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Drawing from postliberal, revisionary and Latin American liberation theological perspectives, David Kamitsuka offers
proposals on theological method and doctrine responsive to the intellectual, pastoral and socio-political challenges of
contemporary culture.

Theology Biologically speaking, we humans are social beings. We are in need of our parents to be delivered,
and once that happens; even though we are believed single people with a brain and brain that let us think and
learn, we do not isolate ourselves from all of those other people. On the other hand, all we do is to check out
our peers. We get in teams, and these groupings constitute subgroups again. This is actually the basic method
we follow to efficiently organise and build up our social composition to gratify our several needs. The first of
these groups is us, and from here we course to neighbourhoods; areas of different types, that we became a
member of based on a specific interest, such as: These categories grow in number to form states and then
countries or nations. All these people together set up a society. Societies differ from one another and every one
of them is unique, particular and characterised for a distinctive feature that we call "culture". Culture is the
fact complex absoluteness that people learn day by day. It is everything with which we fill up and give sense
to our existence. The way we wear, think, believe, act, speak, perceive are all framed and designed by the
ideas, ideas, worth that are part of a specific culture. Through culture we figure out how to conform ourselves
in this physical world, manipulating the available resources for our own welfare and we also shape our
behavior to avoid a communal chaos. Concepts of Culture Culture is neither natural nor manufactured. It is
due to neither genetics nor rational thought, for this comprises of rules of conduct, which were not developed
and whose function is generally not comprehended by the people who obey them. Some of these guidelines
are residues of practices acquired in different types of cultural structure by which each individual group has
handed down. Other rules have been consciously accepted or altered for the sake of specific goals. Yet there is
no doubt that, between the intuition inherited from our genotype and the rules influenced by reason, the mass
of unconscious guidelines remains more important and far better; because reason itself is a product rather than
cause of social progression. Culture means the complete organic of traditional tendencies which includes been
developed by the people which is successively learnt by each generation. A culture is less exact. It can indicate
the kinds of traditional behavior that happen to be characteristic of a given modern culture, or of a group of
societies, or of a certain competition, or of a certain area, or of a certain time frame. Whether we look at a very
simple or primitive culture or an extremely complicated and developed one, our company is confronted by an
enormous apparatus, partly materials, partly real human, and partly spiritual, by which man is able to deal with
the concrete specific issues that face him. Culture embraces all the manifestations of communal behavior of
the community, the reactions of the individual as damaged by the practices of the communities in which he
lives, and the product of real human activities as determined by these behaviors. Characteristics of Culture
Culture is learnt: In this context we will vary from animals being that they are biologically built-in a way that
they can learn how to behave and act naturally even if they grew in isolation. We show all knowledge on the
list of users of the same modern culture. In this manner we spread the standards of the culture along years
keeping it alive. By sharing we offer the required tools that are being used for a soft adaptation in every stages
and environments we proceed through in our lives. It really is a complex whole in which every feature that
characterizes it has an important role that makes that culture distinctive and peculiar. Each one of these
features function included and not separately from one another. In this manner when a feature changes, it
affects to the complete system making it also swift. Culture is dependant on icons: Icons are then your tool
used to pass on culture and keep it alive from era to era, and terms is the most important one. Functions of
Culture According to Bronislaw Malinowski - the function of culture is to fulfill certain biological and mental
health needs people share. Cultures are expected to satisfy certain functions to be able to lead a contemporary
society successfully and some of these might me Guarantee the biological continuity of its people. Provide
practical methods to pass on knowledge among associates. Meet the psychological and emotional needs of its
customers. Being versatile enough in order to endure the increasing shifting conditions. Offer approaches for
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the rational production and syndication of goods and services considered essential for life. Provide an
organised and diverse public structure so that all its associates can fit in it and also understand the world in
their own means. Facilitate social interactions among its associates and provide reasonable ways to avoid or
resolve conflicts that might rise within the group as well as with outsiders. Allow human beings to adapt the
surroundings to their own purposes. Sociable relationships do not refer to only interactions among humans but
also and deeply with dynamics. The survival of all cultures will depend on the way they use and treat
character. A well-working culture is the one which satisfies the different organizations within the culture as
just as possible; thus, its specific people can all have access to the resources available in the community and
achieve their personal and collective goals. This will avoid the participants to feel unsafe and unattached;
therefore, they will not easily get into anti-social behaviours, such as: Enculturation and Acculturation Every
single culture is learnt by their users and transmitted from person to person and from era to technology to
avoid its total disappearance. The main instrument used to transport this out is language. The procedure of
transferring on knowledge among people is what we call enculturation. This technique is vital to ensure the
success of the culture, but it is also significant to do it in the most smoothly manner to avoid any disruption
among users and also on the list of top features of the culture being sent. This process also provides us the
possibility to discover more about ourselves; our ancestors and source; where the way we think and
understand the earth, our values and beliefs result from. When enculturation is completed in the correct
manner, the associates of all ethnicities grow up nearer to their past, revitalizing the central values that make
their ethnicities unique and specific from all others. They also grow up within an environment characterized
by the deep delight of owned by a definite culture and behave with strong ideas of maintaining their culture
alive; albeit the irrevocable changes they must go through. There is also another sensation that civilizations
might experience, consisting on the absorption of one culture over another one, called acculturation. This
usually happens when industrialized or capital societies affect highly over traditional small societies to the
point of modifying them completely. After they are in contact, the former forms and converts the latter one.
