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Congress established the Commissioners of Claims, or Southern Claims Commission, on March 3, , to review and make
recommendations to the House of Representatives concerning the claims of Southern Loyalists who had often
involuntarily "furnished stores and supplies for the use of the U.S.

December 5, To the Senate and House of Representatives: In submitting my eighth and last annual message to
Congress it seems proper that I should refer to and in some degree recapitulate the events and official acts of
the past eight years. It was my fortune, or misfortune, to be called to the office of Chief Executive without any
previous political training. From the age of 17 I had never even witnessed the excitement attending a
Presidential campaign but twice antecedent to my own candidacy, and at but one of them was I eligible as a
voter. Under such circumstances it is but reasonable to suppose that errors of judgment must have occurred.
Even had they not, differences of opinion between the Executive, bound by an oath to the strict performance
of his duties, and writers and debaters must have arisen. It is not necessarily evidence of blunder on the part of
the Executive because there are these differences of views. Mistakes have been made, as all can see and I
admit, but it seems to me oftener in the selections made of the assistants appointed to aid in carrying out the
various duties of administering the Governmentâ€”in nearly every case selected without a personal
acquaintance with the appointee, but upon recommendations of the representatives chosen directly by the
people. It is impossible, where so many trusts are to be allotted, that the right parties should be chosen in every
instance. History shows that no Administration from the time of Washington to the present has been free from
these mistakes. But I leave comparisons to history, claiming only that I have acted in every instance from a
conscientious desire to do what was right, constitutional, within the law, and for the very best interests of the
whole people. Failures have been errors of judgment, not of intent. My civil career commenced, too, at a most
critical and difficult time. Less than four years before, the country had emerged from a conflict such as no
other nation had ever survived. The latter committed errors of judgment, but they maintained them openly and
courageously; the former received the protection of the Government they would see destroyed, and reaped all
the pecuniary advantage to be gained out of the then existing state of affairs, many of them by obtaining
contracts and by swindling the Government in the delivery of their goods. Immediately on the cessation of
hostilities the then noble President, who had carried the country so far through its perils, fell a martyr to his
patriotism at the hands of an assassin. Reconstruction, as finally agreed upon, means this and only this, except
that the late slave was enfranchised, giving an increase, as was supposed, to the Union-loving and
Union-supporting votes. If free in the full sense of the word, they would not disappoint this expectation. Hence
at the beginning of my first Administration the work of reconstruction, much embarrassed by the long delay,
virtually commenced. It was the work of the legislative branch of the Government. My province was wholly in
approving their acts, which I did most heartily, urging the legislatures of States that had not yet done so to
ratify the fifteenth amendment to the Constitution. The country was laboring under an enormous debt,
contracted in the suppression of rebellion, and taxation was so oppressive as to discourage production.
Another danger also threatened usâ€”a foreign war. The last difficulty had to be adjusted and was adjusted
without a war and in a manner highly honorable to all parties concerned. It is confidently believed that the
balance of trade in favor of the United States will increase, not diminish, and that the pledge of Congress to
resume specie payments in will be easily accomplished, even in the absence of much-desired further
legislation on the subject. A policy has been adopted toward the Indian tribes inhabiting a large portion of the
territory of the United States which has been humane and has substantially ended Indian hostilities in the
whole land except in a portion of Nebraska, and Dakota, Wyoming, and Montana Territoriesâ€”the Black
Hills region and approaches thereto. Hostilities there have grown out of the avarice of the white man, who has
violated our treaty stipulations in his search for gold. The question might be asked why the Government has
not enforced obedience to the terms of the treaty prohibiting the occupation of the Black Hills region by
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whites. The answer is simple: The first immigrants to the Black Hills were removed by troops, but rumors of
rich discoveries of gold took into that region increased numbers. Gold has actually been found in paying
quantity, and an effort to remove the miners would only result in the desertion of the bulk of the troops that
might be sent there to remove them. All difficulty in this matter has, however, been removedâ€”subject to the
approval of Congressâ€”by a treaty ceding the Black Hills and approaches to settlement by citizens. The
subject of Indian policy and treatment is so fully set forth by the Secretary of the Interior and the
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and my views so fully expressed therein, that I refer to their reports and
recommendations as my own. The relations of the United States with foreign powers continue on a friendly
footing. Questions have arisen from time to time in the foreign relations of the Government, but the United
States have been happily free during the past year from the complications and embarrassments which have
surrounded some of the foreign powers. The diplomatic correspondence submitted herewith contains
information as to certain of the matters which have occupied the Government. The cordiality which attends
our relations with the powers of the earth has been plainly shown by the general participation of foreign
nations in the exhibition which has just closed and by the exertions made by distant powers to show their
interest in and friendly feelings toward the United States in the commemoration of the centennial of the nation.
The Government and people of the United States have not only fully appreciated this exhibition of kindly
feeling, but it may be justly and fairly expected that no small benefits will result both to ourselves and other
nations from a better acquaintance, and a better appreciation of our mutual advantages and mutual wants.
