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The Trader on the American Frontier: Myth's Victim (Elma Dill Russell Spencer Series in the West and Southwest)
[Howard R. Lamar, Kristin Emig Parsons] on calendrierdelascience.com *FREE* shipping on qualifying offers. Like the
cowboy, the frontier trader has been so wrapped in myth that our understanding of who he was and what he did is
largely shaped by.

The existence of an area of free land, its continuous recession, and the advance of American settlement
westward, explain American development. Only by a study of the origins and growth of American capitalism
and imperialism can we obtain insight into the nature and complexity of the problems confronting us today.
By what it fails to mention, the theory today disqualifies itself as an adequate guide to American development.
In the discussion of its extent, its westward movement, etc. Up to our own day American history has been in a
large degree the history of the colonization of the Great West. Behind institutions, behind constitutional forms
and modifications, lie the vital forces that call these organs into life and shape them to meet changing
conditions. The peculiarity of American institutions is the fact that they have been compelled to adapt
themselves to the changes of an expanding people-to the changes involved in crossing a continent, in winning
a wilderness, and in developing at each area of this progress out of the primitive economic and political
conditions of the frontier into the complexity of city life. All peoples show development; the germ theory of
politics has been sufficiently emphasized. In the case of most nations, however, the development has occurred
in a limited area, and if the nation has expanded, it has met other growing peoples whom it has conquered. But
in the case of the United States we have a different phenomenon. Limiting our attention to the Atlantic coast,
we have the familiar phenomenon of the evolution of institutions in a limited area, such as the rise of
representative government the differentiation of simple colonial governments into complex organs; the
progress from primitive industrial society, without division of labor, up to manufacturing civilization. But we
have in addition to this a recurrence of the process of evolution in each western area reached in the process of
expansion. Thus American development has exhibited not merely advance along a single line, but a return to
primitive conditions on a continually advancing frontier line, and a new development for that area. American
social development has been continually beginning over again on the frontier. This perennial , this fluidity of
American life, this expansion westward-with its few opportunities, its continuous touch with the simplicity of
primitive society, furnish the forces dominating American character. The true point of view in the history of
this nation is not the Atlantic coast, it i5 the Great West. Even the slavery struggle, which is made so exclusive
an object of attention by writers like Professor von Holst, occupies its important place in American history
because of its relation to westward expansion. In this advance, the frontier is the outer edge of the wave the
meeting point between savagery and civilization. Much has been written about the frontier from the point of
view of border warfare and the chase, but as a field for the serious study of the economist and the historian it
has been neglected. The American frontier is sharply distinguished from the European frontier a fortified
boundary line running through dense populations. The most significant thing about the American frontier is
that it lies at the hither edge of free land. In the census reports it is treated as the margin of that settlement
which has a density of two or more to the square mile. The term is an elastic one, and for our purposes does
not need sharp definition. We shall consider the whole frontier belt, including the Indian country and the outer
margin of the "settled area" of the census reports. This paper will make no attempt to treat the subject
exhaustively; its aim is simply to call attention to the frontier as a fertile field for investigation, and to suggest
some of the problems which arise in connection with it. In the settlement of America we have to observe how
European life entered the continent, and how America modified and developed that life and reacted on Europe.
Our early history is the study of European germs developing in an American environment. Too exclusive
attention has been paid by institutional students to the Germanic origins, too little to the American factors the
frontier is the line of most rapid and effective Americanization. After wilderness masters the colonist finds
him a European in dress, industries, tools, modes of travel, and thought. It takes him from the railroad car and
puts him in the birch canoe. It strips off the garments of civilization and arrays him in the hunting shirt and the
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moccasin. It puts him in the log cabin of the Cherokee and Iroquois and runs an Indian palisade around him.
Before long he has gone to planting Indian corn and plowing with a sharp stick; he shouts the war cry and
takes the scalp in orthodox Indian fashion. In short, at the frontier the environment is at first too strong for the
man. He must accept the conditions which it furnishes, or perish, and so he fits himself into the Indian
clearings and follows the Indian trails. Little by little he transforms the wilderness, but the outcome is not the
old Europe, not simply the development of Germanic germs, any more than the first phenomenon was a case
of reversion to the Germanic mark. The fact is that here is a new product that is American. At first, the frontier
was the Atlantic coast the frontier of Europe in a very real sense. Moving westward, the frontier became more
and more American. As successive terminal moraines result from successive glaciations, so each frontier
leaves its traces behind it, and when it becomes a settled area the region still partakes of the frontier
characteristics. Thus the advance of the frontier has meant a steady movement away from the influence of
Europe, a steady growth of independence on American lines. And to study this advance, the men who grew up
under these conditions, and the political, economic, and social results of it, is to study the really American part
of our history. In the course of the seventeenth century the frontier was advanced up the Atlantic river courses,
just beyond the "fall line," and the tidewater region became the settled area. In the first half of the eighteenth
century another advance occurred. Traders followed the Delaware and Shawnee Indians to the Ohio as early as
the end of the first quarter of the century. Governor Spotswood, of Virginia, made an expedition in across the
Blue Ridge. The end of the first quarter of the century saw the advance of the Scotch-lrish and the Palatine
Germans up the Shenandoah Valley into the western part of Virginia, and along the Piedmont region of the
Carolinas. In Pennsylvania the town of Bedford indicates the line of settlement. The King attempted to arrest
the advance by his proclamation of , forbidding settlement beyond the sources of the rivers flowing into the
Atlantic; but in vain. In the period of the Revolution the frontier crossed the Alleghenies into Kentucky and
Tennessee, and the upper waters of the Ohio were settled. When the first census was taken in , the continuous
settled area was bounded by a line which ran near the coast of Maine, and included New England except a
portion of Vermont and New Hampshire, New York along the Hudson and up the Mohawk about
Schenectady, eastern and southern Pennsylvania, Virginia well across the Shenandoah Valley, and the
Carolinas and eastern Georgia. Beyond this region of continuous settlement were the small settled areas of
Kentucky and Tennessee, and the Ohio, with the mountains intervening between them and the Atlantic area,
thus giving a new and important character to the frontier. The isolation of the region increased its peculiarly
American, and the need of transportation facilities to connect it with the East called out important schemes of
internal improvement, which will be noted farther on. The "West," as a self-conscious section, began to
evolve. From decade to decade distinct advances of the frontier occurred. By the census of the settled area
included Ohio, southern Indiana and Illinois, southeastern Missouri, and about one-half of Louisiana. This
settled area had surrounded Indian areas, and the management of these tribes became an object of political
