the side of Persia were exhausted; Edition: The armies of the Eastern
empire were vanquished in three successive engagements; and the progress of Attila may be traced by the
fields of battle. As the Romans were pressed by a victorious enemy, they gradually, and unskilfully, retired
towards the Chersonesus of Thrace; and that narrow peninsula, the last extremity of the land, was marked by
their third, and irreparable, defeat. By the destruction of this army, Attila acquired the indisputable possession
of the field. Heraclea and Hadrianople might, perhaps, escape this dreadful irruption of the Huns; but the
words the most expressive of total extirpation and erasure are applied to the calamities which they inflicted on
seventy cities of the Eastern empire. The damage indeed was speedily repaired; but this accident was
aggravated by a superstitious fear that Heaven itself had delivered the Imperial city to the shepherds of
Scythia, who were strangers to the laws, the language, and the religion of the Romans. The laws of war, that
restrain the exercise of national rapine and murder, are founded on two principles of substantial interest: But
these considerations of hope and fear are almost unknown in the pastoral state of nations. The Huns of Attila
may, without injustice, be compared to the Moguls and Tartars, before their primitive manners were changed
by religion and luxury; and the evidence of Oriental history may reflect some light on the short and imperfect
annals of Rome. After the Moguls had subdued the northern provinces of China, it was seriously proposed, not
in the hour of victory and passion, but in calm deliberate council, to exterminate all the inhabitants of that
populous country, that the vacant land might be converted to the pasture of cattle. The firmness of a Chinese
mandarin, 23 who insinuated some principles of rational policy into the mind of Zingis, diverted him from the
execution of this horrid design. But in the cities of Asia, which yielded to the Moguls, the inhuman abuse of
the rights of war was exercised, with a regular form of discipline, which may, with equal reason, though not
with equal authority, be imputed to the victorious Huns. The inhabitants, who had submitted to their
discretion, were ordered to evacuate their houses, and to assemble in some plain adjacent Edition: The first
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class consisted of the soldiers of the garrison, and of the young men capable of bearing arms; and their fate
was instantly decided: The second class, composed of the young and beautiful women, of the artificers of
every rank and profession, and of the more wealthy or honourable citizens, from whom a private ransom might
be expected, was distributed in equal or proportionable lots. The remainder, whose life or death was alike
useless to the conquerors, were permitted to return to the city; which, in the meanwhile, had been stripped of
its valuable furniture; and a tax was imposed on those wretched inhabitants for the indulgence of breathing
their native air. Such was the behaviour of the Moguls, when they were not conscious of any extraordinary
rigour. The three great capitals of Khorasan, Maru, Neisabour, and Herat were destroyed by the armies of
Zingis; and the exact account which was taken of the slain amounted to four millions three hundred and
forty-seven thousand persons. In the hands of a wise legislator, such an industrious colony might have
contributed to diffuse, through the deserts of Scythia, the rudiments of the useful and ornamental arts; but
these captives, who had been taken in war, were accidentally dispersed among the hordes that obeyed the
empire of Attila. The estimate of their respective value was formed by the simple judgment of unenlightened
and unprejudiced Barbarians. Perhaps they might not understand the merit of a theologian, profoundly skilled
in the controversies of the Trinity and the Incarnation; yet they respected the ministers of every religion; and
the active zeal of the Christian missionaries, without approaching the person or the palace of the monarch,
successfully laboured in the propagation of the gospel. The mechanic arts were encouraged and esteemed, as
they tended to satisfy the wants of the Huns. An architect, in the service of Onegesius, one of the favourites of
Attila, was employed to construct a bath; but this work was a rare example of private luxury; and the trades of
the smith, the carpenter, the armourer, were much more adapted to supply a wandering people with the useful
instruments of peace and war. But the merit of the physician was received with universal favour and respect;
the Barbarians, who despised death, might be apprehensive of disease; and the haughty conqueror trembled in
the presence of a captive, to whom he ascribed, perhaps, an imaginary power of prolonging, or preserving, his
life. The historian Priscus, whose embassy is a course of curious instruction, was accosted, in the camp of
Attila, by a stranger, who saluted him in the Greek language, but whose dress and figure displayed the
appearance of a wealthy Scythian. In the siege of Viminacium, he had lost, according to his own account, his
fortune and liberty; he became the slave of Onegesius; but his faithful services, against the Romans and the
Acatzires, had gradually raised him to the rank of the native Huns; to whom he was attached by the domestic
pledges of a new wife and several children. The spoils of war had restored and improved his private property;
he was admitted to the table of his former lord; and the apostate Greek blessed the hour of his captivity, since
it had been the introduction to an happy and independent state; which he held by the honourable tenure of
military service. This reflection naturally produced a dispute on the advantages, and defects, of the Roman
government, which was severely arraigned by the apostate, and defended by Priscus in a prolix and feeble
declamation. The freedman of Onegesius exposed, in true and lively colours, the vices of a declining empire,
of which he had so long been the victim; the cruel absurdity of the Roman princes, unable to protect their
subjects against the public enemy, unwilling to trust them with arms for their own defence; the intolerable
weight of taxes, rendered still more oppressive by the intricate or arbitrary modes of collection; the obscurity
of numerous and contradictory laws; the tedious and expensive forms of judicial proceedings; the Edition: A
sentiment of patriotic sympathy was at length revived in the breast of the fortunate exile; and he lamented,
with a flood of tears, the guilt or weakness of those magistrates who had perverted the wisest and most
salutary institutions. Theodosius might still affect the style, as well as the title, of Invincible Augustus; but he
was reduced to solicit the clemency of Attila, who imperiously dictated these harsh and humiliating conditions
of peace. The king of the Huns required and obtained, that his tribute or subsidy should be augmented from
seven hundred pounds of gold to the annual sum of two thousand one hundred; and he stipulated the
immediate payment of six thousand pounds of gold to defray the expenses, or to expiate the guilt, of the war.
One might imagine that such a demand, which scarcely equalled the measure of private wealth, would have
been readily discharged by the opulent empire of the Edition: A large proportion of the taxes, extorted from
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the people, was detained and intercepted in their passage, through the foulest channels, to the treasury of
Constantinople. The revenue was dissipated by Theodosius and his favourites in wasteful and profuse luxury;
which was disguised by the names of Imperial magnificence or Christian charity. The immediate supplies had
been exhausted by the unforeseen necessity of military preparations.
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Chapter 3 : Editio Princeps
Editor's Note. This e-book contains J.C. Rolfe's complete translation of the surviving books of the Res Gestae of
Ammianus Marcellinus, originally published in as three volumes of the bilingual Loeb Classical Library.

He played a major role in the revivals both of Byzantine monasticism and of classical literary genres in
Byzantium. He is known as a zealous opponent of iconoclasm, one of several conflicts that set him at odds
with both emperor and patriarch. Family and Childhood Theodore was born in Constantinople in He was the
oldest son of Photeinos, an important financial official in the palace bureaucracy, and Theoktsite, herself the
product of a distinguished Constantinopolitan family. The family therefore controlled a significant portion, if
not all, of the imperial financial administration during the reign of Constantine V. Theodore had two younger
brothers Joseph, later Archbishop of Thessaloniki, and Euthymios and one sister, whose name we do not
know. There is however no evidence to support this, and their high position in the imperial bureaucracy of the
time renders any openly iconodulic position highly unlikely. Furthermore, when Platon left his office and
entered the priesthood in , he was ordained by an abbot who, if he was not actively iconoclastic himself, at the
very least offered no resistance to the iconoclastic policies of Constantine V. The family as a whole was most
likely indifferent to the question of icons during this period. It is however not clear that these opportunities
were available to even the most well-placed Byzantine families of the eighth century, and it is possible that
Theodore was at least partially an autodidact. Theodore, together with his father, brothers, sailed back to
Bithynia with Platon in , where they set about transforming the family estate into a religious establishment,
which became known as the Sakkudion Monastery. Platon became abbot of the new foundation, and Theodore
was his "right hand. Shortly thereafter Tarasios himself ordained Theodore as a priest. In Theodore became
abbot of the Sakkudion Monastery, while Platon withdrew from the daily operation of the monastery and
dedicated himself to silence. Although the Patriarch may initially have resisted this development, as a divorce
without proof of adultery on the part of the wife could be construed as illegal, he ultimately gave way. The
marriage of Constantine and Theodote was celebrated in , although not by the patriarch, as was normal, but by
a certain Joseph, a priest of Hagia Sophia. A somewhat obscure chain of events followed the so-called
"Moechian controversy," from the Greek moichos, "adulterer" , in which Theodore initiated a protest against
the marriage from the Sakkudion Monastery, and appears to have demanded the excommunication, not only of
the priest Joseph, but also of all who had received communion from him, which, as Joseph was a priest of the
imperial church, included implicitly the emperor and his court. This demand had no official weight, however,
and Constantine appears to have attempted to make peace with Theodore and Platon who, on account of his
marriage, were now his relatives , inviting them to visit him during a sojourn at the imperial baths of Prusa in
Bithynia. In the event neither appeared. As a result imperial troops were sent to the Sakkudion Monastery, and
the community was dispersed. Theodoros was flogged, and, together with ten other monks, banished to
Thessaloniki, while Platon was imprisoned in Constantinople. The monks arrived in Thessaloniki in March of
, but did not remain for long; in August of the same year Constantine VI was blinded and overthrown, and his
mother Irene, the new empress, lifted the exile. Abbot of the Studites Following the accession of Irene, the
priest Joseph was stripped of his office, and Theodoros was received in the imperial palace. The monks then
returned to the Sakkudion Monastery, but were forced back to the capital in either or on account of an Arab
raid on Bithynia. At this time Irene offered Theodore the leadership of the ancient Stoudios Monastery in
Constantinople, which he accepted. Theodore then set about building various workshops within the monastery
to guarantee autarky, constructing a library and a scriptorium, and restoring and decorating the church. He also
composed a series of poems on the duties of the various members of the community, which were likely
inscribed and displayed within the monastery. He furthermore composed a rule for the governance of the
monastery, and made the Studios community the center of an extensive congregation of dependent
monasteries, including the Sakkudion. He maintained contact with these other monasteries above all through
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his prodigious literary output letters as well as catechisms , which reached a quantitative peak at this time, and
developed a system of messengers that was so elaborate as to resemble a private postal service. To this period
may also date the so-called iconophile epigrams, iambic acrostics composed by Theodore that replaced the
"iconoclastic epigrams" which were previously exhibited on the Chalke gate of the Great Palace. It has been
suggested that these were commissioned by Irene, as another sign of her good favor toward Theodore,
although a commission under Michael I Rangabe is also possible; in any case, they were removed in by Leo V
the Armenian and replaced by new "iconoclastic" verses. In the Patriarch Tarasios died, and the emperor
Nikephoros I set about seeking his replacement. The selection of Nikephoros gave rise to an immediate protest
on the part of the Studites, and in particular Theodore and Platon, who objected to the elevation of a layman to
the patriarchal throne. Theodore and Platon were jailed for 24 days before the Emperor Nikephoros allowed
them to return to their congregations. Conflict with Nikephoros The Emperor Nikephoros soon requested that
his new patriarch rehabilitate the priest Joseph, who had officiated at the wedding of Constantine and
Theodote, possibly because Joseph had aided in the peaceful resolution of the revolt of Bardanes Tourkos. In
the Patriarch Nikephoros convened a synod to address the case, at which Theodore was present. The Synod
decided to readmit Joseph to the priesthood, a decision to which Theodore did not at the time object. However,
soon after this ordination, perhaps in , Theodore began to express his unwillingness to associate with the
rehabilitated priest Joseph, or for that matter with anyone else who knowingly associated with him, as he held
the rehabilitation for uncanonical. As in the first dispute over the priest Joseph, the extension of this refusal
beyond Joseph to those who associated with him included implicitly the patriarch and the emperor himself.
