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William Emerson , a Unitarian minister. He first went to Charleston, South Carolina , but found the weather
was still too cold. Augustine, Florida , where he took long walks on the beach and began writing poetry. The
two engaged in enlightening discussions of religion, society, philosophy, and government. Emerson
considered Murat an important figure in his intellectual education. Augustine, Emerson had his first encounter
with slavery. At one point, he attended a meeting of the Bible Society while a slave auction was taking place
in the yard outside. Although he recovered his mental equilibrium, he died in , apparently from long-standing
tuberculosis. His church activities kept him busy, though during this period, facing the imminent death of his
wife, he began to doubt his own beliefs. The profession is antiquated. In an altered age, we worship in the
dead forms of our forefathers". As he wrote, "This mode of commemorating Christ is not suitable to me. That
is reason enough why I should abandon it". Carlyle in particular was a strong influence on him; Emerson
would later serve as an unofficial literary agent in the United States for Carlyle, and in March , he tried to
persuade Carlyle to come to America to lecture. In October , he moved to Concord, Massachusetts to live with
his step-grandfather, Dr. Ezra Ripley , at what was later named The Old Manse. On November 5, , he made
the first of what would eventually be some 1, lectures, "The Uses of Natural History", in Boston. This was an
expanded account of his experience in Paris. Nature is a language and every new fact one learns is a new
word; but it is not a language taken to pieces and dead in the dictionary, but the language put together into a
most significant and universal sense. I wish to learn this language, not that I may know a new grammar, but
that I may read the great book that is written in that tongue. He gave a lecture to commemorate the th
anniversary of the town of Concord on September 12, Edward Waldo Emerson was the father of Raymond
Emerson. Literary career and transcendentalism[ edit ] Emerson in On September 8, , the day before the
publication of Nature , Emerson met with Frederic Henry Hedge , George Putnam and George Ripley to plan
periodic gatherings of other like-minded intellectuals. Its first official meeting was held on September 19,
Emerson invited Margaret Fuller , Elizabeth Hoar and Sarah Ripley for dinner at his home before the meeting
to ensure that they would be present for the evening get-together. Emerson anonymously published his first
essay, "Nature", on September 9, A year later, on August 31, , he delivered his now-famous Phi Beta Kappa
address, " The American Scholar ", [74] then entitled "An Oration, Delivered before the Phi Beta Kappa
Society at Cambridge"; it was renamed for a collection of essays which included the first general publication
of "Nature" in Though they had likely met as early as , in the fall of , Emerson asked Thoreau, "Do you keep
a journal? This was the first time he managed a lecture series on his own, and it was the beginning of his
career as a lecturer. He eventually gave as many as 80 lectures a year, traveling across the northern United
States as far as St. Louis, Des Moines, Minneapolis, and California. Emerson discounted biblical miracles and
proclaimed that, while Jesus was a great man, he was not God: Despite the roar of critics, he made no reply,
leaving others to put forward a defense. He was not invited back to speak at Harvard for another thirty years.
In the same month, William James was born, and Emerson agreed to be his godfather. Bronson Alcott
announced his plans in November to find "a farm of a hundred acres in excellent condition with good
buildings, a good orchard and grounds". So we fell apart", he wrote. In , Emerson published his second
collection of essays, Essays: This collection included "The Poet", "Experience", "Gifts", and an essay entitled
"Nature", a different work from the essay of the same name. Emerson made a living as a popular lecturer in
New England and much of the rest of the country. He had begun lecturing in ; by the s he was giving as many
as 80 lectures per year. Emerson spoke on a wide variety of subjects, and many of his essays grew out of his
lectures. This was more than his earnings from other sources. He wrote that he was "landlord and waterlord of
14 acres, more or less". One of the clearest examples of this can be found in his essay " The Over-soul ": We
live in succession, in division, in parts, in particles. Meantime within man is the soul of the whole; the wise
silence; the universal beauty, to which every part and particle is equally related, the eternal ONE. And this
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deep power in which we exist and whose beatitude is all accessible to us, is not only self-sufficing and perfect
in every hour, but the act of seeing and the thing seen, the seer and the spectacle, the subject and the object,
are one. We see the world piece by piece, as the sun, the moon, the animal, the tree; but the whole, of which
these are shining parts, is the soul. When he arrived, he saw the stumps of trees that had been cut down to form
barricades in the February riots. On May 21, he stood on the Champ de Mars in the midst of mass celebrations
for concord, peace and labor. His book English Traits is based largely on observations recorded in his travel
