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The usual first act of a new royal governor was to re-appoint or continue the council members in their offices.
When there was an absentee governor or an interval between governors, the council acted as the government.
Others were appointed in order to have a representative cross-section of the diverse interests in the colony.
Council members were theoretically subject to approval by the London government, either the Secretary of
State for the Southern Department , or after the Secretary of State for the Colonies. The council as a whole
would sit as the supreme court for the colony, as was needed. On the local level, justices of the peace
periodically convened a county court session. As with the House of Lords the council had to approve new
laws, which usually originated in the legislature. The council was seen as serving continuously; whereas the
elected lawmakers of the colony typically met just once a year, addressing at that time taxes, budgets, and
other concerns. Like the assembly, most council positions were unpaid. While lawyers were prominent
throughout the Thirteen Colonies , merchants were important in the northern colonies and planters were more
involved in the southern provinces. These were the groups from which the appointed councilors and elected
delegates were chosen. The Assembly[ edit ] The assemblies had a variety of names, such as: They had several
features in common. Members were elected annually, by the propertied citizens of the towns or counties.
Usually they met for a single, short session; but the council or governor could call a special session. Land
ownership was widespread, however, which meant that most white men were able to cast a vote. Tax issues
and budget decisions originated in the assembly. Part of the budget went toward the cost of raising and
equipping the colonial militia. As the American Revolution drew near, this subject was a point of contention
and conflict between the provincial assemblies and their respective governors. However, those assemblies
generally represented the privileged classes , and they were protecting the colony against unreasonable
executive encroachments. In resisting that authority, assemblies resorted to arguments based upon natural
rights and the common welfare, giving life to the notion that governments derived, or ought to derive, their
authority from the consent of the governed.
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Free Printable American History Reading with Questions for Grades - American History Readings In the early
phases of colonial development, a striking feature was the lack of controlling influence by the English
government. All colonies except Georgia emerged as companies of shareholders, or as feudal proprietorships
stemming from charters granted by the Crown. The fact that the king had transferred his immediate
sovereignty over the New World settlements to stock companies and proprietors did not, of course, mean that
the colonists in America were necessarily free of outside control. Under the terms of the Virginia Company
charter, for example, full governmental authority was vested in the company itself. Nevertheless, the crown
expected that the company would be resident in England. Inhabitants of Virginia, then, would have no more
voice in their government than if the king himself had retained absolute rule. Still, the colonies considered
themselves chiefly as commonwealths or states, much like England itself, having only a loose association with
the authorities in London. In one way or another, exclusive rule from the outside withered away. It provided
that English colonists were to exercise all liberties, franchises, and immunities "as if they had been abiding
and born within this our Realm of England. In the Virginia Company issued instructions to its appointed
governor providing that free inhabitants of the plantations should elect representatives to join with the
governor and an appointive council in passing ordinances for the welfare of the colony. From then on, it was
generally accepted that the colonists had a right to participate in their own government. In most instances, the
king, in making future grants, provided in the charter that the free men of the colony should have a voice in
legislation affecting them. Thus, charters awarded to the Calverts in Maryland, William Penn in Pennsylvania,
the proprietors in North and South Carolina, and the proprietors in New Jersey specified that legislation should
be enacted with "the consent of the freemen. Aboard the Mayflower, the Pilgrims adopted an instrument for
government called the "Mayflower Compact," to "combine ourselves together into a civil body politic for our
better ordering and preservation A similar situation developed in the Massachusetts Bay Company, which had
been given the right to govern itself. Thus, full authority rested in the hands of persons residing in the colony.
At first, the dozen or so original members of the company who had come to America attempted to rule
autocratically. But the other colonists soon demanded a voice in public affairs and indicated that refusal would
lead to a mass migration. The company members yielded, and control of the government passed to elected
representatives. Subsequently, other New England colonies â€” such as Connecticut and Rhode Island â€” also
succeeded in becoming self-governing simply by asserting that they were beyond any governmental authority,
and then setting up their own political system modeled after that of the Pilgrims at Plymouth. In only two
cases was the self-government provision omitted. After the restoration of Charles II and the Stuart dynasty in ,
England had more opportunity to attend to colonial administration. Even then, however, it was inefficient and
lacked a coherent plan. The colonies were left largely to their own devices. The remoteness afforded by a vast
ocean also made control of the colonies difficult. Added to this was the character of life itself in early
America. From countries limited in space and dotted with populous towns, the settlers had come to a land of
seemingly unending reach. On such a continent, natural conditions promoted a tough individualism, as people
became used to making their own decisions. Government penetrated the backcountry only slowly, and
conditions of anarchy often prevailed on the frontier. Yet the assumption of self-government in the colonies
did not go entirely unchallenged. A royal governor, Sir Edmund Andros, levied taxes by executive order,
implemented a number of other harsh measures, and jailed those who resisted. Under a new charter,
Massachusetts and Plymouth were united for the first time in as the royal colony of Massachusetts Bay. The
other New England colonies quickly reinstalled their previous governments. The English Bill of Rights and
the Toleration Act of affirmed freedom of worship for Christians in the colonies as well as in England and
enforced limits on the Crown. It contended that the people, endowed with natural rights of life, liberty, and
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property, had the right to rebel when governments violated their rights. By the early 18th century, almost all
the colonies had been brought under the direct jurisdiction of the British Crown, but under the rules
established by the Glorious Revolution. Colonial governors sought to exercise powers that the king had lost in
England, but the colonial assemblies, aware of events there, attempted to assert their "rights" and "liberties.
