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When a Grandparent Dies: A Kid's Own Remembering Workbook for Dealing with Shiva and the Year Beyond
[Nechama Liss-Levinson] on calendrierdelascience.com *FREE* shipping on qualifying offers. The death of a
grandparent is often a child's first encounter with grief.

Or for teaching us by your example, The value of hard work, good judgment, Courage and integrity? We
wonder if we ever thanked you For the sacrifices you made. To let us have the very best? And for the simple
things Like laughter, smiles and times we shared? And we are hoping you knew all along, How much you
meant to us. She was with us, in her own home, up to the end of her life. She listened, then asked which door
would they go through. I believe my late father-in-law did speak to her, told her he would come for her, and
they would go through the door to Heaven. After that, she seemed to be at peace. Shortly after, she left us.
God Saw You Getting Tired God saw you getting tired and a cure was not to be so he put his arms around you
and whispered, With tearful eyes we watch you and saw you pass away and although we loved you dearly we
could not make you stay. A Golden heart stopped beating hard working hands at rest. Perhaps, the poem are
thoughts of a grandchild who was raised by a grandparent. The warmth of the wind could be representative of
the warmth of love the grandchild felt. The next stanza reminds me of the loving hugs my own grandmother
always had plenty to share. I Heard Your Voice in the Wind Today I heard your voice in the wind today and I
turned to see your face; The warmth of the wind caressed me as I stood silently in place. I felt your touch in
the sun today as its warmth filled the sky; I closed my eyes for your embrace and my spirit soared high. I saw
your eyes in the window pane as I watched the falling rain; It seemed as each raindrop fell it quietly said your
name. I held you close in my heart today it made me feel complete; You may have diedâ€¦but you are not gone
you will always be a part of me. As long as the sun shinesâ€¦ the wind blowsâ€¦ You will live on inside of me
forever for that is all my heart knows. The poem could also be used as a beginning to your sharing some
memories and why your grandparent was special.
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How to Deal With the Death of a Grandparent. Dealing with the death of grandparent may be one of the hardest things
you ever have to do. It may be doubly hard because it could be your first experience with losing a loved one.

Adoption cuts off all visitation rights of the natural grandparents. A grandparent may also petition for
visitation rights if one of the parents joins that petition, if one of the parents of the child is deceased, or if the
parents are unmarried. Like many other states, visitation rights are based on a preexisting relationship between
the grandparent and child, although California does not require a certain period of time for there to be bond
between grandparent and grandchild. Adoption does not automatically cut off the visitation rights of
grandparents. Adoption cuts off the visitation rights of the grandparents unless the adoption is granted to a
stepparent. The court is likely to consider the following elements in determining whether a parent-like
relationship has existed: After the papers are filed, the case heads to mediation. If an agreement cannot be
reached, the case will receive a court date. Adoption cuts off all visitation rights of grandparents. Grandparents
can now sue for visitation if the parents of their grandchild are deceased, missing, or in a persistent vegetative
state. GEORGIA While Georgia did amend its laws to make visitation rights friendlier for grandparents, they
still cannot sue if the grandchild is living in an intact family. In order to win visitation rights, a grandparent
must show that harm will befall a child if their contact is restricted. However, a court case declared that the
law is unconstitutional as written and Hawaiian legislatures have yet to update the statute or add an
amendment allowing it to hold up in court. Thus, Hawaii is currently without a working grandparents
visitation law. If grandparents can prove this denial of visitation, they fall into one of the two following
categories: A court may not allow visitation to a paternal grandparent if the grandchild was born out of
wedlock and paternity has not been established. For paternal grandparents, paternity must be established.
