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Posted by True Highlands in Kit and Caboodle 4 comments There is something truly special about going for a
wild swim. Part of the attraction is not just the act of swimming, it is the places that this can take you and the
things you can see. Here is our selection of rivers, waterfalls, lochs, pools and bays that can demonstrate why
the highlands is the most exciting swimming destination in the world. Sculptures, castles, wildlife, and
mythology, all you have to do is get wet. The intention was to attract visitors to the town to cash in on the post
war seaside holiday boom and, although not as popular today, the pool is still scrubbed and whitewashed
every year by enthusiastic locals. A great spot for a family picnic on a sunny day. Moray Bow Fiddle Rock,
Portknockie This huge natural arch sits in a little cove accessible by a short swim. It draws visitors from all
over Scotland to see it but by far the best way to take in this geological wonder is to get up close and swim
through it. If you are really lucky you may also spot Moray dolphins which swim close by. You can see down
the length of Loch Maree on a clear day and a mountainous ridgeline towering over you. Due to its location it
is rarely visited, with no organised boat trips which makes it a special, unique reward for those making the
journey. Traditionally a favourite spot for hikers to dive into after coming down from the Cuillin Ridge they
are also a worthwhile destination in themselves. The water is crystal clear, there are a number of pools deep
enough to dive into safely and an underwater arch you can swim through. Nudism has fallen out of fashion
somewhat, but for those that want to indulge, there is still one official naturist beach left in Scotland. The
campsite owner at Crackaig Beach near Brora is an enthusiast so has designated a part of the beach here. It is
secluded and well signposted so you need not worry about offending passing dog walkers. As part of the
Seaboard Sculpture Trail a life sized statue of a mermaid has been sited on a rock just below the tide line. At
low tide you can walk out to it but when the tide comes in you have to swim. If this beach were in an
accessible part of Europe then you could guarantee overcrowding and development as far as the eye could see.
Instead, you can sunbathe and swim here with little chance of seeing another soul. The stunning series of three
falls above this pool featured in the film Rob Roy and make for great diving and a spot for a picnic afterwards.
Loch Ness Plodda falls Do you remember as a kid getting ice cream headaches when you ate too much too
quickly, but still carried on as it was so good? The infamous whirlpool is only actually a danger on the lee tide
so, providing you are experienced enough to time your swim correctly, then you can enjoy this spectacular
crossing. Minke whales, porpoises and seals have been spotted by adventurous swimmers here but be warned,
this is not for the faint hearted and boat support is highly recommended. Achmelvich Beach North West
Sutherland Achmelvich Beach White sands and sheltered seas make this one of the best beach swimming
areas in the country. Situated next to the sea, but above it, you can splash about in the clear blue water while
looking down on the sea below. All photos taken from either Creative Commons or used with the permission
of the photographer. If you feel your copyright has been infringed, please email us.
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History[ edit ] The history of Kirriemuir extends to the early historical period and it appears to have been a
centre of some ecclesiastical importance. Kirriemuir has a history of accused witches back in the 16th century.
Many of the older buildings have a witches stane built in to ward off evil. This is a hard grey stone set into the
local red sandstone of which they were built. A pond on the outskirts of town, known as the Witch Pool, was
where the supposed witches were thought to have been drowned,[ citation needed ] but in fact it was a mill
pond for the 19th-century Meikle Mill. The adjacent "Court Hillock" was shown, during excavation to make
way for a housing development, to be no more than a spoil heap left from the excavation and cleaning of the
pond. Though its importance as a market town has diminished, its former jute factories now manufacturing
synthetics echo its importance in the 19th century as the centre of a home-based weaving industry. Historic
features near Kirriemuir include a carved Pictish stone known as the Eassie Stone , [2] found in the bed of a
burn near the village of Eassie. It is a mere 40 centimetres There is a camera obscura , which was donated by
Barrie, on the Hill and it offers views to the south and south-west and of the higher hills to the north. Also on
the Hill and offering views from its southern slopes is the town cemetery, where Barrie is buried in a simple
grave. There is a silver granite war memorial in the centre of the cemetery, a column surmounted by a kilted
soldier looking down across the town and over the broad fields of Strathmore to the Sidlaws. It takes place in
The Den, hence the name. In the festival was not held due to large flooding. Its position at the base of the
Angus glens makes it an attractive centre for hill-walking on nearby Munros, fishing, partridge, pheasant and
grouse shooting and deer-stalking. There is also an hole golf course with views north to Glen Clova and Glen
Doll. The town comprises mainly two areas, Northmuir and Southmuir. Parks[ edit ] The town has 2 main
parks - one of which lies in the Gairie Burn glen and the other at the top of Kirriemuir Hill. The Den can be
split into 2 parts. This park has a paddling pool, which tends to be cold but warms in the sunshine. The Den
can be prone to flooding as it is located in a deep valley and this last happened in December In the far west
Den, there is a large waterfall, often called the Den Waterfall, and the Cuttle Well. A playpark was built in
November which has a Peter Pan theme. The park is very popular with children. Sport[ edit ] Kirriemuir is
home to the junior football club Kirriemuir Thistle. Notable people[ edit ] J. This was one of two
commissioned by either the now defunct Angus Milling Company Limited or its associated company Hamlyn
Milling Limited. The poet and novelist returned widowed from India in , went to live in Kirriemuir, and died
there in The actor claimed Kirriemuir as his birthplace, but was actually born in London. A plaque has been
unveiled in Cumberland Close, Kirriemuir to celebrate the memory of the singer. Kerrimuir , a small area in
the eastern suburbs of Melbourne , Australia, is named after this town.