Congress at its last session saw fit to reduce the amount usually appropriated for foreign intercourse by
withholding appropriations for representatives of the United States in certain foreign countries and for certain
consular officers, and by reducing the amounts usually appropriated for certain other diplomatic posts, and
thus necessitating a change in the grade of the representatives. While thoroughly impressed with the wisdom
of sound economy in the foreign service, as in other branches of the Government, I can not escape the
conclusion that in some instances the withholding of appropriations will prove an expensive economy, and
that the small retrenchment secured by a change of grade in certain diplomatic posts is not an adequate
consideration for the loss of influence and importance which will attend our foreign representatives under this
reduction. I am of the opinion that a reexamination of the subject will cause a change in some instances in the
conclusions reached on these subjects at the last session of Congress. The Court of Commissioners of
Alabama Claims, whose functions were continued by an act of the last session of Congress until the 1st day of
January, , has carried on its labors with diligence and general satisfaction. By a report from the clerk of the
court, transmitted herewith, bearing date November 14, , it appears that within the time now allowed by law
the court will have disposed of all the claims presented for adjudication. This report also contains a statement
of the general results of the labors of the court to the date thereof. It is a cause of satisfaction that the method
adopted for the satisfaction of the classes of claims submitted to the court, which are of long standing and
justly entitled to early consideration, should have proved successful and acceptable. It is with satisfaction that
I am enabled to state that the work of the joint commission for determining the boundary line between the
United States and British possessions from the northwest angle of the Lake of the Woods to the Rocky
Mountains, commenced in , has been completed. The final agreements of the commissioners, with the maps,
have been duly signed, and the work of the commission is complete. The fixing of the boundary upon the
Pacific coast by the protocol of March 10, , pursuant to the award of the Emperor of Germany by Article
XXXIV of the treaty of Washington, with the termination of the work of this commission, adjusts and fixes
the entire boundary between the United States and the British possessions, except as to the portion of territory
ceded by Russia to the United States under the treaty of The work intrusted to the commissioner and the
officers of the Army attached to the commission has been well and satisfactorily performed. The official report
of the commissioner on the part of the United States, with the report of the chief astronomer of the United
States, will be submitted to Congress within a short time. I reserve for a separate communication to Congress a
statement of the condition of the questions which lately arose with Great Britain respecting the surrender of
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fugitive criminals under the treaty of The Ottoman Government gave notice, under date of January 15, , of its
desire to terminate the treaty of , concerning commerce and navigation, pursuant to the provisions of the
twenty-second article thereof. Under this notice the treaty terminated upon the 5th day of June, That
Government has invited negotiations toward the conclusion of a new treaty. By the act of Congress of March
23, , the President was authorized, when he should receive satisfactory information that the Ottoman
Government or that of Egypt had organized new tribunals likely to secure to citizens of the United States the
same impartial justice enjoyed under the exercise of judicial functions by diplomatic and consular officers of
the United States, to suspend the operation of the act of June 22, , and to accept for citizens of the United
States the jurisdiction of the new tribunals. Satisfactory information having been received of the organization
of such new tribunals in Egypt, I caused a proclamation to be issued upon the 27th of March last, suspending
the operation of the act of June 22, , in Egypt, according to the provisions of the act. A copy of the
proclamation accompanies this message. The United States has united with the other powers in the
organization of these courts. It is hoped that the jurisdictional questions which have arisen may be readily
adjusted, and that this advance in judicial reform may be hindered by no obstacles. The necessary legislation
to carry into effect the convention respecting commercial reciprocity concluded with the Hawaiian Islands in
having been had, the proclamation to carry into effect the convention, as provided by the act approved August
15, , was duly issued upon the 9th day of September last. A copy thereof accompanies this message. The
commotions which have been prevalent in Mexico for some time past, and which, unhappily, seem to be not
yet wholly quieted, have led to complaints of citizens of the United States of injuries by persons in authority.
It is hoped, however, that these will ultimately be adjusted to the satisfaction of both Governments. The
frontier of the United States in that quarter has not been exempt from acts of violence by citizens of one
Republic on those of the other. The frequency of these is supposed to be increased and their adjustment made
more difficult by the considerable changes in the course of the lower part of the Rio Grande River, which river
is a part of the boundary between the two countries. These changes have placed on either side of that river
portions of land which by existing conventions belong to the jurisdiction of the Government on the opposite
side of the river. The subject of adjustment of this cause of difficulty is under consideration between the two
Republics. The Government of the United States of Colombia has paid the award in the case of the steamer
Montijo, seized by authorities of that Government some years since, and the amount has been transferred to
the claimants. It is with satisfaction that I am able to announce that the joint commission for the adjustment of
claims between the United States and Mexico under the convention of , the duration of which has been several
times extended, has brought its labors to a close. From the report of the agent of the United States, which
accompanies the papers transmitted herewith, it will be seen that within the time limited by the commission 1,
claims on the part of citizens of the United States against Mexico were referred to the commission. Within the
same period claims on the part of citizens of the Mexican Republic against the United States were referred to
the commission. By the terms of the convention the amount of these awards is to be deducted from the amount
awarded in favor of our citizens against Mexico, and the balance only to be paid by Mexico to the United
States, leaving the United States to make provision for this proportion of the awards in favor of its Own
citizens. I invite your attention to the legislation which will be necessary to provide for the payment. In this