Grandparents may not seek visitation with children in intact families. Adoption cuts off the visitation rights of
the grandparents unless the adoption is granted to a stepparent or a natural grandparent, sibling, aunt, uncle,
niece, or nephew of the child. Furthermore, grandparents must overcome three obstacles to obtain visitation
rights. First, like most states, grandparents must prove that visitation is in the best interest of the child. If the
grandchild is adopted by someone other than a stepparent, a grandparent loses all visitation rights. KANSAS
Visitation rights depend upon the grandparent and grandchild having a prior relationship and showing that
continued contact with grandparent is within the theist interests of the child. In the case of a divorce, the case
will be heard in the county where the divorce was finalized, no matter how old the divorce case is. If no case
involving divorce, custody or paternity is present, you can still sue for visitation but this process is much more
complex and will likely require a lawyer. Kentucky is one of the few states that allows grandparents to sue for
visitation if the grandchild lives in an intact family. Grandparents may also win visitation rights even if their
son or daughter, the father or mother of the child in question, had his or her parental rights terminated. This
statute does not explicitly determine what the best interests of the child are, so justices made decisions on a
case by case basis. But after the U. Supreme Court handed down the Troxel v. Granville decision in , which
stated that there is a presumption that fit parents make decisions that are in the best interests of their children
and it is on the grandparents to overcome this presumption, everything changed. Now, it is up to the
grandparents to prove parental unfitness or an exceptional circumstance that calls for grandparent visitation.
Despite recognizing that this statute is badly flawed, and lawmakers introducing bills to revise the statute in , ,
, and , a clarification of these laws have failed to come out of committee. They may not file if the grandchild is
living in an intact family. The court must consider the best interest of the child, but the statute provides no
factors to determine what is best. The grandparent must also prove that the grandchild would suffer harm if
contact was denied. Adoption cuts off the visitation rights of grandparents unless the adoption is granted to a
stepparent. Second, a grandparent can request visitation rights during or after a divorce, separation, custody
proceedings, annulments and paternity proceedings. In all three scenarios, the court considers the best interest
of the child, if visitation would interfere with the relationship between the parent and the child, and the amount
of time the grandparent has spent with a child. Adoption cuts off visitation rights unless the adopting party is a
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stepparent. MISSISSIPPI Grandparents can sue for visitation if they are the parents of the non-custodial
parent, the parents of a parent whose parental rights have been terminated or the parent of a deceased parent.
Adoption cuts off the visitation rights of grandparents unless the adoption is granted someone related to the
child by blood or marriage. Adoption cuts off the visitation rights of grandparents unless adoption is granted to
a stepparent, another grandparent, or a blood relative. Adoption cuts off the visitation rights of grandparents
unless adoption is granted to a stepparent or another grandparent. Grandparents cannot petition for visitation if
the child lives in an intact family. Visitation cannot interfere with the parent-child relationship. Adoption cuts
off all rights of grandparents. Adoption cuts off the rights of grandparents, unless adoption is granted to a
stepparent. Note that a New Jersey Court of Appeals in ruled the New Jersey statute providing grandparental
visitation unconstitutional. Note that a New York appellate court in ruled the New York statute providing
grandparental visitation unconstitutional. A court may grant visitation rights as part of an order determining
custody of the child. Adoption cuts off the visitation rights of grandparents unless adoption is granted to a
stepparent or a relative of the child, where the grandparent proves that a substantial relationship exists between
the grandparent and grandchild. Adoption cuts off the rights of grandparents, unless visitation was granted
prior to the adoption. Adoption cuts off the visitation rights of grandparents unless the parent of the adopted
child retains parental rights after a stepparent adoption. The statute provides special rules when the child is
born out of wedlock. OREGON Determination of grandparent visitation rights include consideration of the
relationship between the grandparent and grandchild, as well as the relationship between the parent and child.
Determination of grandparent visitation must include consideration of the best interest of the child, potential
interference with the parent-child relationship, and the contact between the grandparent and grandchild.
Adoption cuts off visitation rights of grandparents unless adoption is granted to a stepparent or grandparent.
