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A Throne in Brussels is a book that argues that Belgium is not a nation in any real sense of the word, but instead is an
artificial construction that holds together two wholly separate people-the Flemings and the Walloons.

Traces of human settlement go back to the Stone Age , with vestiges and place-names related to the
civilisation of megaliths , dolmens and standing stones Plattesteen, Tomberg. During late antiquity , the region
was home to Roman occupation, as attested by archaeological evidence discovered near the centre. Charles
would construct the first permanent fortification in the city, doing so on that same island. Because of its
location on the shores of the Senne, on an important trade route between Bruges and Ghent , and Cologne ,
Brussels became a commercial centre specialised in the textile trade. The town grew quite rapidly and
extended towards the upper town Treurenberg, Coudenberg and Sablon areas , where there was a smaller risk
of floods. As it grew to a population of around 30,, the surrounding marshes were drained to allow for further
expansion. Around this time, work began on the Cathedral of St. Gudula , replacing an older Romanesque
church. In , the Counts of Leuven became Dukes of Brabant. Brabant, unlike the county of Flanders, was not
fief of the king of France but was incorporated into the Holy Roman Empire. In the early 13th century,
Brussels got its first walls , [42] and after this, the city grew significantly. To let the city expand, a second set
of walls was erected, between and Traces of it can still be seen today, mostly because the small ring , a series
of roadways bounding the historic city centre, follows its former course. Early modern[ edit ] A view of
Brussels c. Brabant had lost its independence, but Brussels became the Princely Capital of the prosperous
Burgundian Netherlands , also known as the Seventeen Provinces , and flourished. In , he became King of
Castile , and hence the period of the Spanish Netherlands began. It was in the Palace complex at Coudenberg
that Charles V abdicated in This impressive palace, famous all over Europe, had greatly expanded since it had
first become the seat of the Dukes of Brabant, but it was destroyed by fire in In the 17th century, the city was
a capital of the lace industry. Together with the resulting fire, it was the most destructive event in the entire
history of Brussels. The Grand Place was destroyed, along with 4, buildings â€” a third of all the buildings in
the city. The reconstruction of the city centre , effected during subsequent years, profoundly changed its
appearance and left numerous traces still visible today. Following the Treaty of Utrecht in , Spanish
sovereignty over the Southern Netherlands was transferred to the Austrian branch of the House of Habsburg.
This event started the era of the Austrian Netherlands. Brussels was captured by France in , during the War of
the Austrian Succession , but was handed back to Austria three years later. It remained with Austria until ,
when the Southern Netherlands were captured and annexed by France, and became the capital of the
department of the Dyle. The former Dyle department became the province of South Brabant, with Brussels as
its capital. The city became the capital and seat of government of the new nation. South Brabant was renamed
simply Brabant , with Brussels as its administrative centre. On 21 July , Leopold I , the first King of the
Belgians , ascended the throne, undertaking the destruction of the city walls and the construction of many
buildings. Following independence, Brussels underwent many more changes. The Industrial Revolution and
the building of the Brussels-Charleroi Canal brought prosperity to the city through commerce and
manufacturing. The Free University of Brussels was established in In , the first passenger railway built
outside England linked the municipality of Molenbeek with Mechelen. Place Royale , late 19th century During
the 19th century, the population of Brussels grew considerably; from about 80, to more than , people for the
city and its surroundings. The Senne had become a serious health hazard , and from to , under the tenure of
mayor Jules Anspach , its entire course through the urban area was completely covered over. This allowed
urban renewal and the construction of modern buildings of hausmannien style along central boulevards,
characteristic of downtown Brussels today. This development continued throughout the reign of King Leopold
II. The International Exposition of contributed to the promotion of the infrastructure. The Brussels Airport , in
the suburb of Zaventem , dates from the occupation. After the war, Brussels underwent extensive
modernisation. The construction of the Northâ€”South connection , linking the main railway stations in the
city, was completed in , while the first premetro was finished in , and the first line of the metro was opened in
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Starting from the early s, Brussels became the de facto capital of what would become the European Union ,
and many modern buildings were built. Development was allowed to proceed with little regard to the
aesthetics of newer buildings, and many architectural landmarks were demolished to make way for newer
buildings that often clashed with their surroundings, giving name to the process of Brusselisation.
Contemporary[ edit ] The Brussels-Capital Region was formed on 18 June , after a constitutional reform in It
is one of the three federal regions of Belgium , along with Flanders and Wallonia , and has bilingual status. In
, it and eight other European cities were named European Capital of Culture. It was the deadliest act of
terrorism in Belgium.
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Read Paul Belien's just reissued, A Throne in Brussels. When this book came out in , Belien predicted that Belgium
could Reports that Belgium is on the way to break-up continue.