connection I am pleased to be able to express the acknowledgments due to Sir Edward Thornton, the umpire of
the commission, who has given to the consideration of the large number of claims submitted to him much
time, unwearied patience, and that firmness and intelligence which are well known to belong to the
accomplished representative of Great Britain, and which are likewise recognized by the representative in this
country of the Republic of Mexico. Monthly payments of a very small part of the amount due by the
Government of Venezuela to citizens of the United States on account of claims of the latter against that
Government continue to be made with reasonable punctuality. That Government has proposed to change the
system which it has hitherto pursued in this respect by issuing bonds for part of the amount of the several
claims. The proposition, however, could not, it is supposed, properly be accepted, at least without the consent
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of the holders of certificates of the indebtedness of Venezuela. These are so much dispersed that it would be
difficult, if not impossible, to ascertain their disposition on the subject. In former messages I have called the
attention of Congress to the necessity of legislation with regard to fraudulent naturalization and to the subject
of expatriation and the election of nationality. The numbers of persons of foreign birth seeking a home in the
United States, the ease and facility with which the honest emigrant may, after the lapse of a reasonable time,
become possessed of all the privileges of citizenship of the United States, and the frequent occasions which
induce such adopted citizens to return to the country of their birth render the subject of naturalization and the
safeguards which experience has proved necessary for the protection of the honest naturalized citizen of
paramount importance. The very simplicity in the requirements of law on this question affords opportunity for
fraud, and the want of uniformity in the proceedings and records of the various courts and in the forms of the
certificates of naturalization issued affords a constant source of difficulty. I suggest no additional requirements
to the acquisition of citizenship beyond those now existing, but I invite the earnest attention of Congress to the
necessity and wisdom of some provisions regarding uniformity in the records and certificates, and providing
against the frauds which frequently take place and for the vacating of a record of naturalization obtained in
fraud. These provisions are needed in aid and for the protection of the honest citizen of foreign birth, and for
the want of which he is made to suffer not infrequently. The United States has insisted upon the right of
expatriation, and has obtained, after a long struggle, an admission of the principle contended for by
acquiescence therein on the part of many foreign powers and by the conclusion of treaties on that subject. It is,
however, but justice to the government to which such naturalized citizens have formerly owed allegiance, as
well as to the United States, that certain fixed and definite rules should be adopted governing such cases and
providing how expatriation may be accomplished. While emigrants in large numbers become citizens of the
United States, it is also true that persons, both native born and naturalized, once citizens of the United States,
either by formal acts or as the effect of a series of facts and circumstances, abandon their citizenship and cease
to be entitled to the protection of the United States, but continue on convenient occasions to assert a claim to
protection in the absence of provisions on these questions. And in this connection I again invite your attention
to the necessity of legislation concerning the marriages of American citizens contracted abroad, and
concerning the status of American women who may marry foreigners and of children born of American
parents in a foreign country. The delicate and complicated questions continually occurring with reference to
naturalization, expatriation, and the status of such persons as I have above referred to induce me to earnestly
direct your attention again to these subjects. In like manner I repeat my recommendation that some means be
provided for the hearing and determination of the just and subsisting claims of aliens upon the Government of
the United States within a reasonable limitation, and of such as may hereafter arise. While by existing
provisions of law the Court of Claims may in certain cases be resorted to by an alien claimant, the absence of
any general provisions governing all such cases and the want of a tribunal skilled in the disposition of such
cases upon recognized fixed and settled principles, either provides no remedy in many deserving cases or
compels a consideration of such claims by Congress or the executive department of the Government. It is
believed that other governments are in advance of the United States upon this question, and that the practice
now adopted is entirely unsatisfactory. Congress, by an act approved the 3d day of March, , authorized the
inhabitants of the Territory of Colorado to form a State government, with the name of the State of Colorado,
and therein provided for the admission of said State, when formed, into the Union upon an equal footing with
the original States. A constitution having been adopted and ratified by the people of that State, and the acting
governor having certified to me the facts as provided by said act, together with a copy of such constitution and
ordinances as provided for in the said act, and the provisions of the said act of Congress having been duly
complied with, I issued a proclamation upon the 1st of August, , a copy of which is hereto annexed. The report
of the Secretary of War shows that the Army has been actively employed during the year in subduing, at the
request of the Indian Bureau, certain wild bands of the Sioux Indian Nation and in preserving the peace at the
South during the election. These are now under consideration, and their report is progressing. I am advised,
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though, by the president of the commission that it will be impracticable to comply with the clause of the act
requiring the report to be presented, through me, to Congress on the first day of this session, as there has not
yet been time for that mature deliberation which the importance of the subject demands. Therefore I ask that
the time of making the report be extended to the 29th day of January, In accordance with the resolution of
August 15, , the Army regulations prepared under the act of March 1, , have not been promulgated, but are
held until after the report of the above-mentioned commission shall have been received and acted on. By the
act of August 15, , the cavalry force of the Army was increased by 2, men, with the proviso that they should be
discharged on the expiration of hostilities.
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claims submitted to the Commissioners of Claims (known as the Southern Claims Commission) from the State of
Alabama, These records are part of Record Group , Records of the Accounting.