concern. The Mississippi River region was the scene of typical frontier settlements. The rising steam
navigation on western waters, the opening of the Erie Canal, and the westward extension of cotton culture
added five frontier states to the Union in this period. Grund, writing in , declares: Hardly is a new State or
Territory formed before the same principle manifests itself again and gives rise to a further emigration; and so
is it destined to go on until a physical barrier must finally obstruct its progress. Minnesota and Wisconsin still
exhibited frontier conditions, but the distinctive frontier of the period is found in California, where the gold
discoveries had sent a sudden tide of adventurous miners, and in Oregon, and the settlements in Utah. As the
frontier had leaped over the Alleghenies, so now it skipped the Great Plains and the Rocky Mountains; and in
the same way that the advance of the frontiersman beyond the Alleghenies had caused the rise of important
questions of transportation and internal improvement, so now the settlers beyond the Rocky Mountains needed
means of communication with the East, and in the furnishing of these arose the settlement of the Great Plains
and the development of still another kind of frontier life. Railroads, fostered by land grants, sent an increasing
tide of immigrants into the Far West. By the settled area had been pushed into northern Michigan, Wisconsin,
and Minnesota, along Dakota rivers, and in the Black Hills region, and was ascending the rivers of Kansas and
Nebraska. The development of mines in Colorado had drawn isolated frontier settlements into that region, and
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Montana and Idaho were receiving settlers. The frontier was found in these mining camps and the ranches of
the Great Plains. The superintendent of the census for reports, as previously stated, that the settlements of the
West lie so scattered over the region that there can no longer be said to be a frontier line. In these successive
frontiers we find natural boundary lines which have served to mark and to affect the characteristics of the
frontiers, namely: The fall line marked the frontier of the seventeenth century; the Alleghenies that of the
eighteenth; the Mississippi that of the first quarter of the nineteenth; the Missouri that of the middle of this
century omitting the California movement ; and the belt of the Rocky Mountains and the arid tract, the present
frontier. Each was won by a series of Indian wars. At the Atlantic frontier one can study the germs of
processes repeated at each successive frontier. We have the complex European life sharply precipitated by the
wilderness into the simplicity of primitive conditions. The first frontier had to meet its Indian question, its
question of the disposition of the public domain, of the means of intercourse with older settlements, of the
extension of political organization, of religious and educational activity. And the settlement of these and
similar questions for one frontier served as a guide for the next. The American student needs not to go to the
"prim little townships of Sleswick" for illustrations of the law of continuity and development. For example, he
may study the origin of our land policies in the colonial land policy; he may see how the system grew by
adapting the statutes to the customs of the successive frontiers. He may see how the mining experience in the
lead regions of Wisconsin, Illinois, and Iowa was applied to the mining laws of the Sierras, and how our
Indian policy has been a series of experimentations on successive frontiers. Each tier of new States has found
in the older ones material for its constitutions. Each frontier has made similar contributions to American
characters, as will be discussed farther on. But with all these similarities there are essential differences, due to
the place element and the time element is evident that the farming frontier of the Mississippi Valley presents
different conditions from the mining frontier of the Rocky Mountains. The frontier reached by the Pacific
Railroad, surveyed into rectangles, guarded by the United States Army, and recruited by the daily immigrant
ship, moves forward at a swifter pace and in a different way than the frontier reached by the birch canoe or the
pack horse. The geologist traces patiently the shores of ancient seas, maps their areas, and compares the older
and the newer. Not only would there result a more adequate conception of American development and
characteristics, but invaluable additions would be made to the history of society. Loria, the Italian economist,
has urged the study of colonial life as an aid in understanding the stages of European development, affirming
that colonial settlement is for economic science what the mountain is for geology, bringing to light primitive
stratifications. The United States lies like a huge page in the history of society. Line by line as we read this
continental page from West to East we find the record of social evolution. It begins with the Indian and the
hunter; it goes on to tell of the disintegration of savagery by the entrance of the trader, the pathfinder of
civilization; we read the annals of the pastoral stage in ranch life; the exploitation of the soil by the raising of
unrotated crops of corn and wheat in sparsely settled farming communities; the intensive culture of the denser
farm settlement; and finally the manufacturing organization with city and factory system. This page is familiar
to the student of census statistics, but how little of it has been used by our historians. Particularly in eastern
States this page is a palimpsest. What is now a manufacturing State was in an earlier decade an area of
intensive farming. Earlier yet it had been a wheat area, and still earlier the "range" had attracted the
cattle-herder. Thus Wisconsin, now developing manufacture, is a State with varied agricultural interests, But
earlier it was given over to almost exclusive grain-raising, like North Dakota at the present time. Each of these
areas has had an influence in our economic and political history; the evolution of each into a higher stage has
worked political transformations. But what constitutional historian has made any adequate attempt to interpret
political facts by the light of these social areas and changes? The Atlantic frontier was compounded of
fisherman, fur-trader, miner, cattle-raiser, and farmer. Excepting the fisherman, each type of industry was on
the march toward the West, impelled by an irresistible attraction. Each passed in successive waves across the
continent. Stand at Cumberland Gap and watch the procession of civilization, marching single file- the buffalo
following the trail to the salt springs, the Indian, the fur-trader and hunter, the cattle-raiser, the pioneer farmer
and the frontier has passed by.
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Chapter 2 : 7 of the Gutsiest Women on the American Frontier - HISTORY
The unequal rate of advance compels us to distinguish the frontier into the trader's frontier, the rancher's frontier, or the
miner's frontier, and the farmer's frontier. When the mines and the cow pens were still near the fall line the traders' pack
trains were tinkling across the Alleghanies, and the French on the Great Lakes were.

Visit Website Case in point: Daniel Boone , one of the most celebrated folk heroes of the American frontier,
renowned as a woodsman, trapper and a trailblazer. In several encounters, the tribal connections he had forged
helped him save the lives of white cohorts the Indians wanted to kill. And with Boone traveling frequently,
surveying land and blazing trails, his wife Rebecca provided much-needed stability and labor: Below, a look at
several women whoâ€”while birthing babies, managing homes and businesses, and engaging in the political
lives of their communitiesâ€”quietly made their mark on the American frontier. Native American Diplomat
and Spy The daughter of a Mohawk chief in upstate New York and consort of a British dignitary, Molly
Deganwadonti went on to become an influential Native American leader in her own right and a lifelong
loyalist to the British crown before, during and after the American Revolution. Born in at a time when the
Mohawk, part of the larger Iroquois federation of tribes, were increasingly subject to European influence,
Molly grew up in a Christianized family. In , at the age of 18, she accompanied a delegation of Mohawk elders
to Philadelphia to discuss fraudulent land transactionsâ€”a moment that is cited as her first political activity.