Early in Theodoros offered in a series of letters to explain his position to the emperor, and furthermore to
perform the customary proskynesis at his feet, which offer Nikephoros declined, instead setting off for the
summer military campaign. As a result he was stripped of his archbishopric. At around the same time a small
military division was dispatched to the Studios Monastery to arrest Theodore, Joseph, and Platon. A synod
was then held in January of , at which Theodore and his followers were anathematized as schismatic.
Theodore maintained an extensive literary activity in exile, writing numerous letters to correspondents
including his brother, various Studite monks, influential family members, and even Pope Leo III. He also
continued to compose catechisms for the Studite congregation, as well as a number of poems. The priest
Joseph was once more defrocked, and Theodore was, at least superficially, reconciled with the Patriarch
Nikephoros. There are however indications that a certain rivalry between the Studite Abbot and the Patriarch
persisted. In Michael I resolved to persecute certain heretics in Phrygia and Lycaonia, namely the Paulicians
and the "Athinganoi" sometimes identified with the Roma. Theodore and Nikephoros were called before the
emperor to debate the legality of punishing heresy by death, Theodore arguing against and Nikephoros for.
Theodore is said to have won the day. The second affair concerned a peace treaty proposed by Krum of
Bulgaria, also in , according to which the Byzantine and Bulgarian states should exchange refugees. It is likely
that Krum sought the return of certain Bulgarians who had betrayed him to the Byzantines. In this instance
Theodore argued against the exchange, as it would require that Christians be cast to barbarians, while
Nikephoros urged the emperor to accept the treaty. Michael led a military campaign against the Bulgarians in ,
which ended in defeat, and as a result he abdicated in July and Leo V was crowned emperor. Theodore
composed a long funeral oration, the Laudatio Platonis, which remains one of the most important sources for
the history of the family. The Second Iconoclasm At the very beginning of his reign, Leo V faced a new
Bulgarian offensive that reached the walls of Constantinople and ravaged large sections of Thrace. This came
to an end with the death of Krum on April 13, , and the internal power struggles that followed. However, as
the previous 30 years since the approval of icon-veneration at the Synod of had represented for the Byzantines
a string of military catastrophes, Leo resolved to reach back to the policies of the more successful Isaurian
dynasty. He renamed his son Constantine, thus drawing a parallel to Leo III and Constantine V, and beginning
in began to discuss with various clerics and senators the possibility of reviving the iconoclastic policy of the
Isaurians. This movement met with strong opposition from the Patriarch Nikephoros, who himself gathered a
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group of bishops and abbots about him and swore them to uphold the veneration of images. The dispute came
to a head in a debate between the two parties before the emperor in the Great Palace on Christmas , at which
Theodore and his brother Joseph were present, and took the side of the iconophiles. Leo held fast by his plan
to revive iconoclasm, and in March the Patrarch Nikephoros was stripped of his office and exiled to Bithynia.
At this point Theodore remained in Constantinople, and assumed a leading role in the iconodule opposition.
This provocation elicited only a rebuke from the emperor. A new patriarch, Theodotos, was selected, and in
April a synod was convened in Hagia Sophia, at which iconoclasm was re-introduced as dogma. Theodore
composed a series of letters in which he called on "all, near and far," to revolt against the decision of the
synod. Not long thereafter he was exiled by imperial command to a Metopa, a fortress on the eastern shore of
Lake Apollonia in Bithynia. While Theodore was in exile, the leadership of the Studite congregation was
assumed by the Abbot Leontios, who for a time adopted the iconoclast position and won over many
individuals monks to his party. He was however eventually won back to the iconodule party. The Studite
situation mirrored a general trend, with a number of bishops and abbots at first willing to reach a compromise
with the iconoclasts, but then in the years between and renouncing the iconoclast position, a movement that
was perhaps motivated by the martyrdom of the Studite monk Thaddaios. It was during this upswell in
icondule sentiment that Theodore began to compose his own polemic against the iconoclasts, the Refutatio,
concentrating in particular on refuting the arguments and criticizing the literary merits of the new iconoclastic
epigrams on the Chalke. Theodore exercised a wide influence during the first year of his exile, primarily
through a massive letter-writing campaign. Accordingly, he was transferred in to Boneta, a fortress in the more
remote Anatolic theme, whence he nevertheless remained abreast of developments in the capital and
maintained a regular correspondence. This continued activity led to an imperial order that Theodore be
whipped, which his captors however refused to carry out. In , Theodore wrote two letters to Pope Paschal I,
which were co-signed by several fellow iconophile abbots, in the first requesting that he summon an
anti-iconoclastic Synod; letters to the Patriarchs of Alexandria and Jerusalem, among other "foreign" clerics,
followed. As a result the emperor ordered at least once more that Theodore be flogged, and the command was
this time carried out, with the result that Theodore became quite ill. After his recovery Theodore was moved to
Smyrna. Early in , however, Leo V fell victim to a grisly murder at the altar of the Church of St. Stephen in
the imperial palace; Theodore was released from exile shortly thereafter. Final years Following his release,
Theodore made his way back to Constantinople, travelling through north-western Anatolia and meeting with
numerous monks and abbots on the way. At the time he appears to have believed that the new emperor,
Michael II, would adopt an iconophilic policy, and he expressed this hope in two letters to Michael. An
imperial audience was arranged for a group of iconocule clerics, including Theodore, at which however
Michael expressed his attention to "leave the church as he had found it. Theodore returned to Anatolia, in what
seems to have been a sort of self-imposed exile. He continued to write numerous letters in support of the
iconophile cause, and appears to have remained an important leader of the opposition to imperial iconoclasm.
He was present at a meeting of "more than a hundred" iconodule clerics in or , which ended in an argument
between the Studites and the host, one Ioannikos, which may have represented a power struggle within the
movement. Theodore also spoke against the second marriage of Michael II to the nun Euphrosyne, a daughter
of Constantine VI, although in a very moderate fashion, and with none of the passion or effect of the
Moechian controversy. In this year he dictated his Testament, a form of spiritual guidance for the future abbots
of the Studios monastery, to his disciple Naukratios. He died on the 11 of November of that same year, while
celebrating mass, apparently in the monastery of Hagios Tryphon on Cape Akritas in Bithynia. Eighteen years
later his remains, along with those of his brother Joseph, were brought back to the Studios Monastery, were
they were interred beside the grave of their uncle Platon. The most important elements of his reform were its
emphases on cenobitic communal life, manual labor, and a carefully defined administrative hierarchy.
Theodore also built the Studios monastery into major scholarly center, in particular through its library and
scriptorium, which certainly surpassed all other contemporary Byzantine ecclesiastical institutions in this
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regard. Theodore himself was a pivotal figure in the revival of classical literary forms, in particular iambic
verse, in Byzantium, and his criticisms of the iconoclastic epigrams drew a connection between literary skill
and orthodox faith. After his death the Studios monastery continued to be a vital center for Byzantine
hymnography and hagiography, as well as for the copying of manuscripts. Following the "triumph of
Orthodoxy" i. There was no formal process of canonization in Byzantium, but Theodore was soon recognized
as a saint. In the Latin West a tradition arose according to which Theodore had recognized papal primacy, on
the basis of his letters to Pope Paschal, and he was formally canonized by the Catholic Church, an honor
which no other Byzantine iconophile received. His feast day is November Works Theodore was an immensely
prolific author; among his most important works are: His letters, which convey many personal details, as well
as illuminating a number of his historical engagements.
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Chapter 4 : "Adrien de Valois and the Chapter Headings in Ammianus Marcellinus" | Gavin Kelly - calendrie
(Vol. I) Ammianus Marcellinus Roman Antiquities p3 Book XIV Constantius and Gallus 1 1 The cruelty of Gallus Caesar
1 After the survival of the events of an unendurable campaign,3 when the spirits of both parties, broken by the variety of
their dangers and hardships, were still drooping, before the blare of the trumpets had ceased or the soldiers been
assigned to their winter quarters, the.

Original Languages Boissonade, J. Analecta Graeca e Codicibus Regis, Paris: Regesten der Kaiserkunden des
ostromischen Reiches, pts. New Directions, partial English verse translation in A. Macmillan, partial English
verse translation in C. Penguin, 19 Migne, J. Patrologiae cursus completus, Series Greaco-latina, vols. Many
of these texts were lifted directly from earlier editions - in many cases none too carefully. Migne was
amarketing genius and sets of these editions were distributed to a huge number of libraries. In fact if a library
does not have "Migne" [pronounced "mean" by the way] it is not likely to be useful to a medieval scholar. The
result is that "PG". In almost all cases it is preferable to use a later edition if available. For Latin readers a
useful feature is that all the Greek texts have side by side Latin translations - not always reliable, however, and
an easy target of persnickety reviewers. Muller Acta et Diplomats greaca medii aevi sacra et profana 6 vols.