Article 1[ edit ] The parties shall permanently terminate hostilities between themselves. Each party shall
refrain from the threat or use of force against the other. The parties shall respect and fully implement the
provisions of the Agreement on Cessation of Hostilities. Article 2[ edit ] In fulfilling their obligations under
international humanitarian law, including the Geneva Conventions relative to the protection of victims of
armed conflict " Geneva Conventions" , and in cooperation with the International Committee of the Red
Cross, the parties shall without delay, release and repatriate all prisoners of war. In fulfilling their obligations
under international humanitarian law, including the Geneva Conventions, and in cooperation with the
International Committee of the Red Cross, the parties shall without delay, release and repatriate or return to
their last place of residence all other persons detained as a result of the armed conflict. Article 3[ edit ] In
order to determine the origins of the conflict, an investigation will be carried out on the incidents of 6 May and
on any other incident prior to that date which could have contributed to a misunderstanding between the
parties regarding their common border, including the incidents of July and August The investigation will be
carried out by an independent, impartial body appointed by the Secretary General of the OAU, in consultation
with the Secretary General of the United Nations and the two parties. The independent body will endeavor to
submit its report to the Secretary General of the OAU in a timely fashion. The parties shall cooperate fully
with the independent body. The Secretary General of the OAU will communicate a copy of the report to each
of the two parties, which shall consider it in accordance with the letter and spirit of the Framework Agreement
and the Modalities. The parties agree that a neutral Boundary Commission composed of five members shall be
established with a mandate to delimit and demarcate the colonial treaty border based on pertinent colonial
treaties , and and applicable international law. The Commission shall not have the power to make decisions ex
aequo et bono. The Commission shall be located in the Hague. Each party shall, by written notice to the
United Nations Secretary General, appoint two commissioners within 45 days from the effective date of this
agreement, neither of whom shall be nationals or permanent residents of the party making the appointment. In
the event that a party fails to name one or both of its party-appointed commissioners within the specified time,
the Secretary-General of the United Nations shall make the appointment. The president of the Commission
shall be selected by the party-appointed commissioners or, failing their agreement within 30 days of the date
of appointment of the latest party-appointed commissioner, by the Secretary-General of the United Nations
after consultation with the parties. The president shall be neither a national nor permanent resident of either
party. In the event of the death or resignation of a commissioner in the course of the proceedings, a substitute
commissioner shall be appointed or chosen pursuant to the procedure set forth in this paragraph that was
applicable to the appointment or choice of the commissioner being replaced. The UN Cartographer shall serve
as Secretary to the Commission and undertake such tasks as assigned to him by the Commission, making use
of the technical expertise of the UN Cartographic Unit. The Commission may also engage the services of
additional experts as it deems necessary. Within 45 days after the effective date of this Agreement, each party
shall provide to the Secretary its claims and evidence relevant to the mandate of the Commission. These shall
be provided to the other party by the Secretary. After reviewing such evidence and within 45 days of its
receipt, the Secretary shall subsequently transmit to the Commission and the parties any materials relevant to
the mandate of the Commission as well as his findings identifying those portions of the border as to which
there appears to be no dispute between the parties. The Secretary shall also transmit to the Commission all the
evidence presented by the parties. With regard to those portions of the border about which there appears to be
controversy, as well as any portions of the border identified pursuant to paragraph 9 with respect to which
either party believes there to be controversy, the parties shall present their written and oral submissions and
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any additional evidence directly to the Commission, in accordance with its procedures. All decisions of the
Commission shall be made by a majority of the commissioners. The Commission shall commence its work not
more than 15 days after it is constituted and shall endeavor to make its decision concerning delimitation of the
border within six months of its first meeting. The Commission shall take this objective into consideration
when establishing its schedule. At its discretion, the Commission may extend this deadline. Upon reaching a
final decision regarding delimitation of the borders, the Commission shall transmit its decision to the parties
and Secretaries General of the OAU and the United Nations for publication, and the Commission shall arrange
for expeditious demarcation. The parties agree to cooperate with the Commission, its experts and other staff in
all respects during the process of delimitation and demarcation, including the facilitation of access to territory
they control. Each party shall accord to the Commission and its employees the same privileges and immunities
as are accorded to diplomatic agents under the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations. The parties agree
that the delimitation and demarcation determinations of the Commission shall be final and binding. Each party
shall respect the border so determined, as well as the territorial integrity and sovereignty of the other party.
Recognizing that the results of the delimitation and demarcation process are not yet known, the parties request
the United Nations to facilitate resolution of problems which may arise due to the transfer of territorial control,
including the consequences for individuals residing in previously disputed territory. The expenses of the
Commission shall be borne equally by the two parties. To defray its expenses, the Commission may accept
donations from the United Nations Trust Fund established under paragraph 8 of Security Council Resolution
of 26 June Article 5[ edit ] Consistent with the Framework Agreement, in which the parties commit
themselves to addressing the negative socio-economic impact of the crisis on the civilian population, including
the impact on those persons who have been deported, a neutral Claims Commission shall be established. The
mandate of the Commission is to decide through binding arbitration all claims for loss, damage or injury by
one Government against the other, and by nationals including both natural and juridical persons of one party
against the Government of the other party or entities owned or controlled by the other party that are a related
to the conflict that was the subject of the Framework Agreement, the Modalities for its Implementation and the
Cessation of Hostilities Agreement, and b result from violations of international humanitarian law, including
the Geneva Conventions, or other violations of international law. The Commission shall not hear claims
arising from the cost of military operations, preparing for military operations, or the use of force, except to the
extent that such claims involve violations of international humanitarian law. The Commission shall consist of
five arbitrators. Each party shall, by written notice to the United Nations Secretary General, appoint two
members within 45 days from the effective date of this agreement, neither of whom shall be nationals or
permanent residents of the party making the appointment. In the event that a party fails to name one or both of
its party-appointed arbitrators within the specified time, the Secretary-General of the United Nations shall
make the appointment. The president of the Commission shall be selected by the party-appointed arbitrators
or, failing their agreement within 30 days of the date of appointment of the latest party-appointed arbitrator, by
the Secretary-General of the United Nations after consultation with the parties. In the event of the death or
resignation of a member of the Commission in the course of the proceedings, a substitute member shall be
appointed or chosen pursuant to the procedure set forth in this paragraph that was applicable to the
appointment or choice of the arbitrator being replaced. The Commission shall be located in The Hague. At its
discretion it may hold hearings and conduct investigations in the territory of either party, or at such other
location as it deems expedient. The Commission shall be empowered to employ such professional,
administrative and clerical staff as it deems necessary to accomplish its work, including establishment of a
Registry. The Commission may also retain consultants and experts to facilitate the expeditious completion of
its work. Claims shall be submitted to the Commission by each of the parties on its own behalf and on behalf
of its nationals, including both natural and juridical persons. All claims submitted to the Commission must be
filed no later than one year from the effective date of this agreement. Except for claims submitted to another
mutually agreed settlement mechanism in accordance with paragraph 17 or filed in another forum prior to the
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effective date of this agreement, the Commission shall be the sole forum for adjudicating claims described in
paragraph 1 or filed under paragraph 9 of this Article, and any such claims which could have been and not
submitted by that deadline shall be extinguished, in accordance with international law. In appropriate cases,
each party may file claims on behalf of persons of Eritreans or Ethiopian origin who may not be its nationals.