Determination of grandparent visitation must include consideration of the relationship of the grandparent and
grandchild, including the best interest of the child. Adoption cuts off all visitation rights. The court must
consider the relationship between the grandparent and the child, as well as the parent and the child. A court
may grant visitation if one parent is deceased, or the parents are divorced or separated. Adoption cuts off the
visitation rights of grandparents unless adoption is granted to a stepparent or grandparent of the child. TEXAS
The custody statute does not provide statutory factors for a court to determine proper custody. Visitation may
also be awarded if the parents are divorced, the child has been abused or neglected, the child has been
adjudicated a delinquent or in need of supervision, or the child has lived with the grandparent for at least six
months within 24 months of the filing of the petition for visitation. Adoption cuts off the visitation rights of
the grandparent unless the adoption is granted to a stepparent. UTAH Conditions for grandparent visitation
rights include whether a parent is deceased, or whether the parents are divorced or separated. VERMONT
Conditions for grandparent visitation rights include consideration of whether a parent is deceased,
incompetent, or whether the child has been abandoned. Adoption cuts off all visitation rights of grandparents
unless the adoption is granted to a stepparent or a relative of the child. Granville ruled the Washington
grandparent visitation statute is unconstitutional. Conditions for grandparent visitation rights include
consideration of whether a parent is deceased, the child has resided with the grandparent and subsequently was
removed by a parent, or the grandparent in several circumstances has been denied visitation by a parent.
Adoption cuts off the visitation rights of grandparents unless adoption is granted to a stepparent. Join Our
Newsletter Our most popular articles, timely advice, and the trends that affect youâ€”delivered to your inbox.
A valid email is required Share This Article Our most popular articles, timely advice, and the trends that affect
youâ€”delivered to your inbox.
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When Your Grandparent Dies: A Child's Guide to Good Grief by Victoria Ryan, R. W. Alley Losing a grandparent is often
a child's first experience with grief. The ordeal can be as bewildering as it is painful.

Patricia Franklin November 4, at 9: She was my best friend, confidant, diary, vent, you name it and she was it.
She was disabled but God allowed her to live several years after surviving three strokes and having trimmers
in her neck. She never slept well and had constant pain but she always managed to talk on the phone with me
for hours, always support my mother any way she could and look after my older cousin who too has her
disabilities. I surprised her that day and she rode a cab all the way across the city to come hear me sing. She
told me that she wanted me to sing that song to her every year until her death. I even sang the song at her
funeral, as hard as that was for me I turned my body to her and sang to her as though we were in my living
room. I miss her, terribly. My sister was murdered a day before her birthday in When my sister passed my
Toots and I grew even closer. Now that they are both in heaven together I feel lonely at times but I also know I
am surrounded by a beautiful circle of angels who watch over me and will continue to do so until I pass on.
Jolee November 1, at 8: We were very close and he taught me so much and It is hard imagining life with out
him. It also seems too soon because I lost my aunt in August last year to cancer and she was only Davis
October 30, at 6: I knew this by a family friend. He was 90 and all his family had cut any bonds with him. But
since 3 years I went to visit him 3 times a year taking my younger brothers with me. My great-grandfather and
I had not a close relationship but he was my sole remaining grandpa having his son my maternal grandfather
died before my birth and my paternal grandfather having deceased on my birthday in and I love going to visit
him. On 5 October I received the news he had died on the morning of a lung cancer. I am just 12 years old and
I just lost my grandmother todayâ€¦ Ok so this is what happend So I in August 27 my grandmother was
confined in the hospital due to a uncontrollable cough and having a hard time to breathe. I feel like a big black
rain cloud is following me all the time. Dani September 18, at 5: I write this at 4 in the morning after a restless
night. My granddad passed away July 17, at 78 years old. He was it, he was my everything. He had survived 7
heart attacks in his life. He started getting sick and we were waiting for biopsy results when one morning he
woke up seriously confused. He went to the ER where that very night they confirmed he had cancer.. Walk
around barefoot, and cook in the kitchen. I got off night shift and came to his side. Steve the owner said, did
your grandpa have a friend named Jerry growing up? What do you mean?? He said, when people are close to
passing loved ones, always the deceased, come to visit them, come to help them to the other side. To my
disbelief I sat in bed for 7 nights all night long and read about death bed visions. I am a firm believer after
reading the stories of the soon to be deceased confirming there loved ones are there. That night the owner
stated my grandfather was going to go soon. He stated it was the longest he has ever heard anyone continue
with the death rattle. I know why, my grandpa waited all night to have my grandmother alone. She turned on
sports and talked to him and When she kissed him goodbye she saw a tear down his cheek. As soon as
grandma left the room to go home I went into the room to be with him, I refused to let him die without me, he
knew that. And not five minutes after grandmother left, his breathing faded, I hollered for my mom, this was
it. I still remember it like it was yesterday. I wailed louder then I have ever wailed in my life. My shining light
for the last 30 years of my existence was gone. I cry hardly even as I write this. When it feels like the world
stops running for you but keeps running for everyone this is normal. When you wake up in the middle of the
night with a hurting heart and burning throat, this is normal. When your wondering why this is happening and
why life is so unfair, remember that some day it will be happening to you. And they will be there to help guide
you: The grief will always be there but some how time helps you cope. Everyday gets a little easier.. I pray for
you all and hope this message helped all of you in some way. I pray you all have dreams of them visiting. I
will continue being patient. See you at the gates my sweet papa.