After his wife died, she became his mistress. And although her race and class prevented them from being
officially wed, they were common-law married and had nine children together. Johnson had acquired , acres of
land in Mohawk Valley, and Molly, like other women of her time, came to manage a large and complex
household, entertaining dignitaries both European and Indian. Their partnership proved politically fruitful,
giving Johnson a familial connection to the powerful Iroquois tribes and earning Molly, who hailed from a
matrilineal clan, increasing prestige as an influential voice for her people. Known as a persuasive speaker, she
is credited with convincing Iroquois leadership to fall in with the British camp. Throughout the war, she acted
as a spy, passing intelligence about the movement of colonial forces to British forces, while providing shelter,
food and ammunition to loyalists. When they ended up on the losing side, Molly and her family fled for
Canada, where she and other loyalists established the town of Kingston. After the war, the British paid her a
pension for her services. Originally from Liverpool, England, Anne sailed to America at the age of 19, after
both her parents died. She eventually married a veteran frontiersman and soldier named Richard Trotter and
settled in Staunton, Virginia. Richard, who joined the Virginia militia as tensions between frontiersmen and
Native Americans grew, was killed in the Battle of Point Pleasant, West Virginia in late She dressed in
buckskin pants and a petticoat, left her son with neighborsâ€”and sought revenge. With rifle, hunting knife
and tomahawk in hand, Anne became a scout and messenger recruiting volunteers to join the militia and
sometimes delivering gunpowder to the soldiers. She couriered messages between Point Pleasant and
Lewisburg, West Virginiaâ€”a mile journey on horseback. Her most famous ride took place in After soldiers
at Fort Lee got word that the Native Americans were planning to attack, and discovered that their gunpowder
supply was desperately low, Anne galloped to the rescue. She rode the miles to Lewisburg, where she
switched horses, loaded up with gunpowder and rode back to Fort Lee. As the group worked to defend new
settlements from Native American attacks, Mad Anne once again used her skills as a scout and courier. A
Young Woman of the Woods Daniel Boone rescuing his daughter Jemima from the Shawnee, after she and
two other girls were abducted from near their settlement of Boonesboro, Kentucky. His daughter Jemima
earned her own spot in the history books on July 14, Demonstrating their own knowledge of frontier ways,
the quick-witted teens left trail markers as their captors took them awayâ€”bending branches, breaking off
twigs and leaving behind leaves and berries. Their rescue team, led by Daniel Boone himself, took just two
days to follow the trail and retrieve the girls. The rescuers included Flanders Callaway, Samuel Henderson and
Captain John Holder, each of whom later married one of the kidnapped girls. This event became such an
integral part of frontier lore, author James Fenimore Cooper included it in his classic novel The Last of the
Mohicans. Born in or in what is now Idaho, Sacagawea was a member of the Lemhi band of the Native
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American Shoshone tribe. At the age of 12, she was kidnapped by a war party of Hidasta Indians enemies of
the Shoshone and taken to their home in Hidatsa-Mandan villages, near modern-day Bismarck, North Dakota.
Around , Sacagawea , along with other Shoshone women, was sold as a slave to the French-Canadian fur
trader Toussaint Charbonneau. She soon became pregnant, giving birth to son Jean-Baptiste Charbonneau in
February Meanwhile, after the U. After more than a year of planning and initial travel, the expedition reached
the Hidatsa-Mandan settlement. When a squall nearly capsized a vessel they were traveling in, Sacagawea was
the one who saved crucial papers, books, navigational instruments, medicines and other provisions, while also
managing to keep herself and her baby safe. Sacagawea died at the age of 25, not long after giving birth to a
daughter. Clark became legal guardian to both her children. Leaving Independence, Kentucky in , Mary and
her husband, William Donoho, headed to Santa Fe, bringing along their 9-month-old daughter. Together, the
Donohos created La Fonda, an inn for travelers at the end of the trail. It was here that Mary gave birth to two
more of her five childrenâ€”all of whom she eventually outlived. Later in the 19th century, with the allotment
of land to Native Americans, women are given pieces of property that they owned in their own right. She, her
husband and others were killed by Indians in a savage attack on the mission. Soon after marrying Marcus
Whitman, a physician and fellow missionary in , they left for Oregon Country and settled in what would later
become Walla Walla, Washington. She wrote of the travails of rugged travel, such as fighting the current
while fording strong rivers, and getting all of her belongings soaked each time. And she described learning of
Indian ways: Marcus held church services and practiced medicine while Narcissa taught school and managed
their home. Already struggling with the unfamiliar customs of the Native Americans, she fell into a deep
depression after her beloved toddler daughter drowned in the river behind her house. Her sorrow eased
somewhat when she and her husband adopted a family of mixed-race children. On November 29, , tensions
between the missionaries and the local Cayuse turned deadly. Accounts say that after Narcissa refused to share
milk with some tribespeopleâ€”and shut the door in their faceâ€”they struck Marcus with a tomahawk in the
back of his head, and shot and whipped Narcissa. In total, nine white people were killed and two more died
days later. After Mary Donoho, Susan Magoffin was one of the first white women to travel that trail. She
detailed the plant life and terrain of her journey, as well as her personal challenges. On her 19th birthday, July
31, , she lost a pregnancy, possibly due to a carriage accident. She wrote in her diary: She contracts yellow
fever, loses another child, is responsible for setting up and maintaining homes, and finds herself repeatedly
pregnant and uncomfortable. The Magoffins eventually abandoned their trading life and settled back in
Kirkwood, Missouri. Susan Shelby Magoffin died in October at age
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Chapter 3 : Frederic RemingtonÂ’s Image of the Frontier
Like the cowboy, the frontier trader has been so wrapped in myth that our understanding of who he was and what he did
is largely shaped by stereotype: the Indian trader, for example - gunrunner, trader in slaves, and corrupter of the noble
red man - or the mountain man, variously seen as romantic.

In the discussion of its extent, its westward movement, etc. Up to our own day American history has been in a
large degree the history of the colonization of the Great West. The existence of an area of free land, its
continuous recession, and the advance of American settlement westward, explain American development.
Behind institutions, behind constitutional forms and modifications, lie the vital forces that call these organs
into life and shape them to meet changing conditions. The peculiarity of American institutions is, the fact that
they have been compelled to adapt themselves to the changes of an expanding people--to the changes involved
in crossing a continent, in winning a wilderness, and in developing at each area of this progress out of the
primitive economic and political conditions of the frontier into the complexity of city life. Said Calhoun in ,
"We are great, and rapidly--I was about to say fearfully--growing! All peoples show development; the germ
theory of politics has been sufficiently emphasized. In the case of most nations, however, the development has
occurred in a limited area; and if the nation has expanded, it has met other growing peoples whom it has
conquered. But in the case of the United States we have a different phenomenon. Limiting our attention to the
Atlantic coast, we have the familiar phenomenon of the evolution of institutions in a limited area, such as the
rise of representative government; into complex organs; the progress from primitive industrial society, without
division of labor, up to manufacturing civilization. But we have in addition to this a recurrence of the process
of evolution in each western area reached in the process of expansion. Thus American development has
exhibited not merely advance along a single line, but a return to primitive conditions on a continually