The tiny culture adopts the culture of the powerful one as the ultimate outcome. This process is similar to that
of colonization. It is especially more noticeable now that we are in a globalized world; where the small
societies are usually the most influenced ones. Whenever we find ourselves interacting with folks from other
cultures, or just see it on the marketing; we get amazed by the different manners they respond, think and
express in similar situations. There is nothing at all wrong with assessing cultures, in reality, this way we learn
more about others and value ours, too. We should keep in head that when comparing, we should choose an
neutral position in order to understand the best way possible why other folks do things in the way they do, and
avoid unsupported preconceptions. The term that refers to what it is stated in the paragraph above is
ethnocentrism: Through ethnic relativism it is possible to hold our judgements and perceptions about the
culture being noticed to the previous stage; in order to remove accurate data and keep valid information;
furthermore, avoid preconceptions inspired by ethnocentrism. Conclusion Along background not only humans
have changed, but also the way we live. In our search for a better and more comfortable world for all of us to
inhabit; we have made an irrational and abusive use of natural resources. Most of the societies round the
world, affected by the traditional western fashion have converted into very consumerist ones; the ideas and
beliefs that used to grasp societies together are actually stirring political uncomfortableness and creating
interpersonal inequality because the market leaders and members of the societies tend to be more tented to
achieve personal and individual profits at any cost to work collectively so that every member can attain his
personal and collective needs. The process of changing is unstoppable; everything needs to keep changing
constantly to stay alive; therefore a culture that will not change its features simple disappears. The most
important affected feature of an culture is its language. Language is that particular faculty that differentiates us
from pets or animals and makes us a unique and rational types. Many languages have already disappeared,
mainly as a result of the process of acculturation; and with the languages, also means of thinking, expressing,
finding, perceiving have died. This way the earth becomes small and intrinsic, losing authenticity and variety
provided for the particular and diverse manners of acquiring, understanding, analyzing, shaping and living this
world. For a culture to make it through is not enough to shift. It should do it in a manner that it can promise
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that its associates will satisfy their natural and social needs; thus, the complete modern culture will feel
proficient and safe; therefore, it will react proudly and mutually to keep it alive. Also We Can Offer!
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Chapter 2 : Theology in Context Seminar
I will address the need for Catholic theologians to address specific issues challenging the Roman Catholic Church and
will also debate the rethinking of Catholic theology by Rahner and Kung who worked towards developing a new Catholic
theology that would be pertinent to contemporary culture.

The program includes the study of theories and dynamics of personality, the praxis and theory of pastoral
theology and care, and critical and constructive reflection on the methods and substance of both theology and
psychology. Students are expected to develop competence in understandings of the human person in the social
sciences and religion. In order to pursue work in RPC, students must have general knowledge in religion,
history of religious thought, scriptural study, systematic and contemporary theology, ethics, and philosophy,
either through prior course work B. If students enter with 24 hours or less of such work, they should expect
Ph. Students must 1 satisfy course work; 2 satisfy language examinations; 3 pass qualifying examinations; and
4 complete and defend a dissertation. Students are assigned an advisor who meets with them during
registration, oversees transfer credit and annual review of progress, and arranges pre-exam and oral exam
meetings. As students prepare for exams and organize their Ph. As part of the 72 hours of course work
completed over approximately five semesters, students must take 24 hours in RPC. Students must also have a
minimum of 12 hours total in two minor areas, one internal to the Graduate Department of Religion GDR and
the other outside the GDR in a social science, such as psychology, anthropology, or sociology 6 hours
minimum in each area. Exposure to clinical pastoral psychotherapeutic practice is another distinctive
component of the program. A clinical seminar for 6 hours credit is required during the first four semesters of
residency. It involves clinical practice, reading, and presentation of clinical work in rotation with peers and is
directed by clinical faculty. Students make their own arrangement for clinical work based on individual
interests. Further training can be pursued through a variety of area institutions, such as the Peabody College of
Human Education and Development M. During the first two years, students take hours each semester, often
comprised of two RPC courses, one course in a minor area, and the Clinical Seminar. The remaining hours for
completion of the degree approximately 30 hours are met through additional course work as needed, transfer
credit, or dissertation hours. In the spring semester of the first and second year, students meet with RPC
faculty to review their progress and future plans. Prior to meeting, students prepare and circulate among
faculty a list of courses taken, research papers, clinical work, and other information relevant to progress. By
the second semester of study, students must have met one language requirement, begun course work in at least
one minor area, and explored dissertation topics. By the fourth semester, students must have met the second
language requirement; they should also have identified minor area faculty and an initial dissertation topic and
question. At least one of these must be a modern language normally French, German, or Spanish. RPC
students often meet the second language requirement through a social science research method, such as
statistics or qualitative research e. Requirements for the three RPC exams pastoral theology; religion and
psychology; and methods in religion, psychology, and culture are met through three written exams usually
taken in the third year of study and no later than four years from admission. They are administered over a
period of two weeks three times a year October; March; and August. The GDR publishes the specific dates
each year. Minor Area Exams Requirements for the two minor area exams are met through work negotiated by
the student and approved by a faculty in the minor area often a major research paper or written exam that
builds on course work in the minor area and that may contribute to dissertation research. Grades and
evaluation for minor exams are due in the GDR office and to the area director prior to the written exams. Prior
to exams, students must have completed 4 semesters of study and at least 36 hours of course work and
satisfied language requirements and minor area exams. Petition for exams and pre-exam meeting: At least one
semester prior to RPC exams, students petition to take exams, meeting with RPC faculty to review preparation
and discuss exam bibliography and submitting a request to take exams to the GDR office. Prior to the meeting,
students circulate to RPC faculty 1 an account of preparation e. Additional books and questions: No later than
two weeks prior to exams, students circulate to RPC faculty 1 a list of 10 additional books from the secondary
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list of the required exam bibliography and 2 questions for each exam. Students arrange with the GDR office
specific days within the exam period to take each exam and receive questions and return answers to the office
at the designated time. Normally students are given a choice of answering three of four questions and have a
total of eight hours for preparation and writing for each exam. Exam questions draw on the required
bibliography and additional books identified by the student. They focus on specific interests of the student and
general understanding in each exam area. Students are expected to know the key contributions of the required
texts and should be able to demonstrate a general breadth of knowledge as well as depth in specific areas and
scholarship. In each exam area, students should know in greater depth the corpus of one primary scholar or
school of thought. RPC courses are designed to assist students in preparing for exams. Oral exam and draft of
dissertation proposal: A two-hour oral exam on the written exams first hour and dissertation research second
hour occurs within two weeks after the written exams. Please note that the Ph. Final decisions about the
make-up of the dissertation committee do not have to be made until you are in the process of submitting your
dissertation proposal after exams. Prior to exams, you simply need to have a general idea about who you
anticipate will serve on your dissertation committee, especially as first and second readers. It is reviewed in a
meeting of the Ph. Committee, and then submitted to the GDR for approval. Once the GDR approves the
proposal, a student becomes a candidate for the degree. Important questions to consider in defining the
proposal are: What is the problem addressed by the dissertation? What is the primary question and thesis?
