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Soon after his birth the family went to The Farm and then later to Greenheys, a larger country house in
Chorlton-on-Medlock near Manchester. In , three years after the death of his father, Thomas Quincey, his
mother â€” the erstwhile Elizabeth Penson â€” took the name "De Quincey. De Quincey was a weak and
sickly child. His youth was spent in solitude, and when his elder brother, William, came home, he wreaked
havoc in the quiet surroundings. She brought them up strictly, taking De Quincey out of school after three
years because she was afraid he would become big-headed, and sending him to an inferior school at Wingfield
in Wiltshire. His first plan had been to reach William Wordsworth, whose Lyrical Ballads had consoled him in
fits of depression and had awakened in him a deep reverence for the poet. From July to November , De
Quincey lived as a wayfarer. He soon lost his guinea by ceasing to keep his family informed of his
whereabouts, and had difficulty making ends meet. Still, apparently fearing pursuit, he borrowed some money
and travelled to London, where he tried to borrow more. Having failed, he lived close to starvation rather than
return to his family. Here, we are told, "he came to be looked upon as a strange being who associated with no
one. His acquaintance with Wordsworth led to his settling in at Grasmere , in the Lake District. He lived for
ten years in Dove Cottage , which Wordsworth had occupied and which is now a popular tourist attraction,
and for another five years at Fox Ghyll near Rydal. He was "a champion of aristocratic privilege," reserved "
Jacobin " as his highest term of opprobrium, held reactionary views on the Peterloo Massacre and the Sepoy
rebellion , on Catholic Emancipation and the enfranchisement of the common people, and yet was also a
staunch abolitionist on the issue of slavery. The Confessions of an English Opium-Eater were soon published
in book form. He soon exchanged London and the Lakes for Edinburgh , the nearby village of Polton , and
Glasgow ; he spent the remainder of his life in Scotland. After leaving Oxford without a degree, he made an
attempt to study law, but desultorily and unsuccessfully; he had no steady income and spent large sums on
books he was a lifelong collector. By the s he was constantly in financial difficulties. When his daughters
matured, they managed his budget more responsibly than he ever had himself. By his own testimony, De
Quincey first used opium in to relieve his neuralgia; he used it for pleasure, but no more than weekly, through
During â€” his daily dose was very high, and resulted in the sufferings recounted in the final sections of his
Confessions. For the rest of his life his opium use fluctuated between extremes; he took "enormous doses" in ,
but late in he went for 61 days with none at all. There are many theories surrounding the effects of opium on
literary creation , and notably, his periods of low usage were literarily unproductive. His stone, in the
southwest section of the churchyard on a west facing wall, is plain and says nothing of his work. Collected
works[ edit ] During the final decade of his life, De Quincey laboured on a collected edition of his works. The
existence of the American edition prompted a corresponding British edition. De Quincey edited and revised
his works for the Hogg edition; the second edition of the Confessions was prepared for inclusion in Selections
Grave and Gayâ€¦. Both of these were multi-volume collections, yet made no pretense to be complete. Scholar
and editor David Masson attempted a more definitive collection: The Works of Thomas De Quincey appeared
in fourteen volumes in and

Page 2

DOWNLOAD PDF THE WORKS OF THOMAS DE QUNINCY
Chapter 3 : the works of thomas de quincey | Download eBook pdf, epub, tuebl, mobi
The Works Of Thomas De Qunincy - In this site is not the same as a answer manual you buy in a cassette collection or
download off the web. Our higher than 7, manuals and Ebooks is the excuse why customers.

If you do not have a Paypal account, please contact us. For some of our books, we also accept Bank Deposits
from Australian Buyers. Please contact us so that we can set up a listing for you. All orders are shipped within
two business days. Your item will be shipped direct from our UK or US warehouse via Air Mail and should
arrive within 7 - 14 business days of dispatch. However, we ask buyers to allow up to 20 business days for the
arrival of their item. Delivery time estimates are provided by our postal carriers and are used as a guide only.
