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Chapter 1 : Sherman Alexie Biography - Childhood, Life Achievements & Timeline
Sherman Alexie is an award-winning author, poet, and filmmaker. His work primarily focuses on contemporary Native
American identity. Alexie was born on October 7, on the Spokane Indian Reservation in Washington, to Sherman
Joseph Alexie and Lillian Agnes Cox.

As a little child he lived on the Spokane Indian Reservation, located west of Spokane. His father often left the
house on drinking binges for days at a time. They called him "The Globe" because his head was larger than
usual, due to suffering hydrocephalus as an infant. Until the age of seven, Alexie suffered from seizures and
bedwetting ; he had to take strong drugs to control them. Alexie was at a low point in his life, and Kuo served
as a mentor to him. Alexie said this book changed his life as it taught him "how to connect to non-Native
literature in a new way". Stories and Poems , published in through Hanging Loose Press. Alexie has long
supported youth programs and initiatives dedicated to supporting at-risk Native youth. They live in Seattle
with their two sons. A Memoir, [20] was reconsidering, and in March it was confirmed that Alexie had
declined the award and was postponing the publication of a paperback version of the memoir. Additionally, a
number of his pieces have been published in various literary magazines and journals, as well as online
publications. They are lightened by wit and humor. Quirk from the Dictionary of Library Biography, Alexie
asks three questions across all of his works: What does it mean to be an Indian man? Finally, what does it
mean to live on an Indian reservation? He "blends elements of popular culture, Indian spirituality, and the
drudgery of poverty-ridden reservation life to create his characters and the world they inhabit," according to
Quirk. Mexican immigration is an oxymoron. You give those brown kids some books about brown folks and
what happens? Those brown kids change the world. In the effort to vanish our books, Arizona has actually
given them enormous power. Arizona has made our books sacred documents now. Common themes include
alcoholism, poverty and racism. The Business of Fancydancing: Stories and Poems [25] was well received,
selling over 10, copies. Whereas older, traditional forms of Indian dance may be ceremonial and kept private
among tribal members, the fancydance style was created by Native American veterans from World War II as a
form of public entertainment. Several prominent characters are explored, and they have been featured in later
works by Alexie. According to Sarah A. Quirk, The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven can be
considered a bildungsroman with dual protagonists, "Victor Joseph and Thomas Builds-the-Fire, moving from
relative innocence to a mature level on experience. Menefee of the School Library Journal. The collection,
however, received mixed reviews. Thomas Builds-the-Fire, Victor Joseph, and Junior Polatkin, who have
grown up together on the Spokane Indian reservation, were teenagers in the short story collection. In
Reservation Blues they are now adult men in their thirties. Characters deal with the racism in the University
system, as well as in the community at large, where Indians are subjected to being lectured about their own
culture by white professors who are actually ignorant of Indian cultures. Bruce Barcott from the New York
Times Book Review observed, "Working in the voice of a year-old forces Alexie to strip everything down to
action and emotion, so that reading becomes more like listening to your smart, funny best friend recount his
day while waiting after school for a ride home. The narrator, who calls himself "Zits," is a fifteen-year-old
orphan of mixed Native and European ancestry who has bounced around the foster system in Seattle. In
September , he decided to resume the tour, with some significant changes. The film took top honors at the
Sundance Film Festival. Evan Adams , who plays Thomas Builds the Fire in "Smoke Signals", again stars,
now as an urban gay man with a white partner. The death of a peer brings the protagonist home to the
reservation, where he reunites with his friends from his childhood and youth. The film is unique in that Alexie
hired an almost completely female crew to produce the film. Many of the actors improvised their dialogue,
based on real events in their lives. Other film projects include:
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Chapter 2 : Sherman Alexie - Biography - IMDb
Sherman Joseph Alexie, Jr. (born October 7, ) is a Spokane-Coeur d'Alene-American novelist, short story writer, poet,
and calendrierdelascience.com writings draw on his experiences as an Indigenous American with ancestry from several
tribes.