In order to facilitate the expeditious resolution of these disputes, the Commission shall be authorized to adopt
such methods of efficient case management and mass claims processing as it deems appropriate, such as
expedited procedures for processing claims and checking claims on a sample basis for further verification only
if circumstances warrant. Upon application of either of the parties, the Commission may decide to consider
specific claims, or categories of claims, on a priority basis. The Commission shall commence its work not
more than 15 days after it is constituted and shall endeavor to complete its work within three years of the date
when the period for filing claims closes pursuant to paragraph 8. In considering claims, the Commission shall
apply relevant rules of international law. Interest, costs and fees may be awarded. The expenses of the
Commission shall be borne equally by the parties. Each party shall pay any invoice from the Commission
within 30 days of its receipt. The parties may agree at any time to settle outstanding claims, individually or by
categories, through direct negotiation or by reference to another mutually agreed settlement mechanism.
Decisions and awards of the Commission shall be final and binding. The parties agree to honor all decisions
and to pay any monetary awards rendered against them promptly. Each party shall accord to members of the
Commission and its employees the privileges and immunities that are accorded to diplomatic agents under the
Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations. Article 6[ edit ] This agreement shall enter into force on the date
of signature.
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Report of Robert S. Hale, Esq., agent and counsel of the United States before the Commission on Claims of citizens of
the United States against Great Britain and of subjects of Her Britannic Majesty against the United States, under the
twelfth article of the treaty of 8 th May, , between the United States and Great Britain.

Moreover, SCC claims can also reveal the arbitrary discriminatory nature with which Union commissioners
often acted even against those clearly neutral during the war. Three versions of the interrogatories were used
by commissioners and their specially-appointed assistance who traveled to those states and areas too distant
from D. C for a claimant to conveniently leave, to be asked of claimants and their witnesses. Lawyers were
hired to prepare the numerous documents, including affidavits, and other evidentiary items such as receipts
given by Union officers to individuals who relinquished goods to the troops at the time of their confiscation.
Numerous farmers, shopkeepers, and horse owners in the early s who were unfortunate enough to be in the
neighborhood of a passing Union army had goods, animals, and crops seized; in fact, there are many reports of
people having their crops taken by armies, a few days or weeks or months apart. Were there political motives
behind the creation of the SCC? Northern Republicans had long hoped that Southern Unionists would join the
Republican Party, and they hoped to cement that allegiance as the former Confederate states returned to full
representation in Congress. The SCC was decommissioned in Begin with the first article Item No. The
witness should be required to detail the facts as to each item, when the items were taken at different times; but
if all, or more than one, were taken at the same time, that fact should appear, and then a repetition of the
circumstances is needless. Claimants must bear in mind that a neglect to observe these directions works to the
prejudice of the claimant, and may defeat the claim. Reynolds, who arrived ahead of his men to rouse William
from slumber to ask where, on his farm, the best campground might be. But any Confederate allegiance he
may have harbored, went completely undetected by close friends and neighbors. His closest neighbor, feed
merchant, Abraham Hazen with whom he spoke often, for example, was also deposed by Commissioners.
Colvin regarded me as a Union man. Colvin was the only man of southern birth that I dare express my
opinions to without fear of being reported to the rebels. His cause of death is unknown. They remained on the
farm for moths, no doubt making a horrendous mess with latrines, fires, debris, tenting, etc. At times,
according to William, the removal of the fence was done with grotesque efficiency. I saw them at different
times, hauling my rails in their wagons to different camps. Several times â€” without an officer present â€” an
armed soldier simply entered a grazing field, shot the unsuspecting animal, then either butchered it on the spot
or drove it to a camp where it was butchered. Aghast, William complained and received not an apology, but a
receipt. After the sheep were removed, next came the draft animals. One horse and two colts were taken.
William identified the culprits as: I saw the soldiers take the horse and colts. There were some eight or ten
soldiers. And one of the soldiers told her if she did not let the horse go he would run his saber through her. I
was present within ten feet. Several were left to rot where they were slain. They went to feed Union artillery
horses. Those tracks ran near his land, some yards west, but Confederates had destroyed them along with the
Cedar Run Bridge they ran across. In August of , a quartermaster showed up with two three-mule teams and
wagons to cart off some 5, pounds of hay that William had stocked. Soon thereafter, a second quartermaster
arrived with another two teams of Union mules and wagons and commenced to load his cargo and continued
to do so over the course of trips. When the third quartermaster showed up, William was no longer able to
discern how much hay had been depleted. Eventually William received a receipt for a mere 1, pounds of hay.
It had two floors tongued and grooved. It had three rooms lathed and plastered. It had a [â€”? I saw the
soldiers. By the time he filed his claim, ten years later, it was worth only two-thirds that value. His entire
claim was disallowed because it was felt William was sympathetic to the Confederacy. William died fourteen
years later on February 20, at the age of He was laid to rest next to his wife Maria F. Moreover, because these
are preserved first-hand accounts of those effected, a clear record is available of both their perspective on the
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conflict itself as well as the state of their subsistence farms. For the comparative value analysis, see, www.