The legislatures used these rights to check the power of royal governors and to pass other measures to expand
their power and influence. The recurring clashes between governor and assembly made colonial politics
tumultuous and worked increasingly to awaken the colonists to the divergence between American and English
interests. In many cases, the royal authorities did not understand the importance of what the colonial
assemblies were doing and simply neglected them. Nonetheless, the precedents and principles established in
the conflicts between assemblies and governors eventually became part of the unwritten "constitution" of the
colonies. In this way, the colonial legislatures asserted the right of self-government.
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Print this page Introduction Writing with the benefit of hindsight in , John Adams, one of the central figures in
the American Revolution, recalled that Americans were committed to independence in their hearts long before
war broke out in America in Americans had contributed significantly to the recent victory both militarily and
financially, yet within a dozen years of the British victory war broke out between British soldiers and
Massachusetts militiamen at Lexington and Concord. Between to , successive British governments took
decisions which resulted in the loss of the 13 rebellious colonies in America. If John Adams was correct and
revolution was in the hearts of Americans years prior to , then it was the actions of British ministers which
made independence first a possibility and then a likelihood. Desperate to find new sources of revenue,
Grenville looked to the colonies and viewed from cash-strapped London, the North American settlements were
very attractive. Americans, British officials concluded, benefited from the protection afforded by the British
army and the Royal Navy, and it would only be fair if they contributed to their own defence. So in Grenville,
acting as prime minister, proposed a far-reaching tax for Americans and Parliament adopted a Stamp Act in
March of Under the terms of the Act, scheduled to take effect on 1 November, almost anything formally
written or printed would have to be on special stamped paper for which a tax must be paid. Among the items
covered by the tax were wills, deeds, diplomas, almanacs, advertisements, bills, bonds, newspapers, playing
cards and even dice. Anyone who was involved in any legal transactions, purchased a newspaper or pamphlet
or accepted a government appointment would have to pay the tax. In short, the Stamp Act would affect nearly
all Americans. Grenville intended, with the full agreement of Parliament, that the Stamp Act should not only
raise revenue, it should clearly demonstrate that the British government through Parliament exercised political
sovereignty over the colonies. Unsurprisingly, Americans responded negatively to the Stamp Act, arguing that
they had contributed to their own defence during the late war by providing manpower, money and supplies to
the British war effort. They argued that they already paid taxes which were raised locally - each colony had its
own assembly which levied local taxes. Colonists in America felt that they discharged their obligations when
they paid colonial taxes and they resented being compelled to pay taxes levied by a Parliament in which they
were not represented. Moreover, they contended, the distance between America and Britain precluded
American representation in Parliament. And so, in the spring and early summer of , most of the colonial
assemblies adopted resolutions condemning the Stamp Act. The government in London was unimpressed by
the constitutional arguments made by the colonists or the petitions and resolutions adopted by their
assemblies. If the Americans wanted to register their dissatisfaction with the Stamp Act, they would have to
resort to less subtle means. Its major town, Boston, had a long tradition of rioting and popular demonstrations
to defend local interests and it was particularly hard hit by the downturn. The combination of economic hard
times, an unpopular and unprecedented tax as well as a local tradition of violent resistance was potentially
dangerous. American opponents of the Act rendered it a dead letter by the autumn. On 14th August, an angry
mob attacked the house of Andrew Oliver - the local man rumoured to be responsible for collecting the tax.
