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THE TRAP the United States faces in Iraq exemplifies a recurring dilemma in U.S. foreign policy: Presidents have
continuously coddled client regimes unwilling to make the political trade-offs necessary for national legitimacy.

Not to seek earthly treasure or the favor of men, But to be found with pureness of heart. Search every
chamber, expose them to me Create motives of honor and simplicity May You find faithfulness, integrity, In a
heart that is worthy for Your eyes to see. My only ambition is to stand before You And find I was pleasing in
Your sight An obedient child of God, faithful and true, Found with pureness of heart. We might all do well to
pray this old Puritan prayer - "O my Savior, Help me. I am so slow to learn, so prone to forget, so weak to
climb; I am in the foothills when I should be on the heights; I am pained by my graceless heart, my prayerless
days, my poverty of love, my sloth in the heavenly race, my sullied conscience, my wasted hours, my unspent
opportunities. I am blind while light shines around me: Make it my chief joy to study Thee, meditate on Thee,
gaze on Thee Heb Give me increase and progress in grace so that there may be more decision in my character,
more vigor in my purposes, more elevation in my life, more fervor in my devotion, more constancy in my
zeal. As I have a position in the world, keep me from making the world my position. May I never seek in the
creature what can be found only in the Creator. Let not faith cease from seeking Thee, until it vanishes into
sight. Entertaining a sinful thought, even for a moment, may lead to ruin Mark 4: Single-mindedness, the
ability to focus, to shut everything out when necessary, is the key to success in virtually every area of life. It is
the essential ingredient of the manic virtue of basketball heroes Michael Jordan and Tim Duncan or of golf
great Jack Nicklaus or the creative musical genius Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart. But here the focus is not a
basketball rim, a flag fluttering on a distant green, or a musical scoreâ€”it is Christ himself and how to please
him. The single-minded disciple is in the world, but he does not get "entangled" literal translation in the world.
He avoids anything that will hinder single-minded dedication to his Master. Paul put it this way to the
Philippians: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win
the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus" Phil 3: To Guard the Post. They are means,
not ends; and must be made to help him on, not suffered to keep him back. If they become entanglements
instead of opportunities, he will soon lose that state of constant preparation and alertness, which is the
indispensable condition of success. But let us not be fooled into thinking this is an easy task. We face the same
danger as the frog in the pan of slowly heating water. Unless we remain sharp in the faith, constantly testing
the thoughts and trends of the world about us against the revealed will of God, we too will slowly die. In all
walks of life Christ our commanding officer is the priority. We should not be distracted by the normal affairs
of everyday life in such a way that they cannot and do not give themselves wholeheartedly to their commander
and his orders The New International Greek Testament Commentary â€” The Pastoral Epistles. While civilian
affairs are not wrong in themselves, they become a problem if the Christian gets so entangled in them that his
or her ministry suffers. Christian workers, whether pastors or laymen, must watch their outside involvements
carefully. Every child of God is to recognize that he is a soldier. And we are to recognize that the Christian life
is not a playground; it is a battlefield. It is a battlefield where battles are being won, and where battles are
being lost also. There is a real spiritual battle going on. As someone has said, "The main thing is to keep the
main thing the main thing. A lesson study of 2 Timothy. MacArthur - Paul is not speaking about things that
necessarily are wrong in themselves. It is not that a soldier should have no contact at all with his former
friends and surroundings, but that he is not to become caught up and enmeshed in them. Those things are
irrelevant to his soldiering and are always subject to being relinquished. In the same way, a good soldier of
Christ Jesus refuses to allow earthly matters to interfere with the fulfillment of his duty to his Lord. Many
Christians, pastors, special ministries, and doctrinally sound churches have been undermined by concerns and
activities that are innocent in themselves but have been allowed to crowd out the primary purpose of serving
Jesus Christ in the advancing of His kingdom against the forces of darkness. When Christ is our first love, we
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will "have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to Him" 2 Cor. Those who will war the
good warfare must sit loose to this world. That we may please him who hath chosen us to be soldiers. The way
to please him who hath chosen us to be soldiers is not to entangle ourselves with the affairs of this life, but to
be free from such entanglements as would hinder us in our holy warfare. Like a soldier, a Christian leader
must resist the distractions that would make peripherals seem like priorities. Wesleyan Bible Commentary
This illustration can be summed up in the phrase "Stay focused. Christians have to deal with everyday events,
but we should not allow them to engross us. Our goal and motivation is to "please the one who enlisted" us,
namely, Christ. It is no easy task to maintain this concentration on holy matters. It requires the power of the
Holy Spirit. Any worldly pursuit which gets in the way of our service for God must be pushed to one side. The
Christian should have one aim in life: The primary point of application is that of single-minded focus. A
soldier exists to "please the one who enlisted him as a soldier. The Pastoral Epistles for Pastors. In fact, God
wants to bless us with nice things. But we are not to allow material possessions to become so ingrained in our
hearts that they become the central focus of our lives. Our souls, emotions, and desires are not to become so
ensnared, entangled, and caught up in the things of the world that we become meshed together with them.