advancing frontier line, and a new development for that area. American social development has been
continually beginning over again on the frontier. This perennial rebirth, this fluidity of American life, this
expansion westward with its new opportunities, its continuous touch with the simplicity of primitive society,
furnish the forces dominating American character. The true point of view in the history of this nation is not the
Atlantic coast, it is the Great West. Even the slavery struggle, which is made so exclusive an object of
attention by writers like Professor von Holst, occupies its important place in American history because of its
relation to westward expansion. In this advance, the frontier is the outer edge of the wave-- the meeting point
between savagery and civilization. Much has been written about the frontier from the point of view of border
warfare and the chase, but as a field for the serious study of the economist and the historian it has been
neglected. The American frontier is sharply distinguished from the European frontier--a fortified boundary
line running through dense populations. The most significant thing about the American frontier is, that it lies
at the hither edge of free land. In the census reports it is treated as the margin of that settlement which has a
density of two or more to the square mile. The term is an elastic one, and for our purposes does not need sharp
definition. We shall consider the whole frontier belt including the Indian country and the outer margin of the
"settled area " of the census reports. This paper will make no attempt to treat the subject exhaustively; its aim
is simply to call attention to the frontier as a fertile field for investigation, and to suggest some of the problems
which arise in connection with it. In the settlement of America we have to observe how European life entered
the continent, and how America modified and developed that life and reacted on Europe. Our early history is
the study of European germs developing in an American environment. Too exclusive attention has been paid
by institutional students to the Germanic origins, too little to the American factors. The frontier is the line of
most rapid and effective Americanization. The wilderness masters the colonist. It finds him a European in
dress, industries, tools, modes of travel, and thought. It takes him from the railroad car and puts him in the
birch canoe. It strips off the garments of civilization and arrays him in the hunting shirt and the moccasin. It
puts him in the log cabin of the Cherokee and Iroquois and runs an Indian palisade around him. Before long he
has gone to planting Indian corn and plowing with a sharp stick, he shouts the war cry and takes the scalp in
orthodox Indian fashion. In short, at the frontier the environment is at first too strong for the man. He must
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accept the conditions which it furnishes, or perish, and so he fits himself into the Indian clearings and follows
the Indian trails. Little by little he transforms the wilderness, but the outcome is not the old Europe, not simply
the development of Germanic germs, any more than the first phenomenon was a case of reversion to the
Germanic mark. The fact is, that here is a new product that is American. At first, the frontier was the Atlantic
coast. It was the frontier of Europe in a very real sense. Moving westward, the frontier became more and more
American. As successive terminal moraines result from successive glaciations, so each frontier leaves its
traces behind it, and when it becomes a settled area the region still partakes of the frontier characteristics. Thus
the advance of the frontier has meant a steady movement away from the influence of Europe, a steady growth
of independence on American lines. And to study this advance, the men who grew up under these conditions,
and the political, economic, and social results of it, is to study the really American part of our history. In the
course of the seventeenth century the frontier was advanced up the Atlantic river courses, just beyond the "fall
line," and the tidewater region became the settled area. In the first half of the eighteenth century another
advance occurred. Traders followed the Delaware and Shawnee Indians to the Ohio as early as the end of the
first quarter of the century. Spotswood, of Virginia, made an expedition in across the Blue Ridge. The end of
the first quarter of the century saw the advance of the Scotch-Irish and the Palatine Germans up the
Shenandoah Valley into the western part of Virginia, and along the Piedmont region of the Carolinas. In the
period of the Revolution the frontier crossed the Alleghanies into Kentucky and Tennessee, and the upper
waters of the Ohio were settled. The isolation of the region increased its peculiarly American tendencies, and
the need of transportation facilities to connect it with the East called out important schemes of internal
improvement, which will be noted farther on. The "West," as a self-conscious section, began to evolve. From
decade to decade distinct advances of the frontier occurred. By the census of 10 the settled area included Ohio,
southern Indiana and Illinois, southeastern Missouri, and about one-half of Louisiana. This settled area had
surrounded Indian areas, and the management of these tribes became an object of political concern. The
Mississippi River region was the scene of typical frontier settlements. Grund, writing in , declares: Hardly is a
new State of Territory formed before the same principle manifests itself again and gives rise to a further
emigration; and so is it destined to go on until a physical barrier must finally obstruct its progress. Railroads,
fostered by land grants, sent an increasing tide of immigrants into the Far West. By the settled area had been
pushed into northern Michigan, Wisconsin, and Minnesota, along Dakota rivers, and in the Black Hills region,
and was ascending the rivers of Kansas and Nebraska. The development of mines in Colorado had drawn
isolated frontier settlements into that region, and Montana and Idaho were receiving settlers. The frontier was
found in these mining camps and the ranches of the Great Plains. The superintendent of the census for reports,
as previously stated, that the settlements of the West lie so scattered over the region that there can no longer be
said to be a frontier line. In these successive frontiers we find natural boundary lines which have served to
mark and to affect the characteristics of the frontiers, namely: The fall line marked the frontier of the
seventeenth century; the Alleghanies that of the eighteenth; the Mississippi that of the first quarter of the
nineteenth; the Missouri that of the middle of this century omitting the California movement ; and the belt of
the Rocky Mountains and the arid tract, the present frontier. Each was won by a series of Indian wars. At the
Atlantic frontier one can study the germs of processes repeated at each successive frontier. We have the
complex European life sharply precipitated by the wilderness into the simplicity of primitive conditions. The
first frontier had to meet its Indian question, its question of the disposition of the public domain, of the means
of intercourse with older settlements, of the extension of political organization, of religious and educational
activity. And the settlement of these and similar questions for one frontier served as a guide for the next. The
American student needs not to go to the "prim little townships of Sleswick" for illustrations of the law of
continuity and development. For example, he may study the origin of our land policies in the colonial land
policy; he may see how the system grew by adapting the statutes to the customs of the successive frontiers.
Each tier of new States has found in the older ones material for its constitutions.
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Chapter 4 : The American Frontier â€“ Legends of America
The author's basic proposition is valid enough, that the trader played a vitally important role and that role, contrary to
popular belief, was often constructive and peaceful, helping the tribes to cling to their cultural integrity.

It first appeared in the Proceedings of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin, December 14, , with the
following note: In a recent Bulletin of the Superintendent of the Census for appear these significant words: In
the discussion of its extent, its westward movement, etc. Up to our own day American history has been in a
large degree the history of the colonization of the Great West. The existence of an area of free land, its
continuous recession, and the advance of American settlement westward, ex- plain American development.