The demonstrations spread throughout the colonies and, through threats, intimidation and violence, American
opponents of the Act rendered it a dead letter by the autumn. Commercial boycott Having nullified the
proposed tax on the streets, American protestors wanted to secure the repeal on the offending legislation in
Parliament. American opponents of the Stamp Act would refuse to purchase British goods in order to put
commercial pressure on Parliament to repeal the act. In March , Parliament acquiesced and repealed the Stamp
Act. Parliament assembled, had, hath and of right ought to have, full power and authority to make laws and
statutes of sufficient force and validity to bind the colonies and people of America. In other words, although
Parliament was repealing the Stamp Act, it retained its right to govern America. Many Americans took a
different view. The Boston loyalist Peter Oliver - the brother of Andrew Oliver who had suffered during the
riots of August - wrote bitterly of the repeal: A Law without Penalties, or one with Penalties not exacted, is It
is in Government as it is in private Life: Oliver was one of the few supporters of British rule in America who
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understood its limits and could explain its failure. Having given in to colonial pressure, Parliament ceded the
authority it was trying to assert. Because land was plentiful most adult males at least those of European origin
could meet property requirements and vote. In consequence a strong tradition of self-government developed in
the colonies and colonists jealously guarded their political rights which they saw as theirs because they were
British. Paradoxically it was Parliament, supposedly the guardian of British liberty, which seemed to endanger
the liberties of Britons in America in Paradoxically, it was Parliament, supposedly the guardian of British
liberty, which seemed to endanger the liberties of Britons in America in The American Revolution began in a
dispute over finance in which the British government advocated change and the colonists sought to maintain
tradition. As the imperial crisis developed neither British nor American political leaders demonstrated a
willingness or ability to compromise. George Grenville resigned from the Chancellorship in July at the height
of the Stamp Act crisis. His successors over the next decade confronted the same problem of trying to raise
revenue in America. In , Parliament adopted a wide range of customs duties which revived American
opposition so that protests and rioting ensued and British troops were moved from frontier posts to the major
seaports, especially Boston, where the resistance was concentrated. Boston Tea Party In another climbdown,
in March Parliament repealed the duties, with the symbolic exception of the tax on tea. Relations continued to
deteriorate and the American resistance became more intransigent. In consequence, Parliament adopted a
series of punitive measures and Massachusetts was placed under military rule in By the spring of , political
resistance gave way to violence as war between the British and colonists broke out. The conflict quickly
spread. In the colonists declared themselves independent and in , following a prolonged and bloody war,
Britain was forced to recognise the independence of the United States. The fundamental difference between
the British and the rebellious Americans concerned political authority. Prior to the Stamp Act crisis British
authority, rarely asserted, rested on ties of loyalty, affection and tradition, not force. In the wake of the Stamp
Act, Parliament repeatedly asserted its sovereignty and was compelled by American resistance to back down.
Each time that this occurred the foundation for British rule in America eroded a little bit more. When
Parliament sought to re-establish its sovereignty by force it undermined the loyalty, affection and tradition
upon which that authority had rested. Indeed, between one-fifth and one-third of the colonists remained loyal
to the crown once the war broke out. Many of these, however, switched allegiances to the rebels when they
experienced or learned of the heavy-handed tactics employed by the British army in America. Had American
independence not been inevitable then a political settlement would have been found between and They
handled the issue of American taxation in a relatively clumsy manner, but they learned their lesson. During the
nineteenth century the island in question would come to rule a large portion of the world. Its leaders would
never again attempt to impose direct taxes on its colonies.
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Prelude to Revolution to - The Proclamation of , signed by King George III of England, prohibits any English
settlement west of the Appalachian mountains and requires those already settled in those regions to return east
in an attempt to ease tensions with Native Americans. This act increases the duties on imported sugar and
other items such as textiles, coffee, wines and indigo dye. It doubles the duties on foreign goods reshipped
from England to the colonies and also forbids the import of foreign rum and French wines. A court is
established in Halifax, Nova Scotia, that will have jurisdiction over all of the American colonies in trade
matters. This act threatens to destabilize the entire colonial economy of both the industrial North and
agricultural South, thus uniting the colonists against it. Thus for the first time in the year old history of the
British colonies in America, the Americans will pay tax not to their own local legislatures in America, but
directly to England. Under the Stamp Act, all printed materials are taxed, including; newspapers, pamphlets,
bills, legal documents, licenses, almanacs, dice and playing cards. The American colonists quickly unite in
opposition, led by the most influential segments of colonial society - lawyers, publishers, land owners, ship
builders and merchants - who are most affected by the Act, which is scheduled to go into effect on November
1. Its members use violence and intimidation to eventually force all of the British stamp agents to resign and
also stop many American merchants from ordering British trade goods. The petition requests the repeal of the
Stamp Act and the Acts of In New York City, violence breaks out as a mob burns the royal governor in
effigy, harasses British troops, then loots houses. Also in December, the American boycott of English imports
spreads, as over Boston merchants join the movement. The violence erupts as a result of the continuing refusal
of New York colonists to comply with the Quartering Act. In December, the New York legislature is
suspended by the English Crown after once again voting to refuse to comply with the Act. Items taxed include
imports such as paper, tea, glass, lead and paints. The Act also establishes a colonial board of customs
commissioners in Boston. In October, Bostonians decide to reinstate a boycott of English luxury items. The
letter is sent to assemblies throughout the colonies and also instructs them on the methods the Massachusetts
general court is using to oppose the Townshend Acts. Hillsborough also orders the governor of Massachusetts
to dissolve the general court if the Massachusetts assembly does not revoke the letter. In June, a customs
official is locked up in the cabin of the Liberty, a sloop owned by John Hancock. Imported wine is then
unloaded illegally into Boston without payment of duties. After threats of violence from Bostonians, the
customs officials escape to an island off Boston, then request the intervention of British troops. In September,
at a town meeting in Boston, residents are urged to arm themselves. Later in September, English warships sail
into Boston Harbor, then two regiments of English infantry land in Boston and set up permanent residence to
keep order. The Virginia Resolves oppose taxation without representation, the British opposition to the
circular letters, and British plans to possibly send American agitators to England for trial. Ten days later, the
Royal governor of Virginia dissolves the House of Burgesses. However, its members meet the next day in a
Williamsburg tavern and agree to a boycott of British trade goods, luxury items and slaves. Several men are
seriously wounded. March 5, - The Boston Massacre occurs as a mob harasses British soldiers who then fire
their muskets pointblank into the crowd, killing three instantly, mortally wounding two others and injuring six.