What is the methodological approach to the problem and project? Is the project sufficiently focused? Are there
ample resources for pursuing the project in a reasonable time? Does the dissertation make a significant
contribution to the field? Does the dissertation have prospects for future publication? The dissertation must be
completed within four years from exams. An oral defense before the committee and open to the public is
conducted upon completion of the dissertation.
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A Theology of Culture: Desecularizing Anthropology The presupposition of this paper is that the boundary between
cultural anthropology and theology is artificial, constructed by modern thinking, and not founded upon biblical theology
nor reality.

History of religion and culture Medium of the sources Collective Experience of the Church Norm of theology
determines use of sources Content of which is the biblical message itself, for example: Justification through
faith New Being in Jesus as the Christ The Protestant Principle The criterion of the cross As McKelway
explains, the sources of theology contribute to the formation of the norm, which then becomes the criterion
through which the sources and experience are judged. The norm is then subject to change, but Tillich insists
that its basic content remains the same: But since Christianity answers the question of estrangement with
"Jesus as the Christ", the norm tells us that we find the New Being in Jesus as the Christ. There is also the
question of the validity of the method of correlation. Certainly one could reject the method on the grounds that
there is no a priori reason for its adoption. But Tillich claims that the method of any theology and its system
are interdependent. That is, an absolute methodological approach cannot be adopted because the method is
continually being determined by the system and the objects of theology. Therefore, it can be described as the
power of being which resists non-being. For this reason, the medieval philosophers called being the basic
transcendentale, beyond the universal and the particularâ€¦ The same word, the emptiest of all concepts when
taken as an abstraction, becomes the most meaningful of all concepts when it is understood as the power of
being in everything that has being. In this part, Tillich talks about life and the divine Spirit. Life remains
ambiguous as long as there is life. The question implied in the ambiguities of life derives to a new question,
namely, that of the direction in which life moves. This is the question of history. Systematically speaking,
history, characterized as it is by its direction toward the future, is the dynamic quality of life. Therefore, the
"riddle of history" is a part of the problem of life. If one says that in this experience vitality resists despair, one
must add that vitality in man is proportional to intentionality. The vitality that can stand the abyss of
meaninglessness is aware of a hidden meaning within the destruction of meaning. Even in the state of despair
one has enough being to make despair possible. Of course, in the state of despair there is nobody and nothing
that accepts. But there is the power of acceptance itself which is experienced. Meaninglessness, as long as it is
experienced, includes an experience of the "power of acceptance". To accept this power of acceptance
consciously is the religious answer of absolute faith, of a faith which has been deprived by doubt of any
concrete content, which nevertheless is faith and the source of the most paradoxical manifestation of the
courage to be. Separate from all profane and ordinary realities, the object of the concern is understood as
sacred, numinous or holy. The perception of its reality is felt as so overwhelming and valuable that all else
seems insignificant, and for this reason requires total surrender. Man, like every living being, is concerned
about many things, above all about those which condition his very existence If [a situation or concern] claims
ultimacy it demands the total surrender of him who accepts this claim It is the most centered act of the human
mind That is to say: It transcends both the drives of the nonrational unconsciousness and the structures of the
rational conscious Rather, it transcends them in an ecstatic passion for the ultimate. Everyone has an ultimate
concern, and this concern can be in an act of faith, "even if the act of faith includes the denial of God.
Traditional medieval philosophical theology in the work of figures such as St. Anselm , Duns Scotus , and
William of Ockham tended to understand God as the highest existing Being[ citation needed ], to which
predicates such as omnipotence, omniscience, omnipresence, goodness, righteousness, holiness, etc.
Arguments for and against the existence of God presuppose such an understanding of God. To put the issue in
traditional language: Rather, God must be understood as the "ground of Being-Itself". In distinction to
"theological theism", Tillich refers to another kind of theism as that of the "divine-human encounter". Tillich
is quite clear that this is both appropriate and necessary, as it is the basis of the personalism of Biblical
Religion altogether and the concept of the "Word of God", [46] but can become falsified if the theologian tries
to turn such encounters with God as the Wholly Other into an understanding of God as a being. Their views in
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turn had pre-Christian precedents in middle Platonism. Tillich further argues that theological theism is not
only logically problematic, but is unable to speak into the situation of radical doubt and despair about meaning
in life. This issue, he said, was of primary concern in the modern age, as opposed to anxiety about fate, guilt,
death and condemnation. If God is not the ground of being itself, then God cannot provide an answer to the
question of finitude; God would also be finite in some sense. The term "God Above God," then, means to
indicate the God who appears, who is the ground of being itself, when the "God" of theological theism has
disappeared in the anxiety of doubt. The possibility thus exists, says Tillich, that religious symbols may be
recovered which would otherwise have been rendered ineffective by contemporary society. Tillich argues that
the God of theological theism is at the root of much revolt against theism and religious faith in the modern
period. Tillich states, sympathetically, that the God of theological theism deprives me of my subjectivity
because he is all-powerful and all-knowing. I revolt and make him into an object, but the revolt fails and
becomes desperate. God appears as the invincible tyrant, the being in contrast with whom all other beings are
without freedom and subjectivity. He is equated with the recent tyrants who with the help of terror try to
transform everything into a mere object, a thing among things, a cog in a machine they control. He becomes
the model of everything against which Existentialism revolted. This is the God Nietzsche said had to be killed
because nobody can tolerate being made into a mere object of absolute knowledge and absolute control. This
is the deepest root of atheism. It is an atheism which is justified as the reaction against theological theism and
its disturbing implications. This is the basic distinction made in Epistemology , that branch of Philosophy
which deals with human knowledge, how it is possible, what it is, and its limits. Epistemologically, God
cannot be made into an object, that is, an object of the knowing subject. Tillich deals with this question under
the rubric of the relationality of God. The question is "whether there are external relations between God and
the creature". Tillich reminds us of the point, which can be found in Luther, that "there is no place to which
man can withdraw from the divine thou, because it includes the ego and is nearer to the ego than the ego to
itself". It would deprive the person of his or her own subjectivity and creativity. According to Tillich,
theological theism has provoked the rebellions found in atheism and Existentialism, although other social
factors such as the industrial revolution have also contributed to the "reification" of the human being. The
modern man could no longer tolerate the idea of being an "object" completely subjected to the absolute
