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I just completed my first year in a experimental psychology program, and because of that, I do a lot of writing. I have
only recently finished reading this book, but it was of great value and wish I had read it a few years ago when I was an
undergraduate student and decided to pursue a graduate degree.

It is possible your lecturer will give you some advice - pay attention to this as it will help you plan your
answer. Next conduct preliminary reading based on your lecture notes. After reading, plan a response to the
task. This plan could be in the form of a mind map, a summary table, or by writing a core statement which
encompass the entire argument of your essay in just a few sentences. After writing your plan conduct
supplementary reading and refine your plan and make it more detailed. It is tempting to skip these preliminary
steps and just write the first draft while reading at the same time. However, reading and planning will make
the essay writing process easier, quicker, and ensure a higher quality essay is produced. Now let us look at
what constitutes a good essay in psychology. There are a number of important features. A Global Structure structure the material in a way that allows for a logical sequence of ideas. The introduction, main body and
conclusion should all be linked. Each paragraph should comprise a main theme which are illustrated and
developed through a number of points supported by evidence. Knowledge and Understanding - recognise,
recall and show understanding on a range of scientific material that accurately reflects the main theoretical
perspectives. Evidence of independent thinking, insight and evaluation of the evidence. Quality of Written
Communication - writing clearly and succinctly with appropriate use of paragraphs, spelling and grammar. All
sources referenced accurately and in line with APA guidelines. In the main body of the essay every paragraph
should demonstrate both knowledge and critical evaluation. There should also be an appropriate balance
between these two essay components. Most students make the mistake of writing too much knowledge and not
enough evaluation which is the difficult bit. It is best to structure your essay according to key themes. Themes
are illustrated and developed through a number of points supported by evidence. Choose relevant points only,
ones that most reveal the theme or help to make a convincing and interesting argument. You need to be
concise, and clearly articulate your argument. A sentence should contain no unnecessary words, a paragraph
no unnecessary sentences. Be clear why each point is is relevant to the argument. It would be useful at the
beginning of each paragraph if you explicitly outlined the theme being discussed. Try not to overuse
quotations in your essays. It is more appropriate to use original content to demonstrate your understanding.
Psychology is a science so you must support your ideas with evidence not your own personal opinion. If you
are discussing a theory or research study make sure you cite the source of the information. Bowlby claimed
that mothering is almost useless if delayed until after two and a half to three years and, for most children, if
delayed till after 12 months, i. Or Maslow stated that people are motivated to achieve certain needs. When one
need is fulfilled a person seeks to fullfil the next one, and so on. As a general rule make sure there is at least
one citation i. Remember to answer the essay question. Underline the key words in the essay title. Each
paragraph in your essay should contribute to answering the essay question. Critical Evaluation In simple terms
this means outlining the strengths and limitations of a theory or research study. There are many ways you can
critically evaluate: Is the sample biased or can we generalize the findings to other populations? What are the
strengths and limitations of the method used and data obtained? Be careful to ensure that any methodological
criticisms are justified and not trite. Rather than hunting for weaknesses in every study; only highlight
limitations which make you doubt the conclusions that the authors have drawn â€” e. Compare or contrast
different theories - Outline how the theories are similar and how they differ. Debates or perspectives - Refer to
debates such as nature or nurture, reductionism vs. For example, would they agree or disagree with a theory or
the findings of the study? What are the ethical issues of the research? Gender bias - If research is biased
towards men or women it does not provide a clear view of the behavior that has been studied. A dominantly
male perspective is known as an androcentric bias. Psychology is predominantly a white, Euro-American
enterprise. Does the theory or study being discussed judge other cultures by Western standards? The main
criterion is that benefits must outweigh costs. But benefits are almost always to humans and costs to animals.
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Animal research also raises the issue of extrapolation. Instead make sure you expand on your points,
remember, quality of evaluation is most important than quantity. When you are writing an evaluation
paragraph use the PEC system. Explain how and why the point is relevant. Are they positive or negative? For
Example Point It is argued that psychoanalytic therapy is only of benefit to an articulate, intelligent, affluent
minority. Explain Because psychoanalytic therapy involves talking and gaining insight, and is costly and
time-consuming, it is argued that it is only of benefit to an articulate, intelligent, affluent minority. Evidence
suggests psychoanalytic therapy works best if the client is motivated and has a positive attitude. Furthermore,
the levels of dependency of depressed clients mean that transference is more likely to develop. Using Research
Studies in your Essays Research studies can either be knowledge or evaluation. If you refer to the procedures
and findings of a study, this shows knowledge and understanding. If you comment on what the studies shows,
and what it supports and challenges about the theory in question, this shows evaluation. Writing an
Introduction It is often best to write your introduction when you have finished the main body of the essay, so
that you have a good understanding to the topic area. Ideally the introduction should; Identify the subject of
the essay and define the key terms. Let the reader know how you will focus your essay by identifying the main
themes to be discussed. Introductions are very important as first impressions count and they can create a halo
effect in the mind of the lecturer grading your essay. If you start off well then you are more likely to be
forgiven for the odd mistake later one. Writing a Conclusion So many students either forget to write a
conclusion or fail to give it the attention it deserves. Also, you might like to suggest what future research may
need to be conducted and why read the discussion section of journal articles for this. If you are unsure of what
to write read the essay question and answer it in one paragraph. Points that unite or embrace several themes
can be used to great effect as part of your conclusion. This is an important feature of quality of communication
along with spelling and grammar. This means that the paragraphs follow a logical order like the chapters in a
novel. Have a global structure with themes arranged in a way that allows for a logical sequence of ideas. To
improve the flow of your essay make sure the last sentence of one paragraph links to first sentence of the next
paragraph. This will help the essay flow and make it easier to read. Repeating citations unnecessarily disrupts
the flow of an essay. Referencing The reference section is the list of all the sources cited in the essay in
alphabetical order. It is not a bibliography a list of the books you used. If you have been using textbooks this is
easy as the references are usually at the back of the book and you can just copy them down. If you have been
using websites then you may have a problem as they might not provide a reference section for you to copy.
References need to be set out APA style: Journal Articles Author, A. Journal Title, volume number issue
number , page numbers A simple way to write your reference section is use Google scholar. Next, copy and
paste the APA reference into the reference section of your essay. Once again remember that references need to
be in alphabetical order according to surname.
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R. Eric Landrum, PhD, is a professor of psychology at Boise State University, Idaho. He received his PhD in cognitive
psychology (with an emphasis in quantitative methodology) from Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, in