After the incident, the new Royal Governor of Massachusetts, Thomas Hutchinson, at the insistence of Sam
Adams, withdraws British troops out of Boston to nearby harbor islands. The captain of the British soldiers,
Thomas Preston, is then arrested along with eight of his men and charged with murder. All duties on imports
into the colonies are eliminated except for tea. Also, the Quartering Act is not renewed. Colonial lawyers John
Adams and Josiah Quincy successfully defend Captain Preston and six of his men, who are acquitted. Two
other soldiers are found guilty of manslaughter, branded, then released. Colonists from Providence row out to
the schooner and attack it, set the British crew ashore, then burn the ship. In September, a pound reward is
offered by the English Crown for the capture of those colonists, who would then be sent to England for trial.
The announcement that they would be sent to England further upsets many American colonists. During the
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meeting, a 21 member committee of correspondence is appointed to communicate with other towns and
colonies. A few weeks later, the town meeting endorses three radical proclamations asserting the rights of the
colonies to self-rule. It maintains a threepenny per pound import tax on tea arriving in the colonies, which had
already been in effect for six years. It also gives the near bankrupt British East India Company a virtual tea
monopoly by allowing it to sell directly to colonial agents, bypassing any middlemen, thus underselling
American merchants. The East India Company had successfully lobbied Parliament for such a measure. In
September, Parliament authorizes the company to ship half a million pounds of tea to a group of chosen tea
agents. A committee then forces British tea agents to resign their positions. In November, a town meeting is
held in Boston endorsing the actions taken by Philadelphia colonists. Bostonians then try, but fail, to get their
British tea agents to resign. A few weeks later, three ships bearing tea sail into Boston harbor. Colonists
decide to send the tea on the ship, Dartmouth, back to England without paying any import duties. The Royal
Governor of Massachusetts, Hutchinson, is opposed to this and orders harbor officials not to let the ship sail
out of the harbor unless the tea taxes have been paid. December 16, - About Bostonians gather to hear Sam
Adams tell them Royal Governor Hutchinson has repeated his command not to allow the ships out of the
harbor until the tea taxes are paid. That night, the Boston Tea Party occurs as colonial activists disguise
themselves as Mohawk Indians then board the ships and dump all containers of tea into the harbor. The
Boston Port Bill effectively shuts down all commercial shipping in Boston harbor until Massachusetts pays the
taxes owed on the tea dumped in the harbor and also reimburses the East India Company for the loss of the
tea. May 13, General Thomas Gage, commander of all British military forces in the colonies, arrives in Boston
and replaces Hutchinson as Royal governor, putting Massachusetts under military rule. He is followed by the
arrival of four regiments of British troops. Instead, the English Crown and the Royal governor assume political
power formerly exercised by colonists. Also enacted; the Administration of Justice Act which protects royal
officials in Massachusetts from being sued in colonial courts, and the Quebec Act establishing a centralized
government in Canada controlled by the Crown and English Parliament. The Quebec Act greatly upsets
American colonists by extending the southern boundary of Canada into territories claimed by Massachusetts,
Connecticut and Virginia. On September 17, the Congress declares its opposition to the Coercive Acts, saying
they are "not to be obeyed," and also promotes the formation of local militia units. On October 14, a
Declaration and Resolves is adopted that opposes the Coercive Acts, the Quebec Act, and other measure taken
by the British that undermine self-rule. The rights of the colonists are asserted, including the rights to "life,
liberty and property. February 9, the English Parliament declares Massachusetts to be in a state of rebellion.
March 23, in Virginia, Patrick Henry delivers a speech against British rule, stating, "Give me liberty or give
me death!
