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His life[ edit ] Tenali Ramalingacharyulu was born in a Telugu Niyogi Brahmin family [3] as Garlapati
Ramakrishna, in a village called Thumuluru during the early part of the sixteenth century while it is widely
believed that he was born in Tenali. His father was Garlapati Ramayya , who served as a priest in the
Ramalingesvara Swami temple in Tenali. Ramayya died when Ramakrishna was young. His mother
Lakshamma returned to her native place Tenali to live with her brother. He later converted to Vaishnavism
and changed his name to Tenali Ramakrishna, a Vaishnava name. Tenali Ramakrishna did not receive any
formal education during his childhood, but became a great scholar, due to his thirst for knowledge. As per a
well-known tale, the Vaishnava devotees of Vishnu scholars rejected to accept him as a disciple, as he was a
Shaiva. Later while roaming aimlessly, he met a sage, who advised him to worship the goddess Kali. He
worshipped and appeased the goddess with his devotion. Kali appeared before him and admired his sense of
humor and blessed him that one day, he would be acclaimed as a great poet in the court of King
Krishnadevaraya of Vijayanagara. He shared his life story with Krishnadevaraya, who granted him the post of
the comic poet in the court, completing the Ashtadiggajas The eight scholars group. Ramakrishna attained
fame as a great jester poet. Just few years later he died from a Snakebite. A popular story narrates how
Ramakrishna protected Vijayanagara from the Delhi Sultanate by his timely wit and strategy. Literary works[
edit ] Tenali Rama was noted for his brilliance and wit. A brahmin named Nigama Sharma, who wasted his
life in dissipation and debauchery, breathed his last in Pandharpur. A controversy ensures between servants of
Yama and servants of Vishnu. The former were anxious to carry him to hell as he lived a wicked life and the
latter claimed him for heaven, as he died in that sacred place. Indeed, the verdict is in favour of the servants of
Vishnu. Three of his narrative poems are available today. Udbhataradhya Charitamu also deals with the
sanctity of Varanasi. Tenali was called a vikata kavi [11] a palindrome in Telugu script means
clown-jester-poet. He was also entitled by "Kumara Bharathi", for his works. In popular culture[ edit ] The
most popular stories about the lifestyle, combination, and co-ordination of Rayalu and Ramalinga spread the
message of intellect, time tuning, and strategic stroking besides lively wit and humour. Tenali Ramakrishna is
a Telugu film directed by B. This film was also made in Tamil and is named as Tenali Raman. Hasyaratna
Ramakrishna is a Kannada film directed by B. The film stars Anant Nag and Aarathi in the lead roles. In the
film, Anant Nag plays the role of a poet, Ramakrishna. Nagabharana in which Vijay Kashyap played the lead
role. The film was based on the comic reliefs of Tenali Raman.
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a poet in the court of Krishan Devaraya.
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