The claim in its entirety consists of 65 pages of sworn testimony and related documents. Rebels had also
destroyed the Walnut Creek bridge, which Union forces also needed to rebuild. National Parks Service,
Soldiers and Sailors database. Various accounts consistently describe the 43rd as a raiding party working
behind enemy lines using protoguerrilla tactics to disrupt Union communications and supply lines in Virginia
from the rear in Fauquier and neighboring counties. By and large the companies were composed of teenaged
recruits.
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Chapter 4 : Ulysses S. Grant â€“ State Of The Union Address
The U.S. Congressional Serial Set, an ongoing government publication of House and Senate reports issued since ,
contains the principal published indexes for congressional private claims. Serial Set volumes that cover House claims
from the Accompanying Papers File include No. (32nd to 41st Congresses), No. (42nd to 46th Congresses.

Constitutional Convention United States Prior to the ratification and implementation of the United States
Constitution , the thirteen sovereign states followed the Articles of Confederation , created by the Second
Continental Congress and ratified in However, the national government that operated under the Articles of
Confederation was too weak to adequately regulate the various conflicts that arose between the states.
Although the Convention was purportedly intended only to revise the Articles, the intention of many of its
proponents, chief among them James Madison of Virginia and Alexander Hamilton of New York , was to
create a new government rather than fix the existing one. The convention convened in the Pennsylvania State
House , and George Washington of Virginia was unanimously elected as president of the convention. Thomas
Jefferson , who was Minister to France during the convention, characterized the delegates as an assembly of
"demi-gods. Madison, then an opponent of a Bill of Rights, later explained the vote by calling the state bills of
rights "parchment barriers" that offered only an illusion of protection against tyranny. Stewart characterizes
the omission of a Bill of Rights in the original Constitution as "a political blunder of the first magnitude" [11]
while historian Jack N. Rakove calls it "the one serious miscalculation the framers made as they looked ahead
to the struggle over ratification". Thirteen delegates left before it was completed, and three who remained at
the convention until the end refused to sign it: Mason, Gerry, and Edmund Randolph of Virginia. Following
the Philadelphia Convention, some leading revolutionary figures such as Patrick Henry , Samuel Adams , and
Richard Henry Lee publicly opposed the new frame of government, a position known as "Anti-Federalism".
Jefferson wrote to Madison advocating a Bill of Rights: If we cannot secure all our rights, let us secure what
we can. If every thing which is not given is reserved, what propriety is there in these exceptions? Does this
Constitution any where grant the power of suspending the habeas corpus, to make ex post facto laws, pass bills
of attainder, or grant titles of nobility? It certainly does not in express terms. The only answer that can be
given is, that these are implied in the general powers granted. With equal truth it may be said, that all the
powers which the bills of rights guard against the abuse of, are contained or implied in the general ones
granted by this Constitution. Ought not a government, vested with such extensive and indefinite authority, to
have been restricted by a declaration of rights? So clear a point is this, that I cannot help suspecting that
persons who attempt to persuade people that such reservations were less necessary under this Constitution
than under those of the States, are wilfully endeavoring to deceive, and to lead you into an absolute state of
vassalage. In response, Hamilton argued that the Constitution was inherently different: Bills of rights are in
their origin, stipulations between kings and their subjects, abridgments of prerogative in favor of privilege,
reservations of rights not surrendered to the prince. Library of Congress In December and January , five
statesâ€”Delaware, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Georgia, and Connecticutâ€”ratified the Constitution with
relative ease, though the bitter minority report of the Pennsylvania opposition was widely circulated. They
began to take exception to the Constitution "as it was," seeking amendments. Several conventions saw
supporters for "amendments before" shift to a position of "amendments after" for the sake of staying in the
Union. The New York Anti-Federalist "circular letter" was sent to each state legislature proposing a second
constitutional convention for "amendments before", but it failed in the state legislatures. Ultimately, only
North Carolina and Rhode Island waited for amendments from Congress before ratifying. The new
Constitution would become operational when ratified by at least nine states. Only then would it replace the
existing government under the Articles of Confederation and would apply only to those states that ratified it.
Following contentious battles in several states, the proposed Constitution reached that nine-state ratification
plateau in June On September 13, , the Articles of Confederation Congress certified that the new Constitution
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had been ratified by more than enough states for the new system to be implemented and directed the new
government to meet in New York City on the first Wednesday in March the following year. The Senate of
eleven states contained 20 Federalists with only two Anti-Federalists, both from Virginia. The House included
48 Federalists to 11 Anti-Federalists, the latter of whom were from only four states: By taking the initiative to
propose amendments himself through the Congress, he hoped to preempt a second constitutional convention
that might, it was feared, undo the difficult compromises of , and open the entire Constitution to
reconsideration, thus risking the dissolution of the new federal government. Writing to Jefferson, he stated,
"The friends of the Constitution, some from an approbation of particular amendments, others from a spirit of
conciliation, are generally agreed that the System should be revised. But they wish the revisal to be carried no
farther than to supply additional guards for liberty. He urged the legislators, whilst you carefully avoid every
alteration which might endanger the benefits of an united and effective government, or which ought to await
the future lessons of experience; a reverence for the characteristic rights of freemen, and a regard for public
harmony, will sufficiently influence your deliberations on the question, how far the former can be impregnably
fortified or the latter be safely and advantageously promoted. Among his proposals was one that would have
added introductory language stressing natural rights to the preamble. Several sought to protect individual
personal rights by limiting various Constitutional powers of Congress. Like Washington, Madison urged
Congress to keep the revision to the Constitution "a moderate one", limited to protecting individual rights. The
English Magna Carta of inspired the right to petition and to trial by jury , for example, while the English Bill
of Rights of provided an early precedent for the right to keep and bear arms although this applied only to
Protestants and prohibited cruel and unusual punishment. That there be prefixed to the Constitution a
declaration, that all power is originally vested in, and consequently derived from, the people. That
Government is instituted and ought to be exercised for the benefit of the people; which consists in the
enjoyment of life and liberty, with the right of acquiring and using property, and generally of pursuing and
obtaining happiness and safety. That the people have an indubitable, unalienable, and indefeasible right to
reform or change their Government, whenever it be found adverse or inadequate to the purposes of its
institution. That in article 1st, section 2, clause 3, these words be struck out, to wit: That in article 1st, section
6, clause 1, there be added to the end of the first sentence, these words, to wit: That in article 1st, section 9,
between clauses 3 and 4, be inserted these clauses, to wit: The civil rights of none shall be abridged on account
of religious belief or worship, nor shall any national religion be established, nor shall the full and equal rights
of conscience be in any manner, or on any pretext, infringed. The people shall not be deprived or abridged of
their right to speak, to write, or to publish their sentiments; and the freedom of the press, as one of the great
bulwarks of liberty, shall be inviolable. The people shall not be restrained from peaceably assembling and
consulting for their common good; nor from applying to the legislature by petitions, or remonstrances for
redress of their grievances. The right of the people to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed; a well armed
and well regulated militia being the best security of a free country: No soldier shall in time of peace be
quartered in any house without the consent of the owner; nor at any time, but in a manner warranted by law.