You are welcome to pick the one that you most passionate about and use it for composing your article. By no
means should these topics be what you write about word for word but you can use them to influence your
decisions, and take them as prompts as to what to study. Social psychology research topics What are the main
factors that can affect social cognition within a family? What are the roles of aggression and violence in social
psychology? What are the underlying causes of prejudice and discrimination? How can members of society
adjust to physical disabilities? What are the main social influences on children today? What are some of the
most harrowing learning difficulties and how do they affect people in the workplace? What can bring about a
severe change of attitudes towards religion? Prosocial behaviors in social psychology. What use does the
bystander effect have in social psychology? How can families adjust to bereavement? How can one adjust to
physical illnesses? Our features Any deadline. Regardless of the turnaround time or field of study, you can be
sure we have qualified personnel to handle the assignment for you. Our writers are knowledgeable in virtually
all subject areas and will process your assignment as fast as possible to beat the deadlines. Quality Guarantee
We have an exceptional team of proficient writers with a vast experience in writing quality academic essays.
Therefore, we will deliver academic essays of amazing quality not available anywhere else. You can bet on
that! Best essay writers You will not find competent and certified essay writers like the ones on our
spectacular team. We are your best bet for having a professionally written essay that will get you the best
grades in no time. Let us process your essay and you will see only amazing results with us. Plagiarism free
With us, originality and uniqueness are paramount factors to success. We can never compromise on that. You
can bet that we double check our essays so you know you will receive original work every time. Online chat
with writers We have many competent and certified writers available to process your essay and you can chat
with them online to find the best one to work with. Fast delivery of essay We have many certified writers who
are ready to happily process your essay even with a 4-hour deadline. Our team of writing experts is available
on call and can churn out an outstanding essay for you on short notice without compromising on quality.
Affordable prices Our essay writing service is tailored to fit your budget. We have only affordable prices for
you, and we offer a quality service. Is the notion of the self an illusion? How important is social identity in
modern society? Interpersonal relationships in shaping behaviors. Adjusting the mind to changing
geographical location. The effect of eating disorders on society. Learning difficulties in the school
environment. How can the learning disabilities of one member of the family affect the whole family unit?
How should we treat people with ADHD within the family system? How can the relocation of children affect
their mental health processes? What are the best family therapy techniques for children with behavioral
disorders? What are the psychosocial effects on families by autistic children? What effects do AIDS have on
the family psychologically? What are some of the effects of immigration on the emotional family process?
What are the cultural influences that affect miscarriage? How should we adjust the needs of bereaved family
members? What are the implications of copper-based approach work to reduce PTSD? How can one establish
healthy co-parenting structures? What are the costs and benefits of therapeutic divorce mediation? How can
psychologists adjust to bereaved family needs? How does a family deal with the issue of substance abuse?
How do genetics and physiology play in relationship psychology? What complications can cancer prevention
have for family functioning? How do cultural influences affect families that have lost a number? Do
emotionally focused couples benefit from therapy work? How do reconciliation issues affect couples after they
divorce? How does grief affect the family unit? How does the loss of a pet create problems within families?
How can Autism affect modern society? What is the use of colour psychology in cognitive development
studies? How can we more effectively measure the attention span of children? What are some of the best ways
to recover memory loss? Why do people encounter memories? What are the main factors that affect problem
solving abilities in young children? How can critical thinking ability be measured in cognitive psychology
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experiments? What is the influence of judgements in decision-making capacity? What are the underlying
factors that would cause someone to repressed parts of their memory? Developmental psychology research
topics How can a development of psychology tackle bullying? What role do the media have to play in
facilitating violence? What factors create violence in children? What are some of the underlying causes of
psychopathic behavior in youth? What factors play into learning languages and language learning capabilities?
What place do gender roles have in modern society? How can parental development influence child
development? What factors increase the likelihood of child abuse? What are some of the psychological
reasons as to why the ageing process exists? What are some of the fundamental ways of parenting that have
recently been cast a bad light by developmental psychology research? Abnormal psychology research topics
What are some of the main factors that increase anorexia in children? How can anomie best to be studied in
psychology? What are the main reasons for anorexia in adults? What are some of the causes of borderline
personality disorders? The causes of an eating disorder. Psychological outcomes of telling the truth vs lying.
Why do some people experience multiple personality defects? Changes in measures of insanity over time.
Asexuality as a sexual orientation. Being deviant â€” what are some of the underlying causes of this? The
reasons for suicidal tendencies. Narcissistic attitudes in modern society. How can the Oedipus complex be best
researched today? What makes phobias and their characteristics such a struggle to live with? How can
therapists reduce bulimia in teenagers? The rise of antisocial behavior with the advance of modern capitalism.
Suicide in adolescents as a study of cognitive brain change. Anxiety about school and the effect on
adolescents. Mood disorders in children and adolescents. What are the most common reasons behind
psychopathic actions? Why do people become schizophrenic? How do seasonal affective disorders have a
large effect on society in certain countries? Reasons for self-mutilating behaviors in the 21st century.
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Internships in Psychology: The APAGS Workbook for Writing This authoritative, hands-on book provides doctoral-level
psychology students with all the resources necessary to successfully navigate the internship application process.