journals and notebooks. Emerson later came to see the American Civil War as a "revolution" that shared
common ground with the European revolutions of The act of Congress is a law which every one of you will
break on the earliest occasion--a law which no man can obey, or abet the obeying, without loss of self-respect
and forfeiture of the name of gentleman. This filthy enactment was made in the nineteenth century by people
who could read and write. I will not obey it. Emerson responded positively, sending Whitman a flattering
five-page letter in response. Joining him were nine of the most illustrious intellectuals ever to camp out in the
Adirondacks to connect with nature. Invited, but unable to make the trip for diverse reasons, were: William
James Stillman was a painter and founding editor of an art journal called the Crayon. Stillman was born and
grew up in Schenectady which was just south of the Adirondack mountains. He would later travel there to
paint the wilderness landscape and to fish and hunt. He would share his experiences in this wilderness to the
members of the Saturday Club, raising their interest in this unknown region. Robert Lowell [] and William
Stillman would lead the effort to organize a trip to the Adirondacks. They would begin their journey on
August 2, , traveling by train, steam boat, stagecoach and canoe guide boats. This would become known as the
"Philosophers Camp [] " This event was a landmark in the 19th-century intellectual movement, linking nature
with art and literature. He did, however, give a number of lectures during the pre-Civil War years, beginning
as early as November, In this book, Emerson "grappled with some of the thorniest issues of the moment," and
"his experience in the abolition ranks is a telling influence in his conclusions. C, at the end of January He
gave a public lecture at the Smithsonian on January 31, , and declared: I call it destitution Emancipation is the
demand of civilization". Chase, the secretary of the treasury; Edward Bates, the attorney general; Edwin M.
Stanton, the secretary of war; Gideon Welles, the secretary of the navy; and William Seward, the secretary of
state. Emerson delivered his eulogy. He often referred to Thoreau as his best friend, [] despite a falling-out that
began in after Thoreau published A Week on the Concord and Merrimack Rivers. Emerson served as a
pallbearer when Hawthorne was buried in Concord, as Emerson wrote, "in a pomp of sunshine and verdure".
Along the way and in California he met a number of dignitaries, including Brigham Young during a stopover
in Salt Lake City. He called for help from neighbors and, giving up on putting out the flames, all attempted to
save as many objects as possible. He left on October 23, , along with his daughter Ellen [] while his wife
Lidian spent time at the Old Manse and with friends. As Holmes wrote, "Emerson is afraid to trust himself in
society much, on account of the failure of his memory and the great difficulty he finds in getting the words he
wants. It is painful to witness his embarrassment at times".
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A founder of the Transcendental movement and the founder of a distinctly American philosophy emphasizing
optimism, individuality, and mysticism, Emerson was one of the most influential literary figures of the
nineteenth century. Raised to be a minister in Puritan New England, Emerson sought to "create all things new"
with a philosophy stressing the recognition of God Immanent, the presence of ongoing creation and revelation
by a god apparent in all things and who exists within everyone. Traditional values of right and wrong, good
and evil, appear in his work as necessary opposites, evidencing the effect of German philosopher G. The son
of a Unitarian minister, Emerson spent a sheltered childhood in Boston. During his youth the publications of
the German Higher Critics and their progeny, as well as translations of Hindu and Buddhist poetry, were
causing controversy in American academic circles. He resigned from his pulpit in , moved to nearby Concord,
and then spent the next few years studying and traveling in Europe. After visiting a Paris botanical exhibition,
Emerson resolved to be, as he termed it, a "naturalist. During the late s and early s, Emerson published the
works that present his thought at its most idealistic and optimistic. The doctrines formulated in these three
works were later expanded and elaborated upon in his Essays and Essays: Conceived as "a medium for the
freest expression of thought on the questions which interest earnest minds in every community," the Dial was
published for a small readership from to , when it folded. The merits of his poetry, collected in Poems and
May-Day, and Other Pieces , are subject to much critical debate. The Conduct of Life perhaps best expresses
his humanistic acquiescence to the reality of worldly circumstances. Other important later works include
Representative Men: He spent his last years in Concord, writing little, but recognized throughout America as a
philosopher of great stature. Second Series , Munroe, Addresses and Lectures lectures , Munroe, , also
published as Miscellanies: Seven Lectures lectures , Phillips, Sampson, Whicher and Robert E. Gilman and
others, Harvard University Press, Gregg, Harvard University Press, Ferguson and others, Harvard University
Press, Orth and others, University of Missouri Press,
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Nature is the first in time since it is always there and the first in importance of the three. Great books are mere