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Description[ edit ] Looking northwest across Newhall Point from a stubble field near Allerton, Black Isle, 4
km from Cromarty Despite its name, the Black Isle is not an island but a peninsula , surrounded on three sides
by the sea â€” the Cromarty Firth to the north, the Beauly Firth to the south, and the Moray Firth to the east.
The area is home to a population of Bottlenose dolphins. On the fourth, western side, its boundary is broadly
delineated by rivers. Its southwestern boundary is variously considered to be marked by either a minor
tributary of the River Beauly separating Beauly in Inverness-shire and Muir of Ord on the Black Isle in Ross
and Cromarty , dividing the two counties and also delineating the start of the Black Isle; or alternatively, the
River Beauly itself, thus including Beauly in the Black Isle despite its official placement in Inverness-shire.
The last remaining ferry is a summer service from Cromarty to Nigg. The North Coast scenic route crosses the
base of the peninsula. Land use is primarily arable farming and forestry. Since the Kessock Ferry across the
Beauly Firth was replaced by the bridge, the Black Isle has become something of a dormitory area for
Inverness. The whole of the Black Isle is part of the Presbytery of Ross. Cromarty House stands on the site of
former Cromarty Castle and is built in part from its reclaimed stone and timbers. Kinkell Castle has been
recently restored. Former castles of the Black Isle for which there are no physical remains include Tarradale
Castle , Castle Chanonry of Ross and a mound indicating the former site of Ormond Castle. History[ edit ]
Conventional middle to modern Black Isle history is well documented at a number of visitor centres and
cottage museums sprinkled across the peninsula. However, that is only one theory amongst many. Redcastle,
on the shore, near Killearnan church, dates from and is said to have been the earliest inhabited house in the
north of Scotland. On the forfeiture of the earldom of Ross it became a royal castle being visited by Mary,
Queen of Scots , and afterwards passed for a period into the hands of the Mackenzies of Gairloch. Previously,
the Black Isle had been Munro country. The Black Isle was one of the earliest parts of the northern Highlands
to experience the clearances and was settled with many Lowland shepherds and farmers, especially from the
north east. Hugh Miller , self-taught geologist and writer, was born in Cromarty where his cottage is now a
National Trust for Scotland museum. Alexander Mackenzie , who crossed Canada overland in and gave his
name to the Mackenzie River , is buried near Avoch. Between and , 93 red kites of Swedish origin were
reintroduced to the Black Isle. Education[ edit ] The principal secondary school on the Black Isle is Fortrose
Academy which currently has around pupils. There are a number of primary schools. Culture[ edit ] In
addition to its Gaelic heritage, the Black Isle had its own dialect of North Northern Scots , used mainly among
fisherfolk in Avoch and Cromarty, where it became extinct in October , upon the death of Bobby Hogg, the
last native speaker. Anne MacLeod , the writer, lives on the Black Isle.