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When Your Grandparent Dies: A Child's Guide to Good Grief (Elf-Help Books for Kids) [Victoria Ryan, R W Alley] on
calendrierdelascience.com *FREE* shipping on qualifying offers. Explaining what happens from a child's-eye view, the
elves depict the difficult days before, after, and beyond a grandparent's death.

Children are especially vulnerable during these times as they may not have had any previous exposure to
death. Knowing how to explain the death of a grandparent or even what to say to a child when a grandparent
dies is tough. While it can be hard, directly confronting death with your child can provide them with the best
opportunity for them to express their emotions and learn methods of coping with loss. Doing so can provide
you and your child with a chance to grow together and for them to say goodbye to a loved one without regrets.
How to Explain the Death of a Grandparent to a 5 Year Old Children are more than capable of understanding
and reflecting upon the death of a loved one so long as an adult can answer their questions and provide them
with a healthy environment in which to express their emotions. For example, feelings of abandonment when
they realize their grandparent is not coming back or waking up when they thought they would. They will also
be in a better place to fully share their emotions if they are aware that the time they have with their
grandparent is limited. Express Your Own Grief in Front of Them One of the best things you can do to help
your child process understand death is to express your own emotions in front of them. Doing so signals to
them that it is acceptable for them to share their feelings with you and that the emotions they are experiencing
are perfectly normal. Talking about your shared loved one, as well as laughing and crying together, can help
both you and your child come to terms with what is happening and can help your child become more resilient
in the face of loss later in life. Tell your child that you will get better and that you are still here for their needs.
Encourage Them to Communicate Their Feelings If your child is old enough to understand death, then they
will most likely have a complex set of emotions of their own to express during this time. Encourage your child
to communicate their feelings with you so they can better grieve, and ultimately heal, from their loss. If they
repress their emotions, they could have a hard time recovering from them. If your child is made to feel shame
or embarrassment for expressing themselves, they could experience difficulty coping with future losses and
may also exhibit self-destructive behaviors later in life. Listen to Your Child Encouraging your child to grieve
can be healthy for them and can help them develop skills which will help them later in life. However, your
child may not want to share their feelings, even if you provide an open environment in which to do so. Some
may not feel much grief to begin with. Answer questions as they arise, and listen to them if the grief becomes
too much. Some children will grieve more than others, and all will do so in their own way. You also do not
want to burn them out by placing an inordinate focus on grieving. It is natural to grieve for a loved one as they
approach the end of their life, but when handled properly, it can also provide a learning experience for the
young. Teaching your child about death can help your whole family make the most of the time you have left
with your loved one.
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Explaining what happens from a child's-eye view, the elves depict the difficult days before, after, and beyond a
grandparent's death. They explore the meaning of death and heaven, as well as how to stay close in spirit with a
grandparent who has died. Includes questions for discussion.

When a child dies, the pain of parental loss is near the top of the scale of human grief, and there is an
immediate outpouring of sympathy and concern for the bereaved parents. But other grieving family members,
including siblings, are often seen as secondary players who must provide support to the distraught parents.