records of such inspiration, and their value derives only, Emerson holds, from their role in inspiring or
recording such states of the soul. Action is the process whereby what is not fully formed passes into
expressive consciousness. Its goal is the creation of a democratic nation. Self-reliance appears in the essay in
his discussion of respect. This aim is sacrificed in mass education, Emerson warns. This metaphysical position
has epistemological correlates: This is an experience that cannot be repeated by simply returning to a place or
to an object such as a painting. Even history, which seems obviously about the past, has its true use, Emerson
holds, as the servant of the present: Yet he does cast a pall of suspicion over all established modes of thinking
and acting. From this perspective or more properly the developing set of such perspectives the virtues do not
disappear, but they may be fundamentally altered and rearranged. Although Emerson is thus in no position to
set forth a system of morality, he nevertheless delineates throughout his work a set of virtues and heroes, and a
corresponding set of vices and villains. Emerson criticizes our conformity even to our own past actions-when
they no longer fit the needs or aspirations of the present. If Emerson criticizes much of human life, he
nevertheless devotes most of his attention to the virtues. Although he develops a series of analyses and images
of self-reliance, Emerson nevertheless destabilizes his own use of the concept. I talked yesterday with a pair of
philosophers: I endeavored to show my good men that I liked everything by turns and nothing longâ€¦. Could
they but once understand, that I loved to know that they existed, and heartily wished them Godspeed, yet, out
of my poverty of life and thought, had no word or welcome for them when they came to see me, and could
well consent to their living in Oregon, for any claim I felt on them, it would be a great satisfaction CW 3: It is
not a gift that is available on demand, however, and a major task of life is to meld genius with its expression.
Although Emerson emphasizes our independence and even distance from one another, then, the payoff for
self-reliance is public and social. Although self-reliance is central, it is not the only Emersonian virtue. His
representative skeptic of this sort is Michel de Montaigne, who as portrayed in Representative Men is no
unbeliever, but a man with a strong sense of self, rooted in the earth and common life, whose quest is for
knowledge. Emerson finds that contemporary Christianity deadens rather than activates the spirit. The power
in which Emerson is interested, however, is more artistic and intellectual than political or military. In history
the great moment, is, when the savage is just ceasing to be a savage, with all his hairy Pelasgic strength
directed on his opening sense of beauty: Everything good in nature and the world is in that moment of
transition, when the swarthy juices still flow plentifully from nature, but their astringency or acridity is got out
by ethics and humanity. Moreover, we often cannot tell at the time when we exercise our power that we are
doing so: How can the vision of succession and the vision of unity be reconciled? Emerson never comes to a
clear or final answer. He suggests this, for example, in the many places where he speaks of waking up out of
our dreams or nightmares. He means to be irresponsible to all that holds him back from his self-development.
In the world of flux that he depicts in that essay, there is nothing stable to be responsible to: An event hovering
over the essay, but not disclosed until its third paragraph, is the death of his five-year old son Waldo. All in
all, the earlier work expresses a sunnier hope for human possibilities, the sense that Emerson and his
contemporaries were poised for a great step forward and upward; and the later work, still hopeful and assured,
operates under a weight or burden, a stronger sense of the dumb resistance of the world. He kept lists of
literary, philosophical, and religious thinkers in his journals and worked at categorizing them. Emerson read
avidly in Indian, especially Hindu, philosophy, and in Confucianism. Other writers whom Emerson often
mentions are Anaxagoras, St. Other Emersonian ideas-about transition, the ideal in the commonplace, and the
power of human will permeate the writings of such classical American pragmatists as William James and John
Dewey. The friend can be a person but it may also be a text. The great man or woman, Cavell holds, is
required for rather than opposed to democracy: Robert Spiller et al, Cambridge, Mass: Edward Waldo
Emerson, Boston: Houghton Mifflin, , pp. David Mikics, Cambridge, MA: William Gillman, et al. Spiller, and
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Would you like to merge this question into it? MERGE already exists as an alternate of this question. Would
you like to make it the primary and merge this question into it? MERGE exists and is an alternate of. He says
in the last stanza of the poem He wrote this as a tribute to all American soldiers that fight for us. In czech we
say: In bad you found a real friend And it says far more, but I have not enough words tâ€¦o express the feeling.
Hope I showed you the way at least. He formulated his philosophy in Nature ; the book helped initiate New
England http: In , with http: He became internationally famous with his Essays , , including "Self-Reliance.