Rerum Italicarum Scriptores Milan: Monumenta Germaniae Historica, ed. Analecta Sacra et Classica 6 vols.
For the most part these were re-edited and published at amazing speed by a series of German scholars Bekker,
de Boor, etc. All the texts are accompanied by Latin translations, generally of a higher quality than those in
Migne. Editions may or may not be accompanied by a translation into English, French, German or Italian. In a
number of cases where CFHB has not published a translation, the new editors have done so through other
sources. Prentice Hall, Cobham, C. Byzantinische Diplomaten und ostliche Barbaren; aus den Excerpta de
legationibus des Konstantinos Porphyrogennetos ausgewahlte Abschnitte des Priskos und Menander Protektor
ubersetzt, eingeleitet und erklart, Graz, Verlag Styria, , Byzantinische Geschichtsschreiber ; Vol. Liverpool
University Press, c Translated texts for historians ; v. University of Chicago Press, Probably the best collection
in English, although many selections are somewhat short. Texts are arranged thematically. Gabler, Franz and
G. Stokel Europa im XV. Jahrhundert von Byzantinern gesehen, Graz: Styria , Byzantinische
Geschichtsschreiber Vol 2. The Age of Attila: Koder, Johannes Der Lebensraum der Byzantiner: Verlag
Styria, c , Byzantinische Geschichtsschreiber. Habelt, Series title: Papyri Graecae Haunienses ; fasc.
Papyrologische Texte und Abhandlungen ; Bd. Harper and Row, Good selections relating to women from
Byzantine legal codes. Pagan and Byzantine views: Routledge, Sideras, Alexander. Byzantine Funeral
Orations Die byzantinischen Grabreden: Various Sources chretiennes, Paris: In many cases these replace
Migne. Among those that do not we may list the ancient Egyptians, where apparently the lone Egyptian
historian, Manetho, wrote for Greeks, and Indian culture, where the history of the subcontinent has to be
gleaned largely from Greek, Persian, and Chinese sources. Among those cultures that do value history, a
number stand out: In terms of continuity the two longest such historiographical traditions seem to have been
that of the Chinese and the Greeks. The Greek tradition, beginning with Herodotos, Thukydides continued
throughout Antiquity. Less well known is that it continued in Byzantium, the subject here, and is one of the
reasons for interest in and ability to research, Byzantine history despite the loss much material available to
historians of other medieval societies. For much of Byzantine history a series of historical accounts, often
covering about fifty years each, continued, one after another, each giving a detailed account of the history of
the empire from the perspective of the governmental and ecclesiastical elites. There was an element of
self-consciousness about this tradition, even though, unlike in China, it was not a government project - thus
Michael Psellos acknowledges Leo the Deacon, and Anna Komnena picks up the torch from Psellos. As noted
by Harry Turtledove in his translation of Theophanes Chronographia, these historical accounts
self-consciously looked back to Thukydides and were written in a classicizing and sometimes clumsy Greek.
Alongside such historical works were also a series of more popularly written chronicles, often arranged year
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by year and written in a less formal style. These chronicles often begin with creation and lifted content for
most of their text from earlier chroniclers, or sometimes historians. The historiographic and chronographic
traditions are parallel, with distinct audiences. Occasionally, as with Theophanes, the historiographical
tradition faltered or has been lost and the chronographers are our main sources. As can be seen below virtually
the entire corpus has been edited and in many cases re-edited. Translations of all but a few texts are now
available in English, French, German or Italian. Here are 5 tables, arranged by lifetime of author, of the
historiographical and chronographical traditions of Byzantine culture.
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Chapter 5 : Internet History Sourcebooks
the roman history of ammianus marcellinus. during the reigns of the emperors constantius, julian, jovianus, valentinian,
and valens. published by samizdat express, orange, ct, usa.

The great work of Gibbon is indispensable to the student of history. However some subjects, which it
embraces, may have undergone more complete investigation, on the general view of the whole period, this
history is the sole undisputed authority to which all defer, and from which few appeal to the original writers,
or to more modern compilers. The inherent interest of the subject, the inexhaustible labor employed upon it;
the immense condensation of matter; the luminous arrangement; the general accuracy; the style, which,
however monotonous from its uniform stateliness, and sometimes wearisome from its elaborate ar. He has first
bridged the abyss between ancient and modern times, and connected together the two great worlds of history.
The great advantage which the classical historians possess over those of modern times is in unity of plan, of
course greatly facilitated by the narrower sphere to which their researches were confined. As far as the
Barbarians trespassed within the Grecian boundary, or were necessarily mingled up with Grecian politics, they
were admitted into the pale of Grecian history; but to Thucydides and to Xenophon, excepting in the Persian
inroad of the latter, Greece was the world. Natural unity confined their narrative almost to chronological order,
the episodes were of rare occurrence and extremely brief. To the Roman historians the course was equally
clear and defined. Rome was their centre of unity; and the uniformity with which the circle of the Roman
dominion spread around, the regularity with which their civil polity expanded, forced, as it were, upon the
Roman historian that plan which Polybius announces as the subject of his history, the means and the manner
by which the whole world became subject to the Roman sway. How different the complicated politics of the
European kingdoms! Every national history, to be complete, must, in a certain sense, be the history of Europe;
there is no knowing to how remote a quarter it may be necessary to trace our most domestic events; from a
country, how apparently disconnected, may originate the impulse which gives its direction to the whole course
of affairs. In imitation of his classical models, Gibbon places Rome as the cardinal point from which his
inquiries diverge, and to which they bear constant reference; yet how immeasurable the space over which
those inquiries range; how complicated, how confused, how apparently inextricable the causes which tend to
the decline of the Roman empire! At first sight, the whole period, the whole state of the world, seems to offer
no more secure footing to an historical adventurer than the chaos of Miltonâ€” to be in a state of irreclaimable
disorder, best described in the language of the poet: It is in this sublime Gothic architecture of his work, in
which the boundless range, the infinite variety, the, at first sight, incongruous gorgeousness of the separate
parts, nevertheless are all subordinate to one main and predominant idea, that Gibbon is unrivalled. We cannot
but admire the manner in which he masses his materials, and arranges his facts in successive groups, not
according to chronological order, but to their moral or political connection; the distinctness with which he
marks his periods of gradually increasing decay; and the skill with which, though advancing on separate
parallels of history, he shows the common tendency of the slower or more rapid religious or civil innovations.
However these principles of composition may demand more than ordinary attention on the part of the reader,
they can alone impress upon the memory the real course, and the relative importance of the events. Both these
writers adhere, almost entirely, to chronological order; the consequence is, that we are twenty times called
upon to break off, and resume the thread of six or eight wars in different parts of the empire; to suspend the
operations of a military expedition for a court intrigue; to hurry away from a siege to a council; and the same
page places us in the middle of a campaign against the barbarians, and in the depths of the Monophysite
controversy. In Gibbon it is not always easy to bear in mind the exact dates but the course of events is ever
clear and distinct; like a skilful general, though his troops advance from the most remote and opposite
quarters, they are constantly bearing down and concentrating themselves on one pointâ€”that which is still
occupied by the name, and by the waning power of Rome. Whether he traces the progress of hostile religions,
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or leads from the shores of the Baltic, or the verge of the Chinese empire, the successive hosts of
barbariansâ€”though one wave has hardly burst and discharged itself, before another swells up and
approachesâ€” all is made to flow in the same direction, and the impression which each makes upon the
tottering fabric of the Roman greatness, connects their distant movements, and measures the relative
importance assigned to them in the panoramic history. The more peaceful and didactic episodes on the
development of the Roman law, or even on the details of ecclesiastical history, interpose themselves as
resting-places or divisions between the periods of barbaric invasion. In short, though distracted first by the two
capitals, and afterwards by the formal partition of the empire, the extraordinary felicity of arrangement
maintains an order and a regular progression. As our horizon expands to reveal to us the gathering tempests
which are forming far beyond the boundaries of the civilized worldâ€”as we follow their successive approach
to the trembling frontierâ€”the compressed and receding line is still distinctly visible; though gradually
dismembered and the broken fragments assuming the form of regular states and kingdoms, the real relation of
those kingdoms to the empire is maintained and defined; and even when the Roman dominion has shrunk into
little more than the province of Thraceâ€”when the name of Rome, confined, in Italy, to the walls of the
cityâ€”yet it is still the memory, the shade of the Roman greatness, which extends over the wide sphere into
which the historian expands his later narrative; the whole blends into the unity, and is manifestly essential to
the double catastrophe of his tragic drama. But the amplitude, the magnificence, or the harmony of design, are,
though imposing, yet unworthy claims on our admiration, unless the details are filled up with correctness and
accuracy. No writer has been more severely tried on this point than Gibbon. He has undergone the triple
scrutiny of theological zeal quickened by just resentment, of literary emulation, and of that mean and invidious
vanity which delights in detecting errors in writers of established fame. On the result of the trial, we may be
permitted to summon competent witnesses before we deliver our own judgment. Guizot, in his preface, after
stating that in France and Germany, as well as in England, in the most enlightened countries of Europe,
Gibbon is constantly cited as an authority, thus proceeds: I discovered, in certain chapters, errors which
appeared to me sufficiently important and numerous to make me believe that they had been written with
extreme negligence; in others, I was struck with a certain tinge of partiality and prejudice, which imparted to
the exposition of the facts that want of truth and justice, which the English express by their happy term
misrepresentation. Some imperfect tronquees quotations; some passages, omitted unintentionally or
designedly cast a suspicion on the honesty bonne foi of the author; and his violation of the first law of
historyâ€”increased to my eye by the prolonged attention with which I occupied myself with every phrase,
every note, every reflectionâ€”caused me to form upon the whole work, a judgment far too rigorous. After
having finished my labors, I allowed some time to elapse before I reviewed the whole. I then felt that his book,
in spite of its faults, will always be a noble workâ€”and that we may correct his errors and combat his
prejudices, without ceasing to admit that few men have combined, if we are not to say in so high a degree, at
least in a manner so complete, and so well regulated, the necessary qualifications for a writer of history. Many
of his seeming errors are almost inevitable from the close condensation of his matter. From the immense range
of his history, it was sometimes necessary to compress into a single sentence, a whole vague and diffuse page
of a Byzantine chronicler. Perhaps something of importance may have thus escaped, and his expressions may
not quite contain the whole substance of the passage from which they are taken. His limits, at times, compel
him to sketch; where that is the case, it is not fair to expect the full details of the finished picture. At times he
can only deal with important results; and in his account of a war, it sometimes requires great attention to
discover that the events which seem to be comprehended in a single campaign, occupy several years. It is the
more striking, when we pass from the works of his chief authorities, where, after laboring through long,
minute, and wearisome descriptions of the accessary and subordinate circumstances, a single unmarked and
undistinguished sentence, which we may overlook from the inattention of fatigue, contains the great moral and
political result. That which we expect to find in one part is reserved for another. The estimate which we are to
form, depends on the accurate balance of statements in remote parts of the work; and we have sometimes to
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correct and modify opinions, formed from one chapter by those of another. Yet, on the other hand, it is
astonishing how rarely we detect contradiction; the mind of the author has already harmonized the whole
result to truth and probability; the general impression is almost invariably the same. The quotations of Gibbon
have likewise been called in question;â€”I have, in general, been more inclined to admire their exactitude, than
to complain of their indistinctness, or incompleteness. Where they are imperfect, it is commonly from the
study of brevity, and rather from the desire of compressing the substance of his notes into pointed and
emphatic sentences, than from dishonesty, or uncandid suppression of truth. These observations apply more
particularly to the accuracy and fidelity of the historian as to his facts; his inferences, of course, are more
liable to exception. It is almost impossible to trace the line between unfairness and unfaithfulness; between
intentional misrepresentation and undesigned false coloring. The relative magnitude and importance of events
must, in some respect, depend upon the mind before which they are presented; the estimate of character, on the
habits and feelings of the reader. Guizot and ourselves, will see some things, and some persons, in a different
light from the historian of the Decline and Fall. We may deplore the bias of his mind; we may ourselves be on
our guard against the danger of being misled, and be anxious to warn less wary readers against the same perils;
but we must not confound this secret and unconscious departure from truth, with the deliberate violation of
that veracity which is the only title of an historian to our confidence. Gibbon, it may be fearlessly asserted, is
rarely chargeable even with the suppression of any material fact, which bears upon individual character; he
may, with apparently invidious hostility, enhance the errors and crimes, and disparage the virtues of certain
persons; yet, in general, he leaves us the materials for forming a fairer judgment; and if he is not exempt from
his own prejudices, perhaps we might write passions, yet it must be candidly acknowledged, that his
philosophical bigotry is not more unjust than the theological partialities of those ecclesiastical writers who
were before in undisputed possession of this province of history. We are thus naturally led to that great
misrepresentation which pervades his historyâ€”his false estimate of the nature and influence of Christianity.