Plot[ edit ] The book follows Junior, a fourteen-year-old boy living with his family on the Spokane Indian
Reservation near Wellpinit, Washington for a school year. It is told in episodic diary style, moving from the
start of the school year to the beginning of summer. As a result, Junior has always been picked on by other
people on the reservation. Angered and saddened by the fact that the reservation is so poor that it cannot afford
new textbooks, Junior violently throws the book, which hits Mr. When he visits Junior at home, Mr. P
convinces Junior to transfer to Reardan High School, sensing a degree of precociousness in the young
teenager. The town of Reardan is far wealthier than Wellpinitâ€”Junior is the only Indian at Reardan besides
the team mascot. His interactions with the white students give him a better perspective both on white culture
and his own. Junior hit him, as he would have been expected to do on the reservation, and he expects Roger to
get revenge. But Roger never does; in fact, Roger and his friends show Junior more respect. Junior also gets
closer to Penelope, which makes him more popular with the other girls at the school. Their first match
demonstrates to Junior just how angry the reservation people are at him for transferring: During the game,
Rowdy elbows Junior in the head and knocks him unconscious. Later on, his grandmother, who Junior looks
up to the most on the reservation, is hit and killed by a drunk driver. Reardan wins and Junior gets to block
Rowdy. Later, Junior receives news of the death of his sister and her husband who were killed in a fire at their
trailer. In the course of the year, Junior and his family suffered many tragedies, many related to alcohol abuse.
Furthermore, the protagonist is torn between the need to fit in his new, all-white school and holding on to his
Indian heritage, leading him to face criticism from his own community. Despite these challenges, they also
help him see how much his family and his new friends love him, and he learns to see himself as both Indian
and American. Meanwhile, Rowdy realizes that Junior is the only nomad on the reservation, which makes him
more of a "traditional" Indian than everyone else in town. In the end, Junior and Rowdy reconcile while
playing basketball and resolve to correspond no matter where the future takes them. I have never pretended to
be otherwise. They wanted me to stay quiet when the non-Indian teacher asked for answersâ€¦. Characters[
edit ] Arnold Spirit Jr. He enjoys playing basketball and drawing cartoons in his free time. Junior and his
family, along with the others on the reservation, feel the daily effects of poverty and financial
shortcomingsâ€”there is often not enough food to eat in their home or enough money to fill the gas tank in the
car, forcing him to hitchhike to school or not go at all. He is incredibly smart; he transfers from the school on
the reservation to Reardan, where almost all the students are white. She is a bad liar, likes to read books, and is
considered to be very smart by her children. She is an ex-alcoholic and is seen as eccentric by Junior: Even
though he sometimes disappears, he tries to take care of his family and he often drives Junior to Reardan. He
plays the piano, the guitar and the saxophone. He could have been a jazz musician, if he had had more time
and money. P regrets the way he treated his students when he was younger. He had been taught to beat the
Indian out of the children. He is short and bald. He likes reading comics, such as Archie. The comics help him
escape the troubles of the real world. Mary has long hair and is nicknamed "Mary Runs Away". She likes to
write romance stories and is considered by Junior to be "beautiful and strong and funny". She was smart, but
did not have the skills to get a job. Mary and her new husband die of a fire in their trailer-home after a
partygoer forgot about a boiling pot of soup. A curtain drifted onto the hot plate and the trailer was quickly
engulfed. Junior was told that Mary never woke up because she was too drunk. Roger Roger is a jock at
Reardan High School. Upon meeting Junior, Roger uses racial slurs to demean him, and Junior then punches
him in the face. Furthermore, Roger obtains a role as a kind of advisor and protector of Junior, occasionally
helping him monetarily and other times with advice. Gordy Gordy is a student who attends Reardan, wears
glasses, and does everything in the name of science. Gordy always speaks in a sophisticated and proper
manner throughout the novel. Gordy also helps Junior with schoolwork and encourages his enjoyment of
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reading books. She has blonde hair and Junior thinks that she is very attractive. She enjoys helping others, is
bulimic , and has a racist father named Earl. She is popular and plays on the Reardan volleyball team. She is
obsessed with leaving the small town behind and traveling the world. Eugene dies after his close friend Bobby
shoots him in the face during a dispute over alcohol. Bobby hangs himself in jail. Her dying words were
"Forgive him," which meant that she wanted her family to forgive the drunk driver, Gerald, for hitting and
killing her. Ironically, she never had a drink in her life. She was also extremely tolerant and loving of all
people. He is supportive of Junior both on and off the court. Reviews[ edit ] Bruce Barcott of The New York
Times said in a review, "For 15 years now, Sherman Alexie has explored the struggle to survive between the
grinding plates of the Indian and white worlds. Working in the voice of a year-old forces Alexie to strip
everything down to action and emotion, so that reading becomes more like listening to your smart, funny best
friend recount his day while waiting after school for a ride home. Delia Santos, a publisher for the civilrights.
Furthermore, Talbert believes that, unlike other Young Adult novels, this book captures issues of race and
class in a way that reaches a wider audience. Crandall points out that Arnold is never held back by his
disability, but in fact laughs at himself: His disability fades as a plot device as the book progresses. Basketball
in the Work of Sherman Alexie", analyses the importance of basketball in the novel. He suggests that it
represents "the tensions between traditional lifeways and contemporary social realities. The awards are listed
below:
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Chapter 3 : Sherman Alexie - Wikipedia
My latest collection contains 15 classic and 15 new stories about, well, you know, various Indians and their father
issues! You can learn more about the book at Grove Press. First published in , this book remains one of my most
beloved and widely praised works.

