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Chapter 1 : Thomas Hardyâ€™s Women: Feminist Perspective â€“ Literary Theory and Criticism
The author offers close readings of Thomas Hardy's poetry and novels, regarding these as expressive forms of everyday
and professional acts of the imagination.

The main objective of this analysis is to trace the journey of a sensitive soul from conventionalism to
unconventionalism, attachment to detachment, suffering to solace, imprisonment to liberation, illusion to
reality, thence from a static role to a dynamic role. Hardy presents both the extremes-of the domestic woman
and of a working professional woman, to specify that everywhere the position of woman is endangered and
that she is not secure, anywhere. Tess and her mother present the extremes of the domestic woman, subjected
to the menial household tasks, living their lives for family, subduing their own passions for being
conventionally bound to live under patriarchal authority as their only security for living; while Sue Bridehead
and Arabella in Jude the Obscure present the second extreme of professionally working women outside their
home trying to establish a rapport with men. This paper also observes another level of polarities in the nature
of women protagonistsâ€”the accepting and non-accepting. Edlin, accept their traditional submissive role-to
suppress their passion and to accept their destiny without raising any question; while Arabella, Sue Bridehead
are non-accepting ones, the believers in detachment as the only way to survive. However, the exploration of
their lives brings all the polarities of domestic accepting women and the professional non â€”accepting ones at
the same level of suffering their lives of negation the ignorant and rigid patriarchal mindset, getting tortured to
the extent of reaching at the brink of chaos. The feminists hold that man is always flirateous by nature. He
always plays tricks on the woman. He treats woman as a toy and never bothers about her feelings, always tries
to impose his authority over woman and makes her life hellish. If a woman answers him in the same coin, if
she rejects him because of his worthlessness, what is wrong here? Man-woman has been given equal rights
then how a man regards himself superior, how could he dominate a woman? If he flirts with her, he should
also feel the same pain on his person. Thus, all the protagonists are portrayed in terrible crises of
existenceâ€”the crises arising as a result of acknowledging the truth of illusion they had been living in. The
vanity of their long wait for understanding, communionship and companionship turns their emotional world
topsy-turvy and creates a psychic turmoil unbearable to cope with. This harsh reality of wasted life full of
nostalgia with no meaning left and no one around to live for and live with, inflict such wounds that, though
concealed , burn their soul inside. She is forced to live with such an unbearable pain in utter silence. She is
committed to her love for her husband and resolves to lead her life in the manner of self-negation. She never
minds to be looking ugly, rather she says: I will always be ugly now, because Angel is not here, I have nobody
to take care of me. Like an injured lioness and wounded she-snake, she becomes vindictive. She could not bear
the insult of her womanhood, that too by the man who is actually born to a woman. She acknowledges her
rightful position and sets to justify her life. The voice of agony becomes a call for struggle, a revolution to
protect her dignity. She rejects the hostile male-world and sets to re-discover her own identity through the
dense fog of hostility and humiliation of male world, earlier crushed and crumpled by man. She turns to life.
Rather, he empowers his woman by first making her a protagonist, shadowing all men characters and then
speaking their problems and predicaments, showing her wise enough to be aware of her neglect and
exploitation by men. He gives her power at times and saint-like vision to observe her weaknesses and
strengths to rectify the wrong done to her by the patriarchal society. Several critics see this quest of woman for
identity, as portrayed by Hardy and the feminist critics as futile. They point out the hollowness of this
superficial attempt for empowerment as the patriarchal authoritative and hostile world never accepts and
allows this new image of woman as it indicates the threat to their position. Man never accepts the superiority
of woman. He gives utmost importance to his male ego and treats woman as subordinate and keeps her at the
secondary position. He feels jealous of the progress of a woman. The same futility is also seen in the
characters of Hardy. This reveal a contradiction between her conventional heart, longing for relations and their
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security, and her tragic and pathetic end. This reveal the contradiction between conventional heart and her
unconventional way of living a liberal life. Her being a rebel is enough to show her already awakened self. She
is awakened enough to be strong in the male dominated world. Tess suffers and suffers terribly, but she
endures to live on for she accepts her sufferings in a calm resignation. This passive acceptance may seem
cowardly but it has always been a source of great strength. But Hardy gives power to her women characters at
time; Tess being a submissive and fatalist becomes a rebel when she stabs Alec. Her volcanic passions burst
out and she becomes vindictive to take revenge upon the person who has ruined her. Sue Bridehead is a rebel
who dares to challenge the social norms and resolves to live illegitimately with her lover and gives birth to his
children. She dares to violate the traditional setup of the society. Moreover the revolutionary Feminist identity
proved by Thomas Hardy along with the other feminist critics, have proved productive as far as woman in the
contemporary society is concerned, who no longer walks behind man. Rather, she has created a place for
herself and identifies herselfâ€”secure and independent However I would like to mention here that woman,
portrayed by Thomas Hardy, is not a rival to man. She does not want to grab his space but hers is the plea for a
new social order where she is not solely dependent on man but could find sources of satisfaction beyond the
stereotyped parameters. Her prowess is no longer doubted but has been proved. She is being counted now.
Wordsworth Classics, , pg. Jude the Obscure London: Orient Paperbacks, Butcher, trans. Essays on Literature
and Society New York: Surya Nath Pandey New Delhi: Atlantic Publishers, Advertisements.
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Chapter 2 : A Short Bibliographical Survey of Thomas Hardy Studies
SPRING Thomas Hardy: Imagining Imagination in Hardy's Poetry and Fiction, by Barbara Hardy; pp. London and New
Brunswick, NJ: Athlone Press, , Â£, $