But on this subject some preliminary caution is necessary, lest that should be expected from a new edition,
which it is impossible that it should completely accomplish. We must first be prepared with the only sound
preservative against the false impression likely to be produced by the perusal of Gibbon; and we must see
clearly the real cause of that false impression. The former of these cautions will be briefly suggested in its
proper place, but it may be as well to state it, here, somewhat more at length. The art of Gibbon, or at least the
unfair impression produced by his two memorable chapters, consists in his confounding together, in one
indistinguishable mass, the origin and apostolic propagation of the new religion, with its later progress. No
argument for the divine authority of Christianity has been urged with greater force, or traced with higher
eloquence, than that deduced from its primary development, explicable on no other hypothesis than a heavenly
origin, and from its rapid extension through great part of the Roman empire. But this argumentâ€”one, when
confined within reasonable limits, of unanswerable forceâ€”becomes more feeble and disputable in proportion
as it recedes from the birthplace, as it were, of the religion. The further Christianity advanced, the more causes
purely human were enlisted in its favor; nor can it be doubted that those developed with such artful
exclusiveness by Gibbon did concur most essentially to its establishment. It is in the Christian dispensation, as
in the material world. In both it is as the great First Cause, that the Deity is most undeniably manifest. When
once launched in regular motion upon the bosom of space, and endowed with all their properties and relations
of weight and mutual attraction, the heavenly bodies appear to pursue their courses according to secondary
laws, which account for all their sublime regularity. So Christianity proclaims its Divine Author chiefly in its
first origin and development. When it had once received its impulse from aboveâ€”when it had once been
infused into the minds of its first teachersâ€”when it had gained full possession of the reason and affections of
the favored fewâ€”it might beâ€”and to the Protestant, the rationa Christian, it is impossible to define when it
really wasâ€”left to make its way by its native force, under the ordinary secret agencies of all-ruling
Providence. The main question, the divine origin of the religion, was dexterously eluded, or speciously
conceded by Gibbon; his plan enabled him to commence his account, in most parts, below the apostolic times;
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and it was only by the strength of the dark coloring with which he brought out the failings and the follies of
the succeeding ages, that a shadow of doubt and suspicion was thrown back upon the primitive period of
Christianity. But as the historian, by seeming to respect, yet by dexterously confounding the limits of the
sacred land, contrived to insinuate that it was an Utopia which had no existence but in the imagination of the
theologianâ€”as he suggested rather than affirmed that the days of Christian purity were a kind of poetic
golden age;â€”so the theologian, by venturing too far into the domain of the historian, has been perpetually
obliged to contest points on which he had little chance of victoryâ€”to deny facts established on unshaken
evidenceâ€”and thence, to retire, if not with the shame of defeat, yet with but doubtful and imperfect success.
There are occasions, indeed, when its pure and exalted humanity, when its manifestly beneficial influence, can
compel even him, as it were, to fairness, and kindle his unguarded eloquence to its usual fervor; but, in
general, he soon relapses into a frigid apathy; affects an ostentatiously severe impartiality; notes all the faults
of Christians in every age with bitter and almost malignant sarcasm; reluctantly, and with exception and
reservation, admits their claim to admiration. This inextricable bias appears even to influence his manner of
composition. While all the other assailants of the Roman empire, whether warlike or religious, the Goth, the
Hun, the Arab, the Tartar, Alaric and Attila, Mahomet, and Zengis, and Tamerlane, are each introduced upon
the scene almost with dramatic animation â€”their progress related in a full, complete, and unbroken
narrativeâ€”the triumph of Christianity alone takes the form of a cold and critical disquisition. The successes
of barbarous energy and brute force call forth all the consummate skill of composition; while the moral
triumphs of Christian benevolenceâ€” the tranquil heroism of endurance, the blameless purity, the contempt of
guilty fame and of honors destructive to the human race, which, had they assumed the proud name of
philosophy, would have been blazoned in his brightest words, because they own religion as their
principleâ€”sink into narrow asceticism. The glories of Christianity, in short, touch on no chord in the heart of
the writer; his imagination remains unkindled; his words, though they maintain their stately and measured
march, have become cool, argumentative, and inanimate. Who would obscure one hue of that gorgeous
coloring in which Gibbon has invested the dying forms of Paganism, or darken one paragraph in his splendid
view of the rise and progress of Mahometanism? But who would not have wished that the same equal justice
had been done to Christianity; that its real character and deeply penetrating influence had been traced with the
same philosophical sagacity, and represented with more sober, as would become its quiet course, and perhaps
less picturesque, but still with lively and attractive, descriptiveness? He might have thrown aside, with the
same scorn, the mass of ecclesiastical fiction which envelops the early history of the church, stripped off the
legendary romance, and brought out the facts in their primitive nakedness and simplicityâ€”if he had but
allowed those facts the benefit of the glowing eloquence which he denied to them alone. He might have
annihilated the whole fabric of post-apostolic miracles, if he had left uninjured by sarcastic insinuation those
of the New Testament; he might have cashiered, with Dodwell, the whole host of martyrs, which owe their
existence to the prodigal invention of later days, had he but bestowed fair room, and dwelt with his ordinary
energy on the sufferings of the genuine witnesses to the truth of Christianity, the Polycarps, or the martyrs of
Vienne. And indeed, if, after all, the view of the early progress of Christianity be melancholy and humiliating
we must beware lest we charge the whole of this on the infidelity of the historian. It is idle, it is disingenuous,
to deny or to dissemble the early depravations of Christianity, its gradual but rapid departure from its primitive
simplicity and purity, still more, from its spirit of universal love. It may be no unsalutary lesson to the
Christian world, that this silent, this unavoidable, perhaps, yet fatal change shall have been drawn by an
impartial, or even an hostile hand. The Christianity of every age may take warning, lest by its own narrow
views, its want of wisdom, and its want of charity, it give the same advantage to the future unfriendly
historian, and disparage the cause of true religion. The design of the present edition is partly corrective, partly
supplementary: These had grown to some extent, and seemed to him likely to be of use to others. The
annotations of M. Guizot also appeared to him worthy of being better known to the English public than they
were likely to be, as appended to the French translation. The chief works from which the editor has derived his
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materials are, I. The French translation, with notes by M. Guizot; 2d edition, Paris, The editor has translated
almost all the notes of M. Where he has not altogether agreed with him, his respect for the learning and
judgment of that writer has, in general, induced him to retain the statement from which he has ventured to
differ, with the grounds on which he formed his own opinion. In the notes on Christianity, he has retained all
those of M. Guizot, with his own, from the conviction, that on such a subject, to many, the authority of a
French statesman, a Protestant, and a rational and sincere Christian, would appear more independent and
unbiassed, and therefore be more commanding, than that of an English clergyman. The editor has not scrupled
to transfer the notes of M. Guizot to the present work. The notes of M. Guizot are signed with the letter G. The
German translation, with the notes of Wenck. Unfortunately this learned translator died, after having
completed only the first volume; the rest of the work was executed by a very inferior hand. The notes of
Wenck are extremely valuable; many of them have been adopted by M. Guizot; they are distinguished by the
letter W. The editor regrets that he has not been able to find the Italian translation, mentioned by Gibbon
himself with some respect. It is not in our great libraries, the Museum or the Bodleian; and he has never found
any bookseller in London who has seen it. Martin now, unhappily, deceased had added much information
from Oriental writers, particularly from those of Armenia, as well as from more general sources. Many of his
observations have been found as applicable to the work of Gibbon as to that of Le Beau.
