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This major initiative caught many by surprise. The large solar array on the Gary W. The solar and the
1-megawatt cogeneration system just installed Red Deer College will produce 66 per cent of its electricity
right on campus. Add to this some LED lighting retrofits, and the system is projected to save the campus over
a million dollars annually in utility costs, according to Gingrich. The solar is everywhere. The new Gary W.
Harris Canada Games Centre is covered with solar, and a solar-covered walkway connects it to campus. Many
the other buildings on campus have their own solar arrays, and student residences will have solar on the walls
and rooftop as well. The campus also has a brand new 4, square foot Alternative Energy Lab, featuring hi-tech
solar and wind power simulation equipment plus a working 1-kilowatt micro-cogeneration unit. It will also be
made available to the community and industry for product testing and research and development. The roof also
features a reference solar array, measuring the effects of different solar angles, snow cover, and other factors.
One octagon-shaped solar unit points in eight different directions to test various orientations. ReThink has
programs for kids, a virtual store and they run Eco-Living and Renewable Energy fairs twice a year.
Meanwhile, Red Deer College is working closely with the community. ReThink Red Deer â€” hands-on
sustainability. ReThink Red Deer, which began as a protest group, has developed into a very active group in
Red Deer. Daniel believed Red Deer planners were overly fixated on cars. So, in , he created a slide show and
started making presentations. The Renewable Energy Fair we attended featured booths on everything from
solar to energy audits, and even a company with a machine that turns organic waste into fuel. Red Deer
College is installing one of these units in the cafeteria. Solar pedway, part of the 1. Portland of the prairies,
indeed.
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