Man has an unlimited capacity for consciousness, but life is controlled by the blind forces of unconscious and
indifferent nature. An Illustration of the Philosophy of Schopenhauer Two noteworthy critical studies
appeared during World War II: An Essay in Criticism Only a very general discussion of the novels is offered.
Blunden knew Hardy and was his ardent admirer. The critic argues that Hardy created symbolic characters and
settings which represent his philosophical outlook. Webster claims in On a Darkling Plain: He sees Hardy as
an artist who combined successfully the function of a thinker with that of a writer. One of the important works
of postwar criticism is Albert J. Guerard regards Hardy as a forerunner of modern literary techniques, and he
treats him as an antirealist in both form and technique. Douglas Brown, in his monograph, Thomas Hardy ,
repr. He points out that Hardy revealed in his fiction a clash between agricultural and urban modes of life.
Hardy is essentially a countryman strongly attached to rural simplicity, who has recreated successfully country
voices and the idiom of local speech. A good introduction to Hardy studies is F. Of great value and interest are
also the subsequent companions which provide a wealth of background information on Hardy and his work:
The more recent companions include: Autobiography and biographies Hardy was an extremely private and
introverted person. He was afraid that after his death biographers would speculate arbitrarily on his life and
work. Florence made only some deletions and additions to the original text. Then the two volumes were
published together as The Life of Thomas Hardy After the death of Hardy a number of full-length biographies
were published. Evelyn Hardy in Thomas Hardy: A Critical Biography , emphasises that Greek tragedy was a
greater influence on Hardy than the pessimistic philosophy of Arthur Schopenhauer. His Life and Work A
Biography , is generally regarded as most informative and reliable. His Career As a Novelist The more recent
biographies include F. A Critical Biography A Biography Revisited is an update of his classic biography first
published in The year saw the publication of two interesting and highly readable Hardy biographies presented
in the context of the Victorian and modern social world: The book compares the actual places with the literary
licence the author took in fictionalising them. Landscapes and Mind shows how Hardy modified the
geography of Dorset to create imaginary Wessex. In Representations of Culture: The World of His Novels
explains how Hardy used and modified real places and settings to serve the needs of his plots and characters.
He wrote several essays on Hardy. The Posthumous Papers of D. Sex is manifested in the world as Nature
which is often in conflict with man-made laws. In his treatment of sexuality Hardy went far beyond his
Victorian predecessors. Lawrence, and reveal him to be their inventive forerunner. Myths of Sexuality and
Terence R. The difference consists in the centrality accorded to female characters, their status, roles and
functions in society. Feminist criticism usually reveals the search for autonomy and selfhood of the female
protagonist. The thesis of both studies is that Hardy had a peculiar empathy with women. In a similar way
Rosemarie Morgan in Women and Sexuality in the Novels of Thomas Hardy discusses the treatment of female
characters. Feminist Readings , Margaret R. A Study of His Attitudes to Women The critic strongly objected
to classifying Hardy as a fatalist. Instead he provided evidence that Hardy wanted to convey a view of life in
which man is a puppet of fate by his own choice. Therefore, man has to rely on himself if he wants to
overcome the forces of nature. Man is left alone in an alien and hostile world. Distance and Desire and Frank
R. Ethical views are discussed in Frank R. Mill and Leslie Stephen. Kramer argues that The Mayor of
Casterbridge exemplifies the most pure form of the Aristotelian notion of tragedy. The latter study examines
the relationship between the modern concept of tragedy and Victorian fiction. Although an agnostic, Hardy
was a devout reader of the Bible. Biblical allusions infuse almost all his novels and many short stories and the
Bible is a useful tool to explore their hidden meanings. In spite of his distrust of Christian theology and his
attraction to contemporary scientific rationalism, the language of the King James Bible permeates his writings,
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not so much in direct quotations as in allusions and verbal echoes which critics have identified and
commented on. Yet they have continuously misread them as a matter of peripheral interest. However, Hardy
was writing poetry all his adult life and considered himself primarily as a poet. A Critical Introduction , and J.
A Handbook and Commentary Brooks, in Thomas Hardy: Davie claims that "the most far-reaching influence
in British poetry of the last fifty years, for good and ill, has been not Yeats, still less Eliot or Pound, not
Lawrence but Hardy. The Poetry of Perception , F. The Poetry of Necessity The Diorama of a Dream
provides a new key to reading of this gigantic epic drama in verse in three parts, nineteen acts and one hundred
and thirty scenes. The traditional teleological interpretation of the world lost sense for Hardy and he became
vividly interested in the concept of evolution which goes beyond the realm of biology to include human
society and its institutions. More recent publications include R. The Writer and His Background , S. He argued
rather unconvincingly that this novel has a quality of a social document whose chief aim was to present in
fictional form the disintegration of the English peasantry. He sees Hardy as a writer who showed the conflicts
caused by social change and restrictions imposed by class and gender. In the s, Marxist literary theory
underwent significant transformations bearing on the findings of structuralism. Close reading and textual
studies Hardy revised his novels relentlessly throughout his life. His Career as a Novelist provides close
readings of individual novels and short stories in the biographical context. Rediscovering Thomas Hardy
presents a detailed study of the revisions of Far from the Madding Crowd. The book is divided into two parts:
In Part One the critic discusses the recurring themes, devices and concerns in the four major novels. Page
shows that Hardy went far beyond the confines of conventional nineteenth-century realism by incorporating
non-realist elements, such as fable, allegory and myth into his fiction. It also provides samples of criticism.
The Critical Heritage , reissued edited by R. Casagrande believes that Hardy contributed to the formation of
the Weltanschauung of those writers although they rejected his tragic sense of existence. A Study in Literary
Sociology Hardy, Lawrence, Woolf Music and Individuality in the Work of Thomas Hardy Hardy on screen
Thomas Hardy is widely considered a cinematic novelist. Many of his novels have been adapted into movies
and TV series. A Bibliographical Study , an extensively detailed bibliography with appendices. Eugene Davis
published a magisterial work, Thomas Hardy: An Annotated Bibliography of Writings About Him in two
volumes, , , which surveyed the one hundred years of Hardy criticism. In , Ronald P. Draper and Martin S.
Letters, prefaces, essays and notebooks Thomas Hardy wrote hundreds of letters, including love letters to his
first wife Emma and second wife Florence. In , Carl J. In , Evelyn Hardy and F. The book contains letters by
Hardy to Florence Henniker which are preceded by a brief biography of Florence Henniker and her
relationship with Hardy. In , Michael Millgate published Thomas Hardy: Hardy made a great number of notes
and annotations which provide an interesting insight to his interests at various times in his life.
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Thomas Hardy Imagining Imagination Hardy's Poetry and Fiction BARBARA HARDY THE ATHLONE PRESS LONDON
AND NEW BRUNSWICK, NJ. First published in by THE ATHLONE PRESS.