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Chapter 6 : History of the Christian Church, Volume III: Nicene and Post-Nicene Christianity. A.D.
The closing of Ammianus' Roman History (circa AD), announces the end of an epoch, not in Roman history of course,
but in the approach literary men espoused to celebrate the glories of the Eternal City.

Roman history, with various references to the Franks. The first thirteen books are lost. As above dual text.
Excerpts in Murray XV. The emperor Constantius sent Silvanus to restore order to Gaul, which was suffering
pillage and plundering by barbarians barbaris. We are told that Franks at that time were numerous and
influential at the Byzantine court. Some mentioned by name are Bonitus, father of Silvanus, along with
Malaric hus and Mallobaud es , respectively commander of the foreign part of the imperial household troops
and tribune of the heavy-armed guard. The Franks surrender and are sent to the imperial court, while their
compatriots, who had set out to rescue them, give up and return to their own strongholds AD The Chamavi,
living in the same area, also surrender AD When the emperor Constantius ignores this promise, the troops
mutiny and proclaim Julian emperor AD Malaric is mentioned XXV. He is also mentioned as king in XXX.
Anonymi Valesiani pars posterior Date of writing: In Ammianus Marcellinus ed. Latin text and English
translation The Excerpta Valesiana, named after Henricus Valesianus who first published them in from a
single manuscript, are in two parts. The first part pars prior is a biography of Constantine the Great. The
second part pars posterior is mainly a history of Theodoric the Great. The date is c. Gregory of Tours III.
Aurelius Victor Date of writing: As above Original text: It mentions Constantius campaigning against Franks
in the area of the Scheldt, in modern Belgium, and speaks of them being settled on deserted land to cultivate it.
Other barbarian captives are said to languish in the cities, while, again, Chamavi and Frisians are said to have
been settled on the land, where their productive efforts are lowering the price of food. The panegyric also
recalls an incident from c. Autun is said to have benefited from an influx of artisans, apparently captives
brought over from the defeat of rebels in Britain. The Franks are said to have learnt a lesson from this, and
remain beyond the Rhine, some distance from it, so that the Rhineland forts are now merely decorative and
farmers on the river bank are left in peace. Constantine is also said to have launched a savage, surprise attack
on the Bructeri, in their territory of forests and marshes. Finally, he is said to have put a bridge over the Rhine
at Cologne, while the Rhine itself is patrolled by armed ships. Panegyric 12, also to Constantine, was
delivered at Trier probably in It speaks of Constantine inflicting a heavy defeat on barbarians who crossed the
Rhine after being lured into a trap , and having many captives thrown to the beasts in celebratory games. The
relationship between Frankish gens and regnum:
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Chapter 7 : Introduction. - Bible Study Tools
Note: Citations are based on reference standards. However, formatting rules can vary widely between applications and
fields of interest or study. The specific requirements or preferences of your reviewing publisher, classroom teacher,
institution or organization should be applied.

No incident in the gospel story, no word in the preaching of Jesus Christ, is intelligible apart from its setting in
Jewish history, and without a clear understanding of that world of thought-distinction of the Jewish people.
Thus it becomes the bounden duty of Christian theologians to examine into and describe that realm of thought
and history in which the universal religion of Christ grew up. Nor is it enough to know simply that older
literature which has been collected together in the canon of the Old Testament. On the contrary, the gospel of
Jesus Christ is much more closely connected with its immediately contemporary surroundings, and the
tendencies of thought prevailing in that particular age. The recognition of this has already led many
investigators to devote special attention to the History of the Times of Jesus Christ. Besides such scholars as
have continued the history of Israel in a comprehensive manner down to the period of Christ and His apostles,
Schneckenburger and Hausrath, in particular, have treated separately of that era under the title, History of New
Testament Times. The present work, too, in its first edition, was published under that designation. Though the
name is now abandoned on account of its indefiniteness, the purpose and scope of the work remain practically
the same. The task, however, which we set before us is more limited than that proposed by Schneckenburger
and Hausrath. While Schneckenburger undertakes to describe the condition of the Jewish and Gentile world in
the times of Christ, and Hausrath even adds to that the history of primitive Christianity, we shall here attempt
to set forth only the History of the Jewish People in the Times of Jesus Christ, for this alone in the strict and
proper sense constitutes the presupposition of the earliest history of Christianity. The predominance of
Pharisaism is that which most distinctly characterized this period. The legalistic tendency inaugurated by Ezra
had now assumed dimensions far beyond anything contemplated by its originator. No longer did it suffice to
insist upon obedience to the commandments of the scripture Thora. These divine precepts were broken down
into an innumerable series of minute and vexatious particulars, the observance of which was enforced as a
sacred duty, and even made a condition of salvation. And this exaggerated legalism had obtained such an
absolute ascendency over the minds of the people, that all other tendencies were put entirely in the
background. This Pharisaic tendency had its origin in conflicts of the Maccabean age. During the course of
those national struggles the legalistic party not only obtained the victory over those favourably inclined toward
Greek learning and customs, but also secured the entire confidence of the people, so that they were encouraged
to put forth claims of the most extravagant and immoderate description. The scribes were now the rulers of the
people. No other intellectual or political force was sufficiently strong to counteract their influence in any
appreciable degree. By them was the foundation laid for the construction of an independent Jewish
commonwealth, and for its emancipation from the dominion of the Seleucidae. This deliverance was wholly
effected in consequence of the Syrian empire. Judea became an independent state under native princes, and
continued in this position until conquered by the Romans. In determining also the point at which we should
close our investigations, a glance at the spiritual as well as the political history will lead to the same result.
Political independence was in some measure preserved under the domination of the Romans. In place of the
priestly dynasty of the Maccabees, the new order of the Herodians made its appearance. After this line of
rulers had been set aside by the Romans, Palestine was for a long period governed by a series of imperial
procurators. But even under them there was still a native aristocratic senate, the so-called Sanhedrim, which
exercised most of the functions of government. It was not until the time of Nero and Vespasian that all
political independence was taken from the Jewish people in consequence of the great revolt which they had
endeavoured to carry out. The complete abolition of all Jewish national freedom was finally effected on the
suppression of the outbreak under Hadrian. For it was just during the reign of Hadrian that the Jewish scholars
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for the first time committed to writing the hitherto only really communicated traditional law, and in this way
laid the foundation of the Talmudical code. With the age of Hadrian, therefore, a new epoch begins also for
the intellectual and spiritual development of the people, the Talmudic, in which no longer the Thora of Moses,
but the Talmud, forms the basis of all juristic discussion. All the same, this, too, is the period in which
Pharisaism, in consequence of the overthrow of the Jewish commonwealth, becomes a purely spiritual and
moral power, without, however, thereby losing, but rather gaining in its influence over the people. For with the
overthrow of the temple the Sadducean priesthood was also set aside, and in the Dispersion the lax and
inconsistent Hellenistic Judaism could not permanently maintain itself over against the strict and consistent
Judaism of the Pharisees. The state of the sources of information at our disposal makes it impossible for us to
follow step by step the inner development of the people in connection with each particular institution that
comes under consideration. We are therefore under the necessity of appending to the outline of the political
history a description of the inner condition of the people in a separate division. The political history falls into
two main periods: In reference to the internal conditions, the following points should be kept prominently in
mind. Then, as supplementary to the political history, the church constitution of the Gentile communities of
Palestine as well as of the Jewish people must be explained, which belongs to the inner or spiritual history,
inasmuch as it brings into consideration the self-administration of the communities in contradistinction to the
political schemes and undertakings of the whole land. Inasmuch as the priests occupying prominent and
official positions during the Greek era were more absorbed by worldly and political than by religious interests,
those who were still zealous for the law now formed themselves into an opposition party under the leadership
of the scribes. Zeal for the law, however, has its nerve-centre in the Messianic hope. Zeal for the law and the
Messianic hope are therefore the two centres around which the life of the Israelite moves. Finally, we have to
show from what remains of the Jewish literature of our period how, in spite of the predominance of
Pharisaism, the intellectual interests and spiritual struggles of Judaism spread out in various directions. The
Life and Times of Christ. The Time of Jesus. From the Captivity to the Christian Era. In the discussion of the
state of the heathen world the special value of this work lies. Edited from his MS. A contribution to the inner
history of Judaism. From the Exile to the Destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans. The first volume reaches to
the destruction of Jerusalem. The second division of the second volume goes from the Babylonian exile to the
death of Judas Maccabaeus. Also in German under the title: The Literary Character of Josephus, , pp. The
Idumean-Roman Rule in Judea, , pp. Last Struggle and Defeat of the Jewish Nation, , pp. Outlines of the
Effects produced on one another by the last Struggles of the Jewish Nation on the one hand, and the New
Testament history on the other, , pp. On Jewish doctrines and customs during the times of Christ: A critical
history of the Messianic idea among the Jews from the rise of the Maccabees to the closing of the Talmud.
Condensed from the original work, De Synagoga vetere, of A. Also under the title: The first volume treats
chiefly of the religious condition of Judaism in the time of Christ. Seine vorbereitenden Grundlegungen und
sein Eintritt in die Welt. Contributions to the Jewish history of our period will be found in the following
Dictionaries, Encyclopaedias, and Magazines: The American edition, New York , in 4 vols. A condensed
reproduction of the great work of Herzog, Plitt, and Hauck, in 18 vols. New York ff. To this class belong the
following: Biblical and Jewish Antiquities or Archaeology, which has to describe the religious and civil
institutions, manners, and customs of the Jewish people. The Geography of Palestine. The Geography and
Chronology afford us the framework, not to speak of space and time, in which the history with which we are
concerned is contained; the Numismatics and Inscriptions afford the original documentary materials. The
material of Archaeology is also dealt with in the various Biblical Dictionaries and Encyclopaedias. Finally,
expositions of Jewish institutions and usages in post-Talmudic times afford supplementary details. A very
complete list of the older literature is given by Meusel, Bibliotheca historica, i. Lists of the more recent
literature are given in Winer, Handbuch der theol. Utrecht , Jena Blasio Ugolino amplissimo commentario
illustratae, in Ugolini Thes. Properly a reprint of an older work: We distinguish among these two classesâ€”1.