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Wed 8th March - Show starts 7. Balintore March 8, , 7: There will also be some guests artists! Balintore
February 16, , 7: Balintore March 11, , 7: We will update this event shortly Balintore April 8, , There will be a
little bit of Highland philosophy, some cautionary tales, a spo Balintore February 4, , 7: Twenty years have
gone by. Much has changed but just as much remains the same. Mark Renton Ewan McGregor returns to the
only place he c Balintore March 4, , 7: Balintore February 21, , Balintore January 28, , 6: Meals served from
6. Balintore January 25, , 6: Raffle - raffle to be drawn after quiz. Balintore January 27, , 8: Amusical
entertainer with a great Geordie Balintore January 6, , 9: A lively night in prospect Cowboy hats and check
shirts welcome - horses left outside please! Balintore January 7, , 9: We are again delighted to host the much
acclaimed singer, songwriter and guitarist extraordinaire! Come along for superb music and the very best of
craic Balintore December 30, , 9: Balintore December 28, , 9: It will join our premium continental beers and
lagers which include: Balintore December 21, , 5: Balintore December 23, , 9: Buster is an eternal-some might
even say de Balintore March 4, , 1: Balintore January 7, , 1: Probably the best big band Balintore December
17, , 9: Balintore December 16, , Come along and dance like your Dad and enjoy the very best of craic!
Balintore December 10, , 9: Balintore November 25, , 8: This holiday season, enter a colorful, wondrous
world populated by hilariously Balintore December 23, , 3: Balintore December 23, , 6: Balintore January 7, ,
3: Balintore November 23, , 7: It is free to attend and we will have lots of local businesses represented!
Situated within the beautiful Seaboard Villages, the Seaboard Me Balintore November 27, , The year is , and
Newt Scamander Eddie Redmayne has just completed a global excursion to find and document an
extraordinary arra Balintore January 24, , 7: Balintore November 19, , 9:

Page 4

DOWNLOAD PDF THE WITCH OF BALINTORE
Chapter 5 : "james munro" | eBay
The Witch of Balintore Oct 14, by James Munro Paperback. $ $ 17 Get it by Wednesday, Jan

A small ship hove to for 2 hours off Cadboll, during which 50 men appeared on her deck, she appeared in the
same place 3 days later. She is certainly a privateer waiting for East Indiamen taking the north passage. The
kelp on the shore at Balintore, which extends for 2 miles, is available to be let for a number of years, contact
Mr. In the village of Balintore, feus will be granted to tradesmen inclined to settle there. Mr Rose, the owner,
has had a school house built which will have a qualified teacher. Rose has also entered into an agreement with
a respectable company to carry out herring fishing this season. Outbreak of Cholera in the villages. Birth of
John Ross, the missionary to China. MacLeod of Cadboll will grant no permission to shoot or course this
season on his estates, poachers trespassing will be prosecuted. A feeble old fisherman, Alexander Morrar or
MacKenzie, Balintore, left his cottage to fetch a pail of water from a nearby well. It is thought while
descending the steps of the well he slipped and fell into the well, he was found face down in 2 feet of water
still clutching the pail, life extinct. Alexander was highly respected in the village. Alexander Vass charged
with assaulting Walter Skinner with a bottle, found not guilty as it was proved he was acting in self defence.
The other 2 were found not guilty. David Vass, Shandwick, around 18 years of age, was thrown into the sea
while shifting sail near Tarbatness, before his crewmates could rescue him he had sunk to the bottom and was
seen no more. Shandwick Stone blown over in a hurricane and broken into three pieces. Hilton of Cadboll
woman found frozen to death, she had helped walk her husband, who was drunk, home from Tain and it is
thought in a state of exhaustion on a very cold night she lay down to sleep and succumbed to the cold. It
would appear that some fishermen were trespassing on Mr. Vass on the head causing serious injury, from
which he has now recovered. Mr Anderson pleaded not quilty and was acquitted. Peter Ross or MacWilliam,
Balintore, over 6o years of age, married, a sawyer to trade. Appeared at Tain Court charged with forgery. He
presented himself at the Commercial Bank of Scotland, Tain, with a letter purported to be from the Rev. David
Fraser has no account at this bank. His defence argued that nobody in their right mind would accept the note as
genuine. The foreman of the jury announced a guilty verdict without retiring, moments later other members of
the jury said they had not been asked their opinion. Lord Cockburn asked them to retire, they returned a few
