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It is an opportunity for us to reflect on the language and ideas that represented each year. So, take a stroll
down memory lane to remember all of our past Word of the Year selections. Unlike in , change was no longer
a campaign slogan. But, the term still held a lot of weight. The national debate can arguably be summarized by
the question: In the past two years, has there been enough change? Has there been too much? Meanwhile,
many Americans continue to face change in their homes, bank accounts and jobs. Only time will tell if the
latest wave of change Americans voted for in the midterm elections will result in a negative or positive
outcome. Tergiversate This rare word was chosen to represent because it described so much of the world
around us. And so, we named tergiversate the Word of the Year. Bluster In a year known for the Occupy
movement and what became known as the Arab Spring, our lexicographers chose bluster as their Word of the
Year for Privacy We got serious in From the pervading sense of vulnerability surrounding Ebola to the
visibility into acts of crime or misconduct that ignited critical conversations about race, gender, and violence,
various senses of exposure were out in the open this year. Identity Fluidity of identity was a huge theme in
Racial identity also held a lot of debate in , after Rachel Dolezal, a white woman presenting herself as a black
woman, said she identified as biracial or transracial. Our Word of the Year in reflected the many facets of
identity that surfaced that year. Xenophobia In , we selected xenophobia as our Word of the Year. Despite
being chosen as the Word of the Year, xenophobia is not to be celebrated. It was a year of real awakening to
complicity in various sectors of society, from politics to pop culture. From our Word of the Year
announcement: Our choice for Word of the Year is as much about what is visible as it is about what is not. We
must not let this continue to be the norm. If we do, then we are all complicit.
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I post these for folks to use in worship, as they deem appropriate. If you use these posted liturgies on a regular
basis, I hope you might consider making a modest donation to my writing ministry. Monday, November 16,
Texts: We glorify our God with songs of thanksgiving and joy. God has done great things for us, filling us
with grace. God fed our ancestors in the wilderness, God clothes us with hope. Prayer of the Day Hot showers
in the morning and cool breezes in the evening; work that provides for our families, and abundance that makes
us generous; silly jokes told by third graders, and the silent tears of a grandmother lost in her childhood
forever. Teachers who patiently help us with our math, and mentors who keep us on the right paths; friends
who shovel snow off sidewalks before we waken, and employers whose hearts are greater than their profits;
piano teachers who smile at our repeated mistakes, coaches who teach us one more time how to curl the ball
into the goal. What blessings are ours, Servant of Joy! So much worry, so much time waster over things we
cannot control. The One who showers earth with rain, who places the stars in the autumn sky, is the same One
who wraps mercy tight around you, who feeds us on healing and hope. Let us confess how our worries keep us
from trusting the God who hears us and restores us to new life. Please join me as we pray, Unison Prayer for
Forgiveness Because we live in this modern, tech-driven, twittering age, we often forget what you have done
for us, God of every blessing. We pat ourselves on the back for our ability to learn new computer skills, but
have forgotten that life is more than a machine. Forgive us, Restorer of life. As you clothe us with your grace
and mercy, may we share with those who have so little. As you feed us with your joy and hope, may we
welcome to the Table all those who lives are filled with tears and pain. As we gather with family and friends
during this season, may we continue to give thanks for the gift of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Silence is
kept Assurance of Pardon This is the good news: We are blessed, for we are forgiven. Yet, you call us to
simply give a portion back to you, so that others might be fed by your hope, children might be sheltered in
warm homes, and the broken might be made whole. Receive our gifts, as well as our hearts, we pray in the
name of Jesus, our Brother. Great Prayer of Thanksgiving The Lord of blessings be with you. The Lord be
with you, also. We offer them to the God who clothes us in grace. People of God, come to the Table where
you shall eat and be satisfied. With shouts of joy, we gather to praise the name of God! Your mouth was filled
with laughter, God of our every moment, as you sang creation into being. The heavens rang with shouts of joy,
as fruit-bearing trees sprang up, as green pastures rippled with wonder. Crafted in your image, you would
satisfy us with the bounty of grace, but we chose the destroyer, death, hanging out with the life-cutter, sin.
Prophets and psalmists were sent by you, longing to restore us to your side, but we put their words to shame.