Comprehensive treatises by authors who have not been themselves upon the scene, but who work up the
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materials brought them; and 2. The researches carried on in the land itself. Under the former category there are
two great works which stand out from all the rest in the rich abundance of their materials, Reland presenting
the older material, and Ritter the more recent. These two works will long be indispensable to the student. A
convenient handbook is that of Raumer, of which, however, we have no more recent edition than that of Both
of these writers, along with a communication of the results of their research, give a very full account of the
historical associations. The Memoirs, which accompany by way of explanation the large English map, deal
simply with the Palestine of the present day. The topography of Jerusalem forms a science by itself. In the
department of map-drawing, all earlier productions have been put in the shade by the great English map, in
twenty-six sheets, produced on the spot by the Palestine Exploration Society during the years â€”, according to
exact topographical measurement of the country west of the Jordan. The English have also supplied the best
groundwork for a topography of Jerusalem. In the years â€” Sir Charles Wilson made a topographical survey
of Jerusalem, and in the years â€” the English Palestine Exploration Society conducted the most thorough
excavations and measurements on the site of the temple, to which the labours of the Germans could only
contribute some further details. A complete list of the older Palestinian literature is to be found in Meusel,
Bibliotheca historica, i. A good survey of that literature down to is given in Robinson, Biblical Researches in
Palestine, iii. Of this work Part xiv. A journal of travels in the year by E. Smith, undertaken in reference to
biblical geography. Later Biblical Researches in Palestine and the adjacent Regions. Drawn up from the
original diaries, with historical illustrations by E. Physical Geography of the Holy Land. WILSON, Lands of
the Bible visited and described in an extensive journey undertaken with special reference to the promotion of
biblical research. This is the general title of the work, the several portions of which have the following special
titles:
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Chapter 8 : The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, vol. 6 - Online Library of Liberty
Ammianus' surviving books, numbered XIV-XXXI, cover the period from to , ending soon after the defeat and death of
Valens at Adrianople. 19 In fact there is a chronological gap of three years between the events recounted in book 30
and the catastrophic defeat of the Romans by the Goths at Adrianople, which is the subject of book

Battle between Romans and Gauls. Arch of Constantine, Rome. As long as the fame of Julian was doubtful,
the buffoons of the palace, who were skilled in the language of satire, tried the efficacy of those arts which
they had so often practised with success. They easily discovered that his simplicity was not exempt from
affectation: In the letters crowned with laurel, which, according to ancient custom, were addressed to the
provinces, the name of Julian was omitted. Secretly conscious that the applause and favour of the Romans
accompanied the rising fortunes of Julian, his discontented mind was prepared to receive the subtle poison of
those artful sycophants who coloured their mischievous designs with the fairest appearances of truth and
candour. The personal fears of Constantius were interpreted by his council as a laudable anxiety for the public
safety; whilst in private, and perhaps in his own breast, he disguised, under the less odious appellation of fear,
the sentiments of hatred and envy, which he had secretly conceived for the inimitable virtues of Julian. The
apparent tranquillity of Gaul and the imminent danger of the Eastern provinces offered a specious pretence for
the design which was artfully concerted by the Imperial ministers. While Julian used the laborious hours of his
winter quarters at Paris in the administration of power, which, in his hands, was the exercise of virtue, he was
surprised by the hasty arrival of a tribune and a notary, with positive orders from the emperor, which they
were directed to execute, and he was commanded not to oppose. Most of the auxiliaries, who engaged their
voluntary service, had stipulated that they should never be obliged to pass the Alps. The public faith of Rome
and the personal honour of Julian had been pledged for the observance of this condition. Such an act of
treachery and oppression would destroy the confidence, and excite the resentment, of the independent warriors
of Germany, who considered truth as the noblest of their virtues, and freedom as the most valuable of their
possessions. The legionaries, who enjoyed the title and privileges of Romans, were enlisted for the general
defence of the republic; but those mercenary troops heard with cold indifference the antiquated names of the
Republic and of Rome. Attached, either from birth or long habit, to the climate and manners of Gaul, they
loved and admired Julian; they despised, and perhaps hated, the emperor; they dreaded the laborious march,
the Persian arrows, and the burning deserts of Asia. They claimed as their own the country which they had
saved; and excused their want of spirit by pleading the sacred and more immediate duty of protecting their
families and friends. The apprehensions of the Gauls were derived from the knowledge of the impending and
inevitable danger. As soon as the provinces were exhausted of their military strength, the Edition: If Julian
complied with the orders which he had received, he subscribed his own destruction, and that of a people who
deserved his affection. But a positive refusal was an act of rebellion and a declaration of war. Solitude
increased the perplexity of Julian; he could no longer apply to the faithful counsels of Sallust, who had been
removed from his office by the judicious malice of the eunuchs: The moment had been chosen, when
Lupicinus, 7 the general of the cavalry, was despatched into Britain, to repulse the inroads of the Scots and
Picts; and Florentius was occupied at Vienna by the assessment of the tribute. The latter, a crafty and corrupt
statesman, declining to assume a responsible part on this dangerous occasion, eluded the pressing and repeated
invitations of Julian, who represented to him that in every important measure, the presence of the prefect was
indispensable in the council of the prince. Unable to resist, unwilling to comply, Julian expressed, in the most
serious terms, his wish, and even his intention, of resigning the purple, which he could not preserve with
honour, but which he could not abdicate with safety. After a painful conflict, Julian was compelled to
acknowledge that obedience was the virtue of the most eminent subject, and that the sovereign alone was
entitled to judge of the public welfare. He issued the necessary orders for carrying into execution the
commands of Constantius; a part of the troops began their march for the Alps; and the detachments from the

Page 24

DOWNLOAD PDF THE SURVIVING BOOKS OF THE HISTORY OF
AMMIANUS MARCELLINUS, BOOK XIV-XXXI. EXCERPTS OF VALESIUS.
several garrisons moved towards their respective places of assembly. They advanced with difficulty through
the trembling and affrighted crowds of provincials; who attempted to excite their pity by silent despair or loud
lamentations; while the wives of the soldiers, holding their infants in their arms, accused the desertion of their
husbands, in the mixed language of grief, of tenderness, and of indignation. The servants of Constantius were
astonished and alarmed by the progress of this dangerous spirit. After distinguishing the officers and soldiers
who by their rank or merit deserved a peculiar attention, Julian addressed himself in a studied oration to the
surrounding multitude: The soldiers, who were apprehensive of offending their general by an indecent
clamour, or of belying their sentiments by false and venal acclamations, maintained an obstinate silence, and,
after a short pause, were dismissed to their quarters. They retired from the feast, full of grief and perplexity;
and lamented the hardship of their fate, which tore them from their beloved general and their native country.
The only expedient which could prevent their separation was boldly agitated and approved; the popular
resentment was insensibly moulded into a regular conspiracy; their just reasons of complaint were heightened
by passion, and their passions were inflamed by wine; as, on the eve of their departure, the troops were
indulged in licentious festivity. At the hour of midnight, the Edition: The prince, whose anxious suspense was
interrupted by their disorderly acclamations, secured the doors against their intrusion; and, as long as it was in
his power, secluded his person and dignity from the accidents of a nocturnal tumult. At the dawn of day, the
soldiers, whose zeal was irritated by opposition, forcibly entered the palace, seized, with respectful violence,
the object of their choice, guarded Julian with drawn swords through the streets of Paris, placed him on the
tribunal, and with repeated shouts saluted him as their emperor. Prudence as well as loyalty inculcated the
propriety of resisting their treasonable designs and of preparing for his oppressed virtue the excuse of
violence. Addressing himself by turns to the multitude and to individuals, he sometimes implored their mercy,
and sometimes expressed his indignation; conjured them not to sully the fame of their immortal victories; and
ventured to promise that, if they would immediately return to their allegiance, he would undertake to obtain
from the Edition: But the soldiers, who were conscious of their guilt, chose rather to depend on the gratitude
of Julian than on the clemency of the emperor. Their zeal was insensibly turned into impatience, and their
impatience into rage. He was exalted on a shield in the presence, and amidst the unanimous acclamations, of
the troops; a rich military collar, which was offered by chance, supplied the want of a diadem; 10 the
ceremony was concluded by the promise of a moderate donative; 11 and the new emperor, overwhelmed with
real or affected grief, retired into the most secret recesses of his apartment. His lively and active mind was
Edition: But it is impossible for us to calculate the respective weight and operation of these sentiments; or to
ascertain the principles of action, which might escape the observation, while they guided or rather impelled the
steps, of Julian himself. The discontent of the troops was produced by the malice of his enemies; their tumult
was the natural effect of interest and of passion; and, if Julian had tried to conceal a deep design under the
appearances of chance, he must have employed the most consummate artifice without necessity, and probably
without success. He solemnly declares, in the presence of Jupiter, of the Sun, of Mars, of Minerva, and of all
the other deities, that, till the close of the evening which preceded his elevation, he was utterly ignorant of the
designs of the soldiers; 14 and it may seem ungenerous to distrust the honour of a hero and the truth of a
philosopher. Yet the superstitious confidence that Constantius was the enemy, and that he himself was the
favourite, of the gods might prompt him to desire, to solicit, and even to hasten the auspicious moment of his
reign, which was predestined to restore the ancient religion of mankind. When Julian had received the
intelligence of the conspiracy, he resigned himself to a short slumber; and afterwards related to his friends that
he had seen the Genius of the empire waiting with some impatience at his door, pressing for admittance, and
reproaching his want of spirit and ambition. The conduct which disclaims the ordinary maxims of reason
excites our suspicion and eludes our inquiry. Whenever the spirit of fanaticism, at once so credulous and so
crafty, has insinuated itself into a noble mind, it insensibly corrodes the vital principles of virtue and veracity.