No person shall be subject, except in cases of impeachment, to more than one punishment, or one trial for the
same offence; nor shall be compelled to be a witness against himself; nor be deprived of life, liberty, or
property, without due process of law; nor be obliged to relinquish his property, where it may be necessary for
public use, without a just compensation. Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor
cruel and unusual punishments inflicted. The rights of the people to be secured in their persons, their houses,
their papers, and their other property, from all unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated by
warrants issued without probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, or not particularly describing the
places to be searched, or the persons or things to be seized. In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall
enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, to be informed of the cause and nature of the accusation, to be
confronted with his accusers, and the witnesses against him; to have a compulsory process for obtaining
witnesses in his favor; and to have the assistance of counsel for his defence. The exceptions here or elsewhere

Page 12

DOWNLOAD PDF THIRD GENERAL REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS
OF CLAIMS, SUBMITTED DECEMBER 8, 1873.
in the Constitution, made in favor of particular rights, shall not be so construed as to diminish the just
importance of other rights retained by the people, or as to enlarge the powers delegated by the Constitution;
but either as actual limitations of such powers, or as inserted merely for greater caution. That in article 1st,
section 10, between clauses 1 and 2, be inserted this clause, to wit: No State shall violate the equal rights of
conscience, or the freedom of the press, or the trial by jury in criminal cases. That, in article 3d, section 2, be
annexed to the end of clause 2d, these words, to wit: But no appeal to such court shall be allowed where the
value in controversy shall not amount to â€” dollars: That in article 3d, section 2, the third clause be struck
out, and in its place be inserted the clauses following, to wit: The trial of all crimes except in cases of
impeachments, and cases arising in the land or naval forces, or the militia when on actual service, in time of
war or public danger shall be by an impartial jury of freeholders of the vicinage, with the requisite of
unanimity for conviction, of the right with the requisite of unanimity for conviction, of the right of challenge,
and other accustomed requisites; and in all crimes punishable with loss of life or member, presentment or
indictment by a grand jury shall be an essential preliminary, provided that in cases of crimes committed within
any county which may be in possession of an enemy, or in which a general insurrection may prevail, the trial
may by law be authorized in some other county of the same State, as near as may be to the seat of the offence.
In cases of crimes committed not within any county, the trial may by law be in such county as the laws shall
have prescribed. In suits at common law, between man and man, the trial by jury, as one of the best securities
to the rights of the people, ought to remain inviolate. That immediately after article 6th, be inserted, as article
7th, the clauses following, to wit: The powers delegated by this Constitution are appropriated to the
departments to which they are respectively distributed: The powers not delegated by this Constitution, nor
prohibited by it to the states, are reserved to the States respectively. That article 7th, be numbered as article
8th. On September 24, , the committee issued this report, which finalized 12 Constitutional Amendments for
House and Senate to consider. This final version was approved by joint resolution of Congress on September
25, , to be forwarded to the states on September Many Anti-Federalists, in contrast, were now opposed,
realizing that Congressional approval of these amendments would greatly lessen the chances of a second
constitutional convention. There might have been a federal Constitution without Madison but certainly no Bill
of Rights.

Page 13

DOWNLOAD PDF THIRD GENERAL REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS
OF CLAIMS, SUBMITTED DECEMBER 8, 1873.