knowledge of God. Tillich argued, as mentioned, that theological theism is "bad theology". The God of the
theological theism is a being besides others and as such a part of the whole reality. He is certainly considered
its most important part, but as a part and therefore as subjected to the structure of the whole. He is supposed to
be beyond the ontological elements and categories which constitute reality. But every statement subjects him
to them. He is seen as a self which has a world, as an ego which relates to a thought, as a cause which is
separated from its effect, as having a definite space and endless time. Just as Being for Heidegger is
ontologically prior to conception, Tillich views God to be beyond Being-Itself, manifested in the structure of
beings. Instead, God is the ground upon which all beings exist. We cannot perceive God as an object which is
related to a subject because God precedes the subjectâ€”object dichotomy. Instead of rejecting the notion of
personal God, however, Tillich sees it as a symbol that points directly to the Ground of Being. Tillich
disagreed with any literal philosophical and religious statements that can be made about God. Such literal
statements attempt to define God and lead not only to anthropomorphism but also to a philosophical mistake
that Immanuel Kant warned against, that setting limits against the transcendent inevitably leads to
contradictions. Any statements about God are simply symbolic, but these symbols are sacred in the sense that
they function to participate or point to the Ground of Being. Tillich insists that anyone who participates in
these symbols is empowered by the Power of Being, which overcomes and conquers nonbeing and
meaninglessness. Tillich also further elaborated the thesis of the God above the God of theism in his
Systematic Theology. First of all, it is not a dogmatic, but an apologetic, statement. It takes seriously the
radical doubt experienced by many people. It gives one the courage of self-affirmation even in the extreme
state of radical doubt. But something remains, namely, the seriousness of that doubt in which meaning within
meaninglessness is affirmed. The source of this affirmation of meaning within meaninglessness, of certitude
within doubt, is not the God of traditional theism but the "God above God," the power of being, which works
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through those who have no name for it, not even the name God. But such an extreme point is not a space with
which one can live. The dialectics of an extreme situation are a criterion of truth but not the basis on which a
whole structure of truth can be built. He relates courage to anxiety, anxiety being the threat of non-being and
the courage to be what we use to combat that threat. For Tillich, he outlines three types of anxiety and thus
three ways to display the courage to be. The Anxiety of Fate and Death is the most basic and universal form of
anxiety for Tillich. It relates quite simply to the recognition of our mortality. This troubles us humans. We
become anxious when we are unsure whether our actions create a causal damnation which leads to a very real
and quite unavoidable death We display courage when we cease to rely on others to tell us what will come of
us, what will happen when we die etc. Called the "courage of confidence" This anxiety afflicts our moral
self-affirmation. We as humans are responsible for our moral being, and when asked by our judge whomever
that may be what we have made of ourselves we must answer. The anxiety is produced when we realize our
being is unsatisfactory. We display courage when we first identify our sin; despair or whatever is causing us
guilt or afflicting condemnation. We then rely on the idea that we are accepted regardless. The Anxiety of
Meaninglessness and Emptiness attacks our being as a whole. We worry about the loss of an ultimate concern
or goal.
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The stated goal of Theology and Contemporary Culture is to bring these three movements into "productive mutually
critical conversation" (p. 4). David Kamitsuka's analysis is subtle and textually detailed, but the guiding themes are
helpfully straightforward.

Carmody T S Grey 1st April Essay submitted for Tijdschrift voor Theologie Essay Prize for Theology and
Contemporary Culture The relationship of theology to culture can be negotiated with reference to the concept
s of nature with which it has always been twinned in Western thought. This essay argues that the salvation of
culture from empty subjectivity is linked to the salvation of nature from mute objectivity, which is undertaken
by theology through restoring to both an intrinsic orientation to transcendence. In the dominant configuration
of culture in European thought since the Enlightenment, culture and nature were defined in relation to one
another as opposite terms. After the collapse of the mediaeval consensus, which resulted in multiple rival
configurations of meaning, thought took refuge in a new and supposedly secure objectivity of nature over
against the variable and contestable subjectivity of culture. Princeton University Press, John Hopkins
University Press, , gives a thorough account; see especially chapters God and nature have, in this sense, a
certain conceptual reciprocity. Ratzinger framed the question of belief accordingly in his classic treatment:
Ignatius, , Yale University Press, Knowability came to be coterminous in this sense with modern objectivity
as externality; that which we can rest on is that which is beyond our change, our influence: In his survey of the
formation of modern identity, Charles Taylor identifies the conscious location of the self in nature as a key
factor in the modern conception of the good: In its deliverance of apparently factual information with
normative force, science has a quasi-religious authority in the political realm. Princeton University Press, , 6ff.
The Making of the Modern Identity Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, Reeve, Science Speaks to
Power: Pinter, ; see also D. Harvard University Press, Kricher, The Balance of Nature: Religion and Nature in
the United States London: Environmental Politics and Cultural Transformation Cambridge: With these
alternatives, thought remains captured by the underlying choice between nature and culture: In the one case,
nature is cultural; in the other, culture is natural. But the terms of the opposition are still determining the
outcome. British theologian John Milbank has argued that it is on the rock of this antinomy that the modern
project to explain the human founders. University of Georgia Press, State University of New York Press,
Against Method, 4th edition London: Verso, ; The Tyranny of Science Cambridge: In fact the antinomy is
endemic to modern thought as such, insofar as it characteristically seeks a vantage point for a total account of
things. Wiley-Blackwell, , Chapter 3. But he lacks the theological resources to resolve the aporia at the most
radical level. The postmodern understanding that culture is everywhere, nature nowhere, leads not to an
elevation of culture but its dissipation in a sea of conflictual heterogeneity which is indifferent to its own
difference. In scientistic modernism, culture is fictional projection; in postmodern flux, it becomes an endless
play of difference with no purchase on the real and the true. Challenging the theology which led to such a
conception was a major project of Catholic theology in the last century. Verso, , ff. Nature cannot be grasped
in purely natural terms. The coming of God must not be, with respect to history and human action,
unprecedented and discontinuous, breaking into our merely human constructs from the outside. Georges Van
Den Abbeele Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, , and William C. Westminster John Knox Press,
For the locus classicus see Henri de Lubac, Surnaturel: Fordham, , who contests this. OUP, , Recognising the
force of the postmodern critique which exposes constructed character of the known, Milbank regards this
realisation as latent in Christian orthodoxy. Resisting a problematically modern positivity of revelation, he
argues that orthodoxy can destabilise the boundary between the human made and the non-human given , but
without courting the nihilism of endlessly proliferating conflictual narratives that postmodernism drifts into.