To moderate the zeal of his party, to protect the persons of his enemies, 16 to defeat and to despise the secret
enterprises which were formed against his life and dignity, were the cares which employed the first days of the
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reign of the new emperor. Although he was firmly resolved to maintain the station which he had assumed, he
was still desirous of saving his country from the calamities of civil war, of declining a contest with the
superior forces of Constantius, and of preserving his own character from the reproach of perfidy and
ingratitude. Adorned with the ensigns of military and Imperial pomp, Julian showed himself in the field of
Mars to the soldiers, who glowed with ardent enthusiasm in the cause of their pupil, their leader, and their
friend. He recapitulated their victories, lamented their sufferings, applauded their resolution, animated their
hopes, and checked their impetuosity; nor did he dismiss the assembly, till he had obtained a solemn promise
from the troops that, if the emperor of the East would subscribe an equitable treaty, they would renounce any
views of conquest, and satisfy themselves with the tranquil possession of the Gallic provinces. On this
foundation he composed, in his own name, and in that of the army, a specious and moderate epistle, 17 which
was delivered to Pentadius, Edition: He acknowledges the irregularity of his own election, while he justifies,
in some measure, the resentment and violence of the troops which had extorted his reluctant consent. But he
reserves for himself the nomination of his other civil and military officers, with the troops, the revenue, and
the sovereignty of the provinces beyond the Alps. He admonishes the emperor to consult the dictates of
justice; to distrust the arts of those venal flatterers who subsist only by the discord of princes; and to embrace
the offer of a fair and honourable treaty, equally advantageous to the republic and to the house of Constantine.
In this negotiation Julian claimed no more than he already possessed. The delegated authority which he had
long exercised over the provinces of Gaul, Spain, and Britain was still obeyed under a name more independent
and august. The soldiers and the people rejoiced in a revolution which was not stained even with the blood of
the guilty. Florentius was a fugitive; Lupicinus a prisoner. The persons who were disaffected to the new
government were disarmed and secured; and the vacant offices were distributed, according to the
recommendation of merit, by a prince who despised the intrigues of the palace and the clamours of the
soldiers. The army, which Julian held in readiness for immediate action, was recruited and augmented by the
disorders of the times. The cruel persecution of the faction of Magnentius had filled Gaul with numerous
bands of outlaws and robbers. They cheerfully accepted the offer of a general pardon from a prince whom they
could trust, submitted to the restraints of military discipline, and retained only their implacable hatred to the
person and government of Constantius. The difficulty, as well as glory, of this enterprise consisted in a
laborious march; and Julian had conquered, as soon as he could penetrate into, a country which former princes
had considered as inaccessible. The barrier of Gaul was improved and strengthened with additional
fortifications; and Julian entertained some hopes that the Germans, whom he had so often vanquished, might,
in his absence, be restrained by Edition: Vadomair 21 was the only prince of the Alemanni whom he esteemed
or feared; and, while the subtle Barbarian affected to observe the faith of treaties, the progress of his arms
threatened the state with an unseasonable and dangerous war. The policy of Julian condescended to surprise
the prince of the Alemanni by his own arts; and Vadomair, who in the character of a friend had incautiously
accepted an invitation from the Roman governors, was seized in the midst of the entertainment, and sent away
prisoner into the heart of Spain. Before the Barbarians were recovered from their amazement, the emperor
appeared in arms on the banks of the Rhine, and, once more crossing the river, renewed the deep impressions
of terror and respect which had been already made by four preceding expeditions. The letters were heard with
impatience; the trembling messengers were dismissed with indignation and contempt; and the looks, the
gestures, the furious language of the monarch expressed the disorder of his soul. The domestic connection,
which might have reconciled the brother and the husband of Helena, was recently dissolved by the death of
that princess, whose pregnancy Edition: But the terror of a foreign invasion obliged him to suspend the
punishment of a private enemy; he continued his march towards the confines of Persia, and thought it
sufficient to signify the conditions which might entitle Julian and his guilty followers to the clemency of their
offended sovereign. Several months were ineffectually consumed in a treaty which was negotiated at the
distance of three thousand miles between Paris and Antioch; and, as soon as Julian perceived that his moderate
and respectful behaviour served only to irritate the pride of an implacable adversary, he boldly resolved to

Page 26

DOWNLOAD PDF THE SURVIVING BOOKS OF THE HISTORY OF
AMMIANUS MARCELLINUS, BOOK XIV-XXXI. EXCERPTS OF VALESIUS.
commit his life and fortune to the chance of a civil war. A part of the letter was afterwards read, in which the
emperor arraigned the ingratitude of Julian, whom he had invested with the honours of the purple; whom he
had educated with so much care and tenderness; whom he had preserved in his infancy, when he was left a
helpless orphan. He urges me to revenge those injuries which I have long studied to forget. After this message,
which might be considered as a signal of irreconcilable war, Julian, who some weeks before had celebrated the
Christian festival of the Epiphany, 24 made a public declaration that he Edition: He had discovered from
intercepted letters that his adversary, sacrificing the interest of the state to that of the monarch, had again
excited the Barbarians to invade the provinces of the West. The position of two magazines, one of them
collected on the banks of the lake of Constance, the other formed at the foot of the Cottian Alps, seemed to
indicate the march of two armies; and the size of those magazines, each of which consisted of six hundred
thousand quarters of wheat, or rather flour, 26 was a threatening evidence of the strength and numbers of the
enemy, who prepared to surround him. But the Imperial legions were still in their distant quarters of Asia; the
Danube was feebly guarded; and, if Julian could occupy by a sudden incursion the important provinces of
Illyricum, he might expect that a people of soldiers would resort to his standard, and that the rich mines of
gold and silver would contribute to the expenses of the civil war. He proposed this bold enterprise to the
assembly of the soldiers; inspired them with a just confidence in their general and in themselves; and exhorted
them to maintain their reputation, of being terrible to the enemy, moderate to their fellow-citizens, and
obedient to their officers. His spirited discourse was received with the loudest acclamations, and the Edition:
The oath of fidelity was administered; and the soldiers, clashing their shields, and pointing their drawn swords
to their throats, devoted themselves, with horrid imprecations, to the service of a leader whom they celebrated
as the deliverer of Gaul and the conqueror of the Germans. That faithful minister, alone and unassisted,
asserted the rights of Constantius in the midst of an armed and angry multitude, to whose fury he had almost
fallen an honourable, but useless, sacrifice. After losing one of his hands by the stroke of a sword, he
embraced the knees of the prince whom he had offended. Julian covered the prefect with his Imperial mantle,
and, protecting him from the zeal of his followers, dismissed him to his own house, with less respect than was
perhaps due to the virtue of an enemy. In the execution of a daring enterprise, he availed himself of every
precaution, as far as prudence could suggest; and, where prudence could no longer accompany his steps, he
trusted the event to valour and to fortune. In the neighbourhood of Basil he assembled and divided his army. A
similar division of troops, under the orders of Jovius and Jovinus, prepared to follow the oblique course of the
highways, through the Alps and the northern confines of Italy. The instructions to the generals were conceived
with energy and precision: For himself, Julian had reserved a more difficult and extraordinary part. He
selected three thousand brave and active volunteers, resolved, like their leader, to cast behind them every hope
of a retreat: The secrecy of his march, his diligence and vigour, surmounted every obstacle; he forced his way
over mountains and morasses, occupied the bridges or swam Edition: By a well-concerted stratagem, he seized
a fleet of light brigantines, 33 as it lay at anchor; secured a supply of coarse provisions sufficient to satisfy the
indelicate, but voracious, appetite of a Gallic army; and boldly committed himself to the stream of the Danube.
The labours of his mariners, who plied their oars with incessant diligence, and the steady continuance of a
favourable wind, carried his fleet above seven hundred miles in eleven days; 34 and he had already
disembarked his troops at Bononia, only nineteen miles from Sirmium, before his enemies could receive any
certain intelligence that he had left the banks of the Rhine. In the course of this long and rapid navigation, the
mind of Julian was fixed on the object of his enterprise; and, though he accepted the deputation of some cities,
which hastened to claim the merit of an early submission, he passed before the hostile stations, which were
placed along the river, without indulging the temptation of signalising an useless and ill-timed valour. The
banks of the Danube were crowded on Edition: Lucilian, who, with the rank of general of the cavalry,
commanded the military powers of Illyricum, was alarmed and perplexed by the doubtful reports which he
could neither reject nor believe. He had taken some slow and irresolute measures for the purpose of collecting
his troops; when he was surprised by Dagalaiphus, an active officer, whom Julian, as soon as he landed at
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Bononia, had pushed forwards with some light infantry. The captive general, uncertain of his life or death, was
hastily thrown upon a horse, and conducted to the presence of Julian; who kindly raised him from the ground,
and dispelled the terror and amazement which seemed to stupefy his faculties. But Lucilian had no sooner
recovered his spirits than he betrayed his want of discretion, by presuming to admonish his conqueror that he
had rashly ventured, with a handful of men, to expose his person in the midst of his enemies.
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Chapter 9 : Full text of "Ammianus Marcellinus, with an English translation by John C. Rolfe"
HINTS ON THE STUDY OF LATIN 13 As a first book nothing could be better than the late Professor Swete's work,
published under the title Patristic Study (Longmans.