The Conduct of Life , his most mature work, reveals a developed humanism and a full awareness of human
limitations. His Poems and May-Day established his reputation as a major poet. There is some evidence that
Ralph Waldo Emerson was bisexual. During his early years at Harvard, he said he was "strangely attracted" to
a young man named Martin Gay, about whom he wrote sexual poetry. Nathaniel Hawthorne, author of The
Scarlet Letter was also purportedly one of his infatuations. Emerson meant that only small-minded people
would be so foolish as to refuse to change a customary practice, or way of looking at things, simply because
"We have always done it this way! A foolish consistency is the hobgoblin of little minds, adored by little
statesmen and philosophers and divines.. Emerson believed that people need to stop foolishly following
everyone else, and become self-reliant. To break it down into plain English: Those who make it their business
to control others beliefs, especially those mentioned by Emerson, encourage the foolish consistencies in those
people they wish to control. Emerson "Friendship may be said to require natures so rare and costly, each so
well tempered and so happily adapted, and withal so circumstanced, for even in that particular, a poet says,
love demands that the parties be altogether paired, that its satisfaction can very seldom be assured. It cannâ€¦ot
subsist in its perfection, say some of those who are learned in this warm lore of the heart, betwixt more than
two. I am not quite so strict in my terms, perhaps because I have never known so high a fellowship as others. I
please my imagination more with a circle of godlike men and women variously related to each other, and
between whom subsists a lofty intelligence. But I find this law of one to one peremptory for conversation,
which is the practice and consummation of friendship. Do not mix waters too much. The best mix as ill as
good and bad. You shall have very useful and cheering discourse at several times with two several men, but let
all three of you come together, and you shall not have one new and hearty word. Two may talk and one may
hear, but three cannot take part in a conversation of the most sincere and searching sort.
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For a discussion of some issues raised concerning the editorial practices of the first two volumes of the
Harvard edition of Collected Works, see Ralph Waldo Emerson: The Major Prose, ed. The final three volumes
of the Centenary Edition Lectures and Biographical Sketches, Miscellanies, and Natural History of Intellect
were assembled posthumously by family and friends and are therefore not authoritative. Nature, Addresses,
and Lectures, ed. Ferguson, Volume II: Joseph Slater, Alfred R. Joseph Slater, Douglas Emory Wilson, et.
Philip Nicoloff, Robert E. The Conduct of Life, ed. Society and Solitude, ed. Letters and Social Aims, ed.
Johnson, Joel Myerson, introduction by Ronald A. Bosco, Volume IX: A Variorum Edition, ed. Uncollected
Prose Writings, ed. Bosco, Joel Myerson, notes by Glen M. Volume 3 added in under Houghton, Osgood
imprint. Edward Waldo Emerson, 12 vols. Emerson, to the Second Church and Society. James Munroe, ; new
edition, Boston: The Divinity School Address. Little and James Brown, James Munroe, ; English edition,
London: James Fraser, ; revised edition as Essays: The Method of Nature. And Lectures on the Times London:
Orations, Lectures, and Address. Chapman, Brothers, ; American edition, Boston: Nature; Addresses, and
Lectures Boston: Phillips, Sampson, ; English editions, London: John Chapman, ; London: George Routledge,
; London: Knight and Son, The Conduct of Life. Ticknor and Fields, ; English edition, London: May-Day and
Other Pieces. George Routledge and Sons, Fields, Osgood, ; English edition, London: Remarks on the
Character of George L. Letters and Social Aims. Osgood, ; English issue, London: Chatto and Windus,
Fortune of the Republic. Charles Eliot Norton, 2 vols. Boston and New York: Houghton, Mifflin, ; English
reprinting, London: Lectures and Biographical Sketches. Natural History of Intellect and Other Papers. The
Character of Socrates. The Present State of Ethical Philosophy, ed. Letters from Ralph Waldo Emerson to a
Friend, ed. Houghton, Mifflin, ; English issue, London: The Journals of Ralph Waldo Emerson, ed. Records of
a Lifelong Friendship, ed. Lamb Publishing Company, William Edwin Rudge, Lowry and Ralph Leslie Rusk.