To learn what the EU as a single state might be like, take up this highly readable mix of history, analsis and
warning. Reviewer Gerald Frost [eurofacts Vol 10 No 18 - 24th June ] This book is an unusual blend of
history, analysis, and warning. Its central contention is that the European state now being constructed will
resemble Belgium. By this its author, Paul Belien, means that the EU, like Belgium, is essentially an artificial
multi-national construct composed of different peoples with separate languages, cultures and traditions. As a
consequence, it lacks a sense of national identity and national consciousness and, again like Belgium, it is
incapable of developing these; for the lack of a unifying agent the project is doomed. He quotes Leon
Hennebicq, a Belgicist ideologue: Indeed we are a nation under constructionâ€¦. The solution is economic
expansion which can unite us. Belien succeeds in showing that the history of the Belgians, which he outlines
with considerable skill, provides many insights into the character and workings of the embryonic European
state. Belgium is their tragedy. Corruption, Belien argues, is one the basic characteristics of an artificial state,
and he describes the extent of the corruption in modern Belgium - from the widespread use of bribes to the
systematic cover-up of sexual offences against children - in considerable detail. A second characteristic is the
absence of the rule of law, and again he has no difficulty in proving his case. Patriotic Feeling The third
characteristic, he says, is unreliability in international relations due to the lack of patriotic feeling that has
made Belgians unwilling to make sacrifices for the common good. Those who remember that Belgium refused
to sell ammunition to Britain during the Gulf War will not wish to argue; nor will US citizens who were
appalled to discover that Belgium failed to cooperate in the anti-terrorist measures taken following September
11th. Underlying Belgian statehood has been a peculiar mix of socialism and corporatism that was designed to
ensure the loyalty of an ever-expanding welfare system. The problem is that this system of economic
redistribution has produced stagflation and rigidities that have made the conflict between Flems and Walloons,
previously only a linguistic matter, into a bitter socio-economic contest. The lesson is that an artificial state,
based on rent-seeking, can survive only as long as the economy expands. Once it ceases to do so tensions
grow. There can be little doubt that the author is already convinced that it has, and who would doubt him? The
evidence suggests that the EU contracted the infection a decade or so ago and that the disease is spreading at
an accelerating pace. Although his book is not entirely without hope - Belien entertains the wish that either the
Flems or the Brits will somehow find a way out of the present morass - he is surely right to say that the history
of Belgium demonstrates that without a sense of national identity democracy and public identity will wither
away. Belien, a Belgian citizen, is to be congratulated not only his courage and erudition, but also on his
writing skills. Although his contempt for the European project runs deep he does not take for granted that his
readers share his interests and obsessions, as do so many eurosceptic authors. First and foremost, he makes a
point of setting out to tell an entertaining story - the history of the Belgian state - and does so well. As a
consequence he has produced a book that will not only engage the interest of the general reader, but also one
that will be of deep interest to those who in future decades struggle to explain the tragic project of European
political union.
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Sharks, wolves, and bears have one thing in common. The smell of blood draws them; like making drugs available to an
addict, it sends their hormones, energy, and of course appetite into overdrive. The UK referendum has drawn blood, and
the different animals gathering to feast have all decided that.

He was editor of the conservative magazine Nucleus. Britain, the Saxe-Coburgs and the Belgianization of
Europe. Discussion of this nomination can be found on the talk page. That title referred to a â€”then obviously
figurativeâ€” outcry refutedly ascribed to the later Prime Minister Martens that was related to disputes
between Belgian speakers of Dutch and of French. Prime Minister Guy Verhofstadt and Cardinal Godfried
Danneels addressed the indignation, but gave it a spin of their own. How was it possible for such an atrocity to
take place in a crowd with no-one interfering, they asked. The predators have teeth and claws. The predators
have knives. They have switchblades and butchers knives and they know how to use them. The Belgian state
is no longer able to guarantee the security of its citizens. With the police and the government failing to protect
law-abiding citizens the latter are, however, totally unprotected. Violence on public transport has become a
fact of life. Please help by adding reliable, independent sources. Contentious material about living people that
is unsourced or poorly sourced must be removed immediately. August Learn how and when to remove this
template message This section of a biography of a living person needs additional citations for verification.
Please help by adding reliable sources. Contentious material about living persons that is unsourced or poorly
sourced must be removed immediately, especially if potentially libelous or harmful. The Flemish Ministry of
Education had asked the judiciary to press charges on child neglect by failing to educate his children
adequately. The declaration contains the following statement, inspired by the United Nations Convention on
the Rights of the Child: The undersigned bind s themselves to give education that is aimed at the development
of the full personality and talents of the child and at the preparation of the child on an active life as an adult,
and that promotes the respect for the basic rights of man and for the cultural values of the child itself and of
others. He claims the inspectors only have the purpose of removing children from homeschooling and force
them into state schools based on the "authoritarian socialist views" of the Belgian powers in force. Islamist
Watch is a new project of the think tank Middle East Forum which combats the ideas and institutions of
Islamic extremism in the United States and other Western countries. A throne in Brussels: Retrieved 27 June
Chapter 4 : The June Press - A Throne in Brussels
A Throne in Brussels has 19 ratings and 3 reviews. Jonathan said: I read this book because I wanted to know what
happened to all the money made by Leopol.
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Throne in Brussels Britain, the Saxe-Coburgs and the Belgianisation of Europe Paul Belien. Offers a history of the
monarchy of Belgium, a country artificially created in
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a throne in brussels shared files: Here you can download a throne in brussels shared files that we have found in our
database. Just click desired file title and download link will show up!
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Throne in Brussels Britain, the Saxe-Coburgs and the Belgianisation of Europe. EPUB-ebook in english (with Adobe
DRM) Offers a history of the monarchy of Belgium, a.
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Read "A Throne in Brussels Britain, the Saxe-Coburgs and the Belgianisation of Europe" by Paul Belien with Rakuten
Kobo. Offers a history of the monarchy of Belgium, a country artificially created in
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Read A Throne in Brussels by Paul Belien by Paul Belien by Paul Belien for free with a 30 day free trial. Read eBook on
the web, iPad, iPhone and Android Offers a history of the monarchy of Belgium, a country artificially created in
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