Holy, holy, holy are you, God of wonder and delight. All creation is filled with your joy. Hosanna in the
highest! Blessed is the One who comes to clothes us in grace. Holy are you, Restorer of broken lives, and
blessed is Jesus Christ, Mediator of salvation. Seeing the nightmare of our lives, he became one of us, so we
might see the dreams you have for us. Knowing how our hearts overflowed with fear, bitterness, and worries,
he came with peace and comfort. Teaching that the body is more than sin, that life is more than death, he
became our ransom on the cross, our salvation by rising from the grave. As we give thanks for his life and
death, as we shout with joy for his resurrection, we speak of that mystery we call faith: Christ died, the
righteousness for all. Christ was raised, the resurrection for all. Christ will return, the fulfillment for all.
Empty, we will be filled with the plenty of your grace, the broken bread strengthening us so we might bring
healing to a world shattered by violence and despair. Longing for hope, we shall be satisfied with the cup of
blessing and hope, our lives overflowing with your love and compassion, pouring ourselves out for the poor
and marginalized of our time. And when all our worrying hours have ended, when we are clothed in your
mercy forever, we will gather with our sisters and brothers, our mouths filled with laughter, our hearts echoing
glad songs of joy to you, God in Community, Holy in One. Sending Before we fill ourselves from groaning
tables, let us go forth to feed those whose hunger is all too real. Before we gather with friends and family in
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warm, safe homes, let us go forth to shelter those who have no place to sleep. Before we rush to the stores to
buy more than we really need, let us go to offer our hearts and lives to all whose lives are empty.
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Life[ edit ] Tyndale was born around the year [a] in Melksham Court, Stinchcombe , a village near Dursley ,
Gloucestershire. The family originated from Northumberland via East Anglia. He was made Master of Arts in
July and was held to be a man of virtuous disposition, leading an unblemished life. As Tyndale later
complained: They have ordained that no man shall look on the Scripture, until he be noselled in heathen
learning eight or nine years and armed with false principles, with which he is clean shut out of the
understanding of the Scripture. He was a gifted linguist and became fluent over the years in French , Greek ,
Hebrew , German , Italian , Latin , and Spanish , in addition to English. His opinions proved controversial to
fellow clergymen, and the next year he was summoned before John Bell, the Chancellor of the Diocese of
Worcester , although no formal charges were laid at the time. He requested help from Bishop Cuthbert
Tunstall , a well-known classicist who had praised Erasmus after working together with him on a Greek New
Testament. The bishop, however, declined to extend his patronage, telling Tyndale that he had no room for
him in his household. During this time, he lectured widely, including at St Dunstan-in-the-West. Tyndale left
England and landed on continental Europe, perhaps at Hamburg , in the spring of , possibly travelling on to
Wittenberg. There is an entry in the matriculation registers of the University of Wittenberg of the name
"Guillelmus Daltici ex Anglia", and this has been taken to be a Latinisation of "William Tyndale from
England". In , publication of the work by Peter Quentell in Cologne was interrupted by the impact of
anti-Lutheranism. The book was smuggled into England and Scotland ; it was condemned in October by
Bishop Tunstall, who issued warnings to booksellers and had copies burned in public. It is not clear exactly
when he moved to Antwerp. It is possible that Tyndale intended to carry on his work from Hamburg in about
He revised his New Testament and began translating the Old Testament and writing various treatises. Henry
asked Emperor Charles V to have the writer apprehended and returned to England under the terms of the
Treaty of Cambrai ; however, the Emperor responded that formal evidence was required before extradition.
Tyndale "was strangled to death while tied at the stake, and then his dead body was burned". More than just a
Bible translator and scholar, William Tyndale was a gifted theologian, and could therefore in many ways be
called the first English Puritan. Printed works[ edit ] Although best known for his translation of the Bible,
Tyndale was also an active writer and translator. As well as his focus on the ways in which religion should be
lived, he had a focus on political issues.
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Even if you cannot read Hebrew, you will find that you can get some insight into the meaning of the Bible by
identifying the roots of words. If the same Hebrew root is used in two different places, the words and their
meanings are probably related. If you see the same English word in two different places but the corresponding
Hebrew words have different roots, this may indicate that there is a different shade of meaning that the English
is not reflecting. Interpretation from Related Root Words A substantial amount of rabbinical interpretation of
the Bible is derived from the relation between root words. For example, the rabbis concluded that G-d created
women with greater intuition and understanding than men, because man was "formed" yitzer, Gen. Similarly,
a familiar Talmudic teaching notes the similarity of the words banayikh your children and bonayikh your
builders , and suggests that Isaiah Formation of Hebrew Words from Roots Hebrew words are formed from
roots by changing vowels and by adding a wealth of prefixes and suffixes to that root. Prefixes can be
prepositions in, on, of, to, etc. Suffixes can be pronouns he, you, our, etc. Because of the way these prefixes
and suffixes are added to the root, a single word in Hebrew might be translated into English as several words.