minutes later with a verdict of guilty by majority. Lord Cockburn in sentencing the accused to 1 year
imprisonment pointed out that not that long ago he would have been hung for this crime and if he appears
before him again he will be transported to Australia. Lexy MacKay, Hilton, sentenced to 50 days
imprisonment for theft. Case of Witchcraft in Hilton, fisherman Donald Ross had an attraction for a young
lady which was recipricated, when his feelings towards her cooled he suddenly became ill. He attacked the
girl, throwing her to the ground he managed to cut her cheek before she fought him off and escaped. The
Sheriff wondered in this day and age how people could believe a girl had the ability to cast a spell and make
someone ill. Andrew Ross, a Shandwick fisherman, was tried for violent assault on 12 year old Jessie Ross, a
servant at the inn, by, without provocation throwing her down 4 stone steps. The case was proven and Ross
was fined 5 shillings which he paid immediately. Bella Mitchell, an old woman belonging to Balintore, was
attacked by a ruffian near Broomtown, she was dragged off her cart and kicked violently, her pocket was torn
off but only contained 8 pence, she had other money concealed on her person which was saved. Highway
robbery is very rare in the district. The wife of Robert Ross, farm servant, Balintore, gave birth to triplets, 2
boys and a girl, 1 of the boys was still born. New Schoolhouse at Hilton opened by Mr. Each also received 6
shillings from a collection in appreciation of their deed. A herring boat from Hilton of Cadboll was broken to
pieces at Portliach, no lives were lost. There has been at great storm in Scotland, in Balintore the barometer
was seen to drop as low as 28 George Ross, society teacher at Balintore dies at the age of 82, he taught in
Gaelic and English. Picture courtesy of Larry Jackson. No boat could be launched but 3 Hilton fishermen,
John MacAngus, John MacDonald and Alexander MacKenzie courageously volunteered to enter the water and
caught a rope thrown from the ship and brought the crew of 2 men and a boy ashore safely. Murdo MacLeay, a
flesher of Hilton of Cadboll, found guilty of stealing sheep from Kiltearn, sentenced to 9 months in Dingwall
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jail. The missionary John Ross and his wife Mary A. Stewart arrive at the missionary station Chefoo,
Shantung Peninsula, China. Mary, the wife of John Ross the missionary, dies not long after giving birth. The
tailor agreed with the sheriff he had not suffered damages and the sheriff decided not to give him any, but 15
shillings was required by the court to cover expenses. Tain Sherriff Court heard a case from Hilton for breach
of promise with seduction, a child was involved. The case was abandoned by the persurers solicitor. James
Johnstone refused a license to open a drinking premises in Balintore. James Johnstone, flesher, Balintore,
found guilty of pasturing his horse on a public road near Balintore farm. Magistrates have refused a license to
supply drink to a premises in Balintore for the 3rd time. They feel the Seaboard villages are too well supplied
with drinking hostelries, this is bourne out by the amount of drunk and disorderlies seen at the Tain police
courts. Three young Balintore Fishermen were cod fishing when their boat overturned in a sudden squall, John
MacKenzie, William Skinner and Alexander Urquhart were thrown into the sea. The accident was put down to
the fishermen tying the sheet to the boat instead of holding the sheet in their hand. William Sutherland [Eldie]
found guilty of assaulting the widow Andrewina MacKay, 10 days or 15 shillings fine, fine paid. Morrison
fattened up his pig and sell it to Mr. Skinner intended to do. Small boats from Balintore, Hilton and
Shandwick, went to sea early to fish for haddock. When they returned there was a heavy surf on the beach, it
was dangerous to land but one by one they came in, between the waves. The Shandwick boats also landed at
Balintore, Shandwick bay being too dangerous to land. One Shandwick boat, the Poacher, tried to land without
help and was dashed on the rocks and severely damaged but the crew were saved by the people on the shore.
One Hilton boat was thrown onto the rocks at Cadboll, crew safe, the rest made for Balintore. Two Hilton
women helping in the sea were overpowered by a wave but were rescued. Donald Vass, joiner, Balintore, had
his teeth knocked out by an oar while he was in the water helping. It is hoped the new harbour will end this
problem. James Watt becomes headmaster of Hilton School. Fined 10 shillings [50p] each and 7 shillings
[35p] costs each. Nicholas Vass, Shandwick, charged with breach of the peace and assaulting his wife. The
Sheriff was told the couple were happy together again and Mrs. Vass had withdrawn the assault claim.