By claiming that the finite can be circumscribed, that there are boundaries to finitude which are the same as
the boundaries of the knowable, the Kantian outlook assumes against mediation, separating knowledge of the
finite and limited from knowledge of the infinite. Essays on a Life New York: Milbank argues that Kant is
making an illicit and typically modern claim to a total knowledge of the whole, by claiming to be able to
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identify the bounds of finitude. This exactly reverses the modern identification of the natural with the reliably
knowable, which led to an elevation of objectivity as the locus of the true. Essay on a Critique of Life and a
Science of Practice, trans. University of Notre Dame Press, For Blondel, supernatural grace is present in every
human act. Our receptivity to the supernatural thus coincides not with passivity, but with our point of greatest
creative initiative; making and receiving are here united. Eerdmans, , 63ff. The stories we tell, the
interpretations we make, the cultural objects we move among, in some uncertifiable and undemonstrable way
because the stories and cultures are inescapable and could never be assessed from outside reflect, approach, or
participate in reality itself. Every interpretive act becomes a mode of ingress of the divine. In this way the
factum becomes not the guardpost of autonomy but the opening to transcendence: There is no culture without
grace; no human action that is not intrinsically oriented to supernatural supplement. No finite act of
knowledge is circumscribable as merely finite, for grace enters into every action as a matter of paradoxically
gratuitous necessity. This overcomes the modern epistemological impasse which results from nature-culture
dualism in which realism and antirealism mirror one another. We are always situated in the middle, and
language is constantly carrying out syntheses which go beyond both the a priori and the empirically given, but
which are nevertheless necessary for understanding. Philosophy and theology need no longer seek
respectability in an alien form of rationality. Most importantly, the power 53 Milbank, Theology, The Edge of
Words: God and the Habits of Language London: An obvious concern arises here, not far in motive from the
original modern impulse to flee from culture to nature. With such an estimation of the whole of culture, how
can one escape the flux of infinite difference which results inevitably from the unmeasurable divergence
between human 60 subjectivities? For Milbank this is the locus of the necessity of Christian theology, and his
principle charge against Blondel, whose account of graced action he otherwise wholly adopts: The deciphering
of action as love, and so of culture as finally peaceful rather than conflictual, can only have this specific
narrative form in which difference is a promise of harmony. How then does this account avoid the collapse of
nature into culture for which postmodern constructivism was held accountable above? An elevation of
narration over explanation is the only resolution of the original antinomy: Ontology and Pardon London:
Routledge, , x. It is this inexplicability of nature and culture that theology alone, which is narration and not
explanation, is equipped to address; a narration which, because it accepts the paradox of origin and yet does
not constitute this paradox as a defeat for thought, can find this inexplicability to be not an arrest for knowing,
but an invitation. Nature is then simply the divine culture, and culture is nature seen not as given but as gift. In
this way human culture is a revelation of nature to itself; and at the same time, nature as gift is the form of all
our makings. The Fantasy of the Real London: Continuum, is an outstanding example. We might paraphrase
our theological reflections here by suggesting that a loss of appreciation of human making follows on the
neglect of divine making, conceived as the endlessly renewed and most intimate reality of the world itself. It is
only the recovery of the organic relatedness of divine and human making which can restore nature and culture
to each other. Tales from the Conquest of Time. Translated by Georges Van Den Abbeele. University of
Minnesota Press, Essay on a Critique of Life and a Science of Practice. Translated by Oliva Blanchette. The
Wilderness Debate Rages On: Continuing the Great New Wilderness Debate. The Great New Wilderness
Debate. Making Sense of Nature. The Emerging Field of Environmental Hermeneutics. Fordham University
Press, Science Speaks to Power: An Essay in the Hermeneutics of Nature and Culture. The Social Creation of
Nature. John Hopkins University Press, Against Method, 4th edition. The Tyranny of Science.
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Introduction The most important event which occurred during the time period of 20th century is the formation
of the second Vatican Council under the principles of the Roman Catholic Church and the theological
guidelines of the Roman Catholic beliefs. This newly conceived Vatican Council showcased itself as the
organization which is considered to be actively engaged in the different issues related to the modern world.
The immediate and most prominent alteration which was put forward by the Vatican Council was to establish
the principles which serve to guide the modern civilized society with positive perspective. On the contrary it is
to be noted that the previously formed Councils under the beliefs of the Roman Catholic Church were
embedded with more restricted and conservative views towards the orientations of the existing society. Hence
it is worthy to comment that the liberal ideologies of the Vatican Council II, was sharp contrast with the
conservative perspectives and principles of the Councils which were formed in the past. According to the
evidences obtained from various journals, it is known that during the presence of Pope Pius the text of
Syllabus of Errors which was documented in during the first Vatican Council and also the document of
Humani Generi of displayed more defensive and conservative approach towards the modernization of the
civilized society. On the other hand the newly formed principle under the II Vatican II Council represented
sharp and total reversed approach with more liberal perspectives towards the orientation of the society Baker,
Down the ages, different popular theologian like Henri de Lubac, Karl, Yves Congar, Edward Schillebeeckx
and Hans Kung reviewed the principles of the Vatican Council, whose work were considered suspicious. It is
notable to state that the remarkable and distinct variation which took place during the ear of Vatican II Council
was inclined towards the enhanced modernization of the existing civilized society and also considerable
focused on certain important social features. Among the other variations which surfaced during that time
period was the acceptance to a certain level by the Council compared to that of the strict doctrine forwarded by
the Catholic Roman Church towards the positive appraisal considering both non-Catholic Christians and the
population who had faith on the other religion than Christianity. In this way, the Vatican II Council opened
new avaenues for the conglomeration of different views from different other religions. The next major
documented variation which was known to occur was the newer approach of understanding the role of the laity
in the Catholic Church. The involvement of the Laity was associated with the active participation in he liturgy
and were also committed towards addressing the political and economic issues of the society. Apart from this,
emphasis was also giver towards the strengthening of the views which were attached with the dignity of the
human beings and the liberalization in terms of religion Hyman, According to the evidences cited from the
literature, it is revealed for many theologian, the newly conceived approach of the Council towards the greater
liberalization of the modern society was not only an important progress but also was a initiation towards a new
development. The approaches which were forwarded by the Vatican II Council also encountered numerous
criticisms as for many Catholic believers were not spiritually and emotionally prepared to accept such sudden
variation of the principles under the Catholic domain. Continued effect with answered questions: It is
prominently visible that the Council was successful in embedding certain positive perspectives although being
encountered with a vast range of social challenges and achieved some extent of unity and solidarity. Citing
various affects of the newly formed beliefs of Vatican II Council, it was seen that the Council also participated
in forming a better hospitable work ambience which was in sharp contrast with the past teachings of the
Catholic Church. Therefore, the Roman Catholic Church during the era of Vatican II Council was greatly
influenced by the liberal perspectives of the Council which forwarded a distinctive example in the history of
the Catholic Church of Rome Mos, References: Theology Today, 38 3 , pp. Irish Theology as White
Theology: A Case of Mistaken Identity. Modern Theology, 30 2 , pp. Critical Terms for Religious Studies.