For example, the first word of the Torah , "bereishit," is usually translated as "in the beginning. It is the same
root as the "Rosh" in " Rosh Hashanah " first of the year, i. We add the prefix Beit, a preposition meaning "in,"
"on," and a number of other things. The word "the" is implied. A more complicated example is the Hebrew
word "shehecheyanu," the name of a popular prayer recited on holidays and at other times. The single word
"shehecheyanu" means "who has kept us alive. The Shin prefix turns the verb into a noun indicating a person
who does the thing "who". The next letter is Hei, which normally turns a verb into a causative form "has kept".
The Nun-Vav suffix is a first person plural pronoun "us". Thus, shehecheyanu means "who has kept us alive.
There are surprisingly few root words in biblical Hebrew, but we get a lot of mileage out of the ones we have.
For example, from the root word Qof-Dalet-Shin, meaning "holy," "sacred" or "sanctified," we get kedushah
holiness , kiddush a prayer over wine sanctifying Shabbat or a holiday , Kaddish an important prayer
commonly thought of as a mourning prayer , aron kodesh holy cabinet - the place in synagogue where the
Torah scrolls are kept , and kiddushin betrothal. Less obviously, from the root Samekh-Dalet-Reish, meaning
"order," we get siddur the daily prayer book, which sets for the order of prayers , seder the Passover family
ritual, which must be performed in a specified order and sidrah the weekly Torah reading, also called a
parshah. Common Prefixes and Suffixes Here are some common prefixes and suffixes you will find on
Hebrew words:
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Hypertrichosis and Clinical lycanthropy Some modern researchers have tried to explain the reports of
werewolf behaviour with recognised medical conditions. However, Woodward dismissed the possibility, as
the rarity of the disease ruled it out from happening on a large scale, as werewolf cases were in medieval
Europe. Woodward focused on the idea that being bitten by a werewolf could result in the victim turning into
one, which suggested the idea of a transmittable disease like rabies. Lycanthropy can also be met with as the
main content of a delusion, for example, the case of a woman has been reported who during episodes of acute
psychosis complained of becoming four different species of animals. The transformation may be temporary or
permanent; the were-animal may be the man himself metamorphosed; may be his double whose activity leaves
the real man to all appearance unchanged; may be his soul , which goes forth seeking whomever it may
devour, leaving its body in a state of trance ; or it may be no more than the messenger of the human being, a
real animal or a familiar spirit , whose intimate connection with its owner is shown by the fact that any injury
to it is believed, by a phenomenon known as repercussion, to cause a corresponding injury to the human being.
Werewolves were said in European folklore to bear tell-tale physical traits even in their human form. These
included the meeting of both eyebrows at the bridge of the nose, curved fingernails, low-set ears and a
swinging stride. One method of identifying a werewolf in its human form was to cut the flesh of the accused,
under the pretense that fur would be seen within the wound. A Russian superstition recalls a werewolf can be
recognised by bristles under the tongue. According to some Swedish accounts, the werewolf could be
distinguished from a regular wolf by the fact that it would run on three legs, stretching the fourth one
backwards to look like a tail. Ralston in his Songs of the Russian People gives the form of incantation still
familiar in Russia. In Italy, France and Germany, it was said that a man or woman could turn into a werewolf
if he or she, on a certain Wednesday or Friday, slept outside on a summer night with the full moon shining
directly on his or her face. And they do dispose themselves as very wolves, in worrying and killing, and most
of humane creatures. The phenomenon of repercussion, the power of animal metamorphosis , or of sending out
a familiar , real or spiritual, as a messenger, and the supernormal powers conferred by association with such a
familiar, are also attributed to the magician , male and female, all the world over; and witch superstitions are
closely parallel to, if not identical with, lycanthropic beliefs, the occasional involuntary character of
lycanthropy being almost the sole distinguishing feature. In another direction the phenomenon of repercussion
is asserted to manifest itself in connection with the bush-soul of the West African and the nagual of Central
America ; but though there is no line of demarcation to be drawn on logical grounds, the assumed power of the
magician and the intimate association of the bush-soul or the nagual with a human being are not termed
lycanthropy. The curse of lycanthropy was also considered by some scholars as being a divine punishment.