Talk with a Psychology Faculty Member about career options. Is Psychology the right major for me?
Psychology degrees from Washington State University prepare students to enter the job market in a wide
variety of fields when teamed up with an adequate minor. Keep in mind your future goals when choosing a
degree. The program is designed for those who: What is the difference between clinical and counseling
psychology? Clinical and counseling psychologists engage in similar activities, including practice, research,
teaching, consultation, and administration. Clinical psychologists tend to work with more severely disturbed
populations, whereas counseling psychologists tend to work with less pathological populations and conduct
more vocational assessments. Thus, clinical psychologists are more likely to work at settings such as inpatient
hospitals and VA centers, whereas counseling psychologists are more likely to work in university counseling
centers. What should I do if I plan on going to graduate school? To prepare for graduate school you should
work closely with a faculty member. Graduate schools typically look for students who have: In addition, some
students find it beneficial to get experience through a practicum working in the community. For research
opportunities, almost all faculty members in the Psychology Department have undergraduate research
assistants. Check out the faculty web pages for the interest areas and then talk to the faculty member whose
research most closely matches your interest. For TA opportunities, check with your advisor, she will have a
list of instructors who have mentioned they would like a TA. Also, check out the bulletin board on the second
floor of Johnson Tower by the elevators, where some instructors post opportunities. Are there summer
internships for undergraduate students? The Psychology Department does not offer internships during the
summer. There are sometimes research and TA opportunities during the summer. Advising â€” when and how
does it work? Before you can register each semester, you must meet with an advisor. Advising takes place in
April for Fall registration and October for Spring registration. Watch your email and the whiteboard outside of
the main Psychology Office for dates and times. Please visit the Advising Signup Website for an advising
appointment at any time. What are the requirements to major in Psychology? The Bachelor of Science in
Psychology requires a minimum of 35 credits of Psychology. Students are required to take a minimum of 10
credit hours of psychology in residence at Washington State University and must maintain a cumulative and
Psychology GPA of 2. If you intend to waive the foreign language requirement at the college level, you must
provide the Psychology Department with a high school transcript showing 2 years of foreign language or
junior high transcript with 3 years completion. What are the certification requirements? What are the
requirements to minor in Psychology? The minor in Psychology may be certified after completion of 60
semester hours. Psych or Psych is required. Students must complete 18 credit hours in Psych; of which at least
9 must be taken at WSU and at least 9 must be in letter-graded level courses. Psychology courses must be
taken for a letter grade, except for Psych , , and A minimum GPA of 2. The Writing Portfolio is a two-part,
mid-career diagnostic to determine if your writing abilities are ready to handle the challenges of your
Writing-in-the-Major M Courses and other upper-division courses that assign writing. Four broad categories
are divided into ten requirements; only approved classes will fulfill them. Of the 34 total credits, only three,
three-credit courses may be taken within the major. By definition, transfer students are students who earned
ANY amount of credits after high school, excluding summer. Students who earned credit while still in high
school are freshman. Current students will continue to follow the General Education Requirements as outlined
in the catalog. There are a number of steps undergraduates must take in order to graduate and participate in
commencement.
Chapter 4 : University of Washington Department of Psychology
Download undergraduate writing in psychology or read undergraduate writing in psychology online books in PDF, EPUB
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and Mobi Format. Click Download or Read Online button to get undergraduate writing in psychology book now.