These delivery periods are not guaranteed. All items will be sent to the address selected at the Paypal
checkout. Please ensure that delivery address is correct before you complete the payment as attempts to
change delivery address after the order may not be successful. We accept no liability for loss of items if the
delivery address is incorrect or incomplete. Return Policy Please contact us via Ebay Messages if you are not
completely satisfied with your order. We do accept return of items for a full refund. Please keep the original
packaging and contact us for more information. If the synopsis is missing or the details of the item are unclear,
please ask before purchasing. As we have listed many titles, we are not able to verify the accuracy of all
descriptions. Please note that the cover may differ from the image displayed in our listing, as publishers may
update their cover image from time to time. The best way to contact us is by the eBay Messages system. Seller
assumes all responsibility for this listing. Postage and handling The seller has not specified a postage method
to Germany. Contact the seller- opens in a new window or tab and request postage to your location. Please
enter a valid postcode. Multiple, Australia Posting to: There are 5 items available. Please enter a number less
than or equal to 5. Select a valid country. Please enter five or nine numbers for the postcode.

Page 3

DOWNLOAD PDF THE WORKS OF THOMAS DE QUNINCY
Chapter 4 : The Works of Thomas De Quincey - Thomas De Quincey - Google Books
The Works Of Thomas De Quincey Vol 1 Epub Book File 23,81MB The Works Of Thomas De Quincey Vol 1 Epub Book
Scanning for The Works Of Thomas De Quincey Vol 1 Epub Book Do you really need this.

He remains best known, however, for a single work: Confessions of an English Opium Eater That work, too,
was difficult to classifyâ€”it mixed autobiographical elements with description and evaluation of the effects of
the addictive, analgesic, and psychoactive drug named in its title. De Quincey was considered one of the
greatest prose stylists of the English Romantic era, otherwise best known for poetry, and his imaginative,
convoluted prose style, best exemplified in Confessions of an English Opium Eater but also on display in a
great variety of other works that were widely read in 19th-century England and America, exerted a vast
influence on later literary radicals such as American mystery pioneer and experimentalist Edgar Allan Poe and
the French poet Charles Baudelaire. Shaken by Deaths of Siblings "Among his earliest memories were
dreams," wrote De Quincey biographer Grevel Lindopâ€”appropriate for a writer who put a powerful stream
of his interior life into everything he penned. The family later adopted the name De Quincey, hypothesizing
that they were related to an old Anglo-French family named de Quincis that dated back to the time of the
Norman Conquest. De Quincey was the fourth of five children; he was close to his siblings and was deeply
affected by the deaths of his sisters Jane and Elizabeth during his childhood. With his brother William he
created a rich fantasy life centered on the two imaginary warring kingdoms of Gombroon and Tigrosylvania.
De Quincey was educated in private schools and quickly showed a gift for language in general. When he was
about eight, he impressed a local bookseller by translating a book of a Latin-language copy of the Bible into
English at sight, and by the time he was 15 he could speak, read, and write ancient Greek fluently. One teacher
at the Bath Grammar School remarked to a visitor that De Quincey could have given a better oration in front
of an ancient Athenian mob than he, the teacher, could have done before an English one. In De Quincey began
attending the Manchester Grammar School, a prep school-like institution that could have earned him a
valuable Oxford University scholarship. He learned some important literary lessons while he was there,
reading the early works of William Wordsworth, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, and other English Romantic poets
who would greatly influence his own writing in the future. At the time, however, De Quincey was bored. He
ran away from the school, defying the wishes of his mother, and wandered around the Wales region, sleeping
outdoorsin order to stretch his money supply. Things went from bad to worse. Lenders refused his applications
for loans, and he nearly starved to death. He was apparently befriended by a prostitute named Ann, who at one
point revived him after he collapsed on the street by spending her own meager savings on a bottle of port wine
and bringing it to him. It was while he was a student there that his opium addiction began. At first he took the
drug in the form of laudanum, a liquid tincture an alcohol-based distillate that he sought out for toothache
relief. Embarking on his final exams in he started out strongly but left school before finishing, and he never
received his degree. Instead he plunged more deeply into the literary life. By the time he left Oxford, he had
made the acquaintance of several of the leading writers of the day, central figures in what would be known as
the Romantic movement. He donated five hundred pounds anonymously to "Kubla Khan" author and fellow
opium user Samuel Taylor Coleridge when Coleridge was in dire financial straits, and he lived for a time with
poet William Wordsworth and his wife. Moving frequently from place to place, De Quincey lived in absolute
disorder. He accumulated a huge library of books, and his friends began to treat him as something of a mobile
lending library. Sometimes he would move out of a house or country cottage when it became too clogged with
his papers and unfinished projectsâ€”sometimes his landlords had a strong enough belief in his potential that
they carefully stored his materials. Despite his often chaotic life, De Quincey was known as a loyal and
supportive associate; when his friend John Wilson became a professor and was placed in the position of
having to give lectures on subjects with which he was unfamiliar, De Quincey cheerfully ghostwrote the
lectures for him. They eventually had eight children. By the time of the marriage, De Quincey had burned
through much of the money he had coming from his family, and his opium usage had ballooned to a massive
grains dailyâ€”more than 20 grams. Periodically he tried to give up the drug, but he succeeded only in
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lowering his intake and keeping it at a consistent level. By the late s, well into his fourth decade of life, De
Quincey had written only a few articles and pamphlets despite the brilliance many friends recognized in him.