Behind institutions, behind constitutional forms and modifications, lie the vital forces that call these organs
into life and shape them to meet changing conditions. The peculiarity of American institutions is the fact that
they have been compelled to adapt themselves to the changes of an expanding people--to the changes involved
in crossing a continent, in winning a wilderness, and in developing at each area of this progress out of the
primitive economic and political conditions of the frontier into the complexity of city life. Said Calhoun in ,
"We are great, and rapidly--I was about to say fearfully- growing! All peoples show development; the germ
theory of politics has been sufficiently emphasized. In the case of most nations, however, the development has
occurred in a limited area; and if the nation has expanded, it has met other growing peoples whom it has
conquered. But in the case of the United States we have a different phenomenon. Limiting our attention to the
Atlantic coast, we have the familiar phenomenon of the evolution of institutions in a limited area, such as the
rise of representative government; the differentiation of simple colonial governments into complex organs; the
progress from primitive industrial society, without division of labor, up to manufacturing civilization. But we
have in addition to this a recurrence of the process of evolution in each western area reached in the process of
expansion. Thus American development has exhibited not merely advance along a single line, but a return to
primitive conditions on a continually advancing frontier line, and a new development for that area. American
social development has been continually beginning over again on the frontier. This perennial rebirth, this
fluidity of American life, this expansion westward with its new opportunities, its continuous touch with the
simplicity of primitive society, furnish the forces dominating American character. The true point of view in
the history of this nation is not the Atlantic coast, it is the Great West. Even the slavery struggle, which is
made so exclusive an object of attention by writers like Professor von Holst, occupies its important place in
American history because of its relation to westward expansion. In this advance, the frontier is the outer edge
of the wave--the meeting point between savagery and civilization. Much has been written about the frontier
from the point of view of border warfare and the chase, but as a field for the serious study of the economist
and the historian it has been neglected. The American frontier is sharply distinguished from the European
frontier-a fortified boundary line running through dense populations. The most significant thing about the
American frontier is, that it lies at the hither edge of free land. In the census reports it is treated as the margin
of that settlement which has a density of two or more to the square mile. The term is an elastic one, and for our
purposes does not need sharp definition. We shall consider the whole frontier belt, including the Indian
country and the outer margin of the "settled area" of the census reports. This paper will make no attempt to
treat the subject exhaustively: In the settlement of America we have to observe how European life entered the
continent, and how America modified and devel- oped that life and reacted on Europe. Our early history is the
study of European germs developing in an American environment. Too exclusive attention has been paid by
institutional students to the Germanic origins, too little to the American factors. The frontier is the line of most
rapid and effective Americanization. The wilderness masters the colonist. It finds him a European in dress,
industries, tools, modes of travel, and thought. It takes him from the railroad car and puts him in the birch
canoe. It strips off the garments of civilization and arrays him in the hunting shirt and the moccasin. It puts
him in the log cabin of the Cherokee and Iroquois and runs an Indian palisade around him. Before long he has
gone to planting Indian corn and plowing with a sharp stick; he shouts the war cry and takes the scalp in
orthodox Indian fashion. In short, at the frontier the environment is at first too strong for the man. He must
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accept the conditions which it furnishes, or perish, and so he fits him-self into the Indian clearings and follows
the Indian trails. Little by little he transforms the wilderness, but the outcome is not the old Europe, not simply
the development of Germanic germs, any more than the first phenomenon was a case of reversion to the
Germanic mark. The fact is, that here is a new product that is American. At first, the frontier was the Atlantic
coast. It was the frontier of Europe in a very real sense. Moving westward, the frontier became more and more
American. As successive terminal moraines result from successive glaciations, so each frontier leaves its
traces behind it, and when it becomes a settled area the region still partakes of the frontier characteristics. Thus
the advance of the frontier has meant a steady movement away from the influence of Europe, a steady growth
of independence on American lines. And to study this advance, the men who grew up under these conditions,
and the political, economic, and social results of it, is to study the really American part of our history. In the
course of the seventeenth century the frontier was advanced up the Atlantic river courses, just beyond the "fall
line," and the tide water region became the settled area. In the first half of the eighteenth century another
advance occurred. Traders followed the Delaware and Shawnee Indians to the Ohio as early as the end of the
first quarter of the century. Spotswood, of Virginia, made an expedition in across the Blue Ridge. The end of
the first quarter of the century saw the advance of the Scotch-Irish and the Palatine Germans up the
Shenandoah Valley into the western part of Virginia, and along the Piedmont region of the Carolinas. In the
period of the Revolution the frontier crossed the Alleghanies into Kentucky and Tennessee, and the upper
waters of the Ohio were settled. The isolation of the region increased its peculiarly American tendencies, and
the need of transportation facilities to connect it with the East called out important schemes of internal
improvement, which will be noted farther on. The "West," as a self-conscious section, began to evolve. From
decade to decade distinct advances of the frontier occurred. By the census of [10] the settled area included
Ohio, southern Indiana and Illinois, southeastern Missouri, and about one-half of Louisiana. This settled area
had surrounded Indian areas, and the management of these tribes became an object of political concern. The
Mississippi River region was the scene of typical frontier settlements. Holmes, "Account of the U. The rising
steam navigation [13] on western waters, the opening of the Erie Canal, and westward extension of cotton [14]
culture added five frontier states to the Union in this period. Grund, writing in , declares: Hardly is a new State
or Territory formed before the same principle manifests itself again and gives rise to a further emigration; and
so is it destined to go on until a physical barrier must finally obstruct its progress. In the middle of this century
the line indicated by the present eastern boundary of Indian Territory, Nebraska, and Kansas marked the
frontier of the Indian country. Railroads, fostered by land grants, sent an increasing tide of immigrants into the
Far West. Mackay, "The Western World," ii, ch. Senate, December 16, What an example, to come from the
very frontier of civilization! The development of mines in Colorado had drawn isolated frontier settlements
into that region, and Montana and Idaho were receiving settlers. The frontier was found in these mining camps
and the ranches of the Great Plains. The superintendent of the census for reports, as previously stated, that the
settlements of the West lie so scattered over the region that there can no longer be said to be a frontier line. In
these successive frontiers we find natural boundary lines which have served to mark and to affect the
characteristic of the frontiers, namely: The fall line marked the frontier of the seventeenth century; the
Alleghanies that of the eighteenth; the Mississippi that of the first quarter of the nineteenth; the Missouri that
of the middle of this century omitting the California movement ; and the belt of the Rocky Mountains and the
arid tract, the present frontier. Each was won by a series of Indian wars. At the Atlantic frontier one can study
the germs of processes repeated at each successive frontier. We have the complex European life sharply
precipitated by the wilderness into the simplicity of primitive conditions. The first frontier had to meet its
Indian question, its question of the disposition of the public domain, of the means of intercourse with older
settlements, of the extension of political organization, of religious and educational activity. And the settlement
of these and similar questions for one frontier served as a guide for the next. The American student needs not
to go to the "prim little townships of Sleswick" for illustrations of the law of continuity and development. For
example, he may study the origin of our land policies in the colonial land policy: Each tier of new States has
found in the older ones material for its constitutions. But with all these similarities there are essential
differences, due to the place element and the time element. It is evident that the farming frontier of the
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Mississippi Valley presents different conditions from the mining frontier of the Rocky Mountains. The frontier
reached by the Pacific Railroad, surveyed into rectangles, guarded by the United States Army, and recruited by
the daily immigrant ship, moves forward at a swifter pace and in a different way than the frontier reached by
the birch canoe or the pack horse. The geologist traces patiently the shores of ancient seas, maps their areas,
and compares the older and the newer. Not only would there result a more adequate conception of American
development and characteristics, but invaluable additions would be made to the history of society. Loria,[22]
the Italian economist, has urged the study of colonial life as an aid in understanding the stages of European
development, affirming that colonial settlement is for economic science what the mountain is for geology,
bringing to light primitive stratifications. The United States lies like a huge page in the history of society. Line
by line as we read this continental page from West to East we find the record of social evolution. It begins
with the Indian and the hunter; it goes on to tell of the disintegration of savagery by the entrance of the trader,
the pathfinder of civilization; we read the annals of the pastoral stage in ranch life; the exploitation of the soil
by the raising of unrotated crops of corn and wheat in sparsely settled farming communities; the intensive
culture of the denser farm settlement; and finally the manufacturing organization with city and factory system.
Particularly in eastern State this page is a palimpsest. What is now a manufacturing State was in an earlier
decade an area of intensive farming. Earlier yet it had been a wheat area, and still earlier the "range had
attracted the cattleherder. Thus Wisconsin, now developing manufacture, is a State with varied agricultural interests. But earlier it was given over to almost exclusive grain. Each of these areas has had an influence in our
economic and political history; the evolution of each into a higher stage has worked political transformations.