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The Events Leading to Independence Although King George III was later burned in effigy in the streets of the
colonies, his relaxed ruling style inspired little ire among the colonists in the s. In , few would have predicted
that by a revolution would be unfolding in British America. The ingredients of discontent seemed lacking â€”
at least on the surface. The colonies were not in a state of economic crisis; on the contrary, they were
relatively prosperous. Unlike the Irish, no groups of American citizens were clamoring for freedom from
England based on national identity. King George III was not particularly despotic â€” surely not to the degree
his predecessors of the previous century had been. Furthermore, the colonies were not unified. Benjamin
Franklin discovered this quite clearly when he devised the Albany Plan of Union in This plan, under the
slogan "Join, or Die," would have brought the colonial rivals together to meet the common threat of the French
and Indians. Ben Franklin sketched this cartoon to illustrate the urgency of his Albany Plan of Union. He
unsuccessfully tried to bring the colonies together to defend themselves against Indian and French threats.
How, then, in a few short years did everything change? What happened to make the American colonists, most
of whom thought of themselves as English subjects, want to break the ties that bound them to their forebears?
What forces led the men and women in the 13 different colonies to set aside their differences and unanimously
declare their independence? Much happened between the years of and The colonists felt unfairly taxed,
watched over like children, and ignored in their attempts to address grievances. Religious issues rose to the
surface, political ideals crystallized, and, as always, economics were the essence of many debates. For their
part, the British found the colonists unwilling to pay their fair share for the administration of the Empire. After
all, citizens residing in England paid more in taxes than was asked of any American during the entire time of
crisis. The Boston Massacre was only one in a series of events that led American colonists to revolt against
Britain. This was not the first time American colonists found themselves in dispute with Great Britain. But this
time the cooler heads did not prevail. Every action by one side brought an equally strong response from the
other. The events during these important years created sharp divisions among the English people, among the
colonists themselves, and between the English and the Colonists. Over time, the geographic distance between
England and the colonies became more and more noticeable. It took England time to respond to Colonial
provocations and to administer the settled areas of America. Further, some now questioned how it could be
that a tiny island nation could contain and rule the American continent. Before long, the point of no return was
reached. How many colonists remained loyal to the British crown during the Revolution? Play this
"Revolutionary game" to find out.
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When he spoke to King Ferdinand on the subject, no doubt he dwelt upon the spices, the rubies and the gold, and Of
the king, whose palaeo roof was made Of the precious metal; but when he spoke to the queen, a devoted and
enthusiastic Catholic, we may be sure that he laid the greatest stress upon the.

Colonial charters in the Thirteen Colonies From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia Jump to navigation Jump to
search A charter is a document that gave colonies the legal rights to exist. A charter is a document, bestowing
certain rights on a town , city , university or an institution. Colonial Charters were empowered when the king
gave a grant of exclusive powers for the governance of land to proprietors or a settlement company. The
charters defined the relationship of the colony to the mother country, free from involvement from the Crown.
For the trading companies, charters vested the powers of government in the company in England. The officers
would determine the administration, laws, and ordinances for the colony, but only as conforming to the laws
of England. Proprietary charters gave governing authority to the proprietor, who determined the form of
government, chose the officers, and made laws, subject to the advice and consent of the freemen. All colonial
charters guaranteed to the colonists the vague rights and privileges of Englishmen , which would later cause
trouble during the revolutionary era. In the second half of the seventeenth century, the Crown looked upon
charters as obstacles to colonial control, substituting the royal province for corporations and proprietary
governments. The Virginia and Massachusetts charters were given to business corporations. Regular meetings
of company officers and stockholders were the only governmental institutions required. The Virginia charter,
issued in , and revised in and , was revoked upon bankruptcy of the sponsoring and organizing Virginia
Company of London in In , the Chancery Court in England voided the charter and changed it to a royal
colony. Charles II granted Connecticut its charter in with the right of self-government. Captain Joseph
Wadsworth spirited the precious document out a window and stole the charter and hid it in a hollow oak tree,
the " Charter Oak ," until James was overthrown. Connecticut temporarily lost the right of self-government
under the unification of the several colonies into the Dominion of New England in , but it was reinstated in
Connecticut and Rhode Island attained colonial charters as already established colonies that allowed them to
elect their own governors. As these conflicts traveled across the Atlantic Ocean , most colonies eventually
surrendered their charters to the Crown by and became royal colonies as the King and his Ministers asserted
more centralized control of their previously neglected and autonomous Thirteen Colonies. By the late s, the
colonial Maryland , had its Proprietary Charter to the Lords Baltimore revoked and had become a royal colony
with its Governor of Maryland appointed by the Monarch with the advice of his Ministers and the Colonial
Offices and Board of Trade of members from Parliament. By , when the Pennsylvania and its lower Delaware
Bay counties remained proprietary colonies under a charter originally granted to William Penn and his heirs.
The Province of Connecticut and the Province of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations continued as
corporation colonies under charters, and Massachusetts was governed as a royal province while operating
under a charter after the unifying of the older "Massachusetts Bay" colony at Boston and the "first landing"
colony, Plymouth Colony at Plymouth, Massachusetts , with its famous " Mayflower Compact " from Further
south, the Provinces of Virginia , North Carolina , South Carolina , and Georgia to the undefined border with
Spanish Florida , all had their original charters dismissed with different opinions about the role and powers
and taxing authority between the Royal Governors and their increasingly restless and defiant colonial
Assemblies. The Royal Authority reasserted itself and becoming governed more directly from London with
increasing friction as the 18th Century progressed to its revolutionary climax.