A Letter of Emerson ed. Unpublished Discourses on Many Subjects, ed. Arthur Cushman McGiffert, Jr. The
Letters of Ralph Waldo Emerson, ed. Rusk and Eleanor M. Columbia University Press, ; Friends of the
Dartmouth Library, Translated by Ralph Waldo Emerson, ed. University of North Carolina, Spiller, and
Wallace E. Harvard University Press, The Correspondence of Emerson and Carlyle, ed. New York and
London: Columbia University Press, University of Missouri Press, Len Gougeon and Joel Myerson. New
Haven and London: Yale University Press, Bosco and Joel Myerson, 2 vols. University of Georgia Press,
Selected Lectures of Ralph Waldo Emerson, ed. Bosco and Joel Myerson. Emerson occasionally published
essays with the same titles; they are listed in order of publication.
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Letter from the Rev. Emerson, to the Second Church and Society Boston: Munroe, ; republished as Man
Thinking London: Essays [First Series] Boston: Fraser, ; expanded, Boston: Orations, Lectures, and Addresses
London: Chapman Brothers, ; Boston: Munroe, ; enlarged and revised as Selected Poems Boston: Houghton
Mifflin, [volume 9, Riverside Edition]; London: Houghton Mifflin, [volume 9, Centenary Edition]. Phillips,
Sampson, ; republished as Miscellanies London: Phillips, Sampson, ; London: The Conduct of Life Boston:
May-Day and Other Pieces Boston: Fields, Osgood, ; London: Letters and Social Aims Boston: Houghton
Mifflin, [volume 11, Riverside Edition]; London: Houghton Mifflin, ; London: Houghton Mifflin, [volume 12,
Riverside Edition]; London: The Character of Socrates: Whicher and Robert E. Harvard University Press,
Houghton Mifflin, [Riverside Edition]; London: Houghton Mifflin, [Centenary Edition]. Phillips, Sampson, ; 3
volumes London: Parnassus, edited by Emerson Boston: Records of a Lifelong Friendship, Emerson-Clough
Letters, edited by Howard F. Lowry and Ralph Leslie Rusk Cleveland: Rusk, 6 volumes New York: Columbia
University Press, Yet he was for America what Samuel Taylor Coleridge was for England, the major
spokesman for a new conception of literature. From his early essays on English literature and his important
first book, Nature , to his greatest single literary essay, "The Poet" , to his late essays on "Poetry and
Imagination" and "Persian Poetry" in , Emerson developed and championed a concept of literature as literary
activity. The essence of that activity is a symbolizing process. Both reader and writer are involved in acts of
literary expression which are representative or symbolic. Emerson always cared more for the present than the
past, more for his reader than for the text in hand or the author in question. Poets, he said, are "liberating
gods"; and Emerson at his best is also a liberator. Transcendentalism is complex, drawing upon Platonic,
Christian, Stoic, and Hindu thought, but its most immediate affinity is with German Idealism as worked out
from Kant to Schelling. Indeed Emerson himself said in a lecture called "The Transcendentalist," delivered in
December , "What is popularly called Transcendentalism among us, is Idealism. The materialist insists on
facts, on history, on the force of circumstances, and the animal wants of man; the idealist on the power of
Thought and of Will, on inspiration, on miracle, on individual culture. Emerson is mainly concerned not with
the fact of literary history but with the uses of literature, with its effects on the reader, and its power or lack of
power to move us. Emersonian Idealism was extremely influential in the middle third of the nineteenth
century, though it was eventually supplanted by realism and naturalism and the rise of the realist movement.