But what constitutional historian has made any adequate attempt to interpret political facts by the light of these
social areas and changes? Excepting the fisherman, each type of industry was on the march toward the West,
impelled by an irresistible attraction. Each passed in successive waves across the continent. Stand at
Cumberland Gap and watch the procession of civilization, marching single file-the buffalo following the trail
to the salt springs, the Indian, the fur-trader and hunter, the cattle-raiser, the pioneer farmer-and the frontier
has passed by.
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However, this was not always the case, as English, French, Spanish and Dutch patterns of expansion and
settlement were quite different. Early on, thousands of French migrated to Canada and French fur traders
ranged widely through the Great Lakes and Mississippi River watersheds and, as far as the Rocky Mountains;
however, they rarely built settlements. The Dutch however, did establish permanent villages and trading posts
in the Hudson River Valley; but, did not push westward. In the course of the 17th century, the frontier had
advanced up the Atlantic river courses and the tidewater region became the settled area. In the first half of the
18th Century, another advance occurred. Trappers and traders followed the Delaware and Shawnee Indians to
the Ohio River as early as the end of the first quarter of the century. Governor Spotswood, of Virginia, made
an expedition in across the Blue Ridge. The end of the first quarter of the century saw the advance of the
Scotch-Irish and the Palatine Germans up the Shenandoah Valley into the western part of Virginia, and along
the Piedmont region of the Carolinas. In Pennsylvania the town of Bedford indicated the line of settlement.
The King attempted to arrest the advance by his proclamation of , forbidding settlements beyond the sources
of the rivers flowing into the Atlantic, however, his proclamation would be in vain. From the beginning, the
East feared the result of an unregulated advance of the frontier , and tried to check and guide it, but, would
never be able to stop the flow of people heading westward. During this time, thousands of settlers, such as
Daniel Boone , crossed the Alleghanies into Kentucky and Tennessee , and the upper waters of the Ohio River
were settled. Some areas, such as the Virginia Military District and the Connecticut Western Reserve, both in
Ohio, were used by the states to reward to veterans of the war. When the first census was taken in , the
continuous settled area was bounded by a line which ran near the coast of Maine, and included New England
except a portion of Vermont and New Hampshire, New York along the Hudson River and up the Mohawk
about Schenectady, eastern and southern Pennsylvania, Virginia well across the Shenandoah Valley, and the
Carolinas and eastern Georgia. Beyond this region of continuous settlement were the small settled areas of
Kentucky and Tennessee , and the Ohio River, with the mountains separating them and the Atlantic area. For
the next century, westward expansion would increase following the Louisiana Purchase in and the subsequent
Lewis and Clark Expedition By the settled area included Ohio, southern Indiana and Illinois , southeastern
Missouri , and about half of Louisiana. These settled areas often surrounded Indian lands, whom the settlers
protested against, which would later result in the Indian Removal Act of In the meantime, the Federal
Government was continuing to expand the nation. This included what would become the states of California ,
Nevada , Utah , parts of Arizona , Colorado , New Mexico , and Wyoming ; and in the United States bought
an additional tract of land from Mexico. These new territories attracted hundreds of thousands of settlers.
Minnesota and Wisconsin still exhibited frontier conditions, but, the distinctive frontier of the period was
found in California , where the gold discoveries had sent a sudden tide of adventurous miners, and in Oregon ,
and the settlements in Utah.
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During the s and s, the Beaver Wars initiated by the Iroquois also known as the Haudenosaunee forced a
massive demographic shift as their western neighbors fled the violence. They sought refuge west and north of
Lake Michigan. In , the Iroquois made a series of raids into Wendake that were intended to destroy the Wendat
as a people with thousands of Wendat taken to be adopted by Iroquois families with the rest being killed. Their
trading voyage proved extremely lucrative in furs. More importantly, they learned of a frozen sea to the north
that provided easy access to the fur-bearing interior. Upon their return, French officials confiscated the furs of
these unlicensed coureurs des bois. Radisson and Groseilliers went to Boston and then to London to secure
funding and two ships to explore the Hudson Bay. French exploration and expansion westward continued with
men such as La Salle and Marquette exploring and claiming the Great Lakes as well as the Ohio and
Mississippi River valleys. To bolster these territorial claims, the French constructed a series of small
fortifications, beginning with Fort Frontenac on Lake Ontario in This new competition directly stimulated
French expansion into the North West to win back native customers. On one hand, having the Five Nations at
war with other nations prevented those nations from trading with the English at Albany while on the other
hand, the French did not want to the Iroquois become the only middlemen in the fur trade. Resurgent
Iroquoian warfare in the s also stimulated the fur trade as native French allies bought weapons. The new more
distant markets and fierce English competition stifled direct trade from the North West with Montreal. The old
system of native middlemen and coureurs de bois traveling to trade fairs in Montreal or illegally to English
markets was replaced by an increasingly complex and labor-intensive trade network. Licensed voyageurs ,
allied with Montreal merchants, used water routes to reach the far-flung corners of the North West with canoe
loads of trade goods. These risky ventures required large initial investments and had a very slow return. The
first revenues from fur sales in Europe did not arrive until four or more years after the initial investment.
These economic factors concentrated the fur trade in the hands of a few large Montreal merchants who had
available capital. Aboriginal response to French-English competition â€” over exploitation and depletion of
beavers[ edit ] The effect on beaver stocks of competition between the English and the French was disastrous.
The status of beavers changed dramatically as it went from being a source of food and clothing for the
Aboriginals to a vital good for exchange with the Europeans. The French were constantly in search of cheaper
fur and trying to cut off the Aboriginal middleman which led them to explore the interior all the way to Lake
Winnipeg and the Central Plains. While some historians dispute the claims that the competition was
predominantly responsible for over-exploitation of stocks, [26] others have used empirical analysis to
emphasize the changing economic incentives for Aboriginals and role of the Europeans in the matter. Calvin
Martin holds that there was a breakdown of the relationship between man and animal in the values of the
Aboriginals which made them drastically accelerate the exploitation of reserves. The English organized their
trade on strictly hierarchical lines while the French used licenses to lease the use of their posts. This meant that
the French incentivized the extension of trade, and French traders did indeed infiltrate much of the Great
Lakes region. The increasing penetration near English ports now meant that the Aboriginals had more than one
place to sell their goods. As competition increased between the English and French in the s, the fur was still
predominantly caught by Aboriginal tribes which acted as the middleman. The response to increased
competition led to a severe over-harvesting of beavers. While the view that increased competition between the
English and the French led to over-exploitation of beaver stocks by the Aboriginals does not receive uncritical
support, most believe that Aboriginals were the primary actors in depleting animal stocks. There is a lack of
critical discussion on other factors such as beaver population dynamics, the number of animals harvested,
nature of property rights, prices, role of the English and the French in the matter. The primary effect of
increased French competition was that the English raised the prices they paid to the Aboriginals to harvest fur.