Among these forgotten grievers are the grandparents. In many families, the relationships between grandparents
and grandchildren are every bit as profound as those between parents and their children. The death of a
grandchild also ranks high on the scale of human grief â€” but it is rarely acknowledged. There are few books
or support groups addressing the grief of grandparents, and bereavement counselors who specialize in this
kind of grief are rare. Grandparents are usually left to cope as best they can. When a grandchild dies, the
anguish of grandparents is doubled. Their grief for a son or daughter suffering this tragic loss only compounds
their pain at the loss of a beloved grandchild. Most of us hope to make a mark in the world, and the
achievements of our children and grandchildren are a part of that dream. Grandparents fill the role of the
enduring presence, the ones who are available and who can be depended upon for affection and support. The
deep, nurturing love shared by many children and their grandparents is a bond that is extraordinarily painful
when broken by death. It is a grief out-of-sight, but nonetheless powerful. If you are a grandparent who has
lost a grandchild, you have every reason to grieve deeply. Life is complex, and many of our fundamental
questions have no apparent answer: Why do such bad things happen? What is the meaning of such pain? For
now, your task is to mourn the death of this child and to take care of yourself as best as you can. Perhaps your
local hospice, faith community or mental health center has a support group for grieving grandparents. If not,
ask them start one. There may be other grieving grandparents among your friends and neighbors, and you can
share your common grief and mutual comfort. Above all, be patient with yourself, and: Select the relatives or
friends who give you comfort, and tell them how you feel. Take time off from your grief occasionally. Go visit
a friend or take a short vacation at a place that you love. The loss of a beloved grandchild is a severe blow, but
avoid thinking that life has no more to offer. Find your own expression of your loss and your search for
meaning â€”- see if you can create your own requiem. It is important that you find ways to fill the void in your
life. The worlds of literature, music, and art are can be sources of great comfort in a time of grief. If you have
always wanted to paint, take some classes and dedicate your efforts to the memory of your grandchild. Sign up
as a volunteer for a local hospital or food bank. Helping others can strengthen the nurturing identity that has
been injured by this death. By putting your pain to work, the good that comes from it can heal. When a great
loss hits us, we are numbed and life seems meaningless for a while. But with the passage of time, we again
begin to see that life is still worth living, not just for others but for ourselves, as well. Just as you loved a
grandchild, there are others â€”- friends, neighbors, and even strangers -â€” who await your love. For all its
cruel twists, this life is still the only one we are given. You have every right to be a survivor and to make the
most of each day and each year. I suggest you get started today.
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When a Grandparent Dies A grandparent's death is a heavy loss for a child. These two generations often share a
special closenessâ€”a pure-love relationship uncomplicated by the power and independence issues that cause friction
between child and parent.

When a loved one dies, children feel and show their grief in different ways. How kids cope with the loss
depends on things like their age, how close they felt to the person who died, and the support they receive. Here
are some things parents can do to help a child who has lost a loved one: When talking about death, use simple,
clear words. To break the news that someone has died, approach your child in a caring way. Use words that
are simple and direct. For example, "I have some sad news to tell you. Every child reacts differently to
learning that a loved one has died. Others seem not to react at all. Stay with your child to offer hugs or
reassurance. Put emotions into words. Talk about your own feelings: It helps kids be aware of and feel
comfortable with theirs. We both loved Grandma so much, and she loved us, too. For example, "Aunt Sara
will pick you up from school like Grandma used to. That means you and Dad will be home taking care of each
other. Allow children to join in rituals like viewings, funerals, or memorial services. Tell your child ahead of
time what will happen. For example, "Lots of people who loved Grandma will be there. People might cry and
hug. For example, "After the funeral, there is a burial at a cemetery. This can feel like a sad goodbye, and
people might cry. Explain what happens after the service as a way to show that people will feel better. For
example, "We all will go eat food together. People will laugh, talk, and hug some more. Focusing on the
happy memories about Grandma and on the good feeling of being together helps people start to feel better.
Having a small, active role can help kids master an unfamiliar and emotional situation such as a funeral or
memorial service. For example, you might invite your child to read a poem, pick a song to be played, gather
some photos to display, or make something. Let kids decide if they want to take part, and how. Help your
child remember the person. In the days and weeks ahead, encourage your child to draw pictures or write down
favorite stories of their loved one. Recalling and sharing happy memories helps heal grief and activate positive
feelings. Respond to emotions with comfort and reassurance. Notice if your child seems sad, worried, or upset
in other ways. Ask about feelings and listen. Let your child know that it takes time to feel better after a loved
one dies. Some kids may temporarily have trouble concentrating or sleeping, or have fears or worries. Support
groups and counseling can help kids who need more support. Help your child feel better. After a few minutes
of talking and listening, shift to an activity or topic that helps your child feel a little better. Play, make art,
cook, or go somewhere together. Give your child time to heal from the loss. Grief is a process that happens
over time. Be sure to have ongoing conversations to see how your child is feeling and doing. It means
remembering the person with love, and letting loving memories stir good feelings that support us as we go on
to enjoy life.