Emerson was eight when his father died. Emerson had seven siblings. Three died in infancy or childhood. Of
those who lived to maturity, Edward died young, at twenty-nine, in as did Charles at twenty-eight in , while
Robert Bulkeley, who lived to age fifty-two, dying in , was feeble-minded. Besides Ralph, only William lived
a full and reasonably long life, dying at sixty-seven in After college, he tried teaching, then attended divinity
school at Harvard. That same year he married Ellen Tucker. It was very much a love match, and Emerson was
deeply shaken by her death only a year and a half later on 8 February At the same time, he was becoming
increasingly reluctant to remain as minister to his church. In October he resigned, the immediate reason being
that he felt he could no longer officiate at a ceremony communion that had become meaningless to him. With
his wife dead and his career broken off, Emerson now sold his house and furniture and set out for Europe. In
Paris, at the Jardin des Plantes, he experienced the full power and appeal of the new botanical and zoological
sciences, and he now turned decisively from theology to science, vowing to become a naturalist. Going on to
England and Scotland, he met Samuel Taylor Coleridge , William Wordsworth , and, particularly, Thomas
Carlyle, who became a lifelong friend and correspondent. Returning home in October , Emerson immediately
embraced a new career, that of public lecturer. One month after disembarking, he was invited by the Boston
Natural History Society to deliver the first of his four lectures on science. The Milton lecture was published,
posthumously, in Natural History of Intellect , but the other five lectures in the "Biography" series of , like the
ten lectures he gave on "English Literature" later that same year, the twelve lectures on "The Philosophy of
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History" in , and the ten on "Human Culture" of , were only published beginning in as The Early Lectures of
Ralph Waldo Emerson. Many of the ideas and phrases were incorporated by Emerson in subsequent lectures
and books, which is why he did not publish them. Also in , Emerson moved to Concord and, in September,
married Lydia Jackson of Plymouth whom he came to call Lidian and, sometimes, Asia and who he tried to
get to call him something besides Mr. He once told his cousin Sarah Ripley that those "who had baptised the
child Lydia had been ill-advised, for her name was Lidian. Emerson spent the rest of his life centered in
Concord, with another trip to England in , one to California in , and a final trip to Egypt in Each winter he
would travel through New England and the East Coast, and as far west as there were cities on his annual
lecture tour, for which he was his own booking agent, advertiser, and arranger. The rest of the year he spent in
Concord, which soon became one of the intellectual centers of the country, a sort of American Weimar. In
religion, in philosophy, and in literature, the group around Emerson was liberal, learned, forward-looking and
reform-minded. The Emersonian "movement" it was Emerson who said there are always two parties in
society, the Establishment and the Movement or "the newness" was eventually overshadowed by the Civil
War, the coming of industrialism, and the rise of realism. But in the late s, s, and into the s, Emerson was at
the center of much that was new, exciting, and vital in American cultural life. His contributions to literary
criticism begin with the lecture called "Milton," given first in February What Emerson really values in Milton
is not his high critical reputation but his power to inspire, which is, Emerson says, greater than that of any
other writer. The English poet advocated civil, ecclesiastical, literary, and domestic liberty. He opposed
slavery, denied predestination, argued for freedom of the press, and favored the principle of divorce. Emerson
insists on linking the person and the writing. It is, he says, a major principle "that a truth or a book of truths
can be received only by the same spirit that gave it forth. Emerson also makes a distinction between types of
reading and warns us "reading must not be passive. They convey truths or wisdom, they stand for and convey
to us things that exist in nature. It is the recorded thinking of man. More important, in this lecture Emerson
describes all language as "a naming of invisible and spiritual things from visible things," and he here first
gives his famous two-part definition of language. First, words are emblematic of things; "supercilious" means
literally "the raising of an eyebrow. Emerson was never willing, as this lecture demonstrates, to separate
literature from the general culture that produced it. In the next lecture, "The Age of Fable," Emerson contrasts
Greek fable with Gothic fable, the former having produced classical myth, the latter medieval romance.
Emerson also praises English literature for its instinct for what is common. Shakspear [sic], Pope , and Dryden
borrow from Chaucer and shine by his borrowed light. Chaucer reflects Boccaccio and Colonna and the
Troubadours: Boccaccio and Colonna elder Greek and Roman authors, and these in their turn others if only
history would enable us to trace them. There never was an original writer. Each is a link in an endless chain.
Shakespeare possessed, to a greater degree than any other writer, the power of imagination, what Emerson
defines as "the use which the Reason makes of the material world, for purposes of expression. He devotes an
entire lecture to Francis Bacon, whom he admired for his efforts "to expound the method by which a true
History of Nature should be formed. He insisted that words stand for things and that things are what matter.
Emerson now noted "a proposition set down in words is not therefore affirmed. It must affirm itself or no
propriety and no vehemence of language will give it evidence. There is a whole class of writers whose primary
function is not entertainment, he says, "who help us by addressing not our taste but our human wants, who
treat of the permanent nature of man. Emerson also includes poets and playwrights in his list, but his emphasis
is clearly on a kind of writing which is not fiction, poetry, or drama but primarily wisdom literature or moral
literature, everything that we now place under the heading of nonfiction prose. It is a category that includes
much of the best-and most helpful--writing ever done, a category in which Emerson himself now holds a high
place. The equally important ethical aspect of his work is less often insisted upon. Matthew Arnold has
defined the moral element in literature as that which teaches us how to live. Samuel Johnson maintained in the
"Preface to Shakespeare" that "nothing can please many and please long but just representations of general
nature. The best ethical writers, he says, are those who write about "certain feelings and faculties in us which
are alike in all men and which no progress of arts and no variety of institutions can alter," those writers, in
short, who hold fast to "the general nature of man. Of these his favorite is Coleridge , whom he praises
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