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The result of this was greater incentive for Aboriginals to increase harvests. Increased price will lead to a gap
between demand and supply and to a higher equilibrium in terms of supply. Data from the trading posts show
that the supply of beavers from the Aboriginals was price-elastic and therefore traders responded with
increased harvests as prices rose. The harvests were further increased due to the fact that no tribe had an
absolute monopoly near any trade and most of them were competing against each other to derive the
maximum benefit from the presence of the English and the French. Open access to resources leads to no
incentive to conserve stocks, and actors which try to conserve lose out compared to the others when it comes
to maximizing economic output. Therefore, there appeared to be a lack of concern by tribes of the First
Nations about the sustainability of the fur trade. The problem of over-exploitation is not helped by the fact that
the efforts by the French to remove the middlemen such as the Huron who increasingly resented their
influence meant that stocks were put under more pressure. All these factors contributed to an unsustainable
trade pattern in furs which depleted beaver stocks very fast. Carlos and Frank D. Lewis shows that apart from
the settling to a lower level of stable population, further declines were caused by over-harvesting in two of the
three English trading posts Albany and York. The data from the third trading post are also very interesting in
that the post did not come under French pressure and was therefore shielded from the kind of over-exploitation
of stocks which resulted at the other trading posts. At Fort Churchill, the stocks of beaver adjusted to the
maximum sustained yield level. The data from Churchill further reinforce the case of over-exploitation of
stocks caused by the French-English competition. Radisson was informed by the village elders that he could
have sex with any unmarried women in the village provided that he did not trade with the Dakota [Sioux], who
were the enemies of the Ojibwa at the time. Having established a relationship with a particular spirit at
puberty, women would go on further vision quests throughout their lives with more ceremonies and dreams to
continue the relationship. In September , the French diplomat and soldier Daniel Greysolon, Sieur du Lhut ,
called a peace conference at Fond du Lac modern Duluth, Minnesota of all the "nations of the north" which
was attended by Ojibwa, Dakota, and Assiniboine leaders, where it was agreed that the daughters and sons of
the various chiefs would marry each other to promote peace and ensure the flow of French goods into the
region. For the Ojibwa, like the other Indians, saw all life in this world being based upon reciprocal
relationships, with Ojibwa women leaving behind "gifts" of tobacco when harvesting plants to thank nature for
providing the plants while when a bear was killed, a ceremony was held to thank the bear for "giving" up its
life to them. Marie working for the North West Company, later gave an account in her old age of how she
came to be married to a British writer named Anna Brownell Jameson. Why are you punishing yourself? Why
do you fast? Here is food for you! Also, she dreamed of being on a high hill, which was surrounded by water,
and from which she beheld many canoes full of Indians, coming to her and paying her homage; after this, she
felt as if she was being carried up into the heavens, and as she looked down on the earth, she perceived it was
on fire and said to herself, "All my relations will be burned! She fasted for ten days, during which time her
grandmother brought her at intervals some water. The American anthropologist Ruth Landes in her book
Ojibwa Women described Ojibwa society in the s as based on "male supremacy", and she assumed this was
how Ojibwa society had always been, a conclusion that has been widely followed. Native American Women
and the Great Lakes Missions â€” followed Leacock by arguing that exposure to the patriarchal values of
ancien regime France together with the ability to collect "surplus goods" made possible by the fur trade had
turned the egalitarian Ojibwa society into unequal society where women did not count for much. The harsh
terrain imposed a nomadic or semi-nomadic lifestyle on the people living there as to stay in one place for long
would quickly exhaust the food supply. Perry suggested that under the impact of the fur trade that certain
misogynistic tendencies that were already long established among the Northern Athabaskan peoples became
significantly worse. No persons in this country are so proper for this work as the women, because they are
inured to carry and haul heavy loads from their childhood and to do all manner of drudgery". In this way, the
fur trade empowered Cree and Ojibwa women while reducing the Northern Athabaskan women down to a
slave-like existence. The newly formed United States began its own attempts to capitalize on the fur trade,
initially with some success. By the s the fur trade had begun a steep decline, and fur was never again the
lucrative enterprise it had once been.
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The European settlers who colonized the country learned from and copied them. At first, the settlers of the
New World treated scalping as a sign of barbarism and savagery. The American frontier became a brutal place
where the scalps of dead men were a currency. White men and natives alike were massacring and mutilating
innocent people for a fistful of cashâ€”and the thin, delicate line between civilization and savagery slowly
eroded away. Batchelor Jacques Cartier may have been the first European to see a scalp firsthand. While in the
area now known as Quebec City, he met with a tribal chief named Donnacona. They greeted one another with
courtesy. The tribe put on a dance of welcoming for the visiting explorers, and Cartier presented Donnacona
with gifts. Then, to impress his new friend, Donnacona showed Cartier his most prized possession: They
would pass them around and make jokes about them, sometimes even feeding them to their dogs. It was
psychological warfare, meant to terrify, and it definitely worked on the Europeans. Some people were still
alive and struggling when a warrior would pull back their head and slice off the skin at the top of their skulls.
We have medical records from doctors who had to treat the still-living victims of a scalping. Some were given
a second chance at life. The first treatments for scalped men had doctors pierce the skull to the bone marrow.
But it would also leave them with a soft, thin spot on the top of their skulls and put them through excruciating
pain. Other people survived without treatmentâ€”but not for long. They would live for a few months with
exposed bone at the top of their heads until infection set in. Their skulls would get inflamed, and the bone
would start to separate, slowing exposing their bare, unprotected brains. The first scalps were claimed during
the Pequot War. When a trader named John Oldham was killed by Native Americans, the Puritans of the
Massachusetts Colony started fighting a full-on war with their neighbors. Soon, the governor was promising a
reward for any man who could bring home the head of a Native American. Heads, though, are large and
cumbersome, and the men would have to come home with only a few kills under their belts to claim their
reward. They started cutting off scalps, filling bags with them, and bringing the scalps home instead. Other
colonies followed their lead. The Crow Creek tribe had a massive town, with 55 lodges surrounded by a thick
wall made of wood and buffalo hides. One night, while they were sleeping, an enemy tribe sneaked over their
walls and massacred nearly every person there. Archaeologists found the remains of people at the site of the
massacre. By the time Europeans made it to the site of Crow Creek, though, the Arikara tribe was telling
stories about a great big village that had to be taught a lessonâ€”which might just be a clue. Her story begins
in when her home in Haverhill, Massachusetts, was attacked by the Abenaki tribe. Her husband, Thomas, fled
with seven of their children, but he left Hannah and their newborn daughter behind. Hannah watched in horror
as 27 people in her village were murdered. The Abenaki dragged Hannah to an island to be their captive, but
Hannah spent every second looking for her chance for revenge. She waited until they fell asleep. Then she
grabbed a tomahawk and rammed it into the heads of the 10 Abenaki people holding her hostage. She cut off
their scalps before she escaped. They would go into the wilderness looking for Native Americans to kill,
determined to bring home a bag full of scalps and make a small fortune. One of the most successful was John
Lovewell, who became a minor celebrity for the number of scalps he brought home. Then Lovewell paraded
through the streets of Boston wearing the wig on his head. He got pounds for every scalp he brought home,
which was a lot of money at the time. It also ended up getting him killed. He organized a group of 47 men to
take a village of more than people. Likely, he hoped to split the profits among as few people as possible.
Lovewell was killed in the battleâ€”and, appropriately enough, scalped. In his biggest haul, he was given
American scalps in a single day. But scalping only brought about more scalping. Clements Library The next
time that the United States and Britain went to war, some Americans had fully embraced the idea of scalping
their enemies. By the time the War of had begun, a militia group from Kentucky had gone completely savage.