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Knowing how to explain the death of a grandparent or even what to say to a child when a grandparent dies is tough. If
you have questions about hospice, call us at () or contact us online.

This image is in the public domain. But for mourners it marked yet another milestone without absent loved
ones of being alone. Since early fall in the U. His father had a fatal heart attack, and then his mother did, too.
Losing a parent is agonizing. I know how I felt when my mother died. Losing a grandparent is painful and
life-changing, too. I miss all of my grandparents. I cannot imagine the sorrow and ache of losing both parents
or two grandparents in a single day. Their pain and mourning will last beyond the initial swells of sympathy
and kindness they no doubt received from their friends and from the public. But for the sake of the couple
themselves, who died within hours of each other â€¦ Losing a spouse is heart-breaking. His death ripped, tore
at, axed, smashed, and severed our joined mind, heart, body, and soul â€” my mind, my heart, my body, my
soul. And when one is halved, the fraction remaining is not whole. The surviving spouse is an off-kilter,
walking wound, more a jagged hole than a functioning human. Now, lest any of my friends, family, or readers
misunderstand me, let me be very, very clear before we go on from here: There were times when grief was so
ever-present, so debilitating, so excruciating, so overwhelming, so lonely â€¦ I went to bed hoping not to wake
up. I had other family and friends I needed and loved, too. Waking up to a new day was as awful as going to
bed alone. At least for a while. Why do I have to keep going? How can I endure hurting this badly? Validate
their loss by acknowledging and accepting their sorrow. If you find this helpful, please share to help others
learn what to say and what not to say.
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Chapter 8 : When Your Grandparent Dies: A Child's Guide to Good Grief by Victoria Ryan
The death of an adult child can be devastating. As parents, we don't expect our children to precede us in death. If you
are a grandparent, you may face a double loss â€” the loss of a child and a loss of contact with grandchildren. It's
important for grandparents to know about their rights and how.

Mar 25, at Here is how you can speak age-appropriately with your kids when they hear the devastating news
that a grandparent has passed away. Pin Nothing is quite as warm and nurturing as a healthy relationship
between a child and grandparent. When a beloved grandparent passes away, many children are understandably
devastated, but may not be able to express their anguish in ways that adults can understand. We spoke with
developmental psychologist Dr. Nancy Buck to hear her take on childhood grief and bereavement and how
parents can help kids cope with the painful loss of a grandparent. The basics of childhood grief and loss
Sometimes, parents are surprised that even young children have a full range of emotions when dealing with
loss, because they often process emotions differently than adults. Children process these feelings differently,
often incorporating facts and feelings into make-believe play. From infancy to adolescence Of course, the loss
of a grandparent is felt very differently between a toddler and a teenager. Here are a few things to keep in
mind as you engage with your bereaved child: The grief experienced by a toddler is contingent on the type of
relationship he or she had with the grandparent. Many older children continue to process their feelings through
play, but may also ask questions and talk about their feelings. Adolescents also experience grief and loss, but
they have the added stress of trying to figure out an appropriate social response to their feelings. How to help
your bereaved children Dr. Use books for help: Simply reading the book to your child will allow her to let her
emotions out safely. Explain the cycle of life: Even before the death of a loved one, talk with your child about
the cycle of life. You can use the seasons of the year as an illustration. If your child has an understanding of
life and death before the loss of a grandparent, it will be easier for him to incorporate his feelings into what he
already knows. Make sure your child understands that any emotions he experiences following a loss are OK.
Chapter 9 : grandparent | What to Say When Someone Dies
Parents mourn their lost babes of every age. Whether children died in utero or during infancy, whether they perished as
toddlers or tweens or teens, or whether death took them by surprise accident in young adulthood or inch-at-a-time
illness in middle age, they died out of order.
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