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The Colonial Experience John Winthrop was the governor of the Massachusetts Bay Colony, one of the eight
colonies governed by royal charter in the colonial period. They created and nurtured them. Like children, the
American colonies grew and flourished under British supervision. Like many adolescents, the colonies
rebelled against their parent country by declaring independence. But the American democratic experiment did
not begin in The colonies had been practicing limited forms of self-government since the early s. The great
expanse of the Atlantic Ocean created a safe distance for American colonists to develop skills to govern
themselves. Despite its efforts to control American trade, England could not possibly oversee the entire
American coastline. Colonial merchants soon learned to operate outside British law. Finally, those who
escaped religious persecution in England demanded the freedom to worship according to their faiths. Colonial
Governments Each of the thirteen colonies had a charter, or written agreement between the colony and the
king of England or Parliament. Charters of royal colonies provided for direct rule by the king. A colonial
legislature was elected by property holding males. But governors were appointed by the king and had almost
complete authority â€” in theory. The legislatures controlled the salary of the governor and often used this
influence to keep the governors in line with colonial wishes. The first colonial legislature was the Virginia
House of Burgesses, established in The colonies along the eastern coast of North America were formed under
different types of charter, but most developed representative democratic governments to rule their territories.
When the first Pilgrims voyaged to the New World, a bizarre twist of fate created a spirit of self-government.
These Pilgrims of the Mayflower were bound for Virginia in , but they got lost and instead landed at Plymouth
in present-day Massachusetts. Since Plymouth did not lie within the boundaries of the Virginia colony, the
Pilgrims had no official charter to govern them. So they drafted the Mayflower Compact, which in essence
declared that they would rule themselves. Although Massachusetts eventually became a royal colony, the
Pilgrims at Plymouth set a powerful precedent of making their own rules that later reflected itself in the town
meetings that were held across colonial New England. England tried to regulate trade, and forbid colonies
from trading with other European countries. England also maintained the right to tax the colonies. Both trade
and taxation were difficult for England to control, and so an informal agreement emerged. England regulated
trade but allowed colonists the right to levy their own taxes. A proprietary charter allowed the governor of the
colony to rule with great power over his lands. This delicate agreement was put to test by the French and
Indian War. The war was expensive, and from the British point of view, colonists should help pay for it,
especially considering that England believed it was protecting the colonists from French and Indian threats.
The new taxes levied by the Crown nevertheless horrified the colonists. British naval measures to arrest
smugglers further incited American shippers. These actions served as stepping stones to the Revolution.
Religious Freedom Religious freedom served as a major motivation for Europeans to venture to the American
colonies. Puritans and Pilgrims in Massachusetts, Quakers in Pennsylvania, and Catholics in Maryland
represented the growing religious diversity in the colonies. Rhode Island was founded as a colony of religious
freedom in reaction to zealous Puritans. As a result, many different faiths coexisted in the colonies. This
variety required an insistence on freedom of religion since the earliest days of British settlement. So the
colonial experience was one of absorbing British models of government, the economy, and religion. Over the
course of about years, American colonists practiced these rudimentary forms of self-government that
eventually led to their decision to revolt against British rule. The democratic experiment of American self-rule
was therefore not a sudden change brought about by the Declaration of Independence. By , Americans had
plenty of practice. The Royal Proclamation of This proclamation, issued by the King of England in , is a good
example of a royal charter. This website from a Canadian lawyer also includes a brief annotation that gives the
historical background to the text, and a map showing the regions in question. William Penn â€” Visionary
Proprietor William Penn ruled all of Pennsylvania through the powers of his proprietary charter. What he set
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up was a model state of the kind of religious tolerance that the U. The Stamp Act Imagine being taxed to play
cards or read a newspaper. After the French and Indian War, the King of England imposed new taxes such as
those on the thirteen colonies. These taxes led to the cry of "taxation without representation" and ultimately
the American Revolution. One of the earliest examples of a royal charter, this document, online at Yale
University, gave Sir Walter Raleigh power over any new land he came across. In colonial Virginia, colonists
had to pay tax on just about everything, including people. Slaves, Native American servants, and widows were
named as just a few of the things that a household might be taxed on. Check out this all-text table of taxes
from the Library of Virginia.
