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He is said to have been born in the smithy, his father having been the village blacksmith. He was sent at the
age of sixteen to Cambridge University: Ray was chosen minor fellow [a] of Trinity in , and later major
fellow. Among these sermons were his discourses on The wisdom of God manifested in the works of the
creation, [5] and Deluge and Dissolution of the World. Ray was also highly regarded as a tutor and he
communicated his own passion for natural history to several pupils. Finally, in , he removed to his birthplace
at Black Notley , where he afterwards remained. His life there was quiet and uneventful, although he had poor
health, including chronic sores. Ray kept writing books and corresponded widely on scientific matters. He
lived, in spite of his infirmities, to the age of seventy-seven, dying at Black Notley. He is buried in the
churchyard of St Peter and St Paul where there is a memorial to him. In the spring of Ray started together with
Willughby and two other pupils Philip Skippon and Nathaniel Bacon [10] on a tour through Europe , from
which he returned in March , parting from Willughby at Montpellier , whence the latter continued his journey
into Spain. Ray himself published an account of his foreign travel in , entitled Observations topographical,
moral, and physiological, made on a Journey through part of the Low Countries, Germany, Italy, and France.
From this tour Ray and Willughby returned laden with collections, on which they meant to base complete
systematic descriptions of the animal and vegetable kingdoms. Willughby undertook the former part, but,
dying in , left only an ornithology and ichthyology for Ray to edit; while Ray used the botanical collections for
the groundwork of his Methodus plantarum nova , and his great Historia generalis plantarum 3 vols. The
plants gathered on his British tours had already been described in his Catalogus plantarum Angliae , which
formed the basis for later English floras. In , he presented the research of Francis Jessop on formic acid to the
Royal Society. In this volume, he moved on from the naming and cataloguing of species like his successor
Carl Linnaeus. Ray gave an early description of dendrochronology , explaining for the ash tree how to find its
age from its tree-rings. Thus, no matter what variations occur in the individuals or the species, if they spring
from the seed of one and the same plant, they are accidental variations and not such as to distinguish a species
Animals likewise that differ specifically preserve their distinct species permanently; one species never springs
from the seed of another nor vice versa".
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In John Ray: Important publications. The Wisdom of God Manifested in the Works of the Creation (), an essay in natural
religion that called on the full range of his biological learning, was his most popular and influential book.
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