The place is still called Nicop. The little stream, on whose banks it stood, falls into the Danube. Zonaras, by an
odd mistake, ascribes the foundation of Philippopolis to the immediate predecessor of Decius. Now
Philippopolis or Philiba; its situation among the hills caused it to be also called Trimontium. Victorioe
Carpicoe, on some medals of Decius, insinuate these advantages. Claudius who afterwards reigned with so
much glory was posted in the pass of Thermopylae with Dardanians, heavy and light horse, 60 Cretan archers,
and well-armed recruits. See an original letter from the emperor to his officer, in the Augustan History, p. In
the general account of this war, it is easy to discover the opposite prejudices of the Gothic and the Grecian
writer. In carelessness alone they are alike. He soon discovered that it was impossible to replace that greatness
on a permanent basis, without restoring public virtue, ancient principles and manners, and the oppressed
majesty of the laws. To execute this noble but arduous design, he first resolved to revive the obsolete office of
censor; an office which, as long as it had subsisted in its pristine integrity, had so much contributed to the
perpetuity of the state, [37] till it was usurped and gradually neglected by the Caesars. By their unanimous
votes, or rather acclamations, Valerian, who was afterwards emperor, and who then served with distinction in
the army of Decius, was declared the most worthy of that exalted honor. As soon as the decree of the senate
was transmitted to the emperor, he assembled a great council in his camp, and before the investiture of the
censor elect, he apprised him of the difficulty and importance of his great office. Accept the censorship of
mankind; and judge of our manners. You will select those who deserve to continue members of the senate;
you will restore the equestrian order to its ancient splendor; you will improve the revenue, yet moderate the
public burdens. You will distinguish into regular classes the various and infinite multitude of citizens, and
accurately view the military strength, the wealth, the virtue, and the resources of Rome. Your decisions shall
obtain the force of laws. The army, the palace, the ministers of justice, and the great officers of the empire, are
all subject to your tribunal. None are exempted, excepting only the ordinary consuls, [39] the praefect of the
city, the king of the sacrifices, and as long as she preserves her chastity inviolate the eldest of the vestal
virgins. Even these few, who may not dread the severity, will anxiously solicit the esteem, of the Roman
censor. Montesquieu, Grandeur et Decadence des Romains, c. He illustrates the nature and use of the
censorship with his usual ingenuity, and with uncommon precision. Vespasian and Titus were the last censors,
Pliny, Hist. Censorinus de Die Natali. The modesty of Trajan refused an honor which he deserved, and his
example became a law to the Antonines. Yet in spite of his exemption, Pompey appeared before that tribunal
during his consulship. The occasion, indeed, was equally singular and honorable. See the original speech in
the Augustan Hist. He modestly argued the alarming greatness of the trust, his own insufficiency, and the
incurable corruption of the times. He artfully insinuated, that the office of censor was inseparable from the
Imperial dignity, and that the feeble hands of a subject were unequal to the support of such an immense weight
of cares and of power. A censor may maintain, he can never restore, the morals of a state. It is impossible for
such a magistrate to exert his authority with benefit, or even with effect, unless he is supported by a quick
sense of honor and virtue in the minds of the people, by a decent reverence for the public opinion, and by a
train of useful prejudices combating on the side of national manners. In a period when these principles are
annihilated, the censorial jurisdiction must either sink into empty pageantry, or be converted into a partial
instrument of vexatious oppression. This transaction might deceive Zonaras, who supposes that Valerian was
actually declared the colleague of Decius, l. Such as the attempts of Augustus towards a reformation of
manness. The flower of their troops had perished in the long siege of Philippopolis, and the exhausted country
could no longer afford subsistence for the remaining multitude of licentious barbarians. Reduced to this
extremity, the Goths would gladly have purchased, by the surrender of all their booty and prisoners, the
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permission of an undisturbed retreat. But the emperor, confident of victory, and resolving, by the chastisement
of these invaders, to strike a salutary terror into the nations of the North, refused to listen to any terms of
accommodation. The high-spirited barbarians preferred death to slavery. An obscure town of Maesia, called
Forum Terebronii, [44] was the scene of the battle. The Gothic army was drawn up in three lines, and either
from choice or accident, the front of the third line was covered by a morass. In the beginning of the action, the
son of Decius, a youth of the fairest hopes, and already associated to the honors of the purple, was slain by an
arrow, in the sight of his afflicted father; who, summoning all his fortitude, admonished the dismayed troops,
that the loss of a single soldier was of little importance to the republic. The first line of the Goths at length
gave way in disorder; the second, advancing to sustain it, shared its fate; and the third only remained entire,
prepared to dispute the passage of the morass, which was imprudently attempted by the presumption of the
enemy. The barbarians, on the contrary, were inured to encounter in the bogs, their persons tall, their spears
long, such as could wound at a distance. Tillemont, Histoire des Empereurs, tom. As Zosimus and some of his
followers mistake the Danube for the Tanais, they place the field of battle in the plains of Scythia. Aurelius
Victor allows two distinct actions for the deaths of the two Decii; but I have preferred the account of
Jornandes. I have ventured to copy from Tacitus Annal. The Decii were killed before the end of the year two
hundred and fifty-one, since the new princes took possession of the consulship on the ensuing calends of
January. They appeared to have patiently expected, and submissively obeyed, the decree of the senate which
regulated the succession to the throne. From a just regard for the memory of Decius, the Imperial title was
conferred on Hostilianus, his only surviving son; but an equal rank, with more effectual power, was granted to
Gallus, whose experience and ability seemed equal to the great trust of guardian to the young prince and the
distressed empire. He consented to leave in their hands the rich fruits of their invasion, an immense booty, and
what was still more disgraceful, a great number of prisoners of the highest merit and quality. He plentifully
supplied their camp with every conveniency that could assuage their angry spirits or facilitate their so much
wished-for departure; and he even promised to pay them annually a large sum of gold, on condition they
should never afterwards infest the Roman territories by their incursions. Haec ubi Patres comperere.. They
relieved the poverty of the barbarians, honored their merit, and recompensed their fidelity. These voluntary
marks of bounty were understood to flow, not from the fears, but merely from the generosity or the gratitude
of the Romans; and whilst presents and subsidies were liberally distributed among friends and suppliants, they
were sternly refused to such as claimed them as a debt. The death of Hostiliamus, though it happened in the
midst of a raging pestilence, was interpreted as the personal crime of Gallus; [54] and even the defeat of the
later emperor was ascribed by the voice of suspicion to the perfidious counsels of his hated successor. A Sella,
a Toga, and a golden Patera of five pounds weight, were accepted with joy and gratitude by the wealthy king
of Egypt. Quina millia Aeris, a weight of copper, in value about eighteen pounds sterling, was the usual
present made to foreign are ambassadors. See the firmness of a Roman general so late as the time of
Alexander Severus, in the Excerpta Legationum, p. For the plague, see Jornandes, c. These improbable
accusations are alleged by Zosimus, l. The Gothic writer at least observed the peace which his victorious
countrymen had sworn to Gallus. The dangerous secret of the wealth and weakness of the empire had been
revealed to the world. New swarms of barbarians, encouraged by the success, and not conceiving themselves
bound by the obligation of their brethren, spread devastation though the Illyrian provinces, and terror as far as
the gates of Rome. The defence of the monarchy, which seemed abandoned by the pusillanimous emperor,
was assumed by Aemilianus, governor of Pannonia and Maesia; who rallied the scattered forces, and revived
the fainting spirits of the troops. The barbarians were unexpectedly attacked, routed, chased, and pursued
beyond the Danube. The victorious leader distributed as a donative the money collected for the tribute, and the
acclamations of the soldiers proclaimed him emperor on the field of battle. He advanced to meet him as far as
the plains of Spoleto. When the armies came in right of each other, the soldiers of Gallus compared the
ignominious conduct of their sovereign with the glory of his rival. They admired the valor of Aemilianus; they
were attracted by his liberality, for he offered a considerable increase of pay to all deserters. The letters of
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Aemilianus to that assembly displayed a mixture of moderation and vanity. He assured them, that he should
resign to their wisdom the civil administration; and, contenting himself with the quality of their general, would
in a short time assert the glory of Rome, and deliver the empire from all the barbarians both of the North and
of the East. Less than four months intervened between his victory and his fall. That unfortunate prince had
sent Valerian, already distinguished by the honorable title of censor, to bring the legions of Gaul and Germany
[62] to his aid. Valerian executed that commission with zeal and fidelity; and as he arrived too late to save his
sovereign, he resolved to revenge him. The troops of Aemilianus, who still lay encamped in the plains of
Spoleto, were awed by the sanctity of his character, but much more by the superior strength of his army; and
as they were now become as incapable of personal attachment as they had always been of constitutional
principle, they readily imbrued their hands in the blood of a prince who so lately had been the object of their
partial choice. Aurelius Victor says that Aemilianus died of a natural disorder. Tropius, in speaking of his
death, does not say that he was assassinatedâ€”G. In his gradual ascent through the honors of the state, he had
deserved the favor of virtuous princes, and had declared himself the enemy of tyrants. The consciousness of
his decline engaged him to share the throne with a younger and more active associate; [66] the emergency of
the times demanded a general no less than a prince; and the experience of the Roman censor might have
directed him where to bestow the Imperial purple, as the reward of military merit. But instead of making a
judicious choice, which would have confirmed his reign and endeared his memory, Valerian, consulting only
the dictates of affection or vanity, immediately invested with the supreme honors his son Gallienus, a youth
whose effeminate vices had been hitherto concealed by the obscurity of a private station. The joint government
of the father and the son subsisted about seven, and the sole administration of Gallien continued about eight,
years. But the whole period was one uninterrupted series of confusion and calamity. As the Roman empire was
at the same time, and on every side, attacked by the blind fury of foreign invaders, and the wild ambition of
domestic usurpers, we shall consult order and perspicuity, by pursuing, not so much the doubtful arrangement
of dates, as the more natural distribution of subjects. The most dangerous enemies of Rome, during the reigns
of Valerian and Gallienus, were, 1. The Goths; and, 4. Under these general appellations, we may comprehend
the adventures of less considerable tribes, whose obscure and uncouth names would only serve to oppress the
memory and perplex the attention of the reader. He was about seventy at the time of his accession, or, as it is
more probable, of his death. In the glorious struggle of the senate against Maximin, Valerian acted a very
spirited part. According to the distinction of Victor, he seems to have received the title of Imperator from the
army, and that of Augustus from the senate. From Victor and from the medals, Tillemont tom. As the posterity
of the Franks compose one of the greatest and most enlightened nations of Europe, the powers of learning and
ingenuity have been exhausted in the discovery of their unlettered ancestors. To the tales of credulity have
succeeded the systems of fancy. Every passage has been sifted, every spot has been surveyed, that might
possibly reveal some faint traces of their origin. It has been supposed that Pannonia, [67] that Gaul, that the
northern parts of Germany, [68] gave birth to that celebrated colony of warriors. At length the most rational
critics, rejecting the fictitious emigrations of ideal conquerors, have acquiesced in a sentiment whose
simplicity persuades us of its truth. They deserved, they assumed, they maintained the honorable appellation
of Franks, or Freemen; which concealed, though it did not extinguish, the peculiar names of the several states
of the confederacy. The league of the Franks may admit of some comparison with the Helvetic body; in which
every canton, retaining its independent sovereignty, consults with its brethren in the common cause, without
acknowledging the authority of any supreme head, or representative assembly.
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