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Following Viking raids and settlement in the ninth century, the Anglo-Saxon kingdom of Wessex emerged as
the dominant English kingdom. Alfred the Great secured Wessex, achieved dominance over western Mercia ,
and assumed the title "King of the English". The 11th century saw England become more stable, despite a
number of wars with the Danes, which resulted in a Danish monarchy for one generation. The new monarch
continued the centralisation of power begun in the Anglo-Saxon period, while the Feudal System continued to
develop. William II , then Henry I. Henry made a controversial decision to name his daughter Matilda his only
surviving child as his heir. Matilda challenged his reign; as a result, England descended into a period of
disorder known as the Anarchy. Henry accordingly became the first Angevin king of England and the first
monarch of the Plantagenet dynasty as Henry II in Nevertheless, Henry managed to expand his kingdom,
forming what is retrospectively known as the Angevin Empire. He was killed besieging a castle, and John
succeeded him. In , the barons coerced the king into issuing Magna Carta Latin for "Great Charter" to
guarantee the rights and liberties of the nobility. The war ended in a clear royalist victory and in the death of
many rebels, but not before the king had agreed to summon a parliament in He attempted to establish English
domination of Scotland. However, gains in Scotland were reversed during the reign of his successor, Edward
II , who also faced conflict with the nobility. His year-old son became Edward III. His campaigns conquered
much French territory, but by , all the gains had been lost. Like many of his predecessors, Richard II conflicted
with the nobles by attempting to concentrate power in his own hands. In , while he was campaigning in
Ireland, his cousin Henry Bolingbroke seized power. Richard was deposed, imprisoned, and eventually
murdered, probably by starvation, and Henry became king as Henry IV. For most of his reign, Henry IV was
forced to fight off plots and rebellions; his success was partly due to the military skill of his son, the future
Henry V. Although he was victorious, his sudden death in left his infant son Henry VI on the throne and gave
the French an opportunity to overthrow English rule. Edward V disappeared, presumably murdered by
Richard. Through skill and ability, Henry re-established absolute supremacy in the realm, and the conflicts
with the nobility that had plagued previous monarchs came to an end. Religious upheaval and disputes with
the Pope led the monarch to break from the Roman Catholic Church and to establish the Church of England
the Anglican Church. He was wary of allowing his Catholic elder half-sister Mary I to succeed, and therefore
drew up a will designating Lady Jane Grey as his heiress. Mary I married Philip of Spain , who was declared
king and co-ruler, pursued disastrous wars in France and attempted to return England to Roman Catholicism,
burning Protestants at the stake as heretics in the process. Upon her death in , the pair were succeeded by her
Protestant half-sister Elizabeth I. England returned to Protestantism and continued its growth into a major
world power by building its navy and exploring the New World. List of Scottish monarchs In Scotland, as in
England, monarchies emerged after the withdrawal of the Roman empire from Britain in the early fifth
century. Kenneth MacAlpin is traditionally viewed as the first king of a united Scotland known as Scotia to
writers in Latin, or Alba to the Scots. Early Scottish monarchs did not inherit the Crown directly; instead the
custom of tanistry was followed, where the monarchy alternated between different branches of the House of
Alpin. As a result, however, the rival dynastic lines clashed, often violently. From to , seven consecutive
monarchs were either murdered or killed in battle. He continued to ruthlessly eliminate opposition, and when
he died in he was succeeded by his grandson, Duncan I , instead of a cousin, as had been usual. Eventually, the
Crown came to his youngest son, David I. In exchange for his release, William was forced to acknowledge
Henry as his feudal overlord. The English King Richard I agreed to terminate the arrangement in , in return for
a large sum of money needed for the Crusades. Scottish leaders appealed to King Edward I of England for
help in determining who was the rightful heir. On her way to Scotland in , however, Margaret died at sea, and
Edward was again asked to adjudicate between 13 rival claimants to the throne. A court was set up and after
two years of deliberation, it pronounced John Balliol to be king. Edward proceeded to treat Balliol as a vassal,
and tried to exert influence over Scotland. In , when Balliol renounced his allegiance to England, Edward I
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invaded. During the first ten years of the ensuing Wars of Scottish Independence , Scotland had no monarch,
until Robert the Bruce declared himself king in However, only one year later, Robert died and was succeeded
by his five-year-old son, David II. During the next four years, Balliol was crowned, deposed, restored,
deposed, restored, and deposed until he eventually settled in England, and David remained king for the next 35
years. Having paid a large ransom, James returned to Scotland in ; to restore his authority, he used ruthless
measures, including the execution of several of his enemies. He was assassinated by a group of nobles. James
III was defeated in a battle against rebellious Scottish earls in , leading to another boy-king: His forces met
with disaster at Flodden Field ; the King, many senior noblemen, and hundreds of soldiers were killed. As his
son and successor, James V , was an infant, the government was again taken over by regents. James V led
another disastrous war with the English in , and his death in the same year left the Crown in the hands of his
six-day-old daughter, Mary I. Once again, a regency was established. Mary, a Roman Catholic, reigned during
a period of great religious upheaval in Scotland. As a result of the efforts of reformers such as John Knox.
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For many years the British government wrestled in vain with the problem of how to get an American revenue at the
disposal of the Crown. The governor, representing the Crown, and the assembly, representing the people, were in
frequent conflict during the whole colonial period; and the assembly usually won through its one all-powerful weapon -a.