Easy, some might say: Jude the Obscure, the book whose hostile reception convinced Hardy to abandon
novel-writing and return to his first love, poetry. Instead, it was a reworking of an earlier novel, The Pursuit of
the Well-Beloved, which had been serialised in The Pursuit of the Well-Beloved: A Sketch of a Temperament
appeared in the Illustrated London News between October and December , but was only reprinted when
Penguin Classics reissued both the original serial version and the later rewrite, The Well-Beloved. This is the
edition we recommend for the devoted Hardy fan: There are suggestive plot differences between the two
versions of the novel. But not everyone had seen fit to praise the novel. But is it too easy to write this novel off
as a failure? Readers who want to avoid spoilers might want to avoid the following brief plot summary. In
short, The Well-Beloved has the feel of a fairy-tale to it, given its use of the motif and patterning of three.
Throughout the course of the novel â€” which charts his development at intervals of twenty years â€” he falls
in love with three generations of the same family: He nearly marries the third, but on the night before their
wedding, Avice elopes with a younger man whom she loves. There are also a few marginal characters: There
are several ways of analysing the novel from a psychoanalytic perspective, given the central theme or focus of
The Well-Beloved. Here are two of the most popular readings: A Lacanian reading of the novel, using the
ideas of French psychoanalyst Jacques Lacan, and in particular his work on desire. This stems from childhood
where the child desired the mother but the father prevented the child from getting what it wanted â€” i. As a
result, the child projects this desire onto other objects, each of which represent the thing originally desired the
mother, in other words. Desire is an endless chain that can never be completed or satisfied: Alternatively, one
might undertake a Jungian analysis of The Well-Beloved, drawing on the theories of the psychoanalyst C. We
could alternatively opt for a contextual analysis of The Well-Beloved, and make a case for Pierston being a
victim of Victorian male repression, where certain behavioural attributes and characteristics were acceptable
for the Victorian man while others were not. It is significant â€” indeed, symbolically so â€” that Jocelyn
Pierston is a sculptor: The well-beloved never sits still for long. Is this an artistic flaw in the novel, or has
Hardy deliberately chosen not to draw too clear a link?
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Chapter 4 : Thomas Hardy: Imagining Imagination in Hardy's Poetry and Fiction - Barbara Hardy - Google B
The author of this text offers close readings of Thomas Hardy's poetry and novels, regarding these as expressive forms
for the discovery of everyday and professional acts of imagination.