Theology, , pp.
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Apr 18, In your essay consider: The significance of Vatican II and the need for Catholic theologians to
address specific issues confronting the Roman Catholic church The significance of Vatican II and the need for
Catholic theologians to address specific issues confronting the Roman Catholic church. Use your textbook and
minimum of 2 scholarly articles from the GCU eLibrary. An abstract is not required. This assignment uses a
grading rubric. Instructors will be using the rubric to grade the assignment; therefore, students should review
the rubric prior to beginning the assignment to become familiar with the assignment criteria and expectations
for successful completion of the assignment. Content is somewhat relevant, but lacks in the description of the
significance of Vatican II and the need for Catholic theologians to address specific issues confronting the
Roman Catholic church. Described in detail the significance of Vatican II and the need for Catholic
theologians to address specific issues confronting the Roman Catholic church. Thoughtfully described in detail
with examples the significance of Vatican II and the need for Catholic theologians to address specific issues
confronting the Roman Catholic church. Content is off topic with no relevant information provided. It is
descriptive and reflective of the arguments and appropriate to the purpose. The essence of the paper is
contained within the thesis. Thesis statement makes the purpose of the paper clear. The conclusion does not
support the claim made. Argument is incoherent and uses noncredible sources. Sufficient justification of
claims is lacking. Argument lacks consistent unity. There are obvious flaws in the logic. Some sources have
questionable credibility. Argument is orderly, but may have a few inconsistencies. The argument presents
minimal justification of claims. Argument logically, but not thoroughly, supports the purpose. Sources used
are credible. Introduction and conclusion bracket the thesis. Argument shows logical progression. Techniques
of argumentation are evident. There is a smooth progression of claims from introduction to conclusion. Most
sources are authoritative. Clear and convincing argument presents a persuasive claim in a distinctive and
compelling manner. All sources are authoritative. Frequent and repetitive mechanical errors distract the reader.
Some mechanical errors or typos are present, but are not overly distracting to the reader. Correct sentence
structure and audience-appropriate language are used. Prose is largely free of mechanical errors, although a
few may be present. A variety of sentence structures and effective figures of speech are used. Writer is clearly
in command of standard, written, academic English. Appropriate template is used, but some elements are
missing or mistaken. A lack of control with formatting is apparent. Appropriate template is used. Formatting is
correct, although some minor errors may be present. Appropriate template is fully used. There are virtually no
errors in formatting style. All format elements are correct. No citations are used. Reference page is present.
Citations are inconsistently used. Reference page is included and lists sources used in the paper. Sources are
appropriately documented, although some errors may be present Reference page is present and fully inclusive
of all cited sources. Documentation is appropriate and citation style is usually correct. In-text citations and a
reference page are complete and correct. The documentation of cited sources is free of error.
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The Faculty Journal of Austin Seminary , no. Students will be evaluated according to their overall grasp of the
subject matter and arguments, the clarity of explanation, the fairness and depth of analysis, and the cogency of
the arguments given in their paper. Grammar and spelling are important. For further clarification on
assessment see Grading Guidelines. See also the Writing and Submission Guidelines. Please note that a hard
copy of written assignments should be submitted to instructor at class time on due date and an electronic copy
to Synapse. Students are to analyze and evaluate the approach to Christian engagement with culture in Guder,
ed. First, briefly summarize the analysis of contemporary North American culture in MC chapters Second,
succinctly articulate the MC approach to missional engagement with culture in the areas of witness, church,
community, leadership, and structure. Third, evaluate whether you think the approach of MC to cultural
engagement is i biblical and theologically sound, and ii whether you think it would be effective in the North
American cultural context. What are its strengths and weaknesses? Give arguments and evidence for your
evaluation. This paper consists in two parts: You need not discuss every single topic and issue listed below,
but you should discuss several of the most significant from each paragraph. Make sure to include discussion of
key issues germane to each doctrine. Interact with models, tools, and strategies covered in course. Your essay
should show significant research, do not use only course texts as resources. The extent of your research should
be reflected in your bibliography. Students will be evaluated according to their overall grasp of the subject
matter, the clarity of explanation, the extent and depth of integration, the truthfulness and cogency of the
arguments given, and the quality of research demonstrated in their paper. See Writing and Submission
Guidelines. Academic Integrity and Plagiarism: Northwestern College is a Christian academic community
committed to integrity and honesty in all intellectual and academic matters. All students, faculty, and staff are
expected to follow the highest standards of honesty and ethical behavior. In addition, as members of the
campus community all students, faculty, and staff have a responsibility to help other members of the
community to demonstrate integrity in their actions. Behavior that violates academic integrity can take a
variety of forms including, but not limited to, cheating on tests, quizzes, papers, and projects; plagiarism using
unauthorized material; willful misrepresentation of evidence and arguments. I have an open door policy.
Please come by my office, preferably at office hours, if you have any questions or are having any problems
with the reading, lectures, note taking, written project, etc. Or come by for a cup of tea and chat about life.