William Sutherland junior, Hilton, found guilty of flattening the nose of Hugh MacDonald [Tarrel] against his
face, Jessie MacKay, mother of Hugh MacDonald, giving her evidence in Gaelic, told how she put the nose
back in the correct position with the help of whisky. Jessie Tarrel, Lady Street, Hilton, dies at the age of A
meeting was held in the U. Hall, Balintore with a view to start a reading room in the villages. S Ross, student,
Brompton Cottage, Mr. Wallace, Tullich, Andrew Ross, student, all spoke of the benefits of a reading room. A
committee was formed, Mr. Wallace, farmer, Tullich, M. Vass, tailor, James Ross, merchant, A. Hugh
MacDonald [Tarrel], fisherman, Hilton, found guilty of breach of the peace in Portmahomack, MacDonald
who has had previous convictions, fined 15 shillings or 10 days jail, fine paid. The meeting also asked Mr. D
Fraser, Balintore hotel, to contact the Postmaster General to supply telegraphic communications for the village
and also to ask Mrs. Middleton, Clay of Allan, to open the new harbour. Our correspondent says it is a pity
such meetings could not be conducted in a more orderly manner. Major Jackson was in Hilton to explain the
new Allotments Act. John Tarrel continued if you did not pay the farmer before the potatoes were lifted he
took all the big potatoes and you were only left with the small ones to feed your family through the winter.
Young has become factor we are met by iron gates. The only sentence the School Board asked for was that
they make sure their children attend school. Balintore Golf Club [Fearn] has been opened on ground behind
the village, the new club came about through the efforts of Captain Monro of Allan and the course was laid out
by Mr. Machardy, the chief constable, Inverness. MacGregor of Fearn as Captain. John Vass, aged 8, fell from
the top of the breakwater at Balintore harbour. The fall of about 30 feet into the water was spotted from the
village by Donald MacKenzie, ground officer, and David Skinner, Shore Street, both men rushed to the scene
and dived into the water, Skinner managed to get hold of the boy and all were picked up by a passing boat.
James Ross, Balintore, comes third in the competition that opens the new golf course at Portmahomack, his
prize, a dozen golf balls. Andrew Skinner, farm servant, Balintore, found guilty of failing to keep his 7 year
old daughter Isabella at school, an attendance order was granted. Bannerman, Helmsdale, in to preach at
Balintore Farm steading on Sunday, the Secessionists are expected to turn up in large numbers to hear him
preach.
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The ground was dug up at the foot of the new downpipe so we could connect it up. However, the drain here
was simply not draining. It looks like the rain from the roof has just been soaking into the ground rather than
being taken way - probably for many years. I stuck my hand down the drain and pulled out as much earth as I
could. This did not unblock it. Gregor and Greg excavated round the drain, and the first section of pipe
appeared to be a trap. The trap had a U-bend, but as the U went up again the pipe was fractured. The crack was
around 15mm wide, enough to let earth in and block things. Gregor shoved a length of thin but rigid plastic
into the crack and wiggled. After much debate we reasoned that we would have to either seal the crack or
install a new drain, because if we did nothing the earth blockage would recur. Greg excavated around the
ceramic trap to free it, and with much digging in hard stony ground and with much wiggling, it finally came
loose. You can see from the picture of the trap below that the crack is at an angle and that re-joining would be
next to impossible. Plumbaggedden , described in an earlier blog entry , was starting to pay dividends. The
input pipes were at a higher level so could not be fed into the inlets but instead fed-in from above. All bits
courtesy of Plumbageddon. For once Plumbageddon did not oblige, and I had to order the blanks from the
Internet. Having to rework the drainage was totally unexpected, and took a couple of days. Moral was low at
the end of yesterday as we had not been able to unblock the drain, did not know what was happening
underground, and had no idea how to solve the problem. So from the high of seeing the third cast iron
downpipe installed, we were then cast down by not knowing how we could ever get it to work. Apparent
forward progress can actually make one realise that one has actually gone backwards. However, the top riser
chamber will be cut down to meet the final ground level, once this has been established.
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Chapter 8 : Balintore Castle Restoration Project
Anyhow, without any further ado I will present the digitised images below. These have to be watermarked for the blog
sadly. One character, a bearded and rather smiley gamekeeper appears in more of the photos (i.e. 4 of the 7) than
anyone else so his changing appearance is a useful cue to putting the photos in temporal sequence.
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True Highlands is a small company based in the heart of the Highlands with infinite local knowledge to enable us to help
you plan where to stay and play! Our aim is to showcase the best the Scottish Highlands & Islands has to offer.
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