But now, faced with the necessity of supporting his family, he began to contribute prolifically to magazines,
submitting everything from popularizations of the theories of pioneer British economist David Ricardo, to
literary criticism, to translations of German poetry and drama. His greatest success, however, came when he
wrote about himself, in a dizzying style that combined erudition, flights of prose complexity, and bald
honesty. His first work in this vein was Confessions of an English Opium Eater , which appeared in London
Magazine in and was soon reprinted in book form. Described Effects of Drug The form of Confessions of an
English Opium Eater was and remains unusual; it is partly memoir and partly an exploration of the effects of a
mind-altering substance. In a lengthy section of "Preliminary Confessions," De Quincey recounted the story of
his wanderings as a young man, including his encounters with Ann, the London prostitute. De Quincey was
equally eloquent in describing the depressive states that came with drug usage. Without the aid of M. He made
money off of a translation of a German hoax novel called Walladmor that had been promoted as a lost work by
Scottish historical fantasy novelist Sir Walter Scott. De Quincey wrote some fiction of his own: He also
penned a widely read series of biographies of writers, with subjects ranging from Roman emperors to the
Romantic poets he personally knew. The latter group was as unconventional in form as were his drug
memoirs; De Quincey inserted himself into the narratives, producing a unique mix of biography and
autobiography. De Quincey suffered anew from the deaths of family members in the s. One son, Julius, died at
age four; another, William, suffered from a brain disorder and died at 18; and De Quincey lost his wife to
typhus in His opium dosages increased sharply. By this time he had moved to Edinburgh, Scotland, in whose
environs he spent most of the rest of his life. The aging writer once again was forced to juggle creditors, but
things changed for the better when his oldest daughter, Margaret, took charge of the household. He gained
readers in the United States, and his collected works were issued in Boston they ran to 22 volumes by the
Ticknor, Reed and Fields publishing firm. Although it was not required to do so Britain and the United States
had no reciprocal copyright protection at the time , the firm paid DeQuincey royalties. He continued to write
in his old age, and to assemble and revise his works for new collected editions. He died in Edinburgh on
December 8, Many critics in the following decades thought of De Quincey as a writer of genius who had
never quite reached his full potential, but a new spate of studies and biographies of the author began appearing
in the late 20th centuryâ€”an age sympathetic to outsider figures and to experimenters with psychoactive
substances. Books Dendurant, Harold O. A Reference Guide , G. Lindop, Grevel, The Opium-Eater: Comment
about this article, ask questions, or add new information about this topic:
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Thomas De Quincey English essayist, critic, and novelist. A versatile essayist and accomplished critic, De
Quincey used his own life as the subject of his most acclaimed work, the Confessions of an English
Opium-Eater , in which he chronicled his fascinating and horrifying addiction to opium. The Confessions are
an insightful depiction of drug dependency and an evocative portrait of an altered psychological state. De
Quincey is recognized as one of the foremost prose writers of his day; his ornate style, while strongly
influenced by the Romantic authors he knew and emulated, owes much to his vivid imagination and desire to
recreate his own intense personal experiences. He was a frail, sensitive boy who was tyrannized by an older
brother. When he was seven, his beloved older sister, Elizabeth, died. In his later writings, De Quincey
maintained that her death shaped his destiny because his grief caused him to seek solace in an imaginary
world. This tendency to escape into reverie foreshadowed the importance of dreams and introspection to his
work. At ten, he was sent to grammar school where he fared well academically but, according to his
autobiographical writings, was deeply unhappy. He later described his feeling of liberation in terms