Chapter 5 : Writing in Psychology | Writing Center
Note: Citations are based on reference standards. However, formatting rules can vary widely between applications and
fields of interest or study. The specific requirements or preferences of your reviewing publisher, classroom teacher,
institution or organization should be applied.

Chapter 6 : Writing Within Psychology | Undergraduate Catalog
Undergraduate Writing in Psychology has 11 ratings and 0 reviews. Step-by-step guidance on such topics as: crafting
research questions or theses; executi.

Chapter 7 : Undergraduate Writing in Psychology: Learning to Tell the Scientific Story by R. Eric Landrum
Reviews the book, Undergraduate writing in psychology: Learning to tell the scientific story by R. Eric Landrum (see
record ). This review is written from the perspective of a student who enrolled in a course on academic writing and a
professor who taught the course.

Chapter 8 : Undergraduate FAQs | WSU Department of Psychology | Washington State University
The Writing Portfolio is a two-part, mid-career diagnostic to determine if your writing abilities are ready to handle the
challenges of your Writing-in-the-Major (M) Courses and other upper-division courses that assign writing.

Chapter 9 : Psychology Research Paper Topics For College Students | calendrierdelascience.com
Certainly, psychology is one of the most interesting branches of science out there. Practically everything today is
influenced by it or has an impact on one's subconscious. If you're an aspiring psychologist or you are studying therapy
for your undergraduate or master's degree, there are many topics available for research; and, sometimes.
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