Werewolf literature shows many examples of God or saints allegedly cursing those who invoked their wrath
with werewolfism. Such is the case of Lycaon , who was turned into a wolf by Zeus as punishment for
slaughtering one of his own sons and serving his remains to the gods as a dinner. Those who were
excommunicated by the Roman Catholic Church were also said to become werewolves. Omnes angeli, boni et
Mali, ex virtute naturali habent potestatem transmutandi corpora nostra "All angels, good and bad have the
power of transmutating our bodies" was the dictum of St. Patrick was said to have transformed the Welsh
King Vereticus into a wolf; Natalis supposedly cursed an illustrious Irish family whose members were each
doomed to be a wolf for seven years. In other tales the divine agency is even more direct, while in Russia,
again, men supposedly became werewolves when incurring the wrath of the Devil. A notable exception to the
association of Lycanthropy and the Devil, comes from a rare and lesser known account of an year-old man
named Thiess. Their efforts ensured that the Devil and his minions did not carry off the grain from local failed
crops down to hell. Thiess was ultimately sentenced to ten lashes for Idolatry and superstitious belief.
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Remedies Various methods have existed for removing the werewolf form. In antiquity, the Ancient Greeks
and Romans believed in the power of exhaustion in curing people of lycanthropy. The victim would be
subjected to long periods of physical activity in the hope of being purged of the malady. This practice
stemmed from the fact that many alleged werewolves would be left feeling weak and debilitated after
committing depredations. However, many of the cures advocated by medieval medical practitioners proved
fatal to the patients. A Sicilian belief of Arabic origin holds that a werewolf can be cured of its ailment by
striking it on the forehead or scalp with a knife. Sometimes, less extreme methods were used. In the German
lowland of Schleswig-Holstein, a werewolf could be cured if one were to simply address it three times by its
Christian name, while one Danish belief holds that merely scolding a werewolf will cure it. Hubert has also
been cited as both cure for and protection from lycanthropes. Connection to revenants Further information:
Revenant Before the end of the 19th century, the Greeks believed that the corpses of werewolves, if not
destroyed, would return to life in the form of wolves or hyenas which prowled battlefields, drinking the blood
of dying soldiers. In the same vein, in some rural areas of Germany, Poland and Northern France, it was once
believed that people who died in mortal sin came back to life as blood-drinking wolves. These "undead"
werewolves would return to their human corpse form at daylight. They were dealt with by decapitation with a
spade and exorcism by the parish priest. The head would then be thrown into a stream, where the weight of its
sins was thought to weigh it down. Sometimes, the same methods used to dispose of ordinary vampires would
be used. The vampire was also linked to the werewolf in East European countries, particularly Bulgaria, Serbia
and Slovenia. In Serbia, the werewolf and vampire are known collectively as vulkodlak. At the age of seven
the boy or the girl leaves the house and goes hunting by night and can change to person or wolf whenever he
wants. The werewolves were known to exterminate all kind of farm animals, especially sheep. The
transformation usually occurred in the Winter solstice , Easter and full moon. Later in the 17th and 18th
century, the trials in Hungary not only were conducted against witches, but against werewolves too, and many
records exist creating connections between both kinds. Also the vampires and werewolves are closely related
in Hungary, being both feared in the antiquity. Though capable of turning into any animal they wished, it was
commonly believed that such people preferred to turn into a wolf. She wanders only at night, with doors and
locks springing open at her approach. When morning arrives, she reverts to human form and removes her
wolfskin. The transformation is generally said to be involuntary, but there are alternate versions involving
voluntary metamorphosis, where the women can transform at will. Americas and Caribbean Main article:
Skin-walker The Naskapis believed that the caribou afterlife is guarded by giant wolves which kill careless
hunters venturing too near. Belief in the loup-garou present in Canada , the Upper and Lower Peninsulas of
Michigan [35] and upstate New York , originates from French folklore influenced by Native American stories
on the Wendigo. In Mexico , there is a belief in a creature called the nahual, which traditionally limits itself to
stealing cheese and raping women rather than murder.
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The Word Into Life, Year A: A Guide for Group Reflection on Sunday Scripture ePub (Adobe DRM) can be read on any
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handouts in a lectionary-based approach to Christian initiation.
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31st Sunday in Ordinary Time - B - November 4, The Great Commandment. What should be the guiding principle for
life? Jesus answered that question with the virtue of love: allegiance to God, respect for others.
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