Wordsworth had attributed to the spirit of revolutionary France: His life during this period was one of
self-imposed deprivation, and he eventually returned home. His mother, in an effort to tame her son, enrolled
him at Oxford. At the university, he excelled academically but was socially isolated. De Quincey
experimented with opium for the first time at Oxford: While still at Oxford, De Quincey had written
Wordsworth a glowing letter, and the poet, in turn, invited him to visit. The offer both thrilled and terrified the
young man, and he chose to meet Samuel Taylor Coleridge first. De Quincey moved nearby, and became a
frequent visitor to the Wordsworth household. De Quincey married and seemed content with family life until
his opium addiction overpowered him. He had thought the drug would enhance his abilities as a philosopher;
instead, he lay in bed listlessly, unable to think or move. His wife devoted herself to his recovery and, with her
support, he obtained a position as editor of the Westmoreland Gazette. De Quincey agreed to leave, firmly
believing that a regular routine was incompatible with the habits of a philosopher. The publisher encouraged
him to write about the subject he knew most intimatelyâ€”his opium addiction. In September, , the first half of
Confessions of an English Opium-Eater appeared anonymously in London Magazine, and the complete
Confessions was published as a single volume in With its publication, De Quincey was immediately
established as a major Romantic prose author. Following his stay in London, De Quincey moved to
Edinburgh, where he wrote for several journals. He disliked writing for periodicals and often stated that he
composed only for money. De Quincey died in In these autobiographical writings, De Quincey attributes to
his opium reveries a visionary power that informs his understanding of creativity and literary style. De
Quincey published his expanded version of the Confessions in , but this version is considered obscure and
stylized. His numerous essays, which initially appeared in periodicals in the Lake District, London, and
Edinburgh, treat a large variety of issues, both parochial and international: In addition, De Quincey published
essays that sketched personal portraits of other Romantic authors; his reminiscences of his interactions with
Coleridge and Wordsworth offer largely sympathetic insights into their literary circle. At the time of his death,
his expertise as a literary critic was underestimated, though his prose talent had long been acknowledged. As a
critic, he sometimes revealed more prejudice and narrow-mindedness than insight: The impassioned prose of
his autobiographical works recreates both his youthful dreams and later drug-induced meditations. In this way,
De Quincey exemplifies the Romantic prose writer and at the same time heralds the emergence of a new
understanding of literature and subjectivity.
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All that needs to be said in the way of introduction to this volume will best take the form of notes on the
articles which it contains. It keeps clear entirely of the field of personal reminiscence; and if it gl ances at
matters on which dissent must be entered to the views of Coleridge, it is still unvaryingly friendly and reverent
towards the subject. The beautiful apostrophe to the name of Coleridge, which we have given as a kind of
motto to the essay, was found attached to one of the sheets; and, in spite of much mutilation and mixing of the
pages with those of other articles, as we originally found them, it was for the most part so clearly written and
carefully punctuated, that there can be no doubt, when put together, we had it before us very much as De
Quincey meant to publish it had he found a fitting chance to do so. It would seem as though De Quincey, in
such a topic as this, found it utterly impossible to exh aust the points that had suggested themselves to him on
a careful reading of such a work, in the limits of one article; and that, in this case, as in some others, he
elaborated a second article, probably with a view to finding a place for it in a different magazine or review. In
this, however, he either did not succeed, or, on his own principle of the opium-eater never really finishing
anything, re treated from the practical work of pushing his wares with editors even after he had finished them.