Thomas Hardy was an established English novelist and poet when war broke out. At age 74, he was also a
half-century older than many of the men who would fight and die on the Western Front. He grew up in an
isolated cottage on the edge of open heathland. Though he was often ill as a child, his early experience of rural
life, with its seasonal rhythms and oral culture , was fundamental to much of his later writing. He spent a year
at the village school at age eight and then moved on to schools in Dorchester, the nearby county town, where
he received a good grounding in mathematics and Latin. In he was apprenticed to John Hicks, a local architect,
and in , shortly before his 22nd birthday, he moved to London and became a draftsman in the busy office of
Arthur Blomfield, a leading ecclesiastical architect. Driven back to Dorset by ill health in , he worked for
Hicks again and then for the Weymouth architect G. Though architecture brought Hardy both social and
economic advancement, it was only in the mids that lack of funds and declining religious faith forced him to
abandon his early ambitions of a university education and eventual ordination as an Anglican priest. His habits
of intensive private study were then redirected toward the reading of poetry and the systematic development of
his own poetic skills. The verses he wrote in the s would emerge in revised form in later volumes e. In â€”68
he wrote the class-conscious novel The Poor Man and the Lady, which was sympathetically considered by
three London publishers but never published. In his next novel, however, the brief and affectionately
humorous idyll Under the Greenwood Tree , Hardy found a voice much more distinctively his own. In March
Hardy had been sent to make an architectural assessment of the lonely and dilapidated Church of St. She
actively encouraged and assisted him in his literary endeavours, and his next novel, A Pair of Blue Eyes , drew
heavily upon the circumstances of their courtship for its wild Cornish setting and its melodramatic story of a
young woman somewhat resembling Emma Gifford and the two men, friends become rivals, who successively
pursue, misunderstand, and fail her. The resulting novel, Far from the Madding Crowd , introduced Wessex
for the first time and made Hardy famous by its agricultural settings and its distinctive blend of humorous,
melodramatic, pastoral, and tragic elements. The book is a vigorous portrayal of the beautiful and impulsive
Bathsheba Everdene and her marital choices among Sergeant Troy, the dashing but irresponsible soldier;
William Boldwood , the deeply obsessive farmer; and Gabriel Oak , her loyal and resourceful shepherd.
Middle period Hardy and Emma Gifford were married, against the wishes of both their families, in September
At first they moved rather restlessly about, living sometimes in London, sometimes in Dorset. His record as a
novelist during this period was somewhat mixed. The Hand of Ethelberta , an artificial social comedy turning
on versions and inversions of the British class system, was poorly received and has never been widely popular.
The Return of the Native , on the other hand, was increasingly admired for its powerfully evoked setting of
Egdon Heath, which was based on the sombre countryside Hardy had known as a child. The serious illness
which hampered completion of A Laodicean decided the Hardys to move to Wimborne in and to Dorchester in
It was not easy for Hardy to establish himself as a member of the professional middle class in a town where
his humbler background was well known. He signaled his determination to stay by accepting an appointment
as a local magistrate and by designing and building Max Gate, the house just outside Dorchester in which he
lived until his death. Wessex Tales was the first collection of the short stories that Hardy had long been
publishing in magazines. Tess Durbeyfield , the erring milkmaid, and Jude Fawley , the studious stonemason.
She has an illegitimate child, suffers rejection by the man she loves and marries, and is finally hanged for
murdering her original seducer. Poetry Hardy seems always to have rated poetry above fiction, and Wessex
Poems , his first significant public appearance as a poet, included verse written during his years as a novelist
as well as revised versions of poems dating from the s. Poems of the Past and the Present contained nearly
twice as many poems as its predecessor, most of them newly written. Some of the poems are explicitly or
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implicitly grouped by subject or theme. His best poems can be found mixed together with inferior verse in any
particular volume, and new poems are often juxtaposed to reworkings of poems written or drafted years
before. The range of poems within any particular volume is also extremely broadâ€”from lyric to meditation to
ballad to satirical vignette to dramatic monologue or dialogueâ€”and Hardy persistently experiments with
different, often invented, stanza forms and metres. The Dynasts as a whole served to project his central vision
of a universe governed by the purposeless movements of a blind, unconscious force that he called the
Immanent Will. The sudden death of Emma Hardy in brought to an end some 20 years of domestic
estrangement. In Hardy married Florence Emily Dugdale, who was 38 years his junior. In his ninth decade
Hardy published two more poetry collections, Late Lyrics and Earlier and Human Shows , and put together the
posthumously published Winter Words Following his death, on January 11, , his cremated remains were
interred with national pomp in Westminster Abbey , while his separated heart was buried in the churchyard of
his native parish. Equally importantâ€”particularly in terms of their suitability to film and television
adaptationâ€”is their nostalgic evocation of a vanished rural world through the creation of highly
particularized regional settings.