Christianity and Culture Web Pages:
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We may study theology and religion to enrich ourselves but our study also helps us think critically about
current events and the complexities of global diversity and the human situation. TF This course will introduce
students to the principal elements of Christian theology, particularly in the Catholic tradition, including
biblical studies, historical and systematic theology, and ethics. It will address foundational theological
questions, including: CI The Bible plays a greater role in American culture than in any other Western society,
a fact demonstrated by the current debates surrounding the teaching of evolution in public schools or the
legalization of same-sex marriage. This course explores the following questions: CI In its most basic sense,
theology is talk about God. DD Examines the historical development of religious movements in America, both
mainstream and peripheral groups, and analyzes the religious perceptions by which Americans have viewed
themselves as a nation and culture, including a contemporary assessment. THRS Liturgy and the Sacraments
This course examines the nature of the liturgy and the sacraments as the forum in which the Church expresses
and forms its identity and mission in the world. The course examines the historical evolution of the seven
traditional sacraments as well as the other major rites of the Church. Finally, the course explores the
implications of the reformed liturgy for Christian life and ministry in the contemporary world. WT This course
examines the rational assessment of religious beliefs and concepts and arguments used in their support. The
course considers contemporary challenges to belief in God and the responses to these challenges. The course
emphasizes the Hindu and Buddhist traditions. The ethical, metaphysical, and epistemological aspects of each
major tradition are covered. It examines the ethics of intimate and sexual relationships in light of Christian
theological and scriptural traditions as well as reason including social and scientific sources and contemporary
human experience. THRS Introducing Christian Traditions This course examines the history of Christianity in
its theological, social and institutional dimensions, from the New Testament era to the present. This
development is studied in a variety of historical and cultural contexts, presenting through representative
figures and issues both continuity and diversity in Christian thought and life in the midst of society. BB This
course examines the fascinating stories surrounding the loss and rediscovery of significant text collections in
the history of Judaism and Christianity, for example, the Cairo Genizah, the Oxyrhynchus Papyri, the Aleppo
Codex, and the Dead Sea Scrolls. Each of these collections played a significant role in their respective
communities and their rediscovery in the modern era reveals much about contemporary scholarship in general
and particularly the impact of colonialism and orientalism in the encounter between Western scholars of
Judaism and Christianity and Middle Eastern cultures. Spring semester, alternate years. THRS Biblical
Exegesis and Research This course introduces students to both historical-critical and post-modernist methods
in academic biblical research. Students will learn the assumptions behind these methods, their usefulness to
biblical interpretation, and how to use them. CI This course explores the moral and religious dimensions of
marriage and family, with particular attention to resources within the Catholic Christian tradition. It will
address such questions as: Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow Adv. CI This course explores the nature and
mission of the Church from the early Christian communities to the present day. Special attention will be given
to the theology of the Church that emerged from the Second Vatican Council, especially the essential
communal nature of Christianity. Attention will also be given to challenges that confront the Church today,
including issues of sexuality, women in the Church, celibacy, and how the Church is called both to witness to
and to be challenged by society. CI The course will trace the development from the polytheistic religions of
the ancient Near Eastern and Mediterranean worlds and the multiple origins of ancient theological and
philosophical critiques of those beliefs which in turn led to the belief in a single deity, understood in various
ways. Careful attention will be given to the rationales used to both support and undermine long-held religious
systems along with the ongoing development in the understanding of a single supreme being. The course will
also include a field trip to the recently approved Marian apparition site in Champion, Wis. As a major focus of
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Christian life and devotion, examining the figure of Mary and the role she has played in the lives of believers
is an important part of understanding the Christian tradition. CI This course introduces students to feminist
theology as a theology of liberation, examines its foundations in feminist theory and Christian revisionist
sources and explores its contributions to the Christian, especially the Catholic, faith tradition. CI This course
examines the history of Christianity in its theological, social and institutional dimensions, from the New
Testament era to the present. CI The Hebrew Bible is an intriguing mix of unity and diversity, due mostly to
the fact that it is a composite literary collection that draws together numerous independent tales and narrative
fragments. Beyond this, in the pages of the Hebrew Bible one also finds three important relationships. First,
because the Old Testament is both ancient Near Eastern literature and a Scripture for present day Jews and
Christians, there is the relationship between the past and the present. Second, because the Hebrew Bible is the
object of scholarly study and an integral part of religious belief, there is also the relationship between the
academy and communities of faith. Third, because the Hebrew Bible, although part of the Christian Bible, was
written by non-Christians many years before the birth of Jesus and today functions as the sacred scriptures of
two distinct religious traditions, there is the relationship between Judaism and Christianity. CI This course
uncovers the untold and often troubling stories about women in the world of biblical literature. Students will
be encouraged to think honestly and courageously about their own assumptions regarding authority and
identity and participation in unjust social systems. Students will learn new methodologies to analyze gender
and sexuality in order to rethink long-held social norms. Throughout the course, students will regularly reflect
on how biblical representations impact the roles of women and men in contemporary society. CI This course
examines various possibilities for making sense of the traditional Christian belief in an omnipotent, all-loving,
providential God in light of the contemporary awareness of the immensity and tragedy of human suffering and
the growing recognition of the depth and radicalness of human freedom. CI What is the good life? What can a
person truly know? Is there justice in the world? These are some of the fundamental, universal questions of the
human condition. This course will raise these questions and look at how the biblical wisdom literature answers
them along with similar writings from elsewhere in the ancient world as well as modern literature and film. As
a result of this analysis, students will have the opportunity to construct a coherent and viable structure of
meaning for their own life journeys. Students will consider the canonical New Testament, in addition to select
non-canonical writings, and the larger question of why certain texts were canonized and others were not.