At all events, we can find no trace of this article, or any part of it, having ever been published. The Eastern
Roman Empire was a subject on which he might have written, not merely a couple of review articles, but a
volume, as we are sure anyone competent to judge will, on carefully reading these articles, at once admit. This
essay, too, was found in a very complete condition, when the various pages had been brought together and
arranged. This is true of all save the last few pages, which existed more in the form of notes, yet are perfectly
[Pg 1] [Pg 2] [Pg 3] clear and intelligible; the leading thoughts being distinctly put, though not followed out in
any detail, or with the illustration which he could so easily have given them. Why De Quincey, when
preparing these volumes for the press, did not work it into his text is puzzling, as it develops happily some
points which he has there dwelt on, and presents in a very effective and compact style the mingled feelings
with which the great Proconsul quitted his office in Cil icia, and his feelings on arriving at Rome. It was his
intention to have continued the subject, but this was never done. Thus, he finds the fall of Assyria, the first of
the Olympiads, and the building of Rome to date from about the year B. That is his starting-point in definite
chronology. Then he takes up the period from to ; from to , and so on. De Quincey was writing professedly for
ladies only, and not for scholars; and that his acknowledged leading obstacle was the semi-mythical
wilderness of all early oriental history is insisted on with emphasis. The way in which he triumphs over this
obstacle is certainly characteri stic and ingenious. Though the latter part is fragmentary, it is suggestive; a nd
from the whole a fair conception may be formed of what the finished work would have been had De Quincey
been able to complete it, and of the eloquence with which he would have relieved the mere succession of dates
and figures. It only needs to be added that, at the time De Quincey wrote, exploration in Assyria and Egypt,
not to speak of discovery in Akkad, had made but little way compared with what has now been accomplished,
else certain passages in this essay would no doubt have been somewhat modified. The section on literature
more properly will be interesting to many as exhibiting some new points of contact with Wordsworth and
Southey. Oh name of Coleridge, that hast mixed so much with the trepidations of our own agitated life, mixed
with the beatings of our love, our gratitude, our trembling hope; name destined to move so much of reverential
sympathy and so much of ennobling strife in the generations yet to come, of our England at home, of our other
Englands on the St. Lawrence, on the Mississippi, on the Indus and Ganges, and on the pastoral solitudes of
Austral climes! What are the great leading vices of conversation as generally managed? These vices are, first,
disputation; secondly, garrulity; thirdly, the spirit of interruption. I lay it down as a rule, but still reserving
their peculiar rights and exceptions to young Scotchmen for whom daily disputing is a sort of daily bread, that
the man who disputes is a monster, and that he ought to be expelled from civilized society. Or could not a
compromise be effected for disputatious people, by allowing a private disputing room in all hotels, as they
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have private rooms for smoking? I have heard of two Englishmen, gentlemanly persons, but having a
constitutionalfurorfor boxing, who quieted their fighting instincts in this way. It was not glory which they
desired, but mutual punishment, given and taken with a hearty goodwill. Yet, as their feelings of refine ment
revolted from making themselves into a spectacle of partisanship for the public to bet on, they retired into a
ball-room, and locked the doors, so that nothing could transpire of the campaigns within except from the
desperate rallies and floorings which were heard, or from the bloody faces which were seen on their issuing.
My chief reasons for doing so I will mention: That disputing is in bad tone; it is vulgar, and essentially the
resource of uncultured people. It argues want of intellectual power, or, in any case, want of intellectual
development. It is because men find it easier to talk by disputing than bynot disputing that so many people
resort to this coarse expedient for calling the wind into the sails of conversation. To move along in the key of
contradiction is the cheapest of all devices for purchasing a power that is not your own. You are then carried
along by a towing-line attached to another vessel. There is no free power. Always your antagonist
predetermines the cou rse of your own movement; and you his. He affirms, you deny. He knits, you unknit.
Always you are servile tohim; and he toyou. Yet even that system of motion in reverse of another motion, of
mere antistrophe or dancing backward what the strophe had danced forward, is better after all, you say, than
standing stock still. For instance, it might have been tedious enough to hear Mr. I, for one, should have
preferred [1] Mr. The proper spirit of conversation moves in the general key of assent, but still not therefore of
mere iteration, but still each bar of the music is different. Nature surely does not repeat herself, yet neither
does she maintain the eternal variety of her laughing be auty by constantly contradicting herself, and quite as
little by monotonously repeating herself. Her samenesses are differences. Of the evils of garrulity, which, like
the ceaseless droppings of water, will eat [Pg 8] [Pg 9] into the toughest rock of patience and self-satisfa ction,
I have spoken at considerable length elsewhere. Its evils are so evident that they hardly call for further
illustration. The garrulous man, paradoxical as it may seem to say it, is a kind of pickpocket without intending
to steal anythingâ€”nay, rather he is fain to please you by placing something in your pocketâ€”though too
often it is like the egg of the cuckoo in the nest of another bird. It is a question that I have often considered.
For the evil is great, and the remedy occult. But the monsters who interrupt men in the middle of a sentence
are to be found eve rywhere; and they are always practising. Red-letter days or black-letter days, festival or
fast, makes no difference tothem.
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