The Kentucky Militia would strip down to their underwear and daub themselves with red war paint before
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attacking British and Native American camps. The militia murdered every person they could find and tore off
their scalps. In retaliation, a group led by Colonel John Chivington started burning down Cheyenne camps. He
went in to claim his dead and saw the horrifying scene firsthand. They had been scalped and brutalized, with
their children killed and unborn babies ripped out of wombs. After he was scalped, his nose and ears were cut
off and his testicles were removed and turned into a tobacco pouchâ€”a keepsake for army men who had
slaughtered a peaceful village. Some of the Apache had become involved in the fighting, and the American
Army wanted them out of the way. So they paid handsomely for every scalp that Glanton could bring in. This
made Glanton rich. But fairly soon, he started running out of Apaches to kill. So he started killing Mexican
civilians instead and passing them off as Apaches. He and his gang stole a river ferry from some members of
the Yuma tribe and invited people to ride in his boat. Once the people were trapped in the middle of the water,
Glanton and his men would massacre themâ€”whether they were Mexicans or Americansâ€”and loot their
dead bodies. The Chihuahua government put a bounty on his head, but it was the Yuma who got him. They
were normally a peaceful tribe, but Glanton had pushed them too far. While he was sleeping, the Yuma tribe
sneaked into his camp.
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Jim Bridger Jim Bridger. The journey marked the beginning of a year career that saw him discover new routes
across the frontier, survive an arrow wound to the back, marry three different Indian wives and found a trading
fort on the Oregon Trail. He made one of the earliest excursions to the Yellowstone region, and famously
became the first Anglo-American to see the Great Salt Lake. Upon tasting its briny waters, he incorrectly
concluded that it was part of the Pacific Ocean. After the decline of the fur trade, Bridger reinvented himself
as a trader and wilderness guide. Though illiterate and small in stature, Carson was also a natural frontiersman
who learned half a dozen native languages and knew the wilderness like the back of his hand. In , his skills
caught the attention of explorer John C. His fame only grew during the Mexican-American War, when he
slipped past enemy lines at the Battle of San Pasquale and made a mile barefoot trek to San Diego to fetch
reinforcements. Carson went on to serve as wagon train guide and Indian agent before becoming a Union army
officer during the Civil War. The former mountain man later died from an aneurysm in , a year after being
mustered out of the army as a brigadier general. Jedidiah Smith Drawing of Jedediah Smith. Public Domain
Jedidiah Smith developed his thirst for adventure by reading the journals of Lewis and Clark as a boy, and he
later followed in their footsteps during a legendary career as a trapper and explorer. Tasked with scouting out
new hunting grounds in the Dakotas and Wyoming, he helped lead an expedition that rediscovered South Pass,
a key Rocky Mountain crossing that became part of the Oregon Trail. Smith went on to explore huge swaths
of the West as the owner of his own fur trading company. He traversed the Mojave Desert into Southern
California in , and later became the first explorer to journey the Pacific coastline from California into Oregon.
His scouting parties were ambushed and decimated by Indian attacks on multiple occasions, and he famously
had his ribs smashed and his scalp partially torn off in a grizzly bear mauling. He wore his hair long for the
rest of his life to cover the scars. Smith tried to retire from the hazards of the wilderness in , but just a year
later he was attacked and killed by Comanche Indians while traveling the Santa Fe Trail. At the time of his
death, the great explorer was just 32 years old. James Beckwourth James Beckwourth. Public Domain The son
of a black woman and a white man, James Beckwourth was born a slave on a Virginia plantation before being
taken to Missouri as a boy. After receiving his freedom in the s, he signed on with a fur trapping expedition
and headed west to the Rocky Mountains in search of adventure. He eventually spent at least six years living
among the tribe, learning their language and marrying as many as ten different native women. Beckwourth
even claimed that he became a powerful war chief and fought in several battles against the Blackfeet. He
helped found a trading post that grew into the modern town of Pueblo, Colorado, and in he discovered a new
route through the Sierra Nevada Mountains. The crossing, known as Beckwourth Pass, later became a popular
route for prospectors headed to the gold fields of California. Joseph Walker Photograph of Joseph Walker.
Public Domain Like Jedidiah Smith, Tennessee native Joseph Walker was a born explorer who pursued fur
trapping and scouting as a way of financing his wanderlust. He first ventured west in as part of an illegal
trapping expedition to Spanish-controlled New Mexico territory, and later served as a guide for the likes of
Benjamin Bonneville and John C. While working for Bonneville in , Walker led an expedition that
bushwhacked its way from Wyoming to California across the Sierra Nevada. His party was forced to eat their
horses just to survive, but after exiting the mountains they became the first white men to encounter giant
sequoia trees and the wonders of the Yosemite Valley. It was a sight Walker would never forget. Walker later
worked as trapper, scout, wagon train guide and ranch owner, but he continued to explore the blank spots on
the map at every opportunity. In , at the age of 62, he set off on a two-year prospecting expedition across New
Mexico, Arizona and Colorado. By the time his failing eyesight forced him to retire in , he had spent some
five decades on the frontier and served as a guide for hundreds of soldiers and pilgrims. We strive for accuracy
and fairness. Twice a week we compile our most fascinating features and deliver them straight to you.
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Western American Literature subject. A more tentative writer with only a smattering of ignorance would have required
thrice the space to prove his point. Lamar's frontier trader is a link with the Indians and Mexicans of the.

A Grizzley Adams, John C. In , he traveled by keelboat from New Orleans to St. Louis , Missouri and from
there headed to the Rocky Mountains, where he lived for three years. He later settled at Walsenburg, Colorado
about He died there on April 24, Cyrus Alexander â€” A frontiersman, Alexander was a trapper with William
Sublette before becoming a miner and agricultural pioneer in California. Manuel Alvarez â€” A mountain
man, trapper, and trader who turned politician. Alvarez was born in Albegas, Spain, but by , had crossed the
ocean and was in Mexico. He then made his way to New York, then to Missouri, and was in Santa Fe , New
Mexico in , where he engaged in trading for several years. He then entered the Rocky Mountain fur trade as a
free trapper, before later joining with the American Fur Company. He left the mountains in about and returned
to Santa Fe, where he continued as a trader and showed an interest in politics. After the acquisition of New
Mexico by the U. Afterward, he held several political offices before he died in July Louis Ambroise â€” A
trapper and trader in the Colorado Mountains. Ambroise was born at St. Louis, Missouri in and when he grew
up he headed southwest, reaching Taos, New Mexico about He married a Spanish woman in and was working
as a trapper. He was badly wounded by Southern Ute Indians and while trying to recover with Cheyenne
Indian friends, they put an end to his misery on August 15, American Fur Company â€” Founded by John
Jacob Astor in , the American Fur Company would become one of the largest businesses in the country at the
start of the 19th century. His achievements include speed records riding the Santa Fe Trail and early
exploration of the 35th parallel north-west of the North American continental divide. Lucas Vazquez de
Ayllon â€” A Spanish conquistador and explorer who tried to start a colony in North America in He was the
first European colonizer of what is now South Carolina.
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