How do you know if natural possessions mean too much to you? Well, could you give them up if the Lord
asked you to? Or have they become so woven into the very fabric of your life that you are now entangled in
them? Only you and the Holy Spirit know the answers to these questions. Do everything in your power to keep
the temporal things of this world in the right perspective. Keep them in your hands but out of your heart. Alan
Carr - I read about a massive oak tree. A vine had grown up along its trunk. The vine started smallâ€”nothing
to bother about. But over the years the vine had gotten taller and taller. Now the great tree was in serious
danger. This huge, solid oak was quite literally being taken over; the life was being squeezed from it. But the
gardeners in that park had seen the danger. They had taken a saw and severed the trunk of the vineâ€”one neat
cut across the middle. That would gradually become plain as weeks passed and the creepers began to die and
fall away from the tree. How easy it is for sin and other seemingly little things, things which begins so small
and seemingly insignificant, to grow until they have a strangle hold on our lives. What kind of vines do you
have in your life? What kind of entanglements are choking out your spiritual life today? Black - Like a soldier,
a Christian leader must resist the distractions that would make peripherals seem like priorities. The cost of
leadership is full devotion to duty and full attention to the task at hand. This holy detachment does not make
the Christian culturally, politically, or economically irrelevant. The idea is not to look away from the issues of
the day but to look beyond them to Christ, who is eternally relevant. William Wilberforce is a prime example
of a man who was in the world but not of it. Warm my heart with the love of Thee, animate my sluggish
nature and fix my inconstancy, and volatility, that I may not be weary in well doing. Three days later,
Wilberforce died. The day which was the termination of his labors was the termination of his life. You have to
be one or the other. You cannot live the Christian way of life and be involved in cosmic activity at the same
time. You have to choose one or the other. Engaged in a spiritual battle, the Christian soldier likewise must
concentrate on his work; he must not devote his time and interests to a business on the side which hinders his
faithful performance of his primary responsibility. Rather, he must be on guard against becoming so involved
in such pursuits that he no longer feels free to give himself fully to the call of Christian service. In another
note Hiebert wrote the good soldier of Christ Jesus "must keep habitually free from getting himself tied up in
these pursuits so that he is not at liberty to devote himself to his primary duty. Nor did the early Christian
church understand this passage as forbidding a trade to the minister. There is nothing wrong with a limited use
of sports or computers or recreation or hobbies, if we use them to refresh us for the battle. In light of the length
of eternity and the brevity of our life, it follows that a simple question to evaluate all of our temporal, passing,
worldly activities is "Will it entangle me? You know that you are entangled by your possessions begin to
possess you, when you hold them not just in your hand, but in your heart! You are entangled when the
temporal hinders your good fight of faith for the eternal. Gene Getz adds that nothing "entangles a Christian in
the affairs of this life more quickly and subtly than materialism. He had lived among them for some 62 years,
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but he had never settled down. Even after all this time, he had never set down roots in this world. What a
lesson to the children of God!
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