Chapter 5 : New PDF release: Thomas Hardy: Imagining Imagination Hardy's Poetry and - Poisk turaPoisk
Barbara Hardy's method is to define what she means by imagination by briefly examining speakers in the poems and
novels who employ original language. Calling Tess Hardy's "best complete portrait of creativity" (83), she notes that "the
act of imagining forceful imagination is integral to the novel as a whole.".

Chapter 6 : BBC - Poetry Season - Poets - Thomas Hardy
So what the reader follows here is Hardy's imagining of imagination in his elegies and nature poems and in his major
characters from Gabriel Oak to Tess and calendrierdelascience.com themes and forms examined by Barbara Hardy
include narrative, conversation, gossip, memory, gender, poetry of place and imaginative thresholds.

Chapter 7 : Thomas Hardy | Biography, Books, Poems, & Facts | calendrierdelascience.com
Thomas Hardy Imaging Imagination Hardys Poetry And Fiction More references related to thomas hardy imaging
imagination hardys poetry and fiction.

Chapter 8 : The Ideological Questions of Marriage in Thomas Hardyâ€™s Jude the Obscure | N.S. | k@ta l
Read or Download Thomas Hardy: Imagining Imagination Hardy's Poetry and Fiction PDF Similar english literature
books Download e-book for kindle: England Through Colonial Eyes in Twentieth-Century Fiction by A. Blake, L. Gandhi,
S. Thomas.

Chapter 9 : The Gritty Realism of Thomas Hardy - Transpositions
Altogether the study is a lucid and accessible introduction, which locates Hardy's place in the tradition of English
literature. About This Item Thomas Hardy: Imagining Imagination in Hardy's Poetry and Fiction.
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