Chapter 5 : View Document - Maryland Code and Court Rules
(Fourth General Report of the Commissioners of Claims, pg. 2) In sum, the total claims amounted to $5,, At the time of
the report, the final allowed claim total was only $,

Civil Procedure--Circuit Court Chapter A claim for relief is brought to issue by filing an answer. Every
defense of law or fact to a claim for relief in a complaint, counterclaim, cross-claim, or third-party claim shall
be asserted in an answer, except as provided by Rule If a pleading setting forth a claim for relief does not
require a responsive pleading, the adverse party may assert at the trial any defense of law or fact to that claim
for relief. The answer shall be stated in short and plain terms and shall contain the following: The defenses of
lack of jurisdiction over the subject matter, failure to state a claim upon which relief can be granted, failure to
join a party under Rule , and governmental immunity shall be determined before trial on application of any
party, except that the court may defer the determination of the defense of failure to state a claim upon which
relief can be granted until the trial. Except as permitted by section d of this Rule, a party shall admit or deny
the averments upon which the adverse party relies. A party without knowledge or information sufficient to
form a belief as to the truth of an averment shall so state and this has the effect of a denial. Denials shall fairly
meet the substance of the averments denied. A party may deny designated averments or paragraphs or may
generally deny all the averments except averments or paragraphs that are specifically admitted. When the
action in any count is for breach of contract, debt, or tort and the claim for relief is for money only, a party
may answer that count by a general denial of liability. Averments in a pleading to which a responsive pleading
is required, other than those as to the amount of damages, are admitted unless denied in the responsive
pleading or covered by a general denial. Averments in a pleading to which no responsive pleading is required
or permitted shall be taken as denied or avoided. When appropriate, a party may claim the inability to admit,
deny, or explain an averment on the ground that to do so would tend to incriminate the party, and such
statement shall not amount to an admission of the averment. If not raised by negative averment, these matters
are admitted for the purpose of the pending action. Notwithstanding an admission under this section, the court
may require proof of any of these matters upon such terms and conditions, including continuance and
allocation of costs, as the court deems proper. Whether proceeding under section c or section d of this Rule, a
party shall set forth by separate defenses: In addition, a party may include by separate defense any other matter
constituting an avoidance or affirmative defense on legal or equitable grounds. When a party has mistakenly
designated a defense as a counterclaim or a counterclaim as a defense, the court shall treat the pleading as if
there had been a proper designation, if justice so requires. The defendant shall file with the answer an
information report substantially in the form included with the summons if 1 the plaintiff has failed to file an
information report required by Rule a , 2 the defendant disagrees with anything contained in an information
report filed by the plaintiff, 3 the defendant disagrees with a differentiated case management track previously
selected by the court, or 4 the defendant has filed or expects to file a counterclaim, cross-claim, or third-party
claim. This Rule is derived as follows: Section a is new. Section b is new. Section c is derived from the
version of Fed. Section d is derived from former Rule b 1 and 2. Section e is derived from the version of Fed.
Section f is derived from former Rules a, c 1, and 2, and a 5 and from the version of Fed. Section g is derived
from the version of Fed. Section h is new. Credits [Adopted April 6, , eff. Amended June 7, , eff. July 1, ;
Nov.
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Chapter 6 : Government Claims Program
The Court of Commissioners of Alabama Claims, whose functions were continued by an act of the last session of
Congress until the 1st day of January, , has carried on its labors with diligence and general satisfaction.

William Van Buren, George T. Hayes Agnew, and Dr. War Department had received detailed studies and
reports from the Sanitary Inspectors of more than four hundred regimental camp inspections. The rapidly
crowded events of those first six months of the war displayed the sheer gravity of the situation in which the
adjustment to the means and agencies were desperately needed to ensure a high health-rate in all those
untrained Union Army regiments. This led to the creation of the Standing Committee, which met on a nearly
daily basis in New York City where most of its members resided. The Standing Committee initially consisted
of five commissioners who retained their position for the entire war: Most of these closed shortly after the war.
Following the unexpected carnage at the Battle of Shiloh in April , it sent three steamboats to the scene as
floating hospitals with doctors, nurses and medical supplies. The state fleet expanded to eleven hospital ships.
The state also set up 12 local offices in main transportation nodes to help Ohio soldiers moving back and forth.
It is now listed on the National Register of Historic Places. After the war, the USSC volunteers continued to
work with Union Army veterans to secure their bounties, back pay, and apply for pensions. It supported the
"health and hygiene" of the veterans. They had a Department of General Relief which accepted donations for
veterans, too. Sanitary Commission by John Y. They organized Sanitary Fairs in numerous cities to support
the Federal army with funds and supplies, and to raise funds for the work of the USSC. They gave good cheer,
wrote letters the men dictated, and comforted the dying. Gilson â€”68 of Chelsea, Massachusetts , who served
in Sanitary Commission. She supervised supplies, dressed wounds, and cooked special foods for patients on a
limited diet. She worked in hospitals after the battles of Antietam, Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville,
Gettysburg. She was a successful administrator, especially at the hospital for black soldiers at City Point,
Virginia. It included a six-mile-long parade of militiamen, bands, political leaders, delegations from various
local organizations, and a contingent of farmers, who presented carts full of their crops. Its organizers intended
its displays of weapons, slavery artifacts and other items to illustrate for Union visitors the contrast between
the "barbaric" Southern enemy and the "civilized" North. These sorts of displays called upon ideas of the
American past, a history that local communities held in common. Often, different communities competed with
each other over their donations to the national cause. People in various cities and towns across the North
contributed to the same war effort because they identified as having shared fortunes in their common nation.
They wanted to encourage sacrifice as a component of membership in a nation. Although the fairs were one
way to create a national identity which might motivate citizens to perform their duties, the commission
leadership did not want the fairs to become the focus of USSC work. Samuel Howe served as a Director of the
Commission.
Chapter 7 : Completed Programs - Cuba | FCSC | Department of Justice
Services Building in the Township of Allegan on December 8, , at P.M. in accordance with the motion for adjournment of
November 10, , and rules of this Board; Chairman DeYoung.

Chapter 8 : Civil War Claims â€“ Archives of Appalachia at East Tennessee State University
Alabama claims of the United States of America against principals and be submitted to the same decisions. held on the
16th of December, , re-assembled at.

Chapter 9 : FTC sends $88 million in mobile cramming refunds | Consumer Information
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(a) Content. A claim for relief is brought to issue by filing an answer. Every defense of law or fact to a claim for relief in a
complaint, counterclaim, cross-claim, or third-party claim shall be asserted in an answer, except as provided by Rule
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