As I had suspected, Choy explained that Alexie, an award-winning Native American writer, had been accused
by numerous women of sexual misconduct. Now, I am unable to derive the same sense of emotional impact or
poignancy from the novel. I subscribe to the belief that choosing ignorance in order to consume without
consideration, however, is morally irresponsible. An easy cop-out, of sorts. Some might find my internal
conflict unrelatable and irrational; there are audiences that are able to maintain a complete separation between
artist and art even when watching Woody Allen movies that star Woody Allen acting as Woody Allen. The
extent of this ability to dissociate art from artist varies from person to person. Everyone should decide for
themselves where to draw the proverbial line. However, whether institutions, especially institutions of learning
such as universities, are able to maintain a separation between artist and art is much trickier. Historically,
schools have been unable to do so. I cannot say at this point which move was better. These are conversations
that universities have a duty to foster. But whether you believe teaching or not teaching authors such as Alexie
is the moral way forward, both options raise a host of other questions: In the midst of the MeToo movement,
sexual misconduct is what people are primarily contending with when considering the question of separation
between art and artist â€” but are there some crimes artists commit that, unlike sexual misconduct, are not
detestable enough to elicit the question of separation between art and artist? From to , he requested a full
pardon , garnering some outcry against his crimes. He was the highest-paid actor that year. Some works of art
themselves perpetuate a misogynistic message that contributes to rape culture. Petitioners have demanded that
the museum release explicit statements acknowledging problematic themes in these paintings or remove them
from display entirely. Is it, then, simply a matter of how embedded an author is in the Western canon and how
influential they are? In many other classes that teach Sartre as a feature writer or as the featured writer,
however, teachers will have to decide how to recontextualize the philosopher. But whether it is in a classroom
or out of it, taking the time and energy to constantly question our relationship to art is not only worthwhile but
crucial. After all, there are few things we interact with so frequently that are as intimately and culturally
impactful as art.
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Chapter 4 : Books by Sherman Alexie (Author of The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian)
Sherman Alexie has books on Goodreads with ratings. Sherman Alexie's most popular book is The Absolutely True
Diary of a Part-Time Indian.

Numerous events throughout the community in the fall spotlight Native American culture. The schedule for all
the events is listed below courtesy of The Sun Press. Attendees are encouraged to bring their own artifacts for
identification by Dewald. All ages are welcome to attend. For more details and film listings, please see
University Heights programs. Attendees are encouraged to bring a 5-minute selection from a Native American
or other indigenous writer to share, or to simply be part of the audience. If you do not bring one but still wish
to read, selections will be on hand. Teens and adults are welcome to attend. Robin Pease will introduce these
little-known implements and teach participants how to read them and, if time permits, create their own.
Registration is required and opens October 9. Indigenous Peoples of the Americas Wednesday, November 5, 7
p. Registration begins October Please note that space on the tour is limited and registration is required. Teen
Debate - Chief Wahoo: Thursday, November 6, 6: Or a tired old stereotype that needs to be retired? Pick a
side and join the debate. Attired in full authentic regalia, Burke will present a history of the Woodland Tribes,
describe the artifacts and clothing he has fashioned, and take questions and answers. Local poets will share
their work, and attendees can sign up to read their own 2-minute piece, starting on October Registration
required for poets only. The program begins with a review of the book, and then will explore what types of
marginalizing of the elderly may unknowingly take place in our own lives. Call HCC at to register.
Reservations are appreciated, walk-ins welcome. Prehistoric Indians of Ohio Wednesday, November 19, 7 p.
Kollecker will also demonstrate flintknapping, the ancient craft of making stone tools such as knives and spear
points. Registration begins November 5. United States added from IndieBound â€¦ more May.
Chapter 5 : How do we teach problematic figures in the classroom?
Sherman Alexie, in full Sherman Joseph Alexie, Jr., (born October 7, , Wellpinit, Spokane Indian Reservation, near
Spokane, Washington, U.S.), Native American writer whose poetry, short stories, novels, and films about the lives of
American Indians won him an international following.

Chapter 6 : Stories â€” Sherman Alexie
Below you'll find a Sherman Alexie books list, including published and even unpublished works. This Sherman Alexie
bibliography includes all books by Sherman Alexie, including collections, editorial contributions, and more.

Chapter 7 : Sherman Alexie | Biography, Books, & Facts | calendrierdelascience.com
Sherman Alexie is a novelist, short story writer, poet, and filmmaker who has published 25 books. Born on the Spokane
Indian Reservation in Wellpinit, Wa., Alexie has been a key contributor to Indigenous Nationalism literature, drawing on
his experiences with ancestry from several tribes.

Chapter 8 : Sherman Alexie Books List; Complete Sherman Alexie Bibliography (23 Items)
Sherman Alexie Sherman Alexie was born in and raised on the Spokane Indian Reservation in Washington. Although
born with a severe case of hydrocephalus, he astonishingly recovered and learned to read at an early age.

Chapter 9 : The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian - Wikipedia
Sherman Alexie is a preeminent Native American poet, novelist, performer and filmmaker. He has garnered high praise
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for his poems and short stories of contemporary Native American reservation life, among them The Business of
Fancydancing (), The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fist Fight in Heaven (), which won a PEN/Hemingway Award, and Smoke
Signals (), a critically acclaimed movie based.

Page 6