Students will develop skills in close reading of biblical texts, engagement with the traditions and contributions
of critical biblical scholarship, including the principles of Catholic biblical interpretation, and the process of
contextualizing biblical texts in the social, political, and religious environment of the Greco-Roman world. CI
The examination of the historical and contemporary relation of Jews and Christians, through a study of critical
events, comparative literature, and correlated theologies, in an analysis which recognizes both interrelated
unity and tragic antagonism. In line with Catholic teaching on the Shoah, the course strives to create a deeper
understanding of the interrelated causes of genocides in general, and the Holocaust in particular. Students
should become more aware of the relationship between religious discourse and its political and social ties, as
well as the complicity of all human beings in unjust social structures. CI This course explores the connection
between being a Christian and being a morally responsible person. It addresses foundational questions of
ethics in light of the Christian narrative, such as: It therefore focuses on three dynamic, interdependent
dimensions of morality: Some applied ethical issues will be examined. CI This course examines the
relationship between morality, happiness, and the good life by focusing on the qualities of character that are
necessary for human flourishing, especially the virtues. Special attention is given to the cardinal virtues of
prudence, justice, temperance and fortitude, as well as the theological virtues of faith, hope and charity. The
second half of the course explores the seven capital vices that are most detrimental for human well-being:
Christian Mysticism This course will involve reading mystical literature of the Christian tradition in order to
understand this important dimension of Christian theology and experience. Through extensive reading of a
wide range of primary documents across many eras, students will be able to explore this important, but often
overlooked, dimension of the Christian tradition. BB This course examines the role and contents of normative
religious texts in some of the major religions of the world e. Students will be introduced to the different ways
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that authoritative religious texts are viewed by their adherents, understand how their authority is exercised in
their respective traditions, and read a good portion of primary sources from these different traditions. Focusing
on Hinduism, Buddhism, Taoism, Confucianism, Judaism, Islam and several indigenous religions as well as
new religious movements, the course investigates and compares these traditions with special attention given to
contexts. A key component of this course involves examining the phenomenon of globalization and the issues
of diversity and interaction between traditions. Muslim and Christian Theologies in Dialogue Adv. These
figures also raise important theological issues and questions for interreligious dialogue between Muslims and
Christians. In this course, students will explore theologies of the Prophet and the Savior from within the
traditions as well as theologies that emerge between the traditions. They will also master theories of and
models for interreligious dialogue and critically consider the significance of interreligious dialogue for their
own theological self-understanding. CI In what ways is Christian, theological self-understanding informed by
encountering non-Christian religions? This course investigates both aspects of the question with particular
attention to themes such as cosmopolitanism, hybridity, pluralism and relativism. First, students examine
Christian theological resources â€” both traditional and emerging â€” for understanding religious diversity.
Secondly they explore the development, beliefs, and practices of the Hindu, Buddhist and Islamic traditions.
Students draw on the Christian theological framework to answer constructively questions about the
relationship between Christianity and these religious groups. CI This course is an introductory exploration of
the theology of prayer and the spiritual life, it explores the realm of religious faith and the various means by
which humans enter into an explicit relationship with God. Students will be exposed to the various schools of
Christian spirituality as they have arisen in the history of the Christian community. In addition, class sessions
will be devoted to discussing the relationships of spirituality with the human condition. It will examine
developments in Catholic theologies of God, Christ, the Church, the sacraments and especially the
fundamental elements of Catholic morality. CI This course identifies the central distinguishing characteristics
of the Catholic intellectual tradition. It examines the impact of the tradition in art, literature, philosophy and
science. Finally, the course entails a critical appraisal of the distinctiveness of the Catholic intellectual
tradition and an evaluation of its unique accomplishments and shortcomings. THRS Special Topics This
course is an in-depth study of one or more major issues confronting contemporary religion. Students are
challenged to make concrete applications of the role of theology and religious practice in issues of the early
21st century and to evaluate the impact of the heritage and tradition on their own thinking and on society in
general. Topics will change from semester to semester but may include such issues as the Holocaust, nuclear
weapons, abortion, racism and church-state relations. It attends to foundational questions of ethics in light of
the Christian narrative, such as: What kind of people should we be? What should we do? What sort of
communities should we construct? THRS Advanced Seminar This course offers senior theology and religious
studies majors and minors the opportunity to engage in a research project on a special topic, theme or
theologian. THRS Independent Study 2 or 4 credits A course allowing staff and students to explore together
topics of special interest. Students are placed in the local community. In addition to regular weekly service,
students are required to meet each week in a supervised class with an instructor from the Theology and
Religious Studies faculty. In those meetings, students explore the bases of practical theology, as that science
reflects on the pastoral experience.
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In this volume, Barron sets forth a thoroughgoing vision for an evangelical catholic theology that is steeped in
the tradition and engaged with the contemporary world. Striking a balance between academic rigor and
accessibility, the book covers issues of perennial interest in the twenty-first-century church: Topics include the
doctrine of God, Catholic theology, philosophy, liturgy, and evangelizing the culture. This work will be of
special interest to readers concerned about the so-called "new atheism. Doctrine of God 1. The Metaphysics of
Coinherence: A Mediation on the Essence of the Christian Message 4. The Trinity on Display in the Economy
of Salvation: An Irenaean Meditation Part 2: Theology and Philosophy 5. Reflections on the Catholic
Intellectual Tradition 6. A Tale of Two Cardinals: John Henry Newman among the Postmoderns 8. Biblical
Interpretation and Theology: Liturgy and Eucharist 9. A New Evangelization Announcing the Lordship of
Jesus Christ: The Evangelical Task within Contemporary Culture From Correlation to Assimilation: Robert
Barron is as a spokesman for the integrity and beauty of the Christian faith. He combines theological learning
and depth with a remarkable gift for knowing what needs to be said--and how to say it. In this new and
perilous situation, we have no more honest and reliable guide than Fr. He shows us how to remember and
teach the truths about God and ourselves that our culture once knew but is now trying to forget--and trying to
tempt the Church also to forget. It is hard to name the audience for this book because it extends way beyond
the world of academic theology but sits comfortably within it. Exploring Catholic Theology could be read for
pleasure and for profit by undergraduate students, professors, pastors, and lay parish leaders. Robert Barron is
recreating apologetics at a more imaginative and challenging level. Everyone who meditates on this book will
discover something new about how to witness to the truth of Christianity in a postmodern culture. Robert
Barron models the kind of pastoral theology and ressourcement envisioned by Vatican II. His is a theology
founded on Scripture, tradition, and liturgy--but with windows open onto the world, engaging pop culture and
high culture, politics and poetics, evangelicals and postmoderns, the new atheism and the old. Highly
recommended, especially for pastors, scholars, teachers, and seminarians. He founded Word on Fire, a
Catholic ministry of evangelism, and previously served as rector of Mundelein Seminary and president of the
University of Saint The essays are enjoyable to read and, suitable for students and scholars alike, offer
valuable insights into the development of Christian thought and the Catholic tradition from one of its most
gifted minds and honored champions today. While it is relatively short for a theological work, its shortage of
breadth is compensated in the depth and readability of these essays.
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