Royal Colonies Sources Crown Law. Royal colonies were those that in the absence or revocation of a private
or proprietary charter came under the direct, everyday governmental control of the English monarchy. It is
important to emphasize that the Crown and not Parliament held sovereignty over royal colonies. In theory
their purpose, from the royal perspective, was in some ways similar to that of a medieval fiefdom. That is, the
foremost function of a royal colony was to benefit the English Crown. Although most colonies started out as
private or proprietary ventures, the majority became royal usually through revoked or time-limited charters
well before the Revolutionary era. By the mid eighteenth century eight of the thirteen mainland colonies were
royal: Of these, only New Hampshire actually started out as a royal province and then only after Charles II
annexed it from the then-privately chartered Massachusetts Bay Colony. New York, after its English takeover
from the Dutch in , if not technically then in practical function, started out as a royal colony since Charles II
granted it to his brother, James, the duke of York, who would succeed Charles to the throne in North and
South Carolina , for instance, started out as one colony under eight proprietors. During the first two decades of
the eighteenth century proprietary control steadily waned due to French, Spanish, and Indian threats. In South
Carolina regional distinction in the Carolinas had evolved by the eighteenth century colonists deposed the
proprietary governor Robert Johnson and appointed an interim. Once the proprietors sold their interests in
North Carolina became a royal colony as well. In trustees received a twenty-one year royal charter for
Georgia, which had belonged to the Carolina proprietors until With the expiration of this charter in Georgia
became a royal colony last of the thirteen colonies formed. Dominion of New England. James II forced royal
rule over Massachusetts in Boston became the headquarters for the centralizing efforts of this Dominion of
New England under appointed Gov. Although he bore the title His Excellency, he did not have the free will of
a king. On occasion the council members had limited access, but generally the detailed contents of
administrative policy and procedure contained therein were completely secret to all but the governor. Yet the
general assemblies usually were successful hindrances to the effective execution of this power. The governor
had significant judicial powers as well. He, along with the council, had oversight of lower courts. Most
important, the governor-in-council was the highest colonial court. As legislative head of the council and
assembly the governor had sovereign veto power, a power the Crown expected him to use with vigor for the
advancement of British interests. But the governor who ignored provincial concerns, especially those
expressed through the assembly, did so at his own political peril. A compromise between carrying out royal
instructions and serving local interests was often an extremely difficult but necessary medium to attain. Given
the delicate diplomacy required to successfully govern a royal colony, it is not so surprising that the governors
began to decline in effective rule, as it I is remarkable that they succeeded at all. The fact that governors were
usually chosen for who they knew rather than for what they could do makes their relative longevity even more
impressive. It should not be forgotten that colonists in such provinces as South Carolina and Maryland saw
proprietary governorship as insufficient for stability and consequently discarded it for royal rule. But decline
in royal governorship did eventually come, especially after the mid-eighteenth century mark. None of the
forces were more significant than the ever-increasing power of local colonial assemblies. The men who made
up the royal councils were usually provincials recommended by the governor, chosen by the Board of Trade,
and appointed by the king. They ideally served for life, and the average number per council was twelve.
Councilors received no pay for their services, but their position of power often secured them other paying
positions within the government. Most councilmen were already men from families of considerable wealth. It
was not uncommon for several relatives to serve on one council. Problem of a Quorum. Five made up a
quorum on island colonies and three on the continent in emergencies. One of the most acute problems for a
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governor was keeping a quorum. Absentee councilors became such a problem that after all governors were
authorized to suspend a councilor if he was absent from the colony for twelve months without permission.
Few governors acted on the instruction, however, even as problems of prolonged absenteeism were rampant
by the mid eighteenth century. One thing that caused much consternation within the colonies was the immense
power the council had in relation to its meager quorum requirement. Outside the governor, three men could
determine the fate of legislation passed by an entire assembly. This, along with problems of absenteeism,
caused voters to trust and support the elected assembly over the aristocratic governor and council. From the
British perspective the most important governmental entity, apart from the royal governor, was the royal
provincial council. It served both as a check and theoretically as an allied partner to the governor in practically
every aspect of his duties. The council held judicial, legislative, and executive powers. When the council
served in its executive and judicial capacity, the governor was the presiding officer. But in its legislative role
the council and governor were initially to be separate, especially since the governor held absolute veto power.
In the Virginia Council complained about Gov. After governors generally could not remove members of the
council apart from a majority vote within that body. It should be added, however, that overall the governor and
council worked in considerable harmony toward their shared ideals of royal and personal interests. The real
effectiveness of the council, however, is debatable. Even with its varied legislative, judicial, and executive
functions it was relatively powerless apart from a consenting governor. Nevertheless, over time both became
victims of the elected assembly. Cite this article Pick a style